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A WARNING TO ENGLAND, 

AND ALL THAT PROFESS THEMSELVES CHRISTIANS | 

IVho have the Formj but deny the Povcer of Godliness^ that they Sin no more^ 
lest a VHxrae thing come to them, — By G. F. 



As ye have received Christ Jesua^ the Lord, so walk in him. CoIom, ii. 6. 
For, even our God is a consuming fire. Ueb. zii. 29. 



And now, all you that do not walk as you have the apostles for exam- 
plesf^and do walk as Christ walked, as in 1 John ii. 6. hl( the Lord God 
Ahnighty, who is the Creator of all, and the Lord Jesus Christ, by whom 
all things were made, should deal with you, as you deal with him, who 
spend his creatures upon your lusts, and devour them, and consume them 
immoderately : I say if the Lord God, that created all and gives the in- 
crease of all, and upholds all by his word and power, (for the earth is 
the Lord's, and the fulness thereof,) I say, if the Lord God should re- 
strain the earth from increasing, and all other creatures which give your 
food, for three or four years, what a condition would you be in, that de- 
stroy them so upon your lusts? If the Lord God should bring a famine ; 
and stop (I say) the earth from yielding its increase to you, that so de- 
stroy and consume his creatures upon your ungodly devouring lusts ; 
wasting so much vainly, which would nourish so many both in clothes 
and diet, as are ready to famish, and starve for want ? have not you seen 
how the Lord God hath brought the sword among you 7 And are not you 
as proud and as vain, without his fear as you were, though so many have 
been consumed by sword ? then did not he bring the plague, and sweep 
away many thousands thereby, and scattered you out of your city of 
London ? and then after did not he bring the fire, to the astonishment of 
many 7 And what if the Lord should hinder the earth from increasing, 
how could you but say it were just with the Lord so to do, and to bring 
a fiunine upon you, seeing that you do not repent, and amend your lives, 
and fear and serve him that made you ? and all these good outward 
creatures he has given to you, and daily gives in his mercy, that you 
might serve and fear him, and not to consume them upon your own lusts. 
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and has given you r<iin and fruitful seasons ; now what if the Lord should 
restrain his hand in those things from you, that do so devour them and 
consume them, and waste them upon your lusts, could you say any 
otherwise, but the Ix)rd in just in so doing ? seeing that you amend not 
your lives, ways, words, and doings ; and are such that feast and are 
feeding yourselves without all fear, as you may sec in Jude xii. and so 
are tlie clouds without water, and trees without fruit So, if God should 
send you clouds without water in them, and your trees without fruit ; 
remember the fig-tree that Christ cursed, that did not bear fruit and 
think upon yourselves, and you are all as trees : but see what fruits of 
righteousness, of Godliness, of virtue, and of holiness you bear to God; 
for, * without holiness none shall see God :* and therefore take heed of 
promising yourselves liberty, whilst yourselves are servants of unclean- 
ness and corruptions, as in 2 Peter, ii. And when you destroy, consume 
and devour God*s good creatures upon your lusts, do you think of God? 
do not you feed without any fear of God ? and do not many live after 
that sort, as they did that said, ' let us eat and drink, for to morrow we 
shall die V as in 1 Cor. xv. 42. And doth not the apostle say, ' That 
every creature of God is good, and nothing ought to be refused, if it be 
received with thanksgiving ; for God hath created them to be received 
with thanksgiving; for it is sanctified by the word of God and prayer? 
And noWy when you destroy the creatures upon your lusts, with ghittony, 
greediness, and drunkenness, you are not in a capacity then of praying 
or giving thanks, but of cursing, swearing, damning, and murdering, 
and all other evils you are subject to run into, and then often bring 
misery, and many evils upon yourselves and families. 

1 7im, iv. Now, * Every creature of God is good, [mark,] and nothing 
ought to be refused, if it be received with thanksgiving ;' for God created 
them to be received with thank^ving. And the thanksgiving must be 
given to him that created them ; and therefore you ought to receive no 
creature but with thanksgiving to the Creator* and you ought to give 
him thanks that created all to his glory, and if you do not, you are of 
them that feed without all fear of God, your and their Creator. And 
they that take the creatures in God's fear with thanksgiving, will not 
destroy them, nor consume them upon their own lusts, and they are sen- 
sible of the goodness of the creatures, and of the goodness of God that 
gave them. And they that feed without the fear, and are the clouds 
without water, and the trees without fruit, and devour, consume, 
destroy, and waste the creatures of God upon their own lusts, destroy 
their bodies and souls, their own families, wives and children, and bring 
themselves to rags and beggary. 

And such are not sensible of the goodness of the creatures, nor the 
goodness of the Creator ; and from such God had no true thanks, but 



his Dame is blasphemed by such daily : and though many may say, that 

* we say grace before meat and after ;' but you should live in grace, 
and not turn from the grace of God into wantonness, and walk despite- 
fully against the spirit of grace; for the true giving of thanks to God, is 

* with the spirit of grace and supplication.' Zach. xii. 10, and Jude xiv. 

So they cannot truly give thanks to God, that turn the grace of 
God into wantonness, and that walk despitefully against the spirit of 
grace ; and therefore ' quench not the spirit.* 1 TTies. v. 19. And the. 
Lord saith, what hast thou to do to take my name into thy mouth, and 
hatest to be reformed ? and every one that names the name of Jesus, is 
to depart from iniquity ; else, Christ will bid such as do not depart from 
iniquity, ' depart from him ;' this is a sad sentence, for the Saviour and 
Redeemer and Mediator, to bid them * depart from me ye workers of 
iniquity, for I know you not :' so, though you may say grace (as you call 
it,) with your lips, yet if you feed without fear, and work iniquity, Christ 
will not own such. 

And James saith, * ye have lived in pleasures on the earth, and in 
wantonness ye have nourished your hearts, as in a day of daughter,' 
and so forth : were not such to ^ weep and howl V and therefore do not 
you think this day will not come upon you, that are found in these things : 
therefore be you warned in time. 

And doth not the apostle command you, Ephes. v. 16, 'to redeem the 
time, for the days arc evil.' And therefore see how you can redeem 
your time that is past; for does not the apostle tell you what the 
fruits of the flesh are, and what the fruits of the spirit ? so see what 
fruits you bear, and of what sort 

And do not you read in Rom. i. of such that gave themselves up to 
vile affections, and were filled with unrighteousness, fornication, wicked- 
ness, covetousness, full of envy and murder, debate and deceit, taking all 
things in the evil part, whisperers, backbiters, haters of God, doers of 
wrong, proud boasters, inventors of evil things, disobedient to parents, 
without understanding, covenant-breakers, without natural afiections, 
such as never cease from sin, which men (though they knew the law of 
God, bow that they which commit such things are worthy of death,) not 
only do the same, but have pleasure in them that do them. Ram. i. And 
therefore consider these things, all you who are found in these practises, 
and amend, lest God's wrath and judgments break forth suddenly upon 
you, ere ye be aware. For, do not you know, that * the unrighteous 
shall not inherit the kingdom of God 1 be not deceived, neither fornica- 
tors, nor adulterers, nor idolaters, nor wantons, nor thieves, nor covetous, 
nor drunkards, nor extortioners, nor railers, shall inherit the kingdom of 
God:' therefore ye must forsake all these things, if ye expect to inherit 
the kingdom of God, as you may see in 1 Cor. iv. 
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And do not you read of some, * that in words professed God, but in 
their works denied him?' and have not they that professed themselves 
christians, brought a great dishonour to ohri^tinnity, yea, among the 
very Turks and heathen, by their drunkenness, whoredoms, and unclean- 
nesg, cozening and cheating, and cursing and swearing, thefts and mur- 
ders ; so that amongst the Turks it has become a by- word, * what ! dost 
thou think I am a christian?' therefore, oil! that that holy name 
(whose name is above every name,) by which you are called, that you 
should walk so unworthy of it, as to cause his holy name to be blas- 
phemed ! and knowing there is no salvation by any other name under hea- 
ven, but by the name of Jesus, oh ! therefore, that every one that names 
his name, would depart from iniquity, and might walk as he walked : 
and let your moderation (ye that be called christians,) be known unto 
all men ; for the Lord is at hand, and sees all things, and will render 
unto every man according to his works : and do not you know, ye must 
give an account for every idle word ? and therefore, ought they not to 
be gracious, and seasoned with grace ? 

And whether, therefore, * you eat or drink, or whatsoever you do, do 
all to the glory of God.' 1 Cor. x. 31. Now there is no waster, drunk- 
ard, glutton, that can eat and drink to the glory of God ; but to the dis- 
honouring God, devouring and destroying his creatures, and consuming 
them upon their lusts, and feeding themselves without the fear of God : 
and if all christians did mind this, ' whether they eat or drink, that they 
do it to the praise and glory of God,' there would be no drunkard, no 
destroyer, no devourer, nor waster of (ilod's creatures found in Christen- 
dom. 

And likewise, ^ whatsoever you do, do it to the praise and glory of 
God.' [Mark,] ' whatsoever you do :' in this no christian would dishonour 
God; in this they would always have the Lord before their eyes, and 
his fear placed in their hearts. 

And therefore, whether we live, we should live unto the Lord, and 
whether we die, we should die unto the Lord : so all that are true chris- 
tians do live and die unto the Lord ; but * they that live in pleasures, are 
dead whilst they live,' as in 1 Tim. v. 

And consider ye what the prophet Hosea saith to the professing Jews, 
that did not live according to the law of God, nor the prophets; and 
may not the same be said unto you, that profess yourselves christians, but 
live not according to the gospel ? * Saith the Lord, I gave them corn, 
wine, and oil, and multitude of silver and gold, &c. And therefore I will 
return, saith the Lord, and take away my corn in the time thereof; and 
my wine in the season thereof; and I will recover my wool and my flax, 
given to cover their shame.' 

And therefore, consider this, ye christians, * what,' I say, *if the Lord 



should stop the earth from increasing,' for the Lord hath given you corn, 
wine and oil, silver and gold, wool and flax, which you consume and de- 
stroy upon your lusts, the lust of the eye, the lust of the flesh, and the 
pride of life, which b not of the Father, ' so that you should not have 
so much com as to feed you, and as much flax and wool as to cover your 
shaitie,' think you, would it not be just with the Lord so to do ? let the 
witness of God in your consciences, and your daily practice, and the 
scriptures answer and testify against you. 

For truly, when I was in Lancaster prison, I looked out of the bars 
of the window in the tower, and saw the angel of the Lord God, with 
his drawn glistering sword, shaking it over this nation, to execute God's 
vengeance, and the court was all as a flaming fire ; and this I saw before 
the beginning of the Dutch war, before the plague, and before the fire : 
and now I say again, if God Almighty, that created all for his glory, 
and gives the increase of all, (for the earth is the Lord's, and the 
fulness thereof,) and, whether you eat or drink, or whatsoever you do, 
you should do it to the praise and glory of God : and now, if you do not, 
but consume the creatures of God upon your own lusts, and with glut- 
tony and drunkenness waste and destroy them, and live wantonly, wick- 
edly, and in pleasures on the earth, which is a mark that such are dead 
from God and Christ whilst they live : now, I say, if God Almighty the 
Creator, should stop the earth from increasing with cattle and other 
creatures, and bring a famine upon you, how could any but say, the 
Lord is just in so doing ? for, look over Christendom, and see what volup- 
tuousness, drunkenness, excess, rioting, debauchery, oaths, cursing and 
swearing, that makes the land to mournH do you think there was the 
like in Sodom and Gomorrah, whom God set forth as examples of bis 
wrath, and such as suflered the vengeance of eternal fire, who followed 
strange flesh ? therefore, dread all ye that defile yourselves, and follow 
after strange flesh ; see Jude. Though you may think ye sit as queens, 
and glorify yourselves in your |l^pures, and may say in your hearts, ye 
shall see no sorrow ; but alas ! woe and torment will follow : and there- 
fore, before it be too late, repent, and consider these things. 

And remember Esau, that profane person, who for a morsel of meat 
sold his birthright, and afterwards he would have inherited the blessing, 
but he was rejected ; for he found no place of repentance, though he 
sought it with tears : and therefore, while ye have time, repent ; for, 
know ye not, that all that forget God, and do wickedly, he will turn into 
hell 1 and therefore forsake your wickedness. 

And do not you read, that the Lord Jesus will shew himself from hea- 
ven with his mighty angels in flaming fire, rendering vengeance unto 
them «that do not know God, and whi<^ obey not the gospel of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, [mark,] that do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus 
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Chriit; people may talk of it» but not obej it; * who ihall be punkhed 
with everlasting perdition from the presence of theLord, and from the 
glory of his power.' Mark this sentence, and take it to heart, as in 2 
Thes. L 7, 8. And see the sad sentence upon the wicked, in MaiU xxiv. 
51. and xxv. 41. 

And was it not in all ages the sins of the people, and their committing 
evil and wickedness in the sight of the Lord, that brought the wrath, 
and the plagues, and the sword, and the famine upon them, as you may 
read from Moses, in the time of the law, to the days of Christ and after 
Qirist 7 and is it not the same that brings it upon them called christians 
now, that make a profession of the new testament, as the Jews did of the 
old, and live not according to it ? oh England ! consider these things ; oh 
CSiristendom, (so called,) consider these things ; and walk honestly, as 
becomes the gospel^jand not in gluttony and drunkenness, in chambering 
and wantonness, neither in strife nor envy, but put on the Lord Jesus 
CSirist, and take no thought for the flesh, to fulfil the lusts thereof. Rom. 
xiiL 13. 

' But unto them that are contentious, and disobey the truth, though 
they may talk of it, shall be indignation and wrath, tribulation and an* 
guish will be upon the soul of every man that doth evil :' and therefore 
take heed, lest (after the hardness of your hearts, and your impenitency,) 
you heap unto yourselves ' wrath a^dnst the day of wrath, and of the 
Revelation of the just judgment of Grod:' take heed ofi this, you that 
deny Revelation ; you will find that you will feel it in the end, if you 
amend not Rom. iL 

And therefore, take heed of disobedience, and rebelling against the 
Lord's good qiirit, as in Nek. ix. For unto them who are disobedient, 
Christ is a stone of stumbling, and a rock of offence ; and therefore it is 
not the professing, but the obedient and believiDg, to whom he is elect 
and precious. 

< For behold, saith the Lord, the daf^mcth, that shall bum as an 
oven ; and all the proud, yea, and all that do wickedly, shall be as stub- 
ble ; and the day tl^t cometh shall bum them up, saith the Lord of hosts, 
and shall leave them neither root nor branch.' Mat. iv. 

Therefore consider, all ye that are proud, and do wickedly; do ye 
think this day will not come upon you ere you be aware, and neither 
leave you root nor branch ? what good will all your profession do you, 
if ye do wickedly, and are proud, when ye are found but as chaff and 
stubble consumed by fire ? therefore take these things to heart in your 
private chambers, and see whether you be not as stubble or chaff: ' but 
upon them that fear the name of the Lord, shall the Son of righteousneas 
arise, with healing in his wings ; jpid they shall grow up as calves hi the 
stall. And therefore, my desire is, that you may all repent, and amend 
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your lives and doings, and turn to the Lord, from all your evil ways, 
words, lives and conversations, and fear him, which to do, is to depart 
from evil, that the wrath of God and the Lamb may not cpmc upon you; 
for I desire the good of all your souls, and the eternal welfare of all 
people. 

And the apostle saith in 1 Cor. x, * neither let us (to wit, the chris- 
tians,) commit fornication, as some of them (to wit, the Jews,) did, and 
fell in one day three and twenty thousand.' 

'Neither be ye idolaters, (to wit, the christians,) as some of them were 
(to wit, the Jews,) as it is written, the people sat down to eat and drink, 
and rose up to play.' 

Now, all these things came upon them, (to wit, the Jews,) for exam- 
ple, and they were written to admonish us, that christians should not fol- 
low them. 

And the prophet saith, Hab. iL 15. ' Woe unto him that giveth his 
neighbour drink, that puttest thy bottle to him, and makest him drunk 
also, that thou maycst look on liis nakedness ; thou art filled with shame 
for glory : drink thou also, and let thy nakedness be uncovered; the cup 
of the Lord's right hand shall be turned unto thee.' Now consider this, 
ye that profess yourselves christians, and live not the life of Christianity, 
whether ye be not found in these practises that the scriptures declare 
against 

Hagg, L 6. * Ye have sown much, and bring in little, ye eat, but ye 
are not satisfied ; ye drink, and are not filled ; ye clothe you, but you 
are not warm ; and he that eameth wages, putteth it into a broken 
bag.' 

Now, is not this the condition of many called christians, that drink, 
and are never filled ; and eat, and are not satisfied ; and earn, but waste 
their wages? 

^ And in .^mos iii. 15. and iv. 1. ' I will smite, saith the Lord, the winter- 
house, and the summerhouse, and the houses of ivory shall perish, and 
the great houses shall be consumed, saith the Lord, hear this word, ye 
kine of Bashan, that are in the mountains of Samaria, which oppress 
the poor, and destroy the needy ; and they say unto their masters, bring 
and let us drink.' &c. 

Now, consider this, ye that are found in such practises, and see what 
judgment the Lord brought against such. 

And in Hos. iv. 18. there you may see how Ephraim's drunkenness 
stunk ; ' their drunkenness stinketh, (saith the prophet,) they have 
committed whoredom. 

And docs not the nominal christians* drunkenness stink, think ye, to- 
gether with other their unclcanness ? 

Vol. v.— 2 
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And in Prcrc, xx. it. is said, ' wine is a mocker, and strong drink is 
l^ging ; and whosoever is deceived thereby is not wise.' 

So mark, ye unwise christians, that are found in this raging with this 
strong drink; and do yc think that ye are wise, that are deceived with 
wine the mocker ? 

And in Prov, iv. 14, to 18. * Enter not into the way of the wicked, 
and w*alk not in the way of evil men, and avoid it, and go not by it, 
but turn from it, and pass by ; for they cannot sleep except they do 
evil; and they cause some to fall ; for they cat the bread of wicked- 
ness, and drink the wine of violence." Were not these things judged by 
the law ol God ? and arc they not judged by the gospel ? and do not 
you think that the Lord will make such to drink the wine of giddiness? 
as in PsaL Ix. 3, &.c. 

And in PsaL Ixxx. 5. ' Thou hast fed them with the bread of tears, 
and gave them tears to drink in a great measure.' And do ye think 
that ye christians, that feed yourselves without the fear of God, and 
consume his good creatures upon your lusts, must not be fed with the 
bread of tears, and have tears to drink from the hand of the Lord. 

And in ha Ivi. 12. 'Come ye,' say they, to w^t, the shepherds or the 
watchmen, ' I will fetch wine, and we will fill ourselves with strong drink; 
and to-morrow, shall be as this day, and much more abundant.' And 
were not these reproved by the prophets ? and are not such reproved 
DOW by the gospel \ 

And in Isa, xxvii. 7, 8. ' For all their tables are full of filthy vomitings.' 
Now, look into your houses of drunkenness, ye called christians, and see 
what iilthiness is there ; and by such doings ye devour the creation, and 
cause the drink of the thirsty to fail, which would do them good, which 
you destroy, and do yourselves hurt withal. 

And the prophet Isaiah saith, ' but they have erred because of wine, 
and are out of the way by strong drink : the priests and the prophets 
also have erred by strong drink ; they are swallowed up with wine, they 
are gone astray through strong drink ; they fail in vision, they stumble 
in judgment' 

Come, try yourselves by these scriptures, ye that call yourselves chris- 
tians, and ye priests and prophets ; and see whether by strong drink ye 
have not stumbled in judgment, and erred in vision, and are some of you 
■wallowed up with wine ? 

And does not the prophet cry against the pride and the drunkenness 
of Ephraim ? and do not many now, that are called christians, take a 
pleasure and pride in making others drunk ? and were not such threat- 
ened with judgments, and cried against them ? and arc not such to be 
warned now, as then ? 

And now take heed lest this come upon you as is spoken of in ha, xxiv- 
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' the earth shall be clean emptied, and utterly spoiled, the Lord hath 
spoken it ; because the inhabitants of the earth have transgressed his 
laws, and changed his ordinances, and broken his everlasting covenant ; 
therefore the curse devours the earth, and the habitations thereof: then 
the wine faileth, and all that vrere of a merry heart do mourn ; the 
mirth of tabrets ceaseth ; the voice of them that rejoice endeth ; the 
joy of the harp ceaseth ; the earth lamenteth and fadeth away ; the 
world is feeble and decayed ; the proud people of the earth are weak- 
ened ; they shall not drink wine with mirth ; strong drink shall be bitter 
to them that drink it ; the city of vanity is broken down ; every house 
is shut up, that no man cometh into it : there is a cry for wine in the 
streets ; all joy is darkened : the mirth of the world is gone away : 
surely this shall be in the midst of the earth among the people, as the 
shaking of an olive tree, and as the grapes when the vintage is ended.* 

Now, consider these things, ye that profess yourselves christians, and 
are the transgressors of the gospel, and the commands and law of Jesus, 
as the Jews did, the law of God and his ordinances under the old cove- 
nant : do ye think this curse and judgments will not come upon you, that 
are found in these practises ? 

And in Isa, 5. ' Woe unto them that rise up early to follow drunken- 
ness, and to them that continue until night, till wine doth inflame them ; 
and the harp, viol, timbrel and pipe, and wine are in their feasts, but 
they regard not the work of the Lord, nor consider they the works of 
his hands :' therefore, does not the Lord say, ^ he will lay his vineyard 
waste, and it shall bring forth briars and thorns.' 

And therefore take heed, ye christians, so called, that pract'ise such 
things, lest your vineyard be laid waste also. 

And ' woe unto them,' says the prophet, • that are mighty to drink 
wine, and to them that are strong to pour in strong drink ; which justify 
the wicked for a reward, and take away the righteousness of the righte- 
ous from him; and call evil good, and good evil. Therefore, as the 
flaming fire devours the stubble, and as the chafl* is consumed of the 
flame, so their root shall be as rottenness, and their bud shall rise up 
like dust, because they have cast ofl* the law of the Lord of hosts, and 
contemned the word of the holy one of Israel : therefore is the wrath of 
the Lord kindled against his people, and he hath stretched out his hand 
upon them,' &c. 

And now consider ye this that profess yourselves christians, and are 
found in these practises ; have not ye cast away the command and law 
of Jesus Christ, and contemned his instructions, who says, < be ye holy, as I 
am holy ; without which none shall see the Lord :' and ye oi^t to walk 
as Christ walked ; and will not he render vengeance in flames of fire 
against all such as obey not the gospel, and walk not as becomes the gos- 
peU 
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And did not the Lord bring his judgments upon the Jews for such 
actions ? and do you think he will clear you of such actions, because ye 
make a profession of Christianity, and the gospel ? Xay, nay, be not de- 
ceived : God's wrath and righteous judgments will be revealed from 
heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men ? and there- 
fore amend and repent, lest these judgments come upon you at una- 
wares: when you and your priests are crying, 'peace, peace,' sudden 
destruction comes upon you, as it did u|)on Sodom, and the old world. 

And you that be found out of the power of Godliness, as the Jews 
were found out of the law of God ; do you think that the stone will not cry 
out of the wall, and the beam out of the timber shall answer to it, 
against you that delight in sin and wickedness ? 

•This vision is plain, saith the Lord ; he that runs may read it; and 
the vision is for an appointed time, but at the last it shall speak.' Hab,2. 

Therefore while ye have time repent, and give over pleading for 
your sin and bouy of death and wickedness to the grave ; for there is no 
repentance thore ; and as the tree falls, so it lies; therefore cease to sin 
and break olfyour iniquities by repentance. ' For the grave cannot con- 
fess to the Lord, nor death cannot praise him and they that go down 
into the pit cannot hope for the truth ; but the living, the hving shall 
confess thee, as I do this day ; the father to the children shall declare 
the truth,' thus saith Hezekiah, Isa. xxxviii. 18, 19.~7 

And you may see these evil works and workers before-mentioned, to 
wit, drunkenness, uncleanness, d:c. are the works of such as go into hell ; 
for the scripture saith, all that forget God, and do wickedly, shall be 
turned into hell, as aforesaid ; and so into that which burns with Are 
and brimstone ; and therefore saith the prophet, hell hath enlarged her- 
self, and opened her mouth witliout measure ; and their glory and their 
pomp, and he that rejoiceth among them shall descend into it. Isa, v. 
14. Therefore consider this, all ye drunkards and unclean persons, that 
feed yourselves without fear, and destroy and devour the creatures of God 
upon your lusts, lest hell swallow you up, which has opened its mouth 
without measure ; be sure it will, except you speedily repent and' amend 
your lives and doings, and turn, unto the Lord. /-Though you may call 
drunkenness and uncleanness, good-fellowship, and call others fools that 
will not follow you into the same excess of riot, yet it h the bad-fellow- 
ship ; for the good-fellowship is in the good spirit of God, which morti- 
6es these evils, and the works of the flesh, which are manifest ; as, adul- 
tery, fornication, uncleanne&s, wantonness, envy, murder, drunkenness, 
gluttony, &c. * whereof I tell you (says the apostle) that they that do 
luch things shall not inherit the kingdom of God.' GaL 5. G. F. 

IVorcester Prison^ this 1st of the 11/A month. 1(>74. 



FOR ALL THE BISHOPS AND PRIESTS IN CHRISTENDOM, 

To measure themselves by the scriptures of truths and see if they he not re- 

proved by them, and the Spirit from whence they came. 
And to all that call themselves papists, bishops, ministers and teachers of the 

gospel ; and professors in Christendom {so called,) thai say they have not 

the same poicer and spirit the apostles had, — By G. F, 



Read and try roith patience, and he not offended at truth. 

He that hath the form of Godliness, and denies the power thereof, from such turn 
away. 2 Tim, iii. 5. 

Woe be unto thee tliat spoilest, and thou wast not spoiled, and dost wickedly, and 
they did not wickedly a^inat thee, when thou shalt cease to spoil, then thou slialt be 
spoiled, &c. Tsa, xxxiii. 1. 

Woe unto the rebellious children, saith the Lord, that take counsel, but not of me, 
and cover with a covering, but not with my spirit, that they may add sin unto sin. laa. 
XXX. 1. 

Let his habitation be void, and let no man dwell therein, and let another take hii 
oiEce. Jlct9 i. 20. 



If you do own God, and Christ, the prophets and apostles, that God 
chose and sent to speak, and which Christ chose and sent to preach, and 
what they sent them to declare against, are those things to be held up T 
and such teachers, which they marked out by their fruits, that we should 
know them by ? are they not to be cried against in these our ages, as 
they did in their ages? 

Such as were the sons of Eli, and Eli not restraining their sons, but 
honoured his sons above God ; therefore the Lord said, 1 Sam. ii. 29, <&c. 
' He would cut off his arm, and the arm of his father's house ; and this 
should be the sign unto him, that he would cut off his sons in one day.' So 
Eli the priest lost his two sons, lost his life, lost the ark of God, and lost 
the priesthood ; and therefore saith the Lord < I will stir up a faithful 
priest that shall do according to my heart and mind, (to wit, Samuel,) 
and all that is left in Elli's house shall come and bow down to him for a 
piece of silver, and a morsel of bread,' Slc. 

Here was the judgments of God upon the unruly and unfaithful priests, 
as in the first of Sam. ii. 

And when Samuel was old, he made his sons judges over Israel, and 
his sons walked not in his ways, but turned aside after lucre, and took 
rewards, and perverted judgment, which grieved the good people, and 
Samuel, which brought judgments afterwards upon them, as in 1 Sam. 



14 

L and viiL And Samuel said unto all Israel, in 1 Sam. xiL 3, ' Behold, here 
I am, bear record of me before the Lord ; whose ox have I taken T or 
whose ass have I taken ? or whom have I done wrong unto ? or whom 
have I hurt T or of whose hand have I received anv bribe to blind mine 
eyes therewith, and I will restore it to you again !' tlien they said, * Thou 
hast done us no wrong, nor hurt us, neither hast thou taken aught of any 
man's hands,' vSLc. Samuel said unto them, ' The Lord is witness against 
you, and his anointed is witness this day, that ye have found naught in 
my hands,' and they answered, * lie is witness.' 

Now, can you priests of Cliristendom say, as Samuel said herein truth 
in his old age, and the people say so of you, as they said here of Samuel, 
and cleared Samuel, saying, * Let the Lord be witness,' come try your- 
selves by this scripture ; and by the prophets' example.' 

* And Gchazi, the servant of Elisha, went after Xaaman for a reward, 
and when he came to him, he asked him whether all was well, and he 
said to him> all was well, then said Geliazi, my master Elisha hath sent 
me, saying, behold there be come to me even now from Ephraim, two 
young men of the children of the prophets, give them, I pray thee, a 
talent of silver, and two changes of raiment ; and Naaman gave him two 
talents of silver, and two changes of raiment ; and so Gehazi, laid them 
in his house, and came and stood before Elisha, and Elisha said unto him, 
whence, comest thou? and he said, thy servant went no whither, and he 
said unto him, went not my heart with thee, when the man turned 
again from his chariot to meet thee ? Is this a time to Uxkc money, and 
to receive garments, and olives, and vineyards, and sheep and oxen, and 
men-ser^'ants, and maid-servants ? then said Elisha to his servant Gehazi, 
the leprosy therefore of Naaman shall cleave unto thee, and unto thy 
seed for ever ; and he went out from his presence, a leper white as snow,' 
mark ye priests this, and whether the cause of this leprosy of Gehazi do 
not stick and remain upon you who are of his spirit and will take by 
force from them you do nothing for. 

Now Elisha had healed this Naaman of his leprosy, and Naaman would 
have given Elisha a reward, and Elisha affirmed he would not receive 
it, when Naaman would have constrained him to have received it, but 
Elisha refused it ; and Naaman would have given Elisha's servant some- 
thing, but Elisha would not suffer him to give his servant any thing, 
yet greedy covetous Gehazi his servant run after him with a lie in his 
mouth, and received his rewards, and received thereby the leprosy to 
himself and his seed for ever. 

And therefore take heed of Gehazi*s leprosy in running after gifts and 
rewards, ye papbts and priests, and other teachers, and mind also the 
nobleness of the spirit which was in Elisha, who refused all Naaman's 
gifts and rewards, and would not sufler bis servant to take any neither, 
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2 Kings V. and in 2 Kings vL Such was the envy of some, that 
would have taken oiTElisha's head, but the Lord prevented them, as in 
2 Kings vii. and the unbelieving prince was trodden to death, according 
as Elisha prophe»ied to him. 

And as Elislia went through Bethel, the children mocked him, and 
two bears came out of the forest and tore in pieces two and forty of 
their children ; therefore take heed, all ye mockers and people, how ye 
suffer your children and yourselves to mock the prophets of God, who 
do what they do freely. 2 Kings, ii. 24. And in Isa. Ivi. the Lord God 
sent him to cry against the watchmen, and the shepherds, and were not 
these such as pretended to watch for people's souls, and to feed them^ 
think ye 1 

The Lord saith, which gathereth the scattered of Israel, * yet will I 
gather to them, those that are to be gathered to them,' all ye beasts of 
the field come to devour, yea all the beasts of the forest, [mark,] their 
watchmen are all blind, [mar|c,] all blind, strange watchmen to be all 
blind, they have no knowledge, they are all dumb dogs, they cannot 
bark, they lie and sleep, and delight in sleepily, and these greedy dogs 
can never have enough, and these shepherds cannot understand ; for 
they all look for their own way, every one for his gain from his quarter, 
and say, ^ come, I will bring wine, and we will fill ourselves with strong 
drink, and to-morrow shall be as this day, and much more abundant,' &c» 

Now, are such watchmen and such shepherds as these to be held up^ 

or to be justified in our days, which the prophet cried against, he says, 

' they are all blind,' and calls them < all greedy dumb dogs, who look for 

. their own advantage, and seek their gain from their quarter,' and may 

not such be so called as do so now, as you may see in Isa. Ivi. 

And Isaiah saith, Isa. Iv. 1,2.' Ho, every one that thirsteth come ye 
to the waters, and ye that have no silver buy and eat, come, I say, buy 
wine and milk without silver and without price, wherefore do you lay 
out your silver and not for bread, and your labour without being satis- 
fied, hearken diligently unto me, and eat that which is good, let your 
souls delight in fatness, incline your ears unto me, hear, and your souls 
shall live :' so the souls do not live without inclining the ears, and coming 
unto the Lord, and hearing him. 

Now these shepherds and blind watchmen, which were called the 
greedy dumb dogs that could never have enough, they were of another 
spirit than Isaiah was of, who may get the form of the true prophets' 
words, but not in the power and spirit that they were in, as many are 
now. 

And in Jer, v. and in the latter part of the chapter, ' shall I not visit 
for these things,' saith the Lord, * shall not my soul be avenged of such a 
nation as this? a horrible and filthy thing is committed in the land, the 
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prophets prophesy fakelj, and the priests preach for hire, or bear rule 
by their means, and my people love to have it so, what will ye do in the 
end thereof? 

And now people consider, is not this a filthy horrible thing committed 
in the land now, which Jeremiah the prophet cried against then 7 and 
Jeremiah wept over such, and said, *• oh ! that my head were waters, 
and my eyes a fountain of tears, &c. for they bend their tongues like 
bows for lies, but they have no counigc for truth.* Jer. ix. 

And again, in J&r. x. 21. ' For the pastors are become beasts, and have 
not sought the Lord, therefore liave they no understanding, and all the 
flocks of their pastures are scattered :' measure yourselves therefore, ye 
pastors of this age with those pastors, and try and see if you be out of 
their steps. 

And in Jer, xiiL There you may see how the priests, and the false 
prophets, and all the inhabitants of Jerusalem, and of the land, how that 
they were filled with drunkenness, &c. and how the Lord ' dashed them 
one against another ;' and further see the false prophets in Jer. xiv. 
* thus saith the Lord, the prophets' prophecy lies in my name, for I have 
not sent them, neither did I command them, neither did I speak to them, 
but they prophesy unto you a false vision, and divination, and vanity, 
and the deceitfulness of their own hearts, therefore, thus saith the Lord, 
concerning the prophets that prophesy in my name, and I have not sent 
them ; yet they say sword and famine shall not be in the land, by sword 
and famine shall those prophets be consumed, and the people to whom 
these prophets do prophesy shall be cast out into the streets of Jerusalem, 
because of the famine and the sword, and there shall be none to bury 
them, both they and their wives, and sons, and their daughters, I will 
pour out their wickedness upon them ;' so see what judgments came 
upon these flattering false prophets, and the people that set them up, 
and do you think, that they which hold up such in our days, can they 
and them escape the hand of the Lord ? does not many now prophesy 
and preach in the name of the I^rd, that the Lord hath never sent, 
nor commanded, nor spoken to them ? nay, do not they say in plain 
words there is no hearing of his voice now a-days, how ^)hould he send 
them then, what can they preach or prophesy 7 but a false vision, and 
a divination, and vanity and deceitfulness of their own hearts, now as 
then : so the true must have a command and hear God's voice ; the true 
prophets and preachers that he sends, which deny such as Jeremiah did 

then. 

When Pashur the son of Immer the priest, heard Jeremiah prophesy 
these things, he smote Jeremiah the prophet, and put him in the stocks 
that were in the high gate of Benjamin, on the morrow Pashur brought 
Jeremiah out of the stocks, then said Jeremiah unto him, ' the Lord hath 
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not called thy name Pashur, but Magor Missabib/ wbich by iaterpreta- 
tion is fear round about ; * and thou Pashur, and all that dwelleth in thy 
house shall go into captivity, and thou shalt come to Babylon, and there 
shalt thou die, and be buried, and all thy friends to whom thou hast pro- 
phesied lies :' so there was the end of the false prophet and his friends, 
see in Jer. xx. and take heed ye priests of Christendom of this, that breed 
up your sons in the way of the false prophets, who were strikers and 
persecutors of the tru^. 

. ^ Woe be unto the pastors that destroy and scatter the sheep of my 
pasture saith the Lord ; therefore, thus saith the Lord God of Israel unto 
the pastors that feed my people, ye have scattered my flocks and thrust 
them out, and have not visited them ; behold I will visit you for the wick- 
edness of your works, saith the Lord, and I will gather the remnant of 
my sheep out of all countries, whither I had driven them, and will bring 
them again to their fold, and they shall grow and increase, and I will set 
up shepherds over them to feed them, and they shall dread no more/ 
d^c So here the Lord is the gatherer of his sheep unto his fold, which 
the false shepherds have scattered and thrust them out of, whom the 
Lord will visit ; mark ye this, ye. papists, priests, &c., of Chrbtendomy 
that are found in the work of the false, and give over eating the sour 
grapes, and setting your teeth on edge against God*s sheep, that are 
gathered into his fold. 

And the Lord saith, ' I have seen the foolishness of the prophets of 
Samaria, that prophesied in Baal, and c<iused my people to err ;' and 
further the Lord saith, ' I have seen also in the prophets of Jerusalem, 
filthiness and adultery, and walking in lies, they strengthen also the hands 
of the wicked,' [mark,] that none can return from his wickednes, * they 
are all unto me as Sodom,' says the Lord, those were sad prophets *• and 
the inhabitants thereof as Gomorrah ;' sad people, sad professors. So 
measure yourselves ye priests and shepherds, and people now a-days with 
these, and try whether ye be in their steps or not ? therefore, * thus saith 
the Lord of hosts concerning the prophets, I will feed them with worm- 
wood, and will make them drink the water of gall, for from the pro- 
phets of Jerusalem, (which was the highest place of worship,) is wick- 
edness gone forth into all the land :' now this is the food the Lord will 
feed them withal. So mark, this is to be your fiiody who are found in 
their steps and practice, you priests in Christendom. 

Again, ' thus saith the Lord God of hosts, hear not the words of the 
prophets that prophesy unto you, and teach you vanity, and speak the 
vision of their own hearts, and not from the mouth of the Lord ;' and 
here it is clear we are not to hear such as do not speak out from the 
mouth of the Lord which is God's command ; and is it not said, that none 
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hath any thing from the mouth of the Lord now a-days, and there is no 
hearing of his voice 7 

Moreover the Lord saith, 'I have not sent these prophets, yet they 
ran, I have not spoken to them, yet they prophesy, but if they had stood 
in my counsel, and had declared my words to the people, then they would 
have turned them from their evil wav, and the wickedness of their inven- 
tions.* 

And now here you may sec what is the cause that people are not 
turned from their evil ways, and from their wicked inventions, because 
the prophets run and God never sent them, and speak, and he never 
spoke to them, and stand not in the council of God. Now might not 
those false prophets say, ' we liave the words of the Lord which Moses 
and the prophets spoke,' as you now say ye have the words that Christ 
and the apostles spoke, yet not from the mouth of the Lord ? so would 
not the true prophets have reproved you, who are found in the false 
prophets' practice ? 

• I have heard saith the Lord, what the prophets said that prophesy 
lies in my name, saying I have dreamt a dream :' mark, still they go ih 
God*s name, and use his name, as all the false doth that God never sent 
nor spoke unto. 

But saith the Lord, • how long do the prophets delight to prophesy 
lies, even prophesying of the deceit of their own hearts ; think they to 
cause my people to forget my name by their dreams, which they tell 
every man to his neighbour as their forefathers have forgotten my name V 
so it is but the deceit of their own hearts, and a dream, if it be not from 
the mouth of the Lord, though they may run and tell it in the name of 
the Lord; 'but the prophet that hath a dream, let him tell his dream, 
and he that hath my word, let him speak my word faithfully ; what is 
the chaff to the wheat, saith the Lord ? is not my word even like a fire, 
saith the Lord, and like a liammer that breaketh the stone ? and there- 
fore saith the Lord, behold I will come against the prophets that steal 
my word, every one from his neighbour ;' [mark,] that steal God's words, 
and therefore consider all you prophets and teachers, that do not speak 
from the mouth of the Lord, do not you steal God's words from your 
neighbour ? will not the Lord come against you 7 for do not you all steal 
bis words that have not the word from the Lord's mouth 7 then are not 
you all chaff7 ' behold saith the Lord, I will come against the prophets 
which have sweet tongues, and say, he saith it,' (to wit, the Lord,) oh ! 
is not this deceit 7 and are not many found in this practice '' try your- 
selves though your tongues be never so sweet, and let not means of lucre 
blind your eyes. 

* And behold, saith the Lord, I will come against the prophets that 
prophesy false dreams, and to tell them, and cause the people to err by 
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their lies, and by their flatteries, and I sent them not, saith the Lord, nor 
commanded them ; therefore they bring no profit to tliis people, saith 
the Lord.' And therefore, it is clear those that God commands not, nor 
sends, bring not profit to the people then, nor now ; but they feed the 
people up with flatteries and with lies, therefore examine yourselves, 
and your fruits ; for the wickedness of these false prophets, and priests 
and pastors, and such as followed and held them up, * I will bring saith 
the LfOrd upon them an everlasting reproach and perpetual shame that 
shall never be forgotten,' as may be seen throughout Jer, xxiii. and do 
you think, that ye that are found in their practises, that these things are 
forgotten of the Lord, and that he will not visit you for the same ? and 
though the Lord sent unto them his prophets and servants rising up early, 
but they would not hear, nor incline their ears to obey, but inclined their 
ears after those false prophets, priests and pastors ; is it not so now 1 Jer* 
XXV. examine yourselves by the scripture. 

* Then spake the priests and the prophets unto the princes, that Jere- 
miah is worthy to die, and he told them, if they put him to death they 
would bring innocent blood upon themselves, and upon their city, and 
upon the inhabitants thereof; for of a truth the Lord hath sent me unto 
you to speak all these words in your ears ;' and this stopped them from 
putting him to death, as you may see in Jer, xxvL 

And some of the elders said, that Micah prophesied in the days of 
Hezekiah, and told him that Zion should be ploughed up like a field, and 
Jerusalem should be as a heap, and the mountains of the house should 
be as the high place of the forest, but Hezekiah did not put him to 
death ; and Uriah, he prophesied against the city of Jerusalem, he pro- 
phesied to king Joachim, and to all his men of power, and princes, and 
the king sought to slay him, but Uriah heard it, and went into Egypt, 
but the king sent for him from thence, and slew him ; but the hand of 
Ahikam was with Jeremiah that they should not give him to the peo- 
ple to put Ijim to death ; and have not many of the priests imprisoned, 
and sought the life of many of God's prophets now a-days, that have 
declared against you the like things? 

And Hananiah a false prophet, which took the yoke ofT Jeremiah's 
neck, and prophesied lies unto the people, then Jeremiah made him 
yokes of iron, and Jeremiah said to Hananiah, ' hear now the words 
that the Lord hath sent unto thee, thou makest these people to trust in 
a lie, therefore, thus saith the Lord, L will cast thee oflf from the earth, 
this year thou shalt die, because thou hast spoken rebelliously against 
the Lord : so Hananiah, the false prophet died the same year, in the 
seventh month. Jer. xxviii. 

Again, * thus saith tlie Lord of hosts, the God of L-srael, let not your 
prophets and your soothsayers that be amongst you deceive you, neither 
give ear to your dreams which ye dream ; for they prophesy to you a 
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lie in my name ; I have not sent them saith the Lord.' So their ears are 
to be unto the Lord, and not to the dreams of their false prophets, nor 
their own. 

And you may see what became of Shemaiah the false prophet, who 
prophesied unto the captivity, and sent letters in the name of the Lord 
to them in Babel ; thus saith the Lord [of Shemaiah,] * because he had 
prophesied unto you and I sent him not, he hath caused you to trust in 
a lie, therefore, thus saith the Lord, I will visit Shemaiah and his seed, 
he shall not have a man to dwell amongst his people, neither shall he 
behold the good that I will do for my people saith the Lord, because he 
hath spoken rcbelliously against me, saith the Lord.' Therefore, see ye 
priests in Christendom, how dangerous it is to speak lying words in the 
name of the Lord, and say, thus saith the Lord, when the Lord never 
spoke unto them ; and go about to make him the father of their lies; 
but such you may see the end of, which were reproved by the true pro- 
phet, Jer. xxix. and ;iuch shall not enjoy the good of the land, though 
they may haul and pluck from people for a time. And in Jer. xxxvii. 15. 
where the princes were angry with Jeremiah, and smote him, and laid 
him in prison in the house of Jonathan, and put him in the dungeon : 
and in the 28th verse, they desired that Jeremiah might be put to death ; 
for he weakens the hands of the people, then said Zedekiah, the king, 
' behold, he is in your hands ; for the king can deny you nothing, then 
took they Jeremiah and cast him into the dungeon of Melachia, and they 
let him down with cords into the dungeon, and there was no water but 
mire ; so Jeremiah stuck fast in the mire, and Ebedmelech, the black- 
moor, told the king that ihey had done evil in casting Jeremiah the pro- 
phet into the dungeon, and he dieth for hunger ; and so here the black- 
moor had more mercy upon him than his own countrymen, the professing 
priests and Jews, and the king bid the black-moor take thirty men with 
him, and take up Jeremiah before he died, and so he took old rags and 
clouts, and bid Jeremiah put them under his armholes between the cords, 
and so they drew Jeremiah out, as in Jer, xxxviii. and Jeremiah remained 
in prison till the children of Israel went into captivity to Babylon, and 
Nebuchadnezzar's chief steward took Jeremiah in and said unto him, 
' that he loosed him this day from hb chain that was on his hands, and if 
it please thee to come with me unto Babel, come and I will look well 
unto thee, but if not, tarry still, behold all the land is before thee, 
whether it seemeth good and convenient for thee to go, thither ga' 

So here is seen the moderation of this heathen to the Lord's prophet, 
and the fulfilling of the Lord*s prophets' sayings upon all the false priests 
and prophets ; for he was bound in a chain to have gone to Babylon 
amongst the rest, till he understood who he was ; and this chief steward 
of Nebuchadnezzar did say unto Jeremiah, ' the Lord thy God hath 
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pronounced this plague against this place, and now the Lord hath brought 
it to pass, and done it according as he hath said, because you have 
sinned against the Lord, and have not obeyed his voice, therefore this 
thing is come upon you.' 

Now here you may see, here this heathen could see the fulfilling of 
this word of the I^rd upon the rebellious professing Jews and Jerusalem, 
for sinning against the Lord, and not obeying his voice ; and see how 
this heathen could believe in the Lord, and speak of the Lord, which 
had not the scriptures, which was Nebuchadnezzar's chief steward, as 
in Jer. xl. And have not many of the Lord's propliets found more mo- 
deration and civility amongst the heathen, than from the outside pro- 
fessing christians ? 

And in Lament, ii. 14. where he speaks of the flattering prophets, and 
saith, 'Thy prophets have looked out vain and foolish things for thee, 
and they have not discovered thine iniquity to turn away thy captivity, 
but have looked out for thee false prophecies and causes of banishment' 
And so instead of discovering to people their iniquity, which is the cause 
of captivity and banishment from the Lord, you teach people to plead 
for their body of sin, and death, and iniquity to the grave, when all is 
buried together, then for ten or twenty shillings give them a funeral 
sermon. 

And in Lam. 4. 13. * For sins of her prophets, and the iniquity of her 
priests, that have shed the blood of the just in the midst of her, they 
have wandered as blind men in the streets, and they are polluted with 
blood.' See how Jeremiah laments over the^e poor people, to whom the 
false priests and prophets were the cause of so much misery ; and was it 
not because of those false priests, scribes and pharisees that destruction 
came upon the Jews and Jerusalem in the days of Christ, who would 
neither own him themselves, nor suffer others ; and is it not the same 
cause that brings misery upon all Christendom now, even the sins and 
iniquities of the priests and people ? 

And in Jer. xii. there you may sec how the false priests were like to 
foxes that worried and destroyed the sheep and lambs ; ' son of man 
prophesy against the prophets of Israel, that prophesy out of their own 
hearts,' so it was not from the Lord, ' thus saith the Lord God, woe unto 
the foolish prophets that follow their own spirits, and have seen nothing, 
Oh Israel, thy prophets are like unto foxes in the waste places ; ye have 
not risen up in the gaps, neither made up the hedges of the house of 
Israel, to stand in the battle in the day of the Lord.' So is not this the 
mark now of all the false prophets that follow their own spirits and see 
nothing, who say, they have not the same spirit as the prophets and 
apostles had ] Is not this your confession both in old and new England, 
and other places? and how can you make up the hedge, or stand in the 
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gap, and not be in that spirit and power that the prophets and apostles 
were in, but rather make it wider 1 

But further, the Lord sailh concerning the false prophets, ' They have 
seen vanity, and lying divhiation, saying the Lord saith it, and the Lord 
hath not sent them, and they have made others to hope that they would 
confirm the word of their prophecy : have ye not seen a vain vision, and 
have not ye seen a lying divination, and ye say the Lord saith it, when I 
have not spoken ? therefore, thus saith the Lord Go(], because ye have 
spoken vanity and seen lies, therefore behold, I am against you saith the 
Lord.' 

Now here we see such that the Lord hath not spoken to, and the Lord 
hath not sent them, yet these false prophets or teachers would father 
their words upon the Lord, and will they not do so now ? saying the 
Lord saith it, and profess themselves that the I^rd sent them, when the 
Lord never spoke to them ; but the Lord and his prophets are against 
all such ? And the Lord saith, * My hand shall be upon the prophets that 
see vanity and divine lies, they shall not be in the assemblies of my 
people, &.C. they shall know that he is Lord ;* ftnd s<'iith the Lord, ' because 
they have deceived my people, saying peace, and there was no peace ; 
one builds up a wall, and behold, the other daubs it with untempered 
mortar, and this wall shall fall; for there shall come a great shower, and 
I will send hailstones that will cause it to fall, and a stormy wind shall 
break it down, and when the wall has fallen, will it not be said, where 
is the daubing wherewith ye have daubed it V So God will destroy all 
these false prophets, and their wall, and their daubings to the ground, so 
that the foundation thereof shall be discovered, and it shall fall and be 
consumed, and ye shall know that I am the Lord. 

' Thus saith the Lord, I will accomplish my wrath upon the wall, and 
upon them that have daubed it with untempered mortar, and will say 
unto you, the wall is no more, neither the daubers thereof (to wit, the 
false prophets of Israel.) who prophesied upon Jerusalem, and seeing 
visions of peace for it, and there is no peace saith the Lord.' 

So here is the end of the false prophets, and their daubing, and their 
wall, who follow their own spirit, and see nothing, and such cannot 
temper the mortar : for that is done by God's spirit, they must follow 
that, and they that do, cry against such as Ezekiel declared against. 

And so the son of man was to set his face against all such «is prophe- 
sied out of their o\mi hearts, and such as sowed pillows under the arm- 
holes, that they might lie soft in their sins and wickedness, and hunted 
the soul of God's people. And saith the Lord, < will ye pollute me 
amongst my people for handsful of barley, and pieces of bread, to slay 
the souls of them that should not die,' dec. 
"Wherefore thus saith the Lord God, ' Behold, I will have to do with 
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your pillows, wherewith ye have hunted the souls to make my people 
fly, and I will tear tliem from your armholes, and I will let the souls go,' 
blessed be ' the Lord, for it is his own work, which many witness, even 
the souls that ye hunt to make them fly ; here the Lord rescues the souls 
out of the snares of the false prophets, to him be glory forever ; * your 
vails also will I tear, and deliver my people out of your hand, and they 
shall be no more in your hands, to be hunted, and ye shall know that I 
am the Lord, because with your lies you have made the hearts of the 
righteous sad, whom I have not made sad, and strengthened the hands 
of the wicked, that he should not turn from his wicked way, by promis- 
ing him life ;' and this is the work of the false prophet, that follows his 
own spirit, that hath not the spirit of God's prophets, to make the heart 
of the righteous sad, and to strengthen the hands of the wicked, that 
they should not turn from their wicked way, promising them life in it, 
and teaching them to plead for sin as long as they live ; but the ever- 
lasting life is out of it, being turned from the way of the wicked ; and 
do not you priests now a-days promise them life, though you say, they 
must carry their body of sin and death to the grave ; and so are worse 
than your forefathers, whom the Lord by his prophets declared against 

Therefore saith the Lord, * Ye shall see no more vanity, nor divine 
divination, for I will deliver my people out of your hands, and ye shall 
know that I am the Lord.' So it is the Lord that delivers his people out 
of the hands of these false prophets, that follow their own spirits, and 
teach for handsful of barley and pieces of bread, a divination of their 
own brain, and say, * thus saith the Lord,' when the I^rd never spoke 
unto them, nor sent them ; and many can witness this deliverance of the 
Lord, blessed be his name forever. Ezek. xiii. throughout. 

And the Lord said also, * Thou son of man, the children of my people 
that talk of thee by the walls, and in the doors of the houses, and speak 
one to another, every one to his brother, saying, come I pray you, 
and hear what is the word that cometh from the Lord, for they come 
unto thee as a people used to come, and my people set before thee, and 
hear thy words, but they will not do them, for with their mouths they 
make Jests,* and their hearts go after their covetousness, and lo, thou art 
to them as a jesting song of one that hath a pleasant voice, and can sing 
well, for they hear thy words, but they do them not ; and when this 
Cometh to pass, for lo, it will come, then they shall know a prophet hath 
been amongst them, when the Lord hath brought his plagues and judg- 
ments upon them,' as in the aforegoing chapter. Ezekiel xxxiii. 31. 
And is not this the condition of people now ? and are they not more for- 
ward to do the false prophets' words than the true, which he speaks 
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from the Lord, and yet will say the good words, but not do them 1 and 
have not you been often warned of this ? 

And K:ck. xxxiv. there ye may see the evil shepherds, which Ezekiei 
was to prophesy against, ' Thus saith the Lord unto the shepherds, woe 
be unto the shepherds of Israel, that feed themselves; should not the 
shepherds feed the flocks ? ye eat the fat, ye clothe ye with the wool, 
je fill them that are fed, but ye feed not the sheep ; the weak havq ye 
not strengthened, the sick ye have not healed, neither have ye bound 
up the broken, nor brought again that which was driven away, neither 
have ye sought that which was lost, but with churlishness and with 
rigor have ye ruled them, (mark here the false prophets' evil works who 
left the true work) and the sheep were scattered without a shepherd 
and when they were dispersed they were devoupcd of all the beasts of 
the Geld ; my sheep wandered through all the mountains, and upon every 
high hill ; yea, my flocks were scattered throughout all the earth, and 
none searched nor sought after them ; therefore as I live, saith the Lord, 
surely because my flock was spoiled, and my sheep were devoured of all 
the beasts of the field, having no shepherd ; neither did my shepherds 
seek mv flock, but fed themselves, and not the flock ; thus saith the Lord 
behold I come against the shepherds, and I will require my sheep at their 
hands ; [mark,] and cause them to cease from feeding of the sheep, nei- 
ther shall the shepherds feed themselves any more, [mark, feed them- 
selves,] I will deliver my sheep from their mouths, [mark, from the shep- 
herds' mouths,] and they shall no more devour them '.'so here is seen the 
marks of thase shepherds that devour God's people ; come try yourselves 
ye shepherds, now a days are not these marks found upon you? 

* For thus saith the Lord, behold, I will search out my sheep, and seek 
them, and I will deliver them out of all places where they have been 
scattered in the cloudy and dark day, seek them, and I will bring them 
out from among the people, and feed them upon the mountains of Israel, 
and I will feed them in a good pasture, in their own fold, and there they 
shall lie in a good fold, and in fat pasture, and I will feed my sheep, and 
bring them to their rest, saith the Lord, and I will seek that which was 
lost, and bring again that which was driven away, and I will bind up 
that which was broken, and will strengthen the weak, but I will destroy 
the fat and the strong, and will feed them with judgment ;' and this is 
the Lord's work, by his power, which many can witness, blessed be his 
name for ever ; for the Lord doth judge betwixt sheep and goats : so 
the Lord is our shepherd, and we shall not want ; and the Lord saith to 
the false shepherds, ' seeing it is a small thing unto you to eat up the 
good pasture, but you must tread down with your feet the residue of 
your pasturOi and to have drank of the deep waters, but you must 
trouble the residue with your feet, and my sheep eat that which ye have 
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^trodden with your feet, and drink that which ye have fouled with your 
feet ; th^efore, thus saith the Lord God unto them, behold I, even I, 
[mark J will judge between the fat sheep, and the lean sheep, because 
ye have thrust with «ide and with shoulder, and pushed all the weak with 
« your horns, till ye have scattered them abroad ; therefore, I will save 
my sheep, says the Lord, and they shall no more be spoiled, or a prey 
unto you ; and I will judge betwixt sheep and sheep, and I will set up a 
shepherd over them, and he shall feed them, even my servant David, 
and he shall feed them, and he shall be their shepherd, and I will be 
their God :' here you may see the Lord God is drawing and gathering 
his sheep to Christ Jesus, the true shepherd, that lays down his life for 
his sheep ; and this many do witness, that have been scattered, and 
been made a prey upon by the mouth of the false shepherds, that have 
fed themselves, and have been wandering from mountain to mountain in 
this cloudy dark day ; but the Lord hath sought them that have been 
lost, and bound them up that have been broken, and strengthened the 
weak, and hath brought many to the one fold, into his pasture, to the 
one shepherd, Girist Jesus, and is bringing others to him; therefore, try 
yourselves, ye pastors, whether ye are not found in the steps of those 
false shepherds' ways and steps, which the true prophets cried against. 

And Christ saith, ' none can come unto me, except the Father draw 
him ;' and the truth of this we witness, blessed be the Lord forever : 
' and as a company of thieves wait for a man, so the company of priests 
murder in the way by consent, for their work is mischief.' Was not this 
so in Hosea's days, as you may see in Hosea vi. 9. And was it not so in 
the days of Christ against him ? and is it not so now ? read in Matt. xxviL 
how early they got up in the morning to work mischief, for when morn- 
ing was come they rose up together, the chief priests and elders to take 
counsel together to put Christ to death : and hath not this spirit and 
practice been found amongst ye priests and professors now a-days against 
Christ's followers ? 

And in Amos vii. see what rage the high priest Amaziah, was in against 
Amos, and informed king Jeroboam against him, saying that, * Amos hath 
conspired against thee, O king ;' and warned Amos to be gone into the 
land of Judah, and prophesy there, and prophesy no more at Bethel, 
which was the king's chapel and court : and then Amos the herdsman 
said to the priest Amaziah that, ' he was no prophet, but a herdsman, 
and a gatherer of figs.' Here you may see the wrath and rage of the 
high priest against the servant of God, as they do now a-days. 

And in Micah ii. 11. ' If a man walking in the spirit of falsehood lie, 
saying, I will prophesy unto thee of wine, and of strong drink, he shall 
even be a prophet for this people.' These were the prophets that 

Vol. v.. 
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pleased people then, and are they not them that do so now ? and such 
like prophets are not like to turn people to God more now than then. 

And in Mc. iii. sec the chapter throughout, and measure yourselves 
by those priests and prophets, and see if you be not found in their steps, 
* they h^tch good,' saitii the prophet, • and love the evil, they pluck off 
their skins from them, and their flesh from their bone^; they eat also the 
flesh of my people, [mark, men eat,] they flea off their skins from them; 
and they break their bones, and chop them in pieces, as for the pot, and 
as flesh within the cauldron, then shall they cry unto the Lord, but I 
will not hear them ; he will hide his face from them, because they have 
done wickedly in their works.' Now here you may see these wicked 
workers could cry unto the Lord ; they had a profession then, as many 
in their practice do now. 

But, • thus saith the Lord concerning the prophets that deceive my 
people, and bite them with their teeth, [mark,] and cry peace, (this is a 
strange peace,) but if any man put not into their mouths, [mark,] into 
their mouths, they prepare war against them ;• and have not we seen 
this scripture fulfilled, and daily fulfilling among the priests of Christen- 
dom, so called ? 

' Therefore, night shall be unto you for a vision, and darkness shall be 
unto you for a divination, and the sun shall go down over the prophets, 
and the day shall be dark over them.' [Mark,] ye that are found in 
these steps ; is not the sun gone down upon you all, and doth not then 
dark night follow ? read your condition, and try yourselves. 

'Then shall the seer be ashamed, and the soothsayer confounded, 
yea, they shall cover their lips ; for they shall have no answer from God.' 
And is not this one of the doctrines of your faith, that there is no hearing 
God's voice now a days, nor no answer from God ; so that you may cover 
your hps and be ashamed, and say the sun has gone down upon you, and 
your day is dark upon you : but Micah saith, * truly I am full of power 
by the spirit of the Lord ; and of judgment, and of strength, to declare 
unto Jacob his transgress^ion, and unto Israel, his sin,' &c. And are not 
such things to be declared against now, by them that are full of the 
power and spirit of God now in Christendom, as he declared against then. 

And saith he, ' they build up Sion with blood, and Jerusalem with ini- 
quity :' and may it not be said, that Christendom is built up with blood 
and persecution, and with iniquity 7 now is not your Zion and your Jeru- 
salem all on heaps, and like a forest that is barren, who plead for sin 
and imperfection to the grave 1 

* The heads thereof judge for reward,' saith Micah, * the priests thereof 
teach for hire, the prophets thereof prophesy for money, yet will they 
lean upon the Lord and say, is not the Lord amongst us, no evil can 
corn^ upon us? therefore shall Sion for your sakes be ploughed up like 
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a field, and Jerusalem shall be an heap, and the mountain of the house* 
as the high place of the forest.' And now try yourselves, ye priests and 
prophets, do not ye teach for hire, and prophesy for money ? and do not 
you think that yoixt Sion must be turned up like a field with God^s plough, 
and your Jerusalem be as a heap, and the mountain of your house like 
■the high place of the forest barren, you being found in the steps of 
those priests and prophets, if you believe Micah to be a true prophet, 
do not you think those things will come upon you, that he declared ? 

And in Zeph. iii. 4. where he saith, ' her prophets nre light and wicked 
persons, her priests have polluted the sanctuary, and they have wrested 
the law.' Now measure yourselves with these, and look into your 
actions, that profess yourselves ministers of the gospel, and see if this 
lightness and wickedness be not found amongst you, and that your sanc- 
tuaries are not corrupted ? and do not you plead for [term of life,] a 
body of sin and death, and cast the law of the spirit of life which is in 
Christ Jesus behind your backs, which makes free from the law of sin 
and death. 

And in Zach. xi. 17. ^ Oh idle shepherds that leave the flock, the sword 
shall be upon his arm, and upon his right eye ; his arm shall be clean 
dried up, and his right eye shall be utterly darkened.' Seo here is God's 
judgments denounced upon the idle shepherds that leave their flocks. And 
in the 6th verse, it is said, ' three shepherds did I also cut ofTin one month, 
and my soul loathed them, and their souls abhorred me.' Here is the 
end of such shepherds as abhor the Lord, and yet pretend to keep his 
sheep. Now try yourselves, you priests of Christendom, see if your right 
eye be not darkened, and your arm dried up, and then how can you sec ? 

And in Mai ii. the priests' lips should have preserved knowledge, and 
they should have sought it at the Lord's mouth; * but now, O ye priests, 
this commandment is for you, if ye will not hear it, nor consider it in 
your hearts to give glory to my name, sailh the Lord of hosts ; I will 
even send a curse upon you, and will curse your bla«»sings, yea, I have 
cursed them already ;' mark, because yc do not consider it in your hearts ; 
. therefore, what are your blessings good for, if they be cursed ? 

* Behold, saith the Lord, I will corrupt your seed, and cast dung upon 
your faces, and you shall be like unto it ;' [mark,] like unto dung, which 
the Lord will cast upon you ; and therefore, all ye priests consider this 
command, and take it to heart, who have left the work of God, whose 
lips should have preserved knowledge, if ye had sought his law from his 
mouth ; but you say, now a-days, there is no hearing his voice ; then no 
receiving his law from his mouth, to wit, the law of the spirit of life 
which is in Christ Jesus, whom God hath made a priest higher than the 
heavens, whom all people must seek their knowledge from, and salva- 
tion from, for he is their treasure : here ye may see what judgments came 
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upon the Jew's and their prophets, shepherds, priests, and pastors; and 
what misery they brought the people into, and what judgments God 
sent his prophets to denounce against them, and to disown them, 
and what misery he brought them into, that spoke and run, and used 
their tongues, and stole God*s words from their neighbour, when the Lord 
never spoke to them, nor sent them : and these were such as taught 
for hire, and for filthy lucre, and handsful of barley, and for pieces of 
bread, and were the flatterers and daubers with untempered mortar ; 
and filthy dreamers, and followed the divination of their own hearts and 
brains, and followed their own spirit, seeing nothing, and strengthen the 
hands of the wicked, and saddened the righteous, seeking for their gain 
from their quarter, where they have got their quarter, there they are 
seeking for their gain ; speaking peace to people whilst they put into 
their mouths, but if not, they prepared war against them, and these 
turned against the Lords' prophets, and cast his law behind their backs, 
and cast off the Lord, though they might get the form of words, of the 
law and of the prophets, yet out of the life these were all judged, by the 
Lord, and his prophets that ^ke from the mouth of the Lord ; there- 
fore such cannot be owned now that be found in their steps in Chris- 
tendom, and that are found in their practices, if they own God and hb 
prophets that declared against them, as you may see in the prophets of 
the old testament, and therefore try yourselves by these scriptures. 

And now let us see in the new testament what sort of preachers 
Christ and the apostles cried against, and what sort they owned and 
sent forth. 

Qirist said, * Woe unto the scribes and blind pharisecs, which made 
clean the outside of the platter, and appeared beautiful outwardly, but 
inwardly were full of bribery, and excess, and dead men's bones, and 
61thiness.' Now these were high professors that had a beautiful out- 
side, and shined like a cup or a platter on the outside ? and did not 
many of these professors outstrip many of the professors of Christ's words 
now a-davs in the outside ^ 

Again, Christ speaks to the multitude, and his disciples, and tells them 
how they shall know the false teachers with their marks; 'They bind heavy 
burdens grievous to be born, and lay them on men's shoulders,' here is one 
mark, but they themselves will not bear them with one of their little 
fingers ; they will not move that which they lay upon others, and that 
is contrary to the law ; • for all their works they do to be seen of men, 
they make their phylacteries broad, and make long the fringes of their 
garments;' here is another mark, (by their garments) and doing what 
they do to be seen, which these in our days may try themselves by, 
whether these marks be not found upon them. 

* They love the cbiefest place in feasts, and to have the chiefest place 
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in the assemblies ;' here is another mark: 'they love greetings in the 
market-place, and to be called of men, rabbi or master.' here is another 
^mark. 

But saith Christ to his disciples, ' Be not ye called of men master or 
rabbi ; for one is your master, even Christ, and all you are brethren ; he 
iliat is the greatest among you let him be your servant' Here is Christ's 
doctrine to hia'^ministers. Matt, xxiii. and the m^rks or tokens by v^hich 
people may know the false ; and therefore, try yourselves, ye preachers, 
and priests in Qiristcndom, have ye not all these marks and badges, and 
to be cried against by the spirit ? ' 

And the false teachers were such as < garnished the sepulchres of the 
righteous/ and said, ' If we had been in the days of our forefathers, we 
"would not have killed the prophets, or have been partakers with our 
forefathers in the blood of the prophets ; so then be ye witnesses, saith 
Christy unto yourselves, that ye are the children of them that murdered 
the prophets. Oh, generation of vipers ! how can you escape the damna- 
tion of hell,' saith Christ ? And do not many say so now, that are found 
in the practise of their forefathers, the scribes and pharisees ? 

And further, Christ saith, * Wherefore, behold I send unto you prophets 
and wise men, and scribes, and of them ye shall kill and crucify, and of 
them ye shall scourge in your synagogues, and persecute from city to 
city ;' mark, these were such as Christ should send amongst those pro- 
fessors, and that was then to be fulfilled, that upon you might come all 
the righteous blood that was shed upon the earth, &c. 

Now have not many christians in profession, but not in possession ful- 
filled these sayings of Christ upon his servants, in scourging and persecut- 
ing, and putting them out of their synagogues in these our days. 

And in Matt. x. where Christ sent forth his disciples to preach, and 
said, ' As ye go, preach, saying the kingdom of heaven is at hand ; heal 
the sick, cleanse the leprous, cast out devils, freely you have received, 
freely give, possess not gold or silver in your purses, nor take a scrip for 
your journey, neither two coats, nor shoes, nor staff; for the workman 
is worthy of his meat ; and into what city or town ye shall come, en- 
quire who is worthy in it, and there abide till you go thence ; and when 
ye come into an house, salute the same, and if the house be worthy let 
your peace come upon it, but if it be not worthy let your peace return 
to you again, and whosoever will not receive you, nor hear your words ; 
[mark] nor hear your words, when you depart out of that house or city, 
shake off the dust of your feet for a testimony aginst them ; truly I say 
unto you, it shall be more tolerable for Sodom and Gomorrah in the day 
of judgment, than for that city,' saith Christ. 

' Behold I send you, as sheep in the midst of wolves, be ye therefore 
wise as serpents, and innocent as doves, beware of men, for they will 
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deliver you up to the councils, and will scourge you in their synagogueSf 
[mark,] in their synagogues ; ye shall be brought before the governors 
and king< for my nanic.^^ake, in witness to tliein and to the Gi.nti!ui; but 
when tliey deliver you up, take no thought, how or what you shall speak ; 
for it shiill be given you in that hour what ye shall sfiy ; for it is not ye 
that speak, but the spirit of the Father which speakcth in you.' Now 
mark how Christ sent forth his ministers, here they were to give freely; 
for freely they had received of Christ, and they were not to take gold 
or silver in their purses, nor scrips, they were to enquire who was worthy 
in town or city jj^ and what was set before them, that they were to cat; 
they were not to enquire what benefits or augmentations belonged to 
such a town or place, and they were not to go to the magistrates for the 
bag and their staff, but who was worthy ; and tlicy were to be as inno- 
cent as doves ; for they went amongst wolves as sheep : they were to be 
delivered up !)efore councils, and scourged in the synaii;ogues; they were 
to be brought before rulers, but they were not to take thouglit or study 
what to speak ; for it was the spirit of the Father spoke in tlicm. Now 
who amongst you in Christendom, goes on in this pat!) of the disciples 
of Christ, as you may see Matt. xvi. and Mark vl. and Ltike ix. and obey 
the command of Christ herein. 

And in Luke x. where Christ appointed his seventy disciples, and sent 
them out two and two before him, and he said unto them, * the harvest 
is great but the labourers are few, pray therefore, the I^rd of the har- 
vest to send forth labourers into his harvest ;* [mark,] pray for the Lord 
to send them forth, who is the Lord of the harvest ; so these were not 
to be sent forth by men, but by the Lord of the harvest ; and this was 
Christ's command for his disciples to pray, and saith Christ to his seventy, 

* go your ways, behold I will send you forth as lambs amongst wolves ;' 
(mark, these wolves,) ye professing Jews of the law, and the prophets ; 

* carry neither bag nor scrip, neither salute any man by the way, and into 
whatsoever house ye enter, say, peace to this house ; and if the son of 
peace be there, your peace shall rest upon it, if not it shall turn to you 
again ; and in that house abide, eating and drinking such things as shall 
by them be set before you : for the labourer is worthy of his meat ; go 
not from house to house.' So jou may see this was their wages, a little 
meat and drink ; * but into whatsoever city ye shall enter, if they receive 
you, eat such things as are set before you ; heal the sick that are there, 
and say unto them, the kingdom of God is come near unto you ; but 
into whatsoever city ye shall enter, if they will not receive you, go your 
ways out into the streets of the same city, and say, [mark, they were 
to speak in the streets,] even the very dust wliich cleaveth on us of your 
city, we wipe off against you : notwithstanding kno>v this, that the king- 
dom of God is come near unto you ; [mark J is come near unto you ; for 
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I say unto you that it shall be easier in that day for them of Sodom, than 
for that citir ; he that hearcth you, heareth me, saith Cliribt ; and he 
that despiseth you, despisicth me ; and he that despisoth mc, despiscth 
him that sent mc ; and the seventy returned again from their preaching 
with joy, saying, Lord even the devils are suliject unto us tlirough thy 
name, and Clirist bid tliem, rejoice not in tliat, but rather because their 
names were written in heaven; * and that same iiour Jesus rejoiced in spirit 
and said, I confess unto tliee, O Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that 
thou hast hid these things from the wise and prudent, and hast revealed 
them to babes, even so Father, because it so pleased thee ; then he 
turned to his disciples and said, all things are given me of my Father, 
and no man knoweth who the Son is, but the P'atlier, nor who the Fa- 
ther is, save the Son, and he to whom the Son will reveal him ; and he 
turned to his disciples and said, blessed are the eyes which see what you 

So here you may see how Christ sent fortli the seventy disciples, and 
how they came ajiain with joy, and how his Father had revealed such 
things to babes, and hid tiiern from the wise and learned, and that ' no 
man knows the Son, but the Father, and no one knows the Father, but 
the Son, and him to whom the Son will reveal him:' so it is clear neither 
learned nor wise know the Father nor Son, but by Uevelation, as may 
be seen at large in Luke x. Therefore, all ye teachers in Christendom, 
come and try yourselves by these scriptures, and see whether you be 
not found out of the practice of Christ*s discf{)Ies and ministers, and dis- 
obedient to Christ's commands. 

And now these seventy, as the twelve, were not to enquire into what 
town or city they came, where was the greatest beneiice or augmenta- 
tion, and come and tell Christ they had gotten such things ; but their 
joy was, that he had given them power over the devil : and Christ said 
in Luke xxii. So. unto his disciples, * when I sent you without bag and 
scrip, and shoes, lacked you any thing ? and the disciples answered him, 
we lacked nothing.' 

So here you may see, though Christ sent forth his ministers without 
bag or scrip, silver or gold, and commanded them to give freely, as they 
had received freely of him, yet they wanted for nothing : therefore, con- 
sider all you that call yourselves ministers, that say, ye have not heard 
the voice of Christ, are not you always in want, though you have bag 
and scrip, silver and gold 1 and will you go to any place, except there 
be a great parsonage, or some augmentation ; therefore, measure your- 
selves with such as Christ sent forth, and see how unlike you are unto 
them ? and have not you laid away Christ's command, who saith, ' freely 
you have received, freely give ;' and how can you receive freely from 
Christy when you never expect to hear hb voice, or to be sent out by him ? 
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therefore, have not you given judgment against yourselves, that you are 
such as run, and speak, and use your tongues, and follow your own spirits, 
and see nothing, whom God or Christ never hath sent nor sp<Aen unto ; 
and are not you like the inwardly ravening wolves, spoken of in Mat. 
viL 24. that have the outside, the sheeps' clothing, the outside of the 
sheep, but not the life of the sheep; and so are the thistles and the thorn 
trees, that bear neither grapes nor iigs, but deceive people with the 
sheep's outside, with which you cover the wolfish nature ; hath not this 
been seen in Christendom, who say you have not the same power and 
spirit the apostles had? wherein we do believe you, for your fruits have 
declared it, though you may have the outward words of the prophets 
and apostles, and worry them that be in the life, as your forefathers did. 

And in MatlhexPt Marky Luke, and Johfif ye may see how it was the 
chief priest, scribes and pharisees, that were the great professors, with 
their elders, that were the chicfcst against Christ our Saviour, as may 
be seen in Matt. xxviL 26. and how that they persuaded the common 
people against Christ, and to ask Barabbas, and destroy Jesus ; and the 
chief priests mocked him, with the scribes and elders of the pharisees. 

And in Mark xiv. where they led Jesus away to the high priest, and 
how the high priest sought false witness against him, to put him to death. 

And in Luke xxiii. there you may see how vehemently the high priests 
and the scribes accused Jesus, and it was the high priests that delivered 
Christ to Pilate, John xviii. 35. And they were the informers against 
Jesus ; and are not they so liow ? let town and country speak ; and Judas 
sold Christ for thirty pieces of silver to the chief priests, and when they 
had crucified him, they gave large money to the soldiers to say, ' that 
his disciples had stolen him away by night,' as in Mat. xxviii. 13. so Judas 
was the first that sold Christ, and Simon Magus was the second, who 
would have bought the gift of God, to have got money by it, and he 
offered the apostles money to have got that gifl ; but see Peter-s answer, 
' thy money perish with thee, because thou thinkest the gifl of God can 
be bought with money, for I see thou art in the gall of bitterness, and 
bond of iniquity,' &c., and therefore consider, all you that say ye have 
bought the gifl, and it cost your parents a great deal of money, and 
therefore, you must have so much a year for it again ; do you think that 
you are not in the gall of bitterness, and bond of iniquity ? and do not 
you think that you and your money, and that ye have bought with it, 
and sell, will perish tc^ether? read Acts viii. 18. Now you cannot sell 
Chrbt, as Judas did, except it be in his members; for he is risen, 
though you may sell his words, by which there is more gotten yearly, 
with the parsonages, glebe-lands, augmentations, and other revenues, than 
by any other trade whatsoever in Christendom ; and how many millicHis 
are gotten yearly in Qiristendom, (let the arithmeticians cart it up,) by 
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forth, and declared against such as taught for money, and for filthy lucre, 
and for means, as you may see both in the old and new testament, how 
they declared against such ; and ought not such to be declared against 
DOW, by them that are in the same spirit ? 

And Paul in Acts xx. 31. tells the elders of the church of Ephesus, 
that ' by the space of three years I ceased not to warn every one both 
night and day with tears, (mark, for three years together he did warn 
these people at Ephesus,) and I take God to record this day, (says he,) 
that I am clear from the blood of all men ; for I have kept nothing back, 
but have shewed you all the counsel of God ; take heed therefore unto 
yourselves, and the flock which the Holy Ghost hath made you overseers 
of; feed the church of God, which he hath purchased with his own 
blood ;' [mark,] it is the Holy Ghost that made them overseers, and there 
was their succession ; so they were not made overseers by men ; and so 
with this Holy Ghost they did oversee and feed this flock, the church, 
which Christ is the head of. 

And now all you that pretend yourselves to be overseers, and yet say, 
there is no having the Holy Ghost now a-days, as the apostles had, so 
then you are no true overseers, neither can you feed the church of 
Christ ; for mark, it was the Holy Ghost that made them overseers ; and 
they that be the true overseers must succeed them in the Holy Ghost," 
and be made overseers by it, for the apostle said after his departure from 
the church at Ephesus, where he had been for the space of three years, 
' grievous wolves should enter in among them, not sparing the flock ;' 
and those wolves should come with the form of godliness, and with the 
sheep's clothing, but inwardly ravened from the holy spirit of God ; but 
he * commended them to God, and to the word of his grace, which is able 
to build them up, and to give them an inheritance amongst all them that 
are sanctified.' 

And Paul tells the Ephesians further, ^ I have coveted no man's silver, 
. nor gold, nor apparel,' though he had preached amongst them three 
years, as aforesaid ; ' ye know' says he, * that these hands have ministered 
unto my necessities, and unto them that were with me.' 

And now ye old and new England professors and others, that say, there 
was no need for Paul to have a settled maintenance, because he travelled 
up and down; so now here you may see where Paul was three years 
together, and yet coveted no man's silver, nor gold, nor apparel ; and 
moreover, said he, * ye know that these hands have ministered to my 
necessities, and to them that were with me, for the space of three years ;* 
for you never read here that he sued any man for tythe or means, he 
was not like, who laboured with his hands. 

And further "Paul saith, 'I have shewed unto you all things;' marki 
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how that 80 labouring he ought to support the weak, not to destroy the 
weak through covetousness ; and Paul saith, * remember the words of 
our Lord Jesus, how be said, it is a blessed thing to give, rather than to 
receive :' come ye priests and professors, try yourselves with Paul's prac- 
tice here, and with this scripture, ActsxT. and try yourselves by Christ's 
command, which he gave to his ministers and messengers, ' freely ye 
have received, freely give ;' you say the scripture is your rule, come try 
yourselves by your rule ; for if you will not try yourselves by it, others 
will try you by it ; do you freely give 1 do you covet no man's silver, 
gold or apparel ? do ye labour with your own hands, to supply your own 
necessities and others? he that ^^-as clear of the blood of all men, and 
declared unto them the whole counsel of (rod, did this ; yea, for the 
space of three years to the church at Ephesus ; besides many other 
places that he speaks of, amongst whom he was a witness of Christ : but 
let the gaols and the gaolers, and the balifis and sheriffi witness against 
you for them, whose goods you have taken, that you never did any work 
for. 

And in Acts xxviii. 30. where Paul ye may see remained two full years 
in his hired house, and received all that came in to him, preaching the 
kingdom of God, and those things which concerned the Lord Jesus Christ, 
with boldness of speech without let among the heathen Romans ; I say, 
ibis was Paul, that coveted no man's silver, nor gold, nor apparel, which 
preached among the Gentiles at Rome, he had no monastery nor abbey, 
nor great steeple-house to preach in then, nor set wages, nor did he sue 
people for maintenance or tythe, to cast his hearers into prison, because 
they would not give him such things, if you say he did, let us see your 
proof for it in scripture. 

And now if you should object and say, ' custom to whom custom, and 
tribute to whom tribute ;' this did relate to the magistrates, which were 
for the punishment of the evildoers, and were for the praise of them that 
do well, such things we were never against, paying for conscience sake ; 
but this in Ram. xiiL is nothing to justify hirelings, and to oppose Christ's 
conunand, which is, ^ freely ye have received, freely give ;' for the apostle 
Paul saith in Rom. xvL ' now I beseech you breUiren, mark them dili- 
gently who cause divisions and ofiences, contrary to the doctrine which 
ye have learned, and avoid them ; [mark,] for they are such as serve 
not the Lord Jesus Christ, but their own bellies, and with fair speeches 
and flattering words deceive the hearts of the simple ;' come, try your- 
selves, ye teachers by those scriptures ; is it not you who make the 
division, who have got the flattering and fair speeches, deceive the 
hearts of the simple, who serve not the Lord Jesus Christ, but your own 
bellies? is it not your bellies' that you serve with your great parsonages, 
and glebe-lands, and augmentations, Easter reckonings, and midsommer 
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dues? for if you did serve the Lord Jesus Christ, then you would obey 
his command, which is, * freely you have received, freely give,' and not 
persecute and cast in prison such as will not put into your mouths ; and 
if your parsonages and rich benefices should be taken away, then it 
would be seen how many servants Christ would have amongst you ? 

And Paul preached at Corinth a year and a half, and taught the word 
of God among them freely. AcU xviii. 11. 1 Cor. L 9. 

And Paul wrought with Priscilla and Aquila at Corinth, who were 
of the same craft as Paul was of; for their craft was to make tents, and 
he abode with them as aforesaid : nevertheless Paul preached up and 
down in the Jews' synagogues, testifying to them that Jesus was the 
Christ; and now compare your practice with Paul's and Priscilla's and 
Aquila's, ye priests ; for though he was a tradesman, yet he preached 
the gospel : and this Priscilla and Aquila were both instructors of ApoUot 
concerning Christ, as in AcU xxv. of whom Paul was a minister. 

And often you priests have brought Ananias and Sapphira his vdfe for 
proof for your maintenance, against such as keep back your tythes, be- 
cause they kept away part of the price of their goods, and laid it not 
down at the apostles' feet, which comparison or instance is an unequal 
weight or measure ; for Peter did not desire it, nor (he apostles, whilst 
it remained in their hands they might have kept it all, and not have sold 
their goods; for the apostles did not desire it, nor coveted any man's gold 
or silver, but their wilful and wickedly lying against the Holy Ghost, 
and their agreeing together in lying, brought the judgment of God upon 
them, and this is nothing for your purpose ; but take heed, lest the same 
judgment overtake you for lying against the spirit of God in your con* 
sciences, and doing that which you know you should not, and saying that 
which you are not, as you may see in Acts v. lAnd whereas you quote» 
that the christians sold all their goods in the primitive time, and brought 
in the price thereof, and laid it down at the apostles' feet ; this was a 
voluntary act in them, it was not done by compulsion from the apostles, 
nor by their desire, neither was it done altogether for tlie apostles' use, 
but for the supply of all such as were in necessity amongst them ; and 
tythes in the time of the law were not for the priests' and the Levites' 
own use only, but for the widows, strangers, poor, and fatherless. -^ 

And in Luke v. ^ Jesus entered into the ship which was Simon Peter's 
and bid him thrust off a little from the land, and Jesus sat down, and 
taught the people out of the ship ; and when he had done speaking, he 
said unto Simon, launch out into tlie deep, and let down your nets to 
make a draught, and they inclosed a multitude of fish, though before 
they had been toiling all night, and catched nothing ; so that their net 
was ready to break, and they beckoned to their partners which were in 
the ship, that they should come to help them, who came, and they filled 
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both their ships, so that thejr began to sink. Now when Simon Petei^ 
saw it, he fell down at Jesus' feet, saying. Lord go from me, I am a sinful 
man, for he was utterly astonished^ and all that were with him, for the 
draught of fish which they had taken, and so was also James and John, 
the sons of Zebedee, which were partners with Simon, then Jesus said 
unto Simon, fear not, from henceforth thou shalt catch men, and when 
they brought the fishes to land, they forsook all and followed him,' to wit» 
Jesus. Here you may see what manner of men were Christ's disciples, 
fishermen, &c. 'and Christ preached in Peter's ship, and Peter the fisher- 
man did catch many men according to Christ's words, as when he con- 
verted three thousand at one sermon, as in Acts ii. 41. 

And the magistrates perceived that Peter and John were unlearned 
men, and could not read letters, but they took knowledge they had been 
with Jesus, who is the true teacher, as in Acts iv. 13. If they had been 
in your days, would not you have mocked at them, as the letter profess- 
ing Jews did ? and do not you do the same to such now ? * And Peter and 
the other disciples did abide with Christ : and after Jesus was risen, there 
were together Simon Peter, and Thomas called Didimus, and Nathaniel 
of Cana, in Galilee, and the sons of Zebedee, and two qther of his disci- 
ples, and Simon Peter said to them, I go a fishing, and they said unto 
him, we go also with thee ; and they went straightway and entered into 
a ship, and that night caught they nothing, but when the morning was 
come, Jesus stood on the shore, and the disciples knew not that it was 
Jesus, and Jesus said unto them, sirs, have ye any meat, and they 
answered him no ; then he said unto them, cast out the net on the right 
side of the ship, and ye shall find ; so they cast out, and they were not 
able to draw it for the multitude of fish ; therefore, said the disciple 
whom Jesus loved, it is the Lord ; and when Simon Peter heard that it 
was Jesus, he girt his fisher's coat unto him ; for he was naked, and cast 
. himself into the sea, but the other disciples came in the ship, for they 
were not far from land, but about two hundred cubits, and they drew 
the net with fishes to land.' 

Now, you may see here the apostles what plain men they were, and 
Peter was in his fisher*s coat after Christ was risen, who had been a 
preacher of Christ a great while from his conversion, for several years, 
till Christ was crucified, who saw Christ's miracle before he was convert- 
ed, and now again after he was risen, as in John xxL And so Peter 
and John, and the other disciples, who had been toiling all night before 
their conversion, and after Christ was risen, but caught nothing, but at 
Christ's words they did, even to their astonishment ; and that might let 
them see the tnith of Christ's words, that a sparrow should not fall to 
the ground without the will of the Father, so a fish could not be caught 
m the net without the will of Christ, bj whom all things were made. 
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^But here you may see that Peter and John, and the sons of 2^bedee, 
they were fishermen before they were converted, and after Christ was 
risen, and were partners, and went a fishing together, as in Luke v. and 
John xxi. And would not such preachers and such disciples be odious 
now a-days to you priests, as they were to the high priests, and phari- 
sees, and council, and the rulers who cast them in prison, and commanded 
them to speak no more in the name of Jesus, as you may see in Acts iv. 
and V. and consulted to slay them, but that Gamaliel moderated the 
priests and council ; and so when they had scourged the apostles they 
let them go : so here was the fulfilling of Christ's words, who told them 
before, that for his namesake they should be had before the rulers, and 
scourged. And now consider, ye that are called ministers and priests, 
and others, are ye found in the spirit of the apostles, or in the 
spirit of those that scourged? and does not there want a Gamaliel 
amongst you to moderate you? and did not the priests and rulers in 
New-England want a Gamaliel amongst them, to moderate them, when 
they put our friends to death ; and have not the papists and protestants 
wanted a Gamaliel amongst them, who have caused so many to sufier 
since the apostles* days, and to say unto you, ^ if it be of God it shall 
stand, let these men alone, lest ye be found fighters against God V 

Again, consider ye priests and others, and measure yourselves, who 
say the scripture is your rule, whether you be in the priests' spirit, and 
Saul's unconverted, with his packet of letters, and from that spirit gave 
ibrth such commissions to your souls, to haul and bind the true christians, 
and bring them to prison ; are not such persecutors of Christ's seed. Acts 
ix. • Why persecutest thou me V and after Saul was converted and be- 
came a Paul, did not the unconverted priests and Jews seek to destroy 
him, and to stoi^ him, as may be seen in Acts xiv. though they were 
professors of the letter of the old testament, as you are of the letter of 
the new. 

And Paul said, how the chief priests and elders could bear him witness 
bow he persecuted the churches. Acts xxiL and Acts xxiii. it may be seen 
bow the high priests and others were vehement in accusing of him, and 
in Acts XXV. the high priesta and chief of the Jews appeared against 
Paul ; and abqve forty men had bound themselves with an oath, they 
would neither eat nor drink till they had destroyed him, and this they 
told to the chief priests and the elders, and said unto them, ' now there- 
fore, ye (to wit, the chief priests and elders, and the council,) signify to 
the chief captain, that he bring him forth unto you to-morrow, as though 
ye would know something more perfectly of Paul.' So see the design of 
the Jews and chief priests here to kill Paul, which God did prevent ; for 
he had been in profession with them whilst he was a persecutor ; but 
now be was a professor of Christ, what a madness was in them against 
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P&uly as there was in him against others before his conversion : and now 
see if you be not in the same spirit and way of madness, that are pro- 
fessors of Chrbt, but without possession of him, and like Saul and the 
chief priests, and not like converted Paul ; which of these ways are you 
in ? does not your fruits bespeak you T measure yourselves, and try by 
the scripture, which you say is your rule, which spirit you are guided by. 

And in 1 Ccr. ix. * Who goeth a warfare at his own cost ? who planteth 
a vineyard and eateth not of the fruit thereof? or who feedeth a flock, 
smd eateth not of the milk thereof?' And * thou shalt not muzzle the mouth 
of the ox that treadeth out the corn, &c. He that plougheth, plougheth 
in hope, and he that thrcsheth in hope should be a partaker of his hope : 
if we have sown unto you spiritual things, is it a great thing, if we reap 
your carnal things, if others with you be partakers of this power, are 
not we rather ? Nevertheless,' saith the apostle, ' we have not used this 
power, but sufiered all things, that we might not hinder the gospel of 
Christ' 

Now these are the scriptures ye priests bring for your maintenance ; 
but come, measure yourselves ; how can you sow spiritual things, as the 
apostles did, who say you have not the same spirit and power they had, 
then can you reap their carnal things ; for the apostle had the spiritual 
flail to thresh God's wheat out of the chaiT, the corruptions, the body of 
death, and the body of sin, which you plead for term of life ; and the 
apostles had the spirit to war the spiritual war, but you that have not 
the same spirit they had, you cannot war the spiritual war ; and they 
had the spirit of God to plant God's vineyard, and you that have not the 
same spirit they had, cannot plant such vineyards, and therefore cannot 
eat the spiritual fruit ; and the apostles with the Holy Ghost, which made 
them all ministers and overseers, with it did feed the flock', and these might 
eat of the milk ; and the apostles did tcead the com out of the chafl^ 
that he said to some, they were elected before the world began, but you 
that deny having the same spirit the apostles had, you cannot tread 
out the corn, and eat of the milk of that flock, which the Holy Ghost 
oversees ; and the apostles had the heavenly plough to turn up the fallow 
ground, that did not bear fruit unto God ; but though the apostles had 
this heavenly plough to plough withal, the heavenly flail to thresh out 
the wheat, yet he told the church at Corinth, he had not used his power 
amongst them, though he had been there amongst them a year and six 
months. 

And now ye that say ye have not the same power and Holy Ghost 
the apostles had; look what carnal ploughs, flails, and vineyards and flocks 
ye have ; and do not you plough large furrows upon the righteous' backs, 
and your own ground lies fallow, full of thistles and briars, and your 
Tineyards waste, and you run to other vineyardst and have no fruit in 



y 



39 

your vineyards, nor milk in your flocks, but what you lug out by laws ; 
and must not the mouth of the ox be muzzled that doth not tread out 
the com ? but the apostle would not use his power (who did tread out 
the corn) amongst them he had begotten and converted, but you will 
use your power amongst them, ye have neither begotten, nor converted, 
yea, and cast into prison, if they will not give you maintenance, so, 
where did the apostles ever do so ? measure yourselves, and your prac- 
tice by the scriptures, which you say is your rule 7 

And further the apostle saith, * they that ministered about the holy 
things, eat of the things of the temple ; and they which wait at the altar 
are partakers of the altar : so also hath the Lord ordained that they 
which preach the gospel, should live of the gospel ; [mark] what was it 
that the Lord ordained when he sent forth his disciples, what is set before 
you that eat; for the workman is worthy of his meat; and freely you 
have received, freely give, this is Christ's first ordination to his ministers, 
but the apostle saith, ' I have used none of these things, neither write I 
these things as before-mentioned, that it should be so done unto me ; 
for it is better for me to die, than that any man should make my rejoic- 
ing vain ; for though I preach the gospel, I have nothing to rejoice of; 
for necessity is laid upon me, and woe is unto me if I preach not the 
gospel ; for if I do it willingly, I have a reward, and that was not out- 
ward things, for he had denied them before ; but if I do it against my 
will, notwithstanding a dispensation is committed unto me, what is my 
reward then ? verily, that when I preach the gospel, I make the gospel 
of Christ free without charge, that I abuse not my authority in the gos- 
pel/ And now consider ye priests in Christendom, and measure your- 
selves here with the apostle ; have you nothing for preaching the gospel, 
and yet woe unto you, if you do not preach the gospel ? And have you 
kept the gospel free without charge t is this your reward ? and have not 
you abused the authority of the gospel ? let your fruits speak, who say 
the scripture is your rule for your life and doctrine, therefore try your 
life and doctrine by it, and see if your gospel be free without charge, 
as Paul's was ; and if it had been so, then you had not spoiled people's 
goods, and cast them into prison unto death ; do not your deeds testify 
otherwise? 

And the apostle saith, ' Though I am free from all men, yet have I 
made myself servant unto all men, that I might win the more.' See, 
he did not make himself a master, but a servant ; try yourselves by 
this, and see whether this scripture be your rule or no, and whether 
you are not judged by it, and Christ, and the apostles 7 

And in 2 Cor. ix. which is the scripture you priests use to bring to 
prove your maintenance by, where the apostle speaks concerning minis- 
tering to the saints, and where he thanks God for his unspeakable gift, 
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and thia is nothing to serve for jou to prove your forced maintenance 
by, and to force a maintenance from people by ; for the apostle says, 
* As every man is persuaded in bis heart, so let him give, not grudg- 
ingly, but of a cheerful heart, for God loveth a cheerful giver ;' so here 
the church was left to their freedom ; but you dare neither trust God 
nor the church for your bellies ; but try yourselves and your practice by 
this scripture. 

And again, in Phil. iv. you bring this where the apostle saith, ' When 
I was in Thessalonica, ye sent once and again for my necessity, not that 
I desired a gift, but I desired the fruit, which may farther abound to 
your account; now I have received all, and have plenty; I was even 
filled, after that I had received of Epaphroditus that which came from 
you, an odour that smelleth sweet, a sacrifice acceptable and pleasant 
to God, and my God shall fulfil all your necessities through his riches 
and glory in Jesus Christ. 

Now measure yourselves by this scripture, ye priests of Christendom, 
and see if ye be equal with the apostle, who did not desire a gift; for 
this is nothing for your purpose to force a maintenance from people by ; 
he desired only the fruits of his vineyard which he had planted, which 
was as a sweet smelling sacrifice to God ; for he learned to be full and 
to be hungry, and to be abased, and to abound, and also to want, he had 
learned this lesson of Christ, which ye have not yet learned at your 
schools, and ypu are never like to learn it of Christ, if ye say there is no 
hearing of his voice now a-days. 

And in 1 Thes. iv. the apostle writes, and saith, * That ye study to be 
quiet, and to meddle with your own business, and to work with your own 
hands, as we command you, and that you behave yourselves honestly 
towards them that be without, and that nothing be lacking among you.' 
And in 2 Thes. iiL ' We are persuaded of you through the Lord, that ye 
both do and will do the things which we command you, for ye yourselves 
know how that ye ought to follow us ; for we behaved not ourselves in- 
ordinately amongst you [mark] neither did we eat any man's bread for 
nought ; but we wrought with our hands, and travelled night and day, 
because we would not be chargeable to any of you, not but that we had 
authority, but that we might make ourselves an example for you to fol- 
low us ; for even whcp we were with yon, this we warned you of, that 
if there were any that would «not work, he should not eat ; for we heard 
that there are some that walk among you inordinately, and work not at 
all, but are busybo^ies; therefore, they that are such we command 
[mark,] and exhort by our Lord Jesus Christ, that they work with qui- 
etness, and eat their own bread.' 

Come, all ye priests and tecichers in Christendom, measure yourselves 
bere» and try yourselves whether ye observe the apostles' command 
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here, and have him for your example, and whether ye be the successors 
of him in his ^amplc; the apostle did choose to work day and night, 
rather than he would be chargeable to the church ; but are not you 
chargeable, that throw in prison and spoil people's goods that ye do not 
preach to ? how dare you say the scripture is your rule, and that you 
are successors to the apostles, when your lives and practice speak quite 
contrary ? and you are to study to be quiet, and with quietness to eat 
your own bread, and not another man's, and especially them that ye do 
no work for; for you would think it an unreasonable thing for a trades- 
man to come unto you for money for his ware, from wliom you had no 
work, and force you to give him money for it, or to throw you into 
prison ? and then is it not as strange for you to ask people for money, 
that have had none of your ware, and if they will not give it you throw 
them into prison? is this your studying to be quiet, and labouring with 
your own hands, and eating your own bread with quietness I I think 
not ; and doth not the apostle say, * if any man obey not our sayings or 
command, mark, [or note,] him, and have, no company with him that 
he may be ashamed;' mark this all ye that disobey Christ's and the 
apostle's command also. 

In 1 Jim, iii. 1. This is a true saying, Mf a man desire the office of a 
bishop, he desires a good work :' so now ye bishops and elders, who say 
the scripture is your rule, come and be tried by this scripture, you that 
desire this office, this good work. 

First 'A bishop must be unreprovable and blameless; are you so? 

Secondly. 'He must be the husband of one wife, watching, sober, mo- 
dest, given to hospitality, apt to teach :' now mark, are ye found in these 
practises ? let your fruits and the consciences of people speak. 

Thirdly. * Not given to wine, no striker, [mark, no striker nor perse- 
cutor,] not given to filthy lucre, but gentle, no flatterers, not covetous ;' 
so consider, ye bishops in Christendom ; are ye no strikers, not given to 
wine nor filthy lucre ? are you gentle and not covetous, nor fighters ? let 
the country and your consciences, and your fruits speak, and God and 
the scripture judge. 

Further, a bishop must be one that can rule his own house honestly, 
having children under obedience with all honesty ; for if he cannot rule 
his own house, how shall he take care for the church of God ; he must 
not be a young scholar, lest he be puffed up; he must also be well 
reported of them which are without, lest he fall into rebuke and snare 
of the devil. 

And now come try yourselves, ye bishops, by these scriptures ; do you 
rule your own house well? are your children under obedience with all 
honesty 7 look into your families ; are you no fighters nor strikers ? are 
you not covetous, and given to filthy lucre ? and if ye cannot rule your 
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own house well, how can ye rule the church of God T and let the prisoM 
testifiy if ye priests and tninistcrs he not covetous ; and are you and they 
of a good report without ? how can that be, when you take people's 
goods from them, and cast them into prison, that doth not hear you ? and 
doth not this bring a bad report upon you ? 

And doth it not show that you are putied up, and that you are fallen 
under rebuke, and the snare of the devil ; let your consciences, and your 
fruits, and the prisons, and them that are without, and the scripture 
speak, which you call your rule to be tried by, and God and Christ judge. 

Likewise, deacons must be grave and honest, come, let the deacons be 
tried by scripture also, not double- tongues, (they must not be double- 
tongued, take notice) not given to wine nor filthy lucre, (mark the dea- 
cons,) having the mystery of faith in a pure conscience ; likewise their 
wives must be honest, not evil-speakers, but sober and faithful in all 
things; come, try your wives here, ye bishops and deacons. And like- 
wise, ye deacons, ye are to be the husband of one wife, as the bishops 
must, to be the husband of one wife, and such as can rule their children 
well, and their own household ; so mark, and look into your households, 
and among your children, and see how they are ruled : but you bishops, 
whether papists or others, who not only tie yourselves from marriage, 
but also forbid it to priests and bishops, how do you succeed the apos- 
tles or those primitive bishops therein ? do not you do worse ? and is not 
that contrary to the apostle's doctrine, who calls it the doctrine of devils 
to forbid marri«'ige, 1 7im. iv. 1, 2, 3, and doth not the apostle tell you, 
you must hold the mystery of faith in a pure conscience ; and is it not 
your principle, that people must carry about them the body of death 
and sin to the grave? then you cannot hold the mystery of faith in a 
pure conscience, which is the gift of God, that purifies the heart, in 
pleading for that which doth defile it, term of life. 

And the apostle saith, * let them first be proved, (to wit, bishops and 
deacons,) then let them minister, if they be found blameless.^ 

Now ye bishops and deacons, are you blameless from filthy lucre, and 
from covetousness, and no fighters or persecutors ? are you blameless 
concerning your children, wives, and families ? are you blameless to them 
that are without? are you blameless concerning your tongues? are you 
blameless in being apt to teach, and in watching, and sobriety, and hos- 
pitality, and blameless of evil speaking, and not given to much wine, 
and unreprovable in these things ? for the apostle saith, first you must 
be proved concerning these things, and then to be approved if you are 
found blameless of these things, else by the apostle's doctrine you are 
not to minbter, and ye that are found in these things, cannot be the suc- 
cessors to the apostles. 
So let your houses, your families, your lives, your fruits, and the gaoli» 
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and the scriptures speak, and the people that are without, and God and 
Christ judge, whether you are clear from these things which the apostle 
reproves. 

And the apostle who desired others to follow him, as he followed Christy 
and mark them for their examples, who coveted no man's silver, gold, 
or apparel, and eat no man's bread for nought ; but can you priests say 
so, that have taken goods from people, and cast them in prison, and have 
done no work for them, and they had nothing from you ; is not this eat- 
ing other's bread for nought ? but the apostle bids Timothy be an exam- 
pie unto them that believed, (that is, to the church,) he was to be an 
example in word and in conversation, and an example in love, and an 
example in spirit, and an example in purcness, (or in so doing he both 
saved himself and them that heard him. 1 Tim. iv. So try yourselves 
here by the apostle's command, and see what example you give. 

And in 1 77m. vi. the apostle saith to Timothy of such that think gain 
is godliness, * from such separate thyself;' what think ye of this ye priests? 
if ye had not gain, should people have any of your preaching? and then 
b not your gain your godliness, and from such the man of God must be 
separated; and is not this to measure religion by riches? try yourselves 
by this scripture. 

But the apostle saith, * godliness is great gain,' if a man be content 
with what he hath, for nothing we brought into the world, and it is cer- 
tain we shall carry nothing out, and therefore, having food and raiment, 
let us therewith be content ; for they that will be rich in this world fall 
into temptation and snares, and many foolish and noisome lusts, which 
drown men in perdition and destruction. 

And now measure yourselves ye bishops and priests, and professors, 
and see if you be not fallen into these temptations and snares, and many 
noisome lusts, and drowned in perdition and destruction, who have diso- 
beyed the command of Christ, which is, ' freely ye have received, freely 
give ;' so there is not to be a looking after gain then, which the man of 
God is to separate himself from them that do: ' for the desire of money 
is the root of all evil, which whilst some lusted after, they erred from 
the faith, and pierced themselves through with many sorrows ; but thou 
man of God flee these things, and follow after righteousness, faith, love, 
patience, and meekness,' &c 

Now here you may see what the man of God must flee from, and what 
he must follow after ; but come measure yourselves you that teach for 
money, and are lovers of money, and others, have you not got the root 
of all evil, that lust after it in your hearts ; and are not you pierced 
through with many sorrows ? and are not you erred from the faith that 
gives victory ? and say, there is no victory from the body of sin and im- 
jperfectioo on this tide the grave: and are not you erred from the 
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command of Christ, which saith, 'freelj you have received, freely give:* 
come try yourselves by the scripture, which you say is the rule, whether 
your actions be not found short of Christ's command, and the apostle's 
doctrine and charge to Timothy, the man of God. 

And in 2 TifTt. ilL the apostle tells Timothy, that in the last times 
perilous days should come, that D>en should be lovers of their own selves^ 
covetous, proud, boasters, cursed speakers, disobedient to parents, un- 
thankful, unholy, without natural afiection, truce-breakers, false accu- 
sers, intemperate, fierce despisers of them which are good, [mark, fierce 
despisers of them which are good^] traitors, heady, high minded, lovers 
of pleasures more than lovers of God, [mark,] having a form of godliness, 
but have denied the power thereof, therefore, from such turn away, 
[mark,] for of this sort are they which creep into houses, leading silly 
women captive, laden with sins, and led away with divers lusts, ever 
learning, but never able to come to the knowledge of the truth ; and as 
Jannes and Jambres withstood Moses, so do these resist the truth, men of 
corrupt minds, reprobate concerning the faith ; but they shall proceed 
DO further, for their madness shall be manifest to ail, as their's was. 

Now come ye priests and professors, and all others called christians, 
measure yourselves and try yourselves by these scriptures ; are not you 
lovers of yourselves, and covetous, and proud boasters; and are not the 
cursed speakers and disobedient to parents found among you ? and are 
not you unthankful and unholy, and do not you plead for unholiness as 
long as you live, and say there is no overcoming the body of sin here ? 
and hath not your covetousness appeared in spoiling people's goods ? 
and are not you to be turned away from, according to the apostle's doc- 
trine ? and have not you been false accusers, and intemperate, and fierce 
despisers of them which are good? and without natural afiection, when 
you imprison so many for your bellies, and make so many fatherless and 
widows, such as you did no work for? is not this without natural afiections, 
and have not you a shew of godliness, and a profession of Christ's and the 
prophets', and apostles' words ? and have not you, and do not you deny 
the power and spirit of the Holy Ghost, that the prophets and apostles 
were in ? and do not you keep people always learning, and leading of 
them, that they may be always paying of you, yet they are never able 
to come to the knowledge of the truth ? and is not this a sad learning, 
and a sad leading ? and are not you and your people laden with sins 
and divers lusts I for do not you tell the people, that both you and them 
must carry the body of sin, and death, and imperfections to the grave ? 
and are not you and your people laden with your body of sin ? and 
b not this a great load to carry all their life long to the grave, and there 
to be buried altogether with it, where there is no repentance ? and do 
not you keep your people always learning, always under your teaching* 
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that they may be always paying, and resist the truth, like Jannes and 
Jambres, that resisted Moses, and are reprobates concerning the faith 
that should give victory over the load of sin ? and hath not, and is not 
your madness here seen, as Jannes' and Jambres' was ? and is not the 
apostle's doctrine to be obeyed now, as then, who bid ^ turn away from 
all such,' though you may have a form of godliness, yet deny the power 
thereof, as they did in the apostle's time ; for hath not the highminded- 
ness appeared, and your loving pleasures been manifest to them that be 
in the power of God, and turn away from yout try yourselves by the 
scripture, and let God and Chrbt judge. 

And the apostle saith, 2 Tim. iv. he chargeth Timothy to preach the 
word * in season, and out of season.' Come, professors and priests, mea- 
sure yourselves by this ; in season, may be you will say, is when the sun 
shines, and out of season, is when there is a storm ; but there is more 
need to look after the sheep when the storm is, than when the sun shines ; 
for when there is a storm, is there then not most need ? so try your prac- 
tice by the scripture, but then Demas will forsake Paul, and embrace 
the world ; and have not many done like Demas herein 1 let that of God 
in your conscience speak, and God and Christ judge. 

And the apostle bids Timothy * fly from all youthful lusts, and follow 
after righteousness, faith, love, peace with all them that call on the name 
of the Lord with a pure heart.' Come, try yourselves by this scripture, 
and if you were found according to Paul's exhortation, it would be well ; 
but do ye own such people as call upon the Lord with a pure heart 1 do 
you believe there is any such people now, that call upon the Lord with 
a pure heart? that is contrary to your principle and belief, who say 
people must carry a body of sin and death to the grave : we never read 
in the scriptures that ever Christ or his apostles preached up such a doc- 
trine, that people must carry a body of sin and death, and imperfection 
to the grave ; but they preached up holiness, pureness and perfection ; 
and bid them be perfect, and to follow the apostles, and to walk as Christ 
walked. 

And Paul writes to Titus of the qualifications of bishops and elders, 
how that 'they must be unreprovable, the husband of one wife, having 
faithful children, who are not slandered with riot ; [mark,] neither are 
disobedient ; for a bishop must be unreprovable as God's steward, not 
forward, [mark,] not angry ;' try yourselves, * not given to wine ;' prove 
yourselves, ' no striker, nor persecutor ;' examine yourselves, ' not given 
to filthy lucre ;' measure yourselves with your rule, the scripture, and 
see whether you are not given to filthy lucre ; * for,' said the apostle, 
' there are many disobedient and vain talkers, chiefly they of the cir- 
cumcision.' Now this circumcision was a command of God ; this out- 
ward circumcisioii they cry up, and leave the circumcision of the heart ; 
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but the apostle saith, * whose mouths must be stopped, who subvert 
whde houses, teaching things which they ought not, for filthy hicre*s 
sake ; one of themselves, even one of their own prophets said, the Crc- 
tians arc always liars, evil beasts, slow-bellies ; this witness is true, 
wherefore reprove them sharply, that they may be found in the faith.' 

So ye see here, what and who must be reproved, and how these lucre 
prophets can speak one against another, and call them liars, evil beasts, 
and slow-bellies; and is it not the practice of such now, that are found 
in these steps, and such now as teach for filthy lucre, as can cry up out- 
ward commands and the letter, and make a mock of the spirit*s moving 
and leadings: so we see these could cry up circumcision, an outward 
command, for filthy lucre*s sake, as many do now talk of the letter, but 
cannot endure to talk of the light, and Cliri!»t being manifested within, 
and will not come to that lest it should reprove them; but it is their 
condemnation; for they profess they kiu>w God, but by works thay deny 
him, and are abominable, and to every good work reprobate, sec 7i/. i. 
and examine yourselves by it. And Paul bids him, ^ above all things, 
show thyself an example in good works, with uncorrupt doctrine, with 
gravity and integrity.' So now, do you prove yours, and see whether you 
are found such examples in such works and uncorrupt doctrine ; for as 
James saith, chap. iL * as the body without the spirit is dead, even so 
faith without works is dead,' Now this faith purifies the heart and 
gives victory, and without it people cannot please God ; and this faith 
works by k)ve. 

So you that deny overcoming sin and evil, and the body of sin and 
death on this side the grave, have not this true faith which gives victory, 
and in 1 PeL v. ' be writes to the elders who was also an elder, that they 
should feed the flock of God, not by constraint, but willingly; not for 
filthy lucre, but of a ready mind, not as though ye were lords over God's 
heritage, but that ye be examples to the flock.' JVow mark, and come 
and try yourselves, ye priests and teachers of Christendom, and elders : 
do not ye feed your flocks for filthy lucre's sake ? where is there any 
amongst you, but they are as lords and masters over God's heritage ; 
yea, and have the title of lords and masters, though it be contrary to 
Christ's command, as in Matt. xxiiL and in Luke xxiL 25. So look in all 
your bishopricks, popedoms, and other jurisdictions, and see if you do not 
feed your flocks for filthy iucre^s sake, and not willingly and freely, as 
Christ commands; and see if you have not lost the example of the min- 
isters and elders, whom the Holy Ghost made overseers : and is not the 
succession of all Christ's ministers to be in the Holy Ghost, as the apos- 
tles were in, and try yourselves by the scripture, as you see in 1 Pet. ii. 3. 

And in 2 Pet, ii. there you may see how Peter describes the false . 
teachers and ialse prophets, and bow ^ many shall follow their damnable 
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ways, by whom the way of truth shall be evil spoken of, and through 
covetousness shall they with feigned words make merchandize of you, 
whose judgment lingereth not, and their damnation slumbereth not/ he 
compareth them to the * fallen angels, whom God spared not, that had 
sinned, but cast them into hell, and under the chains of darkness to be 
kept unto damnation ;' and compares them to Sodom, and the old world 
that was destroyed, *• who walk after the flesh, and the lusts of unclean- 
ness, and as natural brute beasts, &c. having eyes full of adultery, that 
cannot cease from sin, beguiling unstable souls ; they have hearts exer- 
cised with covetousness, &c. which forsaking the right way, have gone 
astray, following the way of Balaam, who loved the wages of unrighte- 
ousness ;' mark, and try yourselves by this scripture. * They are wells 
without water, and clouds that are carried away with the tempest up 
and down, to wliom is reserved the blackness and darkness forever ; for 
in speaking the high swelling words of vanity, they beguile with wan- 
tonness through the lusts of the flesh, them that were clean escaped 
from them, who are wrapped in error,' mark, in error, a sad wrapping, 
promising themselves liberty, and are the servants of corruptions ; for o( 
whomsoever man is overcome, even to the same is he in bondage, but it 
had been better for them never to have known the way of righteousness;' 
but the proverb is come upon such, * the dog is turned to his vpmit, and 
the sow that was washed, to the wallowing in the mire again.' 

So c^me, try yourselves, ye teachers, by this chapter, who say ye have 
not the same power and spirit the apostles had, see if ye be not found in 
these practises, who shall receive the wages of unrighteousness, as they 
who count it pleasure .to live deliciously for a season : spots they are, 
and blots, delighting themselves in their deceivings, in feasting with you : 
so ye may see these could creep amongst the church, and such in their 
very works deny the Lord that bought them ; as now many will say, 
that Christ did not die for all men, and what is this but to deny the Lord 
that hath bought all men? though all men do not live to him that be- 
lieve it, yet * he tasted death for every man ;' and ye may see those false 
teachers and prophets, they had high swelling words, and a profession, 
but their life was quite contrary to Christ and the apostles : so all you 
that profess the scripture to be your rule, come try yourselves by it, and 
see whether you be found in the life and practice of the apostles, or these 
ialse prophets, which they declared against ; for the good words ye may 
(^et, iind the i^heep's clothing, but out of the sheep^s nature and life, but 
try yourselves by 2 Pel, ii. tliroiighout, whether you walk in the apostles' 
steps and doctrine, or in the ways of such as they testified against. And 
in 1 John ii. there you may see how he describes the false prophets and 
antichrists, who said then, ' Hi. y were come already,' and therefore ex- 
liorted the saints to keep to the anointing within them, which they had 
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received from God, and they needed not that anj man should teach them, 
but as the same anointing doth teach them, and as it did teach them, 
they should continue in the Father and the Son, and these things have 
I written, concerning them that seduce you : so seducers, deceivers, false 
prophets, and antichrists, drew people from this anointing within, being 
gone out from it themselves, though they might keep the sheep's cloth- 
ing, and outside profession, and the prophets' Christ's and the apostles' 
words, but resisted the Holy Ghost, like the pharisees and chief priests ; 
and then they might say, as you do now, that they had not tlie same 
Holy Ghost as the prophets and apostles had. And John saith, ' whoso- 
ever abideth in Christ sinneth not, neither can he, because the seed of 
Crod remains in him ;' but do not you say, they must sin while they live 
upon the earth, and carry the body of sin and death to the grave ; and 
is not this contrary to John's doctrine ; but John saith, * he that hath this 
hope, purifies himself as he is pure,' but do not you say, you cannot be 
pure on this side the grave, and there is no overcoming of sin on this 
side the grave ; and is not this opposite to John's doctrine again ; so what 
is your profession of the scripture worth in that hope which doth not 
purify, which is the hope that will perish ? and John saith, ^ little chil- 
dren, let no man deceive you, he that doth righteousness is righteous, 
even as he is righteous,' mark, is righteous ; this was the present time, 
before they go to the grave : and do not you deceive people, that say, 
they cannot be righteous, but must have and carry that unrighteous 
body of death and sin to the grave. 

And John saith, * whosoever hates his brother is a man-slayer, and no 
man-slayer hath eternal life abiding in him, and he that hates his brother 
IS in darkness, and walks in darkness, and knows not whither he goes, 
because that darkness hath blinded his eyes.' And do not you hate your 
brethren for whom Christ died, when you persecute and cast them in 
prison to death, and spoil their goods ; come, try yourselves by the scrip- 
tures, and by 2 John iiL for Christ that tasted death for all men, be gives 
a command to love one another, and to love enemies ; to love them which 
love one again, this was the pharisees' love, which they had in their out- 
ward profession without life ; but come and try yourselves, ye teachers 
and professors in Christendom, by that which you say is the rule, and 
see if the scriptures will not find you to be men-slayers, and that you 
have not eternal life abiding in you, as the saints had, that loved God, 
Christ, and one another, and enemies. And in the third epistle of John, 
he saith, ' because that for his name's sake,' to wit, Christ's, * they went 
forth and took nothing of the Gentiles;' and now mark, do not you take 
of. others who are not of your church; and the apostles that went 
forth for Christ's name's sake, took nothing when they went forth among 
the GentileSy but do not you take of them, whom you call heretics, and 
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deceivers, and deluded ones, which may be walk more in the life of 
Christ than yourselves? do you not force them, or sue them that do not 
give you a maintenance ? The apostle saith« they were * not to eat with 
such as walk disorderly ;' where did ever the prophets or apostles take 
maintenance, or force them to give them a maintenance, as they called 
antichrists and deceivers, and heretics, or deluded ones? Let us see 
where the scripture gives you a rule for this: and where did ever the 
Jews take tythe-pigs ? were not swine unclean by the law ? or tythe* 
geese, or tythe-foals ? and though the law gave ty thes to the priests, yet 
the gospel saith, * freely you have received, freely give :' And if you 
priests do say, you are of the tribe of Levi, and if you are of the tribe 
of Levi, how is it that you take of so many sorts of people to make 
priests of; for the Levitical priests were all of one tribe, but yours of 
many ; but Christ who capae of the tribe of Judah hath ended that priest- 
hood that came of Levi's tribe, and the law by which they were made* 
and the commandment that first gave them tythes. 

And the apostle saith, ^ look to yourselves that ye lose not the things 
which we have done, but that we may receive a full reward ; whosoever 
transgresseth, and abideth not in the doctrine of Christ, hath not God ; 
he that continueth in the doctrine of Christ, he hath both the Father 
and the Son,' mark, hath them ; ^ if there come any among you, and 
bringeth not this doctrine, receive him not into your houses, neither bid 
him God speed ; for he that biddeth him God speed, is a partaker of his 
evil deeds ;' for how can he bid him God speed, that is without the 
Father and the Son, and transgresseth, and doth not abide in his doctrine, 
though he may have a great profession of Christ and the apostle's words, 
and yet hath not seen Son nor Father, which is the substance of all. 

Therefore come ye priests and professors, try yourselves ; have ye the 
Father and Son? do you abide in the doctrine of Chrbt, * freely ye have 
received, freely give?' try yourselves by the scriptures, and the 2d 
epistle of John, and let God, and Christ, and the scriptures judge. 

And the apostle Peter saith, ' through covetousness shall they with 
feigned words make merchandize of you,' to wit, the people. Now con- 
sider how many sorts of regions there are, and the priests and the 
teachers thereof, that have made merchandize of the people, hath there 
been in Christendom since the apostles' days, 2 Pei. iL 3. 

* But the merchants of the earth shall weep and wail over her, (to 
wit, Babylon) for no man shall buy her ware any more.' Rev. xviii. IL 

And Peter saith in 2 Pel. iii. 3. ' first understanding that there shall 
come in the last days mdckers, which shall walk after their ungodly 
lusts ;' and have we not sufficiently experienced this, both from the lead- 
ers and hearers, who have mocked at the spirit of .God, which should 
mortify their lusts, and at the movings of the spirit of God. and yet make 
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a pi-ofession of the scriptures, which no prophecy of it came in the old 
time by the will of man ; but holy men of God spake as they were moved 
by the Holy Ghost ; and you not being in the same moving of the same 
Holy Ghost, professing the words that were given forth by it. and mock 
at it, where it is manifested in life and power, and say there is no having 
the same Holy Ghost now a-days, as they had, which Holy Ghost leads 
into all truth now, as it did in the apostle's days, where it is received 
and not resisted, like your forefathers, and none come into all truth but 
by it, though they may have all the scriptures given forth from it, from 
Genesis to Revelations. 

And Jude in his general epistle warns the church of deceivers, and bids 
the saints * earnestly to contend for the faith which was once delivered 
to the saints ; for there were certain men crept in, which were before 
of old ordained to this condemnation, ungodly men they are, which turn 
the grace of our God into wantonness, denying God the only Lord, and 
our Lord Jesus Christ,' which are compared to the * angels that kept not 
their first state, but left their own habitation, whom he hath reserved in 
everlasting darkness, under chains, unto the great day ;' and they are 
compared unto Sodom and Gomorrah, * that followed strange flesh, that 
were set forth for an example, and to suffer the vengeance of eternal 
fire ;' and are compared to such as God had delivered out of Egypt, 
* whom God destroyed, that believed not ;' which are called * filthy dream- 
ers, that defile the flesh, and despbc government, and speak evil of dig- 
nities, and speak evil of those things which they know not ; whatsoever 
things they know, they know naturally as brute beasts, without reason, 
in those things they corrupt themselves.' 

Now consider ye elders, and teachers, and professors, you that say, that 
neither yourselves nor others have the same spirit, and Holy Ghost, and 
power that the apostles had now in your days ; then is not what ye know, 
ye know naturally ? and do not you in those things corrupt yourselves, 
who plead for the body of sin and death to the grave ? do not you plead 
in this for that which defiles your flesh, and speak evil of that dignity 
which should work it down ? and have you not made a mock of the grace 
of God, which brings salvation, which teacheth the saints, and hath ap- 
peared unto all men ? for faith and grace is not natural (which Christ 
is the author of,) but is the gifl of God ; and was it not, and is it not 
well for the saints to contend for the faith which Christ is the author and 
finisher of in them, which is God's gift, and purifies their hearts, which 
brings them to have access to Crod ? is it not good to contend for this 
faith, the work of Christ in their hearts, seeing such that turn the grace 
of God into wantonness, and in their works deny the only Lord and our 
Lord Jesus Christ, though in words they may profess him, whose ways 
are like Sodom, and the angels that left their first habitation, and to the 



51 

children of Israel, that after Crod had delivered them out of Egypt, be- 
Iiered not, whom God destroyed ; therefore it is good for the saints to 
contend for the faith and grace of God, that comes by Jesus, which saves 
them, and brings their salvation, seeing there is so many that turn the 
grace of God into wantonness, and contend, for their body of sin, and 
death, and imperfection to the grave, and walk despitefully against the 
spirit of grace, and seeing so many speak evil of those things they do not 
know, and deny the power and spirit the apostles had, which would give 
them knowledge, for what they know they know naturally as brute beasts, 
the worst sort of creatures ; now are not all your tongues natural, and 
learning natural ? did they not begin at Babel? and did not Pilate and 
the Jews set them a-top of Christ when they crucified him? and hath 
not the beast and the whore (mentioned in the Revelations) power over 
the tongues, that sits upon the waters? and are not the tongues called 
waters ? but Christ is risen above them, and all natural things ; and may 
not a parrot be taught to speak any language ? and is not all what ye 
know, ye know naturally, that say, you have not the same power and 
spirit of Grod, and Holy Ghost as the apostles had ? pray you come, try 
yourselves, and measure yourselves by this scripture, and see if you be 
not found in these practises, that Jude warns the church of; for how can 
ye know spiritually, that deny the light that shines in the heart, to give 
the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ Jesus, who mock 
at this light, and call it natural, and the Quakers' idol. 

And further the apostle saith, * Woe be unto them, for they have fol- 
lowed the way of Cain, and are cast away, by the deceit and error of 
Balaam's wages of unrighteousness ; these are spots in your feasts of 
charity, when they feast with you, without all fear feeding themselves, 
clouds without water, carried about with winds, corrupt trees without 
fruit, twice dead, and plucked up by the roots, they are the raging 
waves of the sea, foaming out their own shame (and have we not seen 
' you rage sufficiently ?) they are Pandering stars, to whom is reserved the 
blackness of darkness forever; these arc murmurers, complainers, walk- 
ers after their own lusts, whose mouths speak high swelling words of 
vanity, having men's persons in admiration because of advantage, (mark, 
there is the ground of their preaching,) but beloved, remember the words 
which were spoken before of the apostles, and of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
how that they told you, that there should be mockers in the last times, 
which should walk after their ungodly lusts (these are makers of sects, 
fleshly, having not the spirit) of some have a compassion, in putting a 
difference, and others save with fear plucking them out of the fire, and 
hating even the garments spotted by the flesh.' 

And now come ye professors and teachers, and try yourselves by these 
scriptures ; do not you plead for the body of death and sin to the grave ? 
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and doth not that spot the flesh ? and have you not men's persons in ad« 
miration because of advantage 1 and are not you wells without water, 
the living water, and wandering stars from one thing to another, and 
trees without heavenly fruit, that say you have not the same spirit and 
power the apostles had? and are not some of you (I fear) twice dead 
and plucked up by the roots ? then you cannot grow ; and have you not 
gone in Cain's way of persecuting, and Balaam's way for the wages of 
unrighteousness, contrary to Christ's command, ' freely you have received 
freely give?' pray try, and see if you be not found in his error, and 
these evil practises. 

And have not you gone in Core's way, gainsaying the power and the 
spirit as the apostles were in ? and did not the same gainsay that in the 
apostles' days ? and does not the apostle say, * They that have the form 
of godliness, and not the power, from such turn away ?' that is, they that 
have not the power, and spirit, and Holy Ghost the apostles were in, 
turn away from such ; so try yourselves by these scriptures, and see 
whether ye be found in the practice of the apostle, or such as he cried 
•gainst here, having men's persons in admiration because of advantage^ 
and makers of sects ; look how many sects there are amongst you in 
Christendom ; and what can you walk after else but your ungodly lusts, 
who say, you have not the same spirit the apostles had to walk after, 
who plead for your carrying your body of sin, and death, and imperfec- 
tion to the grave. 

And also another scripture ye bring in Mat, zzviii. ' go and teach all 
nations,' die. 

Now consider, most sects will bring thb ; for papists, presbyterians, 
independents, baptists, and others, will bring this scripture for their 
call, and say, Christ bids his disciples, ' go, and teach all nations,' du;. 
But mark, do you go into all nations ? hath Christ spoken to you, and 
bid ye go into all nations, as he bid the apostles ? if so, then you are 
disobedient; how is it then that you settle down in great bishoprics 
and parsonages, and are ready to jostle and thrust one another out for 
them ; but will you go any further than you may have a fat parsonage 
or benefice provided by some magistrate or great person, or have a law 
to compel people to give you a maintenance ; the apostles trusted the 
Lord, and went out without bag, Slc, and freely as they had received, 
so did give freely, but will you go any further than there b a fat benefice 
or parsonage ? And if this be your call, as you pretend, why do not you 
go among the Turks, Tartars, Blacks, and Indians, and give unto them 
freely, as Christ gave himself freely; who had power to lay down his life, 
and take it up again ? and he hath tasted death for every man freely, 
and hath enlightened every ,man with his heavenly divine light freely; 
and the grace of God which brings salvation, which appears unto all 
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men, ii given freely. So, ^ if any man lack wisdom, let him ask it of God, 
be gives unto all men freely, and upbraideth no man/ Jam. L 5. And 
80 Christ bids his ministers give freely, as they had received freely ; so 
try yourselves by these scriptures, all ye who neither obey Christ's com- 
mand, nor do his work. And ' thou believest there is a God, thou dost 
well, the devils also believe and tremble,* Jam, iL 19. and so thou mayest 
believe there is a Christ, so did the devil, and thou dost well, but see if 
the devil's belief doth not condemn thee, but thou shouldst shew the 
works of thy faith and of thy belief, that thy heart is purified, that thy 
faith be not dead ; for a dead faith will plead for a body of death and 
sin to the grave, but the living faith, the gift of God, b the victory over 
it, and doth purify, through which faith there is access to God, and in 
that faith thou wilt please God, which the saints now contend for, which 
Christ is the author of. ^nd, ' He that saith he remaineth in Christ, 
ought even so to walk, even as he walked.' 1 John iL 6. ' And he that 
hath the Son hath life, and he that hath him not, hath not life ; and he 
that believeth in the Son of God hath the witness in himself,' 1 John v. 
' and he that hath the Son, hath the Father.' So this is more than an 
otttward belief, as the pharisees had of God and Christ to come, or others 
now, that say he is come, and do not receive him freely into their 
hearts by faith. 

And therefore, ' prove yourselves, examine yourselves, know you not 
your own selves, how that Jesus Christ is in you except ye be repro- 
bates.' So try and measure yourselves by the scriptures here, whether 
you be in the life and spirit of the prophets, Christ and the apostles, or 
in the spirit of the false prophets and teachers. This is in love to you 
all, that you may not sin out your time. 

And Paul saith, 2 Cor. xii. 17. * Did I make a gain of you, [or peel you] 
by any of them whom I sent unto you? I have desired Titus, and with 
him I have sent a brother, did Titus make a gain of you, [or peel you] 
' of any thing ? walked we not in the self-same spirit 1 walked we not in 
the same steps V Now come priests, try yourselves, do not you make a 
gain of people yourselves, and by such as you send amongst them ? do 
not you peel the people? do ye walk in the self-same spirit the apostles 
were in, and in the same steps? let your practice, and that of God in 
your consciences, an<^ the people, and the scriptures judge, for there is 
tl^e succession. 2 Cor. xii. 17, 18. And you may see in your own margin 
notes, such false teachers, who under a pretence of preaching the truth, 
sought only to fill their, bellies, whereas the true teachers sought the 
people : and now come try yourselves by you^ own marginal notes in 
the beginning of 2 Cor. and see which of these .steps you walk in, and 
whether you seek the people, or to fill your bellies. And in the margi- 
nal notes upon 2 Thes. such as lived idly of other men's labours, were to 
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be reproved sharply, whom, if they did not obey Paul's admonitions and 
command, they were to have no fellowship with them. So see and try 
yourselves, ye priests and teachers, by your own marginal notes, and 
see whether you are not such as live idly on other men's labour, and so, 
are such as deserve not only to be reproved sharply, but to be such, as 
with whom the true church is not to have fellowship. And do not you 
think there are many Elymases now amongst you, that seek to turn 
people from the true faith, which Christ is the author and the finisher 
off which purities the hearts of people, by which faith they are justi- 
fied, and by which faith they have access to the pure God 1 And will 
not Elymas plead for imperfection, and a body of sin and death to the 
grave, think you ? and is not this seeking to turn people from the true 
faith, that gives them victory ? but you presbyterians, what is become 
of your directory that you made, and persecuted us for not following 
your directory, and not giving you means ? And you independents, what 
is become of your church faith, which you made at Savoy, in eleven 
day's time 7 and persecuted us because we would not folk)w your church 
faith, and give you maintenance, as many others have done since, be« 
cause we cannot follow their book worship, which wc told you then, and 
do now, the scripture is a better book than any you can make ; and the 
spirit of Christ is a better directory than yours, who say you have not 
the same spirit they had, which gave forth scriptures, and yet you will 
make books for people to worship by ; may not Christ's words be veri- 
fied upon you ? * If the blind lead the blind both shall fall into the ditch.' 
But Christ is the author of our faith, and finisher, and not you ; and the 
scripture is a better directory or creed, than any of you all can make, 
and the spirit is a better directory and leader, that gave the scriptures 
forth, than yours, which ye have often said, ye have not the same spirit 
that gave forth the scriptures, and yet will give forth directories, and 
creeds, and faiths, for other people, and persecute them for not believing, 
and not joining to it, and not maintaining it, and you that held it up. 
Now the scriptures were given forth to be believed, fulfilled, and prac- 
tised, and read ; and the church was charged by the Lord to read it, as 
you may see in CoL iv. 16. and 1 Thes. v. 27. and the law and the pro- 
phets were to be read and fulfilled ; so we say, read them, and believe 
and practise them, and wait upon Christ, who doth fulfil them, and by 
his Holy Ghost leads into all the truth of them ; and obey the spirit of 
God, by which ye may know the things of God. And in JSTehem. xix. it 
is said, ' Thou gavest them thy good spirit to instruct them.' But you 
may see how they rebelled against it, and rebelled against his prophets 
that walked in his spirit 

And in Acts viL 51. you may see the stiff-necked professors and uncircum* 
cised in heart and cars, always resisted the Holy Ghost, as your fiithen 
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did, so do ye ; and these were rebels against the Holy Ghost, who re- 
belled against the prophets, rebelled against Christ, rebelled against the 
apostles, yea, I say they rebelled against Christ who was conceived by the 
Holy Ghost ; and the apostles that were in the Holy Ghost, they also 
rebelled against the church that had fellowship with them in the Holy 
Ghost, they rebelled against the martyrs, and them that kept the testi- 
mony of Jesus, the spirit of prophecy ; and these rebels were of the beast, 
and the whore, the false church, antichrist, and the false prophets, de- 
ceivers and teachers that preach for filthy lucre, and for means, that 
minded earthly things, and served not the Lord Jesus Christ, but their 
own bellies, and preach people to themselves, or parties, and not to Christ, 
but make a prey upon them. And these rebels were they that always per- 
secuted the true church, and the prophets, and Christ, and the apostles, 
and the martyrs, and quenched the spirit, and grieved and vexed it, 
both in themselves and others, though they may get the form of godli- 
ness, but deny the power thereof; and these that rebel against the 
Holy Ghost, and resist it, are such as hate the divine and spiritual light 
of Christ, and will not come to it in themselves, lest it should reprove 
them, because their deeds are evil ; and these that rebel against the 
spirit, are such as turn from the grace of God into wantonness, and walk 
despitefully against the spirit of grace ; and these that rebel against 
the spirit, say, that Christ the heavenly man, hath not enlightened every 
man that cometh into the world with a heavenly light ; and these also 
say that the grace of God which brings salvation, and which hath ap- 
peared unto all men, they say, it is not sufficient to teach and to bring 
salvation to all, and say it hath not appeared to every man, contrary to 
God and the scriptures, who say, that his grace is sufficient ; and these 
rebels say, that Christ hath not tasted death, nor his blood shed for all 
men ; and these are the makers of sects, and bringers of people on heaps, 
that resist and rebel against the Holy Ghost, in which holy spirit the 
saints fellowship is ; and though the prophets, Christ and the apostles 
testify against such as preach for filthy lucre, and for hire, yet they 
that rebel against his spirit will have it, and compel people to pay it, 
though it be contrary to God and his prophets, Christ and the apostles' 
testimony ; and though Christ commanded his ministers or messengers 
* freely ye have received, freely give,' yet such as rebel against the Holy 
Ghost, and resist the good spirit of God, as all their forefathers did, will 
force people to give it them, and they themselves will take it, contrary 
to his command, and imprison and persecute them that will not give it 
them ; and they that rebel against and resist the Holy Ghost, though 
they may have all the form of godliness from Genesis to the Revelations, 
they will never bring people to heaven, nor to God, nor Christ, but like 
their forefathers, the pharisaical Jews, shut up the kingdom of heaven 
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from men, neither enter in themselves, nor sufier others ; and among 
them is found all the blood of the prophets, and Christ, and the apostles, 
and the martyrs from the foundation of the world unto this day ; and 
among such, and by such was our F^rd and Saviour slain; and these 
are the great professors of God and Christ, prophets and the apostles, and 
the scriptures with their lips, but their hearts are afar off from God and 
Christ: and such as do resist the Holy Gho^t, and rebel against it, thej 
may well say, they have not the same spirit and power the prophets and 
apostles had, nor have heard God and Christ's voice; and so if such will 
try themselves by the scripture, they may see, neither scripture nor the 
spirit is their rule for their life and practice; for they that rebel against 
the spirit of God, and resist the Holy Ghost, rebel against God, his pro- 
phets, Christ Jesus and his apostles, and his people to this day, though 
they make a profession of the words given forth by the Holy Ghost, and 
find fault with their forefathers for persecuting the prophets, Christ, and 
the apostles, and the martyrs, yet they follow them in their persecuting 
spirit, and are direct heirs to them, following them in their succession, 
the birth of the flesh, that will persecute him that is born of the spirit, 
making a profession of the scriptures given forth by the birth of the 
spirit, and yet rebelling against the spirit, and resisting the Holy Ghost, 
which moved all the holy men of God to speak forth the scriptures, and 
the same Holy Ghost is the key to open them again ; and they that arc 
in the Holy Ghost, are in the succession to that spirit the apostles were 
in ; and they that are in the Holy Ghost, are in the succession to the 
church-fellowship, that was in the primitive times, and are in the suc- 
cession of praying in the Holy Ghost, and comfort of it, and the suc- 
cecders of feeding the flock, and the overseeing it in the Holy Ghost 
that the apostles were in ; and they that are the spiritual successors of 
the apostles, are in the Holy Ghost that leads them into all truth, as it 
led the apostles into all truth. 

And in Ezek. xxii. 25. to the end, * there is a conspiracy of the pro- 
phets in the midst thereof, like a roaring lion ravening the prey, they 
have devoured souls, they have taken the riches and precious things, 
they have made many widows in the midst thereof, (to wit, Jerusalem,) 
her priests have broken my law, and have defiled my holy things, they 
have put no difference betwixt the holy and the profane, the clean and the 
unclean, &c. and I am profaned amongst them, her prophets have 
daubed with untempered mortar, seeing vanity and divining lies, saying, 
thus saith the Lord, when the Lord hath not spoken ; the people of the 
land have been violently oppressed by spoiling and robbing, and they 
vexed the poor and the needy ; yea, they vexed the poor against his 
right ; I sought for a man amongst them that should make up the hedge, 
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and stand in the gap before me for the land, that I should not destroy it* 
but I found none. 

Now consider this, ye priests, prophets, and professors in Christendom, 
try yourselves, and see if you be not found in this spirit as these priests 
and prophets were in under the law ? have ye not broken the gospel 
and the command of Christ, as they broke the law ? have you not made 
many widows and fatherless by casting in prison for your tythes? have 
not you said, thus saith the Lord, and the Lord never spoke to you ? 
have not ye been like ravening lions for your prey ? have not you vexed 
the poor and needy, and stranger by oppressing and spoiling 1 and is not 
this contrary to the gospel and Christ's command, who saith, ' freely ye 
have received, freely give.' So measure yourselves and your practice 
by this scripture. 

And Christ saith John x. * an hirelmg will flee because he is an hire- 
ling, and cares not for the sheep.' And hath not this been fulfilled 
amongst the hirelings in this our age ? and Christ saith, ' the thief cometh 
not, but to steal, to kill, and to destroy, but I am come that ye may have 
life, and have it more abundantly, and all that come before me are 
thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not hear them, [mark,] did not 
hear them, and I am the door of the sheep, if by me any man enter in, 
he shall be saved, and go in and out and find pasture ;' and therefore^ 
come now and try yourselves by Christ's own words, who is the good 
shepherd, and hath laid down his life for his sheep ; and therefore what 
say you of all them that have killed and destroyed about religion since 
the apostles' days, and say they have not heard the voice of Christ t do 
not these steal their words from their neighbours, and run, and God 
never sent them? and are Christ's sheep to hear thieves and robbers T 
and is it not Christ which lighteth every man that cometh into the world T 
is not he the door, and must not every one that entereth into his pasture, 
enter in by the light, or else how can they see the door without the 
light, which comes from him who is the life : for it is said, ^ the light 
which shines in the heart, gives the knowledge of the glory of Grod in 
the face of Christ Jesus, who is the door.' So they cannot enter in to 
Christ the door, but by the light that gives the knowledge ; so try your- 
selves, all ye that say, Christ hath not enlightened every man that 
cometh into the world with a heavenly and divine light, how you will 
come into the door without this light 1 and whether you that deny it do 
not keep people yet in darkness, among the hirelings, and thieves, and 
robbers, and from the good shepherd that lays down his life for his sheep, 
and are climbing up some other way ? but Christ's sheep hear his voice 
and follow him, who is the same to-day as yesterday, and so forever, 
though you say there is no hearing his voice now a-days. 

Vol. v.— 8 
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And the apostle saith, < let no man condemn joii in meats, or drink«, 
or in respect of a holy-day, or new-moons, or sabbnth-days. which are 
but a shadow of things to come, but the body is of Christ.' Now mark, 
for people to jangle about such things, is but about shadows of things to 
come, and that which the kingdom of God stands not in, hut the body is 
of Christ ; so Christ and his body is to be minded, who is the sub- 
stance of such things, that were figures, types or shadows of him ; 
and he is to be minded, who is the head, and the substance, and life of 
all. 

And further the apostle saith, ' let no man at his pleasure bear rule 
over you, by humbleness of mind, and worshipping of angels advancing 
himself into those things which he never saw, rashly puffed up with his 
fleshly mind, and not holding the head,' d:c. 

Now consider this, all ye that say, there is no hearing of God's voice 
now a-days, nor Christ's voice, and you have not the same power and 
•pint the apostles had. 

Therefore, come try yourselves by the scripture, which you say is 
your rule, are not you they that bear rule with your pretended humble- 
ness of mind, advancing yourselves into Christ, the prophets' and apostles' 
words, which you never saw in that spirit that gave them forth, and 
rashly pufied up in your fleshly minds : now consider whether people 
must own such as the apostle cried against in his day, now in our days, I 
say, they that do hold Christ Jesus the head, to be their teacher, and 
their prophet, and their shepherd, whether they must hold up such, yea, 
or nay ? and further the apostle saith, * if ye be dead with Christ from 
the ordinances of the world, why as though ye live in the world are ye 
burthened with traditions ? touch not, taste not, handle not, which all 
perish with the using, after the commandments and- doctrines of men, 
which things indeed have a show of wisdom in a voluntary religion, &,c. 
[mark,] a voluntary religion, then it is not the religion that is pure, 
which James speaks of, &€, 

Therefore, whether or no we must not follow the apostles here in our 
age, as the saints were in their age, and not to touch, taste, nor handle 
the doctrines of men, or commandments of men, which will perish with 
the using, though they may have a shew of wisdom in a voluntary reli- 
gion ; them that be not dead with Christ may follow such traditions and 
ordinances of men, and touch, taste and handle that which pcrisheth 
with the using ; but they that be dead and risen with Christ, cannot 
follow such things, as in Col. 2. So try -yourselves by this scripture 
whether you follow the apostles' doctrine, or such as he forbad. 

And in 1 Ttm. iv. the apostle saith, * the spirit speaks expressly that 
some shall depart from the faith in the latter times, and shall give heed 
to the spirit of error, and doctrines of devils, which speak lies in hypo- 
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crisj, having their consciences seared as with an hot iron, forbidding to 
marry, and commanding to abstain from meats, which God hath created 
to be received with thanksgiving of them that believe and know the 
truth ; for every creature of God is good, and ought not to be refused, 
if it be received with thank^iving, for it is sanctified by the word of 
God and prayer.' 

Now come and try yourselves, all ye that forbid meats and marriages, 
are not you these that the apostle prophesied of, and the spirit spoke of, 
that are departed from the true faith that the apostles were in, and are 
in the spirit of error, and doctrine of devils, which speak lies in hypocrisy, 
having your consciences burned with an hot iron, and are out of the 
belief ^ind the truth that the apostles \vere in, and so see not the end of 
God's creating of his creatures, to be received with thanksgiving, who 
saitli, every creature of Go 1 is gocd, and nothing ought to be refused, 
if it be received with thanksgiving, for it is sanctified by the word of 
God and prayer ; so not sanctified to you that forbid them, neither do ye 
know the end of God's creating them. ' So be not deceived, God is not 
mocked. Tor whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap, for he that 
soweth to the flesh, shall of the flesh reap corruptions, but he that 
soweth to the spirit, shall of the spirit reap life everlasting. GaL vi. 7, 8. 

Now come try yourselves all ye teachers in Christendom, and look 
into your fields or vineyards, and see what you have there sown, and see 
what a great crop of corruptions and all manner of evils you may reap 
out of them ; for you saying you have not the same spirit, and plough, 
and flail, and faith that the apostles had, then you cannot sow unto the 
spirit, by which you might reap Ufe eternal ; and though you may have 
all the scriptures from Genesis to the end of the Revelations, if you 
have not the same spirit as they had that gave them forth, you cannot 
sow to the spirit, neither are you successors of the prophets and apostles, 
except you arc in the spirit that gave forth the scriptures. And the apostle 
saith ^ let every man prove his own work, and then shall he have rejoic- 
ing in himself only, and not in another.' So now try yourselves ye 
priests and teachers, and prove your own work, and see what joy ye have 
in it ; to rejoice in another man's work, the prophets' or apostles', is not 
to rejoice in your own work, the work that God hath wrought in you ; 
and if you come to this, you must come to the light (as Girist said,) to 
see whether your works be wrought in God, that ye may have joy in 
him, and in yourselves in his spirit. Again the apostle saith, ' let him 
that is taught in the word communicate unto him that teacheth in all 
good things.' GaL vi. 6. 

Now is not this the scripture which you bring for your maintenance? 
but what b this to prove your forced maintenance by, and to cast peo- 
ple in prison, if they will not give you ty thes, or midsummer-dues, Easter- 
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reckonings, and the like ; this was spoken to them that were taught in 
the word, not to them whom they did not teach, and to force from them : 
bat you use to say, why do not they come, and hear 1 they may come if 
they will ; did the apostles force a maintenance from any that did not 
hear them, and say, they might come if they would, and we have a law 
to compel it from you ; if so, where is it written in the scripture, which 
you say is the rule ? but in this your practice, have not you thrown 
away Christ's law and command, who bids freely to give, as they had 
received. Bui the apostle saith, * he that is taught in the word,' he doth 
not say, he that is taught in the letter ; John saith, * in the beginning was 
the word, and in him was life, and this life was the light of men, and 
this is the true light that lighteth every man that comelh into the world :' . 
and you that deny this light, do not you deny the teaching of the word, 
and call the light natural ? and then in your account is not the word 
natural ? therefore, how can you have the good things communicated to 
you, which do not communicate the good and everlasting things to peo- 
ple ; and you see that the apostle would not receive of them that he 
did teach the good word to, but laboured with his hands, that he might 
keep the gospel without charge, and show an example to all that suc- 
ceeded him, neither would he use his power ; but have you not gone 
beyond this power, and abused it ; try yourselves. 1 Cor. ix. GaL vi. ) And 
in Luke viiL ^ and Joanna wife of Herod*s steward, and Susannah, with 
many others, which ministered unto Christ of their substance.' Now 
this scripture, which ye also bring, proves nothing for your forced main- 
tenance, for what they did, they did it freely ; for Christ never made a 
law to force people to give him and hb disciples maintenance ; if you 
say he did, show where it b written. Again, Habakkuk saith in Hab. 
ii. 9. ' Woe to him that coveteth an evil covetousness to his house.' And 
therefore, take heed of this woe coming upon you, all ye that covet an 
evil covetousness to your house, that ye may set your nests on high, who 
have coveted and taken other people's goods that ye have done no work 
for, be sure it will, except ye repent And in Amos vL is it not said, 
< woe to them that chant, or sing to the sound of the viol, and invent to 
themselves instruments of music like David, that drink wine in bowls, 
and anoint themselves with the chief ointments, but they are not 
grieved for the affliction of Joseph.' Now consider this ye priests and 
professors, and others, and try your practice by this scripture, and 
whether you are not found in these practises, and putting far away the 
evil day, and approach the seat of iniquity T and are not you them that 
stretch yourselves upon your beds 1 and therefore see what judgments 
the Lord threatened should come upoD such ; and do ye think the like 
judgments will not come upon you, that are found in their practises: 
and therefore, do not profess the tcripturet to be your rule, except you 
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walk in the spirit, which was both leader and rule, to the holy men of 
God that gave it forth, and according to their example that gave it forth 
in life and practice ; for if ye do not, ye are judged and reproved by 
the holy scripture, and the spirit of God and Christ, by which they were 
given forth. G. Fox, 

Worcester Prison^ the Wth months 1674. 



A LOOKING GLASS FOR THE JEWS: 

Wherein they may clearly see that the Messiah is come, by the Prophets in the 
Old Testament f (above sixteen hundred years since,) and the manifest testi- 
monies since. 

And also, they may see their own blindness and ignorance of their own Pro* 
phetSf and of the Messiah unto this day. 

By which my desire is, they may turn to him, that their eyes may be opened^ 
that they may see him whom they have pierced, — By G. F. 

Daniel was a man greatly beloved of God, who interpreted Nebuchad- 
nezzar's dream: and Nebuchadnezzar's dream concerned himself, and the 
whole monarchy, (the head of gold,) and concerned the Persian monarchy, 
(the breast of silver,) and concerned the Grecian monarchy, (the belly 
and thighs of brass,) and concerned the Roman monarchy, (the legs of 
iron, and the feet of iron and clay :) and the breaking of all these to 
pieces as the chaff of the summer threshing-floor, and the wind carrying 
them away, that no place for them was found : and it was the stone that 
smote the image of gold, Slc, and became a great mountain, that filled 
the whole earth ? and is not this stone the Messiah ? for Daniel saith, 
' whom ye do believe as a prophet and beloved of God, in the days of 
these kings shall the God of heaven set up a kingdom, which shall never 
be destroyed, Dan, ii. 44. [mark, in the days of these four monarchies,] 
and the kingdom shall not be left to other people, but it shall break into 
pieces and consume all these kingdoms, and it shall stand forever : the 
stone which was cut out of the mountain without hands, it shall break 
into pieces the brass, and the clay and iron, the silver and the gold mo- 
narchies. Now Nebuchadnezzar did say to Daniel, *of a truth his God 
was the God of truth, and the God of gods, and the King of kings,' Sue 
So now, consider, was not Nebuchadnezzar beyond you in your belief? 
and did not the Messiah come in the days of these four monarchies, and set 
up his kingdom above sixteen hundred years since? and are not those four 
monarchies dashed in pieces by the stone which should come in their daysT 
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Was not Daniel a true prophet, and Nebuchadnezzar's dream true upon 
the four monarchies ? and did not the God of truth reveal these secrets 
to him ? So if jc do bchevc that Daniel was a true prophet, and Ncbu- 
chadnezzar*3 dream true, and God did reveal the secrets of it to Daniel, 
and the gold and silver, and brass, and iron, and clay monarchies were 
broken to pieces by the stone which sliould become a great mountain, 
and should fill the whole earth; then you must believe that the Mussiah 
is come. Dan, ii. 44.^ And did not Xebuchadne/zar, in the vis^ion of him- 
self to be the tree which was hewn down, confess to the God of heaven, 
and extol him, and lift up his eyes to heaven, and bles's and praise the 
Most High, and honour him that lived forever; ^ whose dominion is 
an everlasting dominion, and his kingdom i< from generation to genera- 
tion.' And mark that, and see if ye see this kingdom that is everlasting, 
and dominion from generation to generation : and see if you can see this 
in your generation : and how can ye see this, unless you come to this 
stone, cind this kingdom which God set up in the days of these four mo* 
narchies, which should never have an end I For you know, ye had a king- 
dom before those four monarchies, which had an end. 

And Daniel in his vision, chap. vii. 13. saw the kingdom of God, who 
saw one like the Son of man, and there was given him dominion and 
glory, and a kingdom, that all people, nations and languages should serve 
him ; his dominion is an everlasting dominion, and shall not pass away ; 
and his kingdom shall not be destroyed. Now you know yours past 
away : and the saints should take this kingdom, (that is, the ssinctified 
ones.) 

And Daniel heard one saint speak to another, * how long shall be the 
vision conceroing the daily sacrifice, and the transgression of desolation, 
to give both the sanctuary and the host to be trodden under foot ? He 
said to me, unto two thousand three hundred days, then shall the sanc- 
tuary be cleansed.' Dan, viii. 13, 14. Now, do you cast up this time, 
and number these days or years, and see what time yourselves be in. 
Dan. viii. 

And in Dan. ix. while Gabriel the angel speaks to him, and tells Daniel 
that ' he was greatly beloved, and to give him skill and understanding,' 
&x:. And says to him, 'seventy weeks were determined upon his 
people, and upon the holy city, to finish the transgression, and to make 
an end of sin ; [mark.] and to bring in everlasting righteousness, and to 
seal up the vision and prophecy, and to anoint the most holy ; know 
therefore and understand, that from the going forth of the command- 
ment to restore and build Jerusalem unto the Messiah, the Prince, shall 
be seven weeks, and sixty-two weeks,' 6lc. ' And after sixty-two weeks 
the Messiah shall be cut ofi| but not for himself: and the people of the 
PiiDce shall come and destroj the citjp mnd sanctuary/ &c. * And he 
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shall confirm the covenant with many for one week, and in the midst of 
the week he shall cause the sacrifice and the oblation to cease,' &/:* 
Now consider this, ye Jews, and number ye this time, the seventy weeks ; 
and whether your Jerusalem was not built according to that number, 
and whether the Messiah did not come ; and was not he cut ofT after the 
sixty-two weeks? according to this time was not he cut off? Did not you 
cut him off, but not for himself? And did not the people of the Prince 
come and destroy your city, and cause your ofTcrings to cease? Now 
number vou this time: and whether one which was called the Messiah 
did not come, according to these years, which you would not receive? 
And Isaiah calls him a Prince : But when he came, he did confirm his 
new covenant with many, and when he had offered up himself, he caused 
your otFcring to cease once for all. 

And Dan.x'iL * From the time that the daily sacrifice shall be taken 
away, and the abomination that maketh desolate set up, shall be one 
thousand two hundred and ninety days ; blessed is he that waiteth, and 
Cometh to the thousand three hundred and five and thirty days.' Now 
number ye this time when it began, and when it ended ; and see that 
you may be partakers of this blessing. So I desire that you would see 
and number the time to the Messiah, the Prince, after the threescore 
and two weeks: and whether ye did not cut off one in that time that 
was called the Messiah, who was born of a virgin, called the Virgin Mary, 
according to Isaiah the prophet, who saith, Isaiah vii. * The Lord him- 
self shall give you a sign ; behold a virgin shall conceive, and bear a 
son, and shall call his name Immanuel. Now number you the time in 
Dan. ix. unto Messiah the Prince, and see whether or no a virgin had 
not a child, a son, whose name was called Immanuel. And abo the 
saying of Isaiah the prophet came upon you, ^ go tell this people, hearing 
indeed, but understand not ; and seeing indeed, but perceive not ; make 
the heart of this people fat, and make their ears heavy, and shut their 
eyes ; lest they see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and un- 
derstand with their hearts, and be converted and be healed.' Jsa. vi. 9, 10. 
And was not this your condition, when this virgin had a child, and when 
the Messiah came to you, according to Daniel's number, which was the 
sign the Lord gave you, a virgin should have a son, and his name should 
be called Immanuel, God with us ; then you would not understand this 
with your hearts, nor see with your eyes, nor hear with your ears ; but 
were shut up unconverted and unhealed to this day. 

* Then said I, O Lord, how long ? then said he, till the city be wasted 
without inhabitant, and the houses without man, and the land be utterly 
destroyed: the Lord shall remove men far away, and there shall be a 
great forsaking in the midst of the land.' ha. vi. 11, 12. Do ye not see 
this come upon you : ^ but in it shall be a tenth, and it shall return, and 
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Bhall be eaten, as an elm tree, or as an oak, whose sul»tance is in them, 
when they cast their leaves ; so the holy seed shall be the substance 
thereo£' So when you have cast oiTyour show, your outside leaves, you 
may see this tenth, and this holy seed, the substance of your figures and 
shadows. 

' For to us a child is born, unto us a son is given, and the government 
shall be upon his shoulders, and his name shall be called wonderful, coun- 
sellor, the mighty God, the everlasting Father, the Prince of peace ; of 
the increase of his government and peace there shall be no end, upon 
the throne of David and his kingdom, to ordain it, and establish it with 
judgment and with justice, from henceforth and forever : the zeal of the 
Lord of Hosts will perform this.' Isa. ix. 6, 7. 

Now consider this prophecy of Isaiah ; whether this child was not 
born of the virgin, this son given, and came according to DaniePs num- 
ber, and ha, xi. ' there shall come forth a rod out of the stem of Jesse, 
and a branch shall grow out of his roots, and the spirit of the Lord shall 
rest upon him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of coun- 
sel and might, and the spirit of knowledge, and of the fear of the Lord ; 
and he shall make him of quick understanding in the fear of the Lord: and 
he shall not judge ailer the sight of his eyes, neither reprove after the 
hearing of his ears; but with righteousness shall he judge the poor, and 
reprove with equity for the meek of the earth ; and he shall smite the 
earth with the rod of his mouth; and righteousness shall be the girdle of 
his loins, and faithfulness the girdle of his reins, &c. And this root of 
Jesse shall stand as an ensign to the people, to it shall the Gentiles seek, 
and his rest shall be glorious.' Now consider, ye Jews ; is not this the 
Messiah spoken of, according to Daniel's number? who was of the seed 
of David ? and now is he our people's ensign ; and we, whom ye call 
Gentiles, have sought, and found ; and his rest is glorious to us. 

And consider, in ha. xxix. * The Lord hath poured upon you the spirit 
of deep slumber, and hath closed your eye, your prophets and your 
rulers, your seers hath he covered.' Was not this so, when the virgin 
had a child, the Messiah, the Immanucl, when that sign was brought 
forth among you, according to Daniel's number ? and was not the vision 
and the book, and the law and the prophets a sealed book to you, which 
spake of Christ to you, that when the Messiah came, you did wonder, and 
stagger like drunken men, but not with wine or strong drink : and though 
you cannot rightly read the book of the law and the prophets, it being 
sealed up ; yet you then and now draw nigh to the Lord with your lips, 
and your mouths do honour him, but have removed your hearts far from 
him: therefore the Lord said, * behold, I will proceed to do a marvellous 
work among this people, a marvellous work and a wonder ; for the wis- 
dom of the wise men diall perish, and the understanding of your prudent 
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men shall be hid.' And hath not this been seen among you, concerning 
the Messiah ? that sign, that a virgin should have a son ; and therefore 
he calls you in Isa. xxx. ' rebellious children ;' when he says, * woe to you 
rebellious children, saith the Lord, that take counsel butnot of me; that 
cover with a covering, but not of my spirit, that they may add sin to sin.* 
For, had you been covered with tlie spirit, you would have seen the sign 
that God gave you, the virgin having a son, the Immanuel, who came 
according to Daniel's number : ' and therefore,' says Isaiah, ' saith the 
Lord, write it before them in a table, and note it in a book, that it may 
be for a time to come, for ever and ever ; for this is a rebellious people, 
lying children, that will not hear the law of the Lord.' Isa, xxx. 1, 8, 9. 
So here you may see what they were in Isaiah's days, and the rest of 
the prophets' ; and you may see what you were in Moses' days, and the 
rest of the Judges ; and what you were when the Messiah came : for did 
you not say to the seers, ' see not ;' to the prophets, ' prophesy not to us 
right things, speak to us smooth things, prophesy deceit :' so you may see 
how you were against the prophets, and how you were all along from 
Moses to the M&ssiah. 

And Isa. xxxiL ' behold, a king shall reign in righteousness,' &c. And 
is not this spoken of the Messiah ? ' A man shall be as a hiding place 
from the wind, and a covert from the tempest, as rivers of water in a 
dry place, and as the shadow of a great rock in a weary land. And the 
eyes of them that see, shall not be dim ; and the ears of them that hear 
shall hearken :' and this is witnessed by thousands, though you have ean 
and hear not, and eyes that see it not. 

And Isa. xxxv. where it speaks largely of the Messiah, * who hath 
made the wilderness a solitary place, glad, and hath confirmed the weak 
hands and feeble knees, and made the fearful heart strong, and opened 
the blind eyes and deaf ears, and made the lame man to leap, the tongue 
of the dumb to sing, and the wilderness and the desert water streams, and 
her parched land to become a pool, and thirsty land springs of water :' we 
who own the Messiah, the Immanuel, the Son of the virgin, the sign to you 
whose heads are weak, and knees feeble, and land parched thirsty, want- 
ing the springs that be heavenly, and whose tongues are dumb, concerning 
the Messiah being come, having not the tongue of the learned to know 
the times and seasons to be in the Father's hand. And Isaiah tells you 
of a way, that shall be called the ' way of holiness, which shall be for 
those, the wayfaring men, though fools, shall not err therein, and the 
redeemed shall walk in it, and the ransomed of the Lord.' Now are not 
your eyes blind to this way, and your ears deaf from hearing it, this way 
of holiness, where the unclean shall not walk over it ? mark, is not this 
the way, the Messiah ? and in Isa. xliL where he saith, < behold my ser- 
vant whom I uphold, my elect in whom my soul delighteth ; I have put '^ 
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my spirit apon him ; he shall bring forth judgment to the Gentiles.' And 
this the Gentiles witness, though your eyes are blind and cannot see this 
elect, this servant, in whom God's soul delightcth, and hath put his spirit 
upon him» who hath brought forth judgment to the Gentiles: ' A bruised 
reed he shall not break, and the smoking flax shall he not quench ; he 
shall bring forth judgment to truth ; he shall not fail nor be discouraged, 
till he hath set judgment in the earth, and the isles shall wait for his 
law,' &c. and many have received his law, though you Jews have had 
the law, and the prophets have spoke of him that was to come, who is 
come ; you have shut your eyes and stopped your ears, and have not 
received his law, though you read in the law and the prophets of him: 
' but I the Lord, have called thee in righteousness, and I will hold thine 
hand ; I will keep thee ; I will give thee for a covenant of the people, 
for a light of the Gentiles :' Is not this the Messiah ? is not this the Im- 
manuel that is bom of the virgin ? Yes, the Gentiles received this light 
and covenant, many thousands, and witness both the promise of God, 
and the prophecies fulfilled. And further he saith, ' the Lord saith, that 
he will open the eyes of the blind, to bring the prisoners from the prison, 
and them that sit in darkness out of the prison-house : I am the Lord, 
that is my name, and my glory will I not give to another, neither my 
praise to graven images :' ' behold,* saith he, ^ the former things are come 
to pass, and new things do I declare ; before they spring forth I tell you 
of them : sing unto the Lord a new song, and his praise to the ends of 
the earth,' 6lc. And you may see further ; ' the isles and the inhabi- 
tants thereof shall give glory to God, and declare hb praise in the isles.' 
So consider now, you whose eyes are blind, and are yet prisoners in 
prison, and sit in darkness, and do not behold the new thing that the 
prophet declared, yea, declared them before they sprung forth ; and 
you who know not this new song, cannot sing it to the Lord ; but who 
knows the Messiah, knows this new song, knows new things : many 
islands can declare his praise, whom the Messiah hath brought out of 
darkness, the prison-house, and opened the blind eyes, whom the Lord 
hath given for a covenant of the people, for a light to the Gentiles, and 
to be his salvation to the ends of the earth ; now ye know ye had the 
old covenant before. And the Lord says further, ' 1 will bring the blind 
by a way they know not; I will lead them into paths which they have 
not known; I will make darkness light before them, and crooked things 
straight ; these will I do,* &c. ' Hear ye deaf, and look ye blind, that 
ye may see ; seeing many things, but thou observest not ; opening thine 
ears, but hearest not ; is not this thy condition ? Behold, thus saith the 
LorcL' which maketh a way in the sea, and a path in the mighty waters,' 
&JC* * Remember ye not the former things, neither consider the things 
^f old, because I will make a new thing, and now it shall spring forth. 
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and ye shall not know it ; the beasts of the field shall honor me/ die. 
Now consider how ye have not truly minded the old things, nor the new 
thing. 

And Isa. L doth not he there speak of the Messiah, of the Son of man 
who was not rebellious : * He that turned not away his back, but said, 
I gave my back to the smiter, and my cheek to them that plucked off 
the hair, and hid not my face from shame and spitting V And was not 
this the Immanuel, born of a virgin, who came among you, according to 
the number of Daniel, the Messiah? Did not you spit upon him? Did 
not you whip and scourge him ? And did he turn his back from you 
smiters, whose eyes were blinded ; ^ But the Lord had given him the 
tongue of the learned, that he should know how to speak a word in 
season to him that is weary.* &c. He further saith, ' The Lord God 
will help me, therefore shall I not be confounded, therefore I have set 
my face as a flint : behold the Lord will help me, who is he that will 
condemn me ? lo, they all shall wax old as a garment, and the moth shall 
eat them up.' 

And now ye that will not receive the Messiah, the Immanuel, bom of 
the virgin, according to Daniel's number, that little stone that hath 
dashed to pieces the four monarchies, and is become a great mountain, 
and filled the whole earth ; and will not this stone fall upon your heads, 
and grind you to powder ? And are not you waxed old like a garment? 
and have not the moths eaten up many of you ? And doth not Isaiah say 
in the 53d and 53d chapters, *' Behold my servant shall deal prudently ; 
he shall be exalted and be very high : as many were astonished at 
thee ; his visage was marred more than any man's, and his form more 
than the sons of men*' 

And was not the Messiah served so with you Jews, when he came 
amongst you, above sixteen hundred years since, were not you astonished 
at him ? Was not his visage marred ? But saith Isaiah, 'he shall sprinkle 
many nations.' This we see, though you whose eyes are blind cannot see ; 
the Lord hath made bare his holy arm in the face of all the nations ; and 
all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of our God. Is not this 
the Immanuel, born of a virgin, according to Isaiah's prophecy, and 
Daniel's number ; though seeing you see not, and hearing hear not ; close 
your eyes and stop your ears? But Isaiah saith, Isa. liii. 1,2.' who hath 
believed our report? to whom is the arm of the Lord revealed? he 
shall grow up before him, as a tender plant, and as a root out of a dry 
ground ; he hath no form nor comeliness, and when we see him, there is 
no beauty, that we should desire him. 

And so b not this he that was born of a virgin, the Messiah ; that when 
he came among you, and to this day, you could never see any fiNrm or 
or beauty, but spit upon him, and buffeted him, and put your 
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crown of thorns on him ; yea, sajs Isaiah, ' he was despised and rejected 
of men:' md did not you despise him? did not you fulfil the prophets' 
words? • lie was a man of sorrows, and acquainted with p;rief, and we 
have hid our faces from him ; he was despised, and we esteemed him 
not.' And did not you hide your faces from him, and despise him when 
he came ? Did not you fulfil Isaiah's prophecy here concerning the Im- 
manuel, who was born of a virgin ? And snith Isaiah, * but he was 
wounded for our transgression, he was bruised for our iniquities, the 
chastisement of our peace was upon him, and with his stripes we are 
healed ; all we like sheep have gone astray, and have turned every one 
to his own way, and the Lord hath laid on him the iniquities of us all.' 
All you Jews every where have gone astray after your own way, till 
you turned to the Immanuel, that was bom of a virgin, that was the 
Messiah, that came according to Daniel's number : * he was oppressed, 
he was afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth ; he was brought as a lamb 
to the slaughter; and as a sheep before the shearers is dumb, so he 
opened not his mouth.' And was it not you Jews that did oppress him, 
and afflict him, and brought him as a lamb to your slaughter, as a sheep 
before her shearer is dumb; were not you the people that did thus deal 
with the Messiah above sixteen hundred years since ? * He was taken 
from prison and judgment, and who shall declare his generation? for he 
was cut off from the land of the living; for the transgression of the 
people was he stricken.' 

Now consider this you Jews ; was it not you that did take him from 
prison and judgment ? and were not your forefathers and Pilate his 
judges, who was cut off for the transgression, and was stricken for the 
people ? and you will never come out of your transgression, but through 
him, the Messiah, the Immanuel, born of the vir^nr-' He made his grave 
with the wicked, and with the rich in his death, because he had done 
DO violence, neither was deceit found in his mouth : it pleased the Lord 
to bruise him, and to put him to grief, when thou shalt make his soul an 
ofiering for sin ; he shall see his seed ; he shall prolong his days ; the 
pleasure of the Lord shall prosper in his hand.' 

^Now here you may see, you Jews, here was an ofiering for sin, who 
made his soul an ofiering for sin, and ended your offerings for sin ; this is 
beyond all your offerings, and this is the ofiering that pleased the Lord ; 
this was he that was born of the virgin ; this was the Messiah that Daniel 
numbers the years of the time when he should come, and who came in 
your forefathers' days, above sixteen hundred years since, and made his 
soul an ofiering for sin ; and he did see his seed in the days of his disci- 
jdes and apostles, and now ; and the pleasure of the Lord did prosper in 
Ui hand, and doth. Isaiah saith, * he shall see the travail of his 80ul» and 
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be satisfied ; by his knowledge shall my righteous servant justify many, 
for he shall bear their iniquity.' 

Now you that do not believe in him, though he was an oficring for 
your sin, how can you be justified ? or how can you believe in Moses or 
any of the prophets that testified of hinfi, that do not believe in him? and 
therefore, saith the Lord, ' I will divide him a portion with the great, 
and he shall divide the spoil with the strong, because he hath poured out 
his soul unto death ; he was numbered with the transgressors ; he bore 
the sins of many, and made intercession for the transgressors.' Now you 
that do not believe that he bore your sins, though he was numbered with 
the transgressors; and you that do not believe that it is he that you cru- 
cified, who is the Son of the virgin, that must make intercession for you, 
you neither believe in the prophets nor in the Messiah, nor ever can 
come to Grod, but by him that makes intercession for you, and bears your 
sins. 

Doth not Isaiah complain in chapter Hi. how his * name was blasphemed 
every day V and did not you blaspheme against his son when he came T 
* but my people shall know my name in that day, that I am he that 
speaketh ; behold it is I.' Now here was a day to come, and happy 
were those of you that did behold the day when it came ; yea, the day 
of the Messiah, and do behold it now. ' And how beautiful upon the 
mountains are the feet of him that publisheth peace, that bringeth glad 
tidings of good, that publisheth salvation, that saith to Sion, thy God 
reigneth,' 

In Isa. Iv. ' Ho, every one that thirsteth, come ye to the waters ; come 
he that hath no money, come, buy and eat ; yea, come buy wine and 
milk without money and without price, &c. Incline your ears, and 
come to me ; hear, and your souls shall live, and I will make an ever* 
lasting covenant with you, the sure mercies of David : behold I have 
given him, a witness to the people, a leader and commander to the peo- 
ple : behold thou shalt call a nation thou knowest not ; nations that 
know not thee, shall run to thee, because of the Lord thy God.' 

Now mark, ye Jews; this everlasting covenant which God would 
make ; you had the first covenant that spoke of thb witness which God 
-gives, and this leader, and this commander to the people, that should call 
% nation, and nations should run unto him ; is not this the Messiah and 
Immanuel, that was born of a virgin, according to Isaiah and Daniel's 
prophecy ; whom you hid your faces from, were ashamed of, and spit 
upon. And in Isa. Ixii. * The Gentiles shall see thy righteousness, and 
all kings thy glory, and thou shalt be called by a new name, which the 
mouth of the Lord shall name.' 

And is not this brightness, and salvation, and this righteousness, and 
glory, that the Gentiles and all kings shall see, and this new name which 
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the Lord ihall name ; b not this the Meoriaht the Prince T * And thoa 
ehalt be a crown of glory in the hand of the Lord, a royal diadem in the 
hand of thy God.' And in chapter Ixv. Isaiah saith, ^ the Lord saith, I 
ivas sought of them that asked not for me, I was found of them that 
Bought me not* And were not these the Gentiles which the Messiah 
was promised to, who have received him ? many have received him ; so 
(he Lord saith ; * behold me, behold me, to a nation that was not 
called by my name :' but concerning you Jews, he saith, * I have spread 
out my liands all the day to a rebelliouB people, who walked in a way 
that was not good, after their own thoughts, a people that provoked me 
to anger continually to my face,' &c. 

So you may read your rebellbn, how you provoked him, from Moses 
throughout all the prophets, until you came to the Messiah, whom you 
spit at : and see how other nations have received the Messiah, and run 
after him ; and so when you call, the Lord shall not answer, because 
that you reject hb Son. And doth not Jeremy say, ' as a cage was full 
of birds, so were your houses full of deceit; and therefore repent and 
turn.' And in Jeremy xxxL *' behold the day has come, saith the Lord, 
that I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel, and with the 
house of Judah; not according to the covenant that I made with their 
fathers, in the day that I took them by the hand, to bring them out of the 
land of Egypt, which my covenant they broke, though I was a husband 
to them, saith the Lord.' Here you (may see you forsook your husband) 
that broke the covenant. But here is a new covenant, which is not ac- 
cording to the old : and now this new covenant you have not received, 
and will not receive : for as he said, * I will ^ve him for a covenant, that 
is the Messiah, he that was bom of a virgin. ' But this is the covenant 
that I will make with the house of Israel after those days.' 

Now here are the days of the old covenant ; here are the days of the 
new, * saith the Lord, I will put my laws in their hearts, and write them in 
jour inward parts ; and I will be their God, and they shall be my peo- 
ple ; and they shall not teach every man their neighbour, and every 
man his brother, saying, know the Lord, for they shall all know me, 
from the least of them, to the greatest of them, saith the Lord.' 

And it is said in Isa, liv. ' All thy children shall be taught of the Lord, 
and great shall be the peace of (hy children; in righteousness shalt thou 
be established,' dtc So consider, you will never own the new covenant, 
until you own the Messiah is come. In Jeremy xxxiL ' I will make an 
everlasting covenant with them, that I will not turn away from them, to 
. do them good ; but I will put my fear in their hearts, that they shall not 
depart from me :' so now this is the new covenant which you must all 
receive, if you come to be God^ people, and he your God ; and to have 
the one heart and the one wajp it must be in this everlasting covenant 
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And you that crucify the Messiah, did not God raise him up the 
third day, that he might live in his sight ? so if ever you live to God, it 
is through him ; for in Hosea vi. • After two days he will revive us ; in 
the third day he will raise us up, and we shall live in his sight.' And 
was not this a prophecy of the work of the Messiah, whom you crucified. 
« For the Lord desired mercy of you and not sacrifice, and the knowledge of 
God rather than burnt ofierings, but you, like men, have transgressed the 
covenant, and dealt treacherously against me, saith the Lord.* Micah 
saith, in the 4th chapter, * that in the last days the mountain of the Lord's 
house shall be established on the top of the mountains, and shall be ex- 
alted above the hills, and people shall flow unto it, and many nations 
shall come and say, come and let us go up to the mountain of the house 
of the Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob, and he will teach us of his 
ways, and we will walk in his paths,' &c. Now, ye Jews, consider this ; 
is not this the new covenant, where many nations now come to be taught 
of God ? and God doth teach them his ways to walk in ; and he shall 
judge among the people, and judge many strong nations, &c. And is not 
this in the days of the Messiah, which many witness. 

And Micah v. ' but thou Bethlehem Ephratath, though thou be little 
among the thousands of Judah, yet out of thee shall come forth to me, 
that is to be a ruler in Israel, whose goings forth have been from of old, 
from everlasting ; and he shall stand and feed in the strength of the 
Lord, in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God ; for now he shall 
be great to the ends of the earth.' &c. And now ye Jews, was it not 
here prophesied that the Messiah should come out of Bethlehem of 
Judah, to be a ruler ; and this is the Son that the virgin bore, the Im- 
manuel : and when she, Mary the virgin, had brought forth, who was 
advised by the angel what to call her Son, to wit, Jesus; all Jerusalem 
was on an uproar ; look back you Jews : and did not Herod your king, 
who was troubled also, gather all the chief priests and scribes of the 
people, and demanded of them where the Messiah should be bornf 
and they said to him, 'in Bethlehem Judah;' so saith the prophet 
Mic. V. ^For thou Bethlehem in the land of Judah, though thou be the 
least among the thousands of Judah, yet out of thee shall come forth to 
me, that is to be a ruler in Israel, whose goings forth have been from of 
old, from everlasting : and he shall stand and feed in the strength of the 
Lord, in the majesty of the name of the Lord hb God ; for now he shall 
be great to the ends of the earth.' &jc. And now ye Jews was it not 
here written^ that the Messiah should come out of Bethlehem of Judah, 
to 1)0 a rr.lor"^ -tnd this is the Son that the vii^in bore, the ImmanueL 

An<i (\\i\ not lb:rty\ in his envy seek the destruction of this Messiah? 
an'] rh.cTciorc not killing him, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken 
by Jeremy the prophet, ch. xxxl when he hod killed the children from 
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such an age : ' thus saith the Lord, a voice was heard in Ramah, lamen- 
tation and bitter weeping ; Rachel weeping for her children, and would 
not be comforted, because thev were not.* And the Messiah was carried 
down into Egypt, when Ilcrod sought his life, that it might he ful tilled 
which was spoken of him ; ' out of Egypt have I called my Son.' Ho^, xi. 
So here you may see it is clear, how the Messiah was born in Bethlehem ; 
now number you according to the prophecy : a virgin had a child and 
called his name Immanuel ; whether was he not born in Bethlehem, ac- 
cording to DaniePs number, and the prophets' prophecy of him? 

And in Psal. ii. * why do the heathen rage, and the people imagine a 
vain thing ; the kings of the earth set themselves, and the rulers take 
counsel together against the Lord, and against his anointed.' 

Is not this the Messiah ? and was not this fulfilled amongst you when 
he came ? and to this day do not ye Vage against him / but further he 
saith in the same psalm, ^ thou art my Son, this day have I begotten 
thee, therefore kiss the Son, lest he be angry, and ye perish from the way 
when his wrath is kindled but a little, blessed are all they that trust in 
him,' in this Son. And again he saith, in P$aL xvi. * I have set the Lord 
always before me, because he is at my right hand, and I shall not be 
moved ; and therefore my heart is glad, and my glory rejoiceth : my 
flesh also shall rest in hope, for thou wilt not leave my soul in hell, 
neither wilt thou suficr thy holy one to see corruption.' 

Now is not this the Messiah, the Immanuel, born of the virgin, that 
sign that God gave to you, who wrought signs and miracles among you, 
though you despised him, and wondered at, and crucified, and buried, 
who rose the third day, and did not see corruption ; but God raised him 
up, who is at his right hand : and did not your priests give the soldiers 
large money, that watched his sepulchre where he was laid, to say. that 
the disciples stole him away by night T and did not you crucify him be- 
tween two thieves? and was not he named among transgressors? read 
Isaiah before : and when ye crucified him, did not ye Jews say, * He 
trusted in the l^rd, that he would deliver him, seeing he loveth him.' 
Psalm xxii. And in IVisd. ii. did not you fulfil the sayings there: 'He 
maketh his boast that God is his Father, let us see if his words be true, 
let us prove what will happen in the end of him ; for if the just man be 
the Son of God, he will help him and deliver him from the hand of his 
enemy ; let us condemn him with a shameful death.' And this you did 
when ye crucified the Messiah: as it is said in Psalm xxxi. ^ into thy hand I 
commit my spirit,' die. And in Psalm xxxiv. ' He keepeth all his bones 
not one of them is broken :' so this was fulfilled upon the Messiah, not a 
bone of him was broken; though ye broke the thieves' legs, yet had not 
power to break his bones : therefore it is said in Psalm xl. ' sacrifice and 
offerings thou didst not desire ; mine ears hast thou opened ; burnt-ofier- 
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ings and siiM>flerings hast thou not required : [mark, ye Jews,] then said 
I; lo, I come, in the volume of the book, it is written of me, I delight to 
do thy will, O my God ; yea thy law is within my heart' Is not this 
the Messiah, the Immanuel, whom ye crucified 7 in the volume of the 
law and prophets it was written of him ; you must never expect to see 
any other. And so in /so. xxxvi. ' I have trodden the wine-press alone.' 

So if you Jews did mind, Hosea vi. ' the Lord desired mercy and not 
sacrifice, the knowledge of God more than burnt-offerings.' And when 
this sign was brought forth among you, that thb virgin had a child, Im- 
manuel ; ' then did the Lord confirm his covenant with an oath, which 
he made with Abraham, Isaac and Jcicob, concerning the Messiah,' Psalm 
cv. And Psalm ex. * the Lord said to my Lord, sit thou on my right 
hand, till I make thine enemies thy footstool, &c. The Lord hath sworn 
and will not repent ; thou art a priest forever after the order of Melc hize- 
dek :' and is not this the Messiah, the Immanuel, which came among 
you, according to Daniel's number 1 and in Psalm cxviii. ' the stone which 
the builders refused is become the head-stone of the corner ; this is the 
Lord's doing, it is marvellous in our eyes.' 

And is not this the Immanuel, which was born of a virgin, the Messiah, 
which came to you according to Daniel's prophecy above sixteen 
hundred years ago, whom you Jews, that were the pretended build- 
ers of people up to heaven, refused and rejected? and therefore, 
were not your cities, your houses and religion all thrown down by 
the storm of Titus, and you blown over all nations ? and in Psalm 
cxxxii. * for thy servant David's sake, turn not away the face of thine 
anointed : the Lord hath sworn in truth to David, he will not turn from 
it, of the fruit of thy body will I set upon thy throne, there will I make 
the horn of David to bud ; I have ordained a light for mine anointed.' 

Now you Jews, doth not this speak of the Messiah ? and was not he 
to come of the seed of David and Abraham, as God had promised and 
sworn t and see in Daniel, if he did not come according to the angel Ga- 
briel's number. And in Isa. viii. ' He shall be for a sanctuary, for a 
stone of stumbling, for a rock of offence to both the houses of Israel, for 
a gin, for a snare to the inhabitants of Jerusalem ; and many among them 
shall stumble and fall, and be broken, and be snared, and taken ; bind 
up the testimony, seal the law among my disciples.' Is not this spoken 
of the Messiah ? and were not you the people that stumbled and fell T 
was not he a rock of offence for both the houses of Israel ? He was no 
sanctuary to you that stuck in your outward sanctuary. And did not 
many thousands among you Jews Wait for the Messiah, and receive him 
at that time when he came ? and many of bis disciples which believed 
on him, and received him, among whom the law and testimony was bound 
up and sealed among them ; and you stumbled at him, this stone : is not 

Vol. v.— 10 
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this the stone that Daniel interpreted in Nebuchadnezzar's dream, that 
should dash to pieces the four monarchies, and become a great mountain, 
and fill the whole earth, which should set up a kingdom that should 
never have an end ; and your kingdoms had an end, and is ended. Was 
not he a priest forever ader the order of Mclcliizcdck ? but your priests 
died, and had an end ; and though you crucified liim, yet he is risen, 
and is at the right hand of God, and is a priest forever, who ever liveth 
to save to the utmost, and makes intercession, who is not after the order 
of Aaron, but after the order of Melchizedck. 

And it is said of the Redeemer, Isa. IxL ' he shall put on righteous- 
ness as a breastplate, and an helmet of salvation upon his head; and 
he shall put on the garment of vengeance for clothing, and he was clad 
with zeal as a cloak ; and the Redeemer shall come to Zion, and, to them 
that turn from transgression in Jacob, sailh th(i Lord. As for me, this is 
my covenant, Siiith the Lord, my spirit that is upon thee, and my words 
that I have put in thy mouth, shall not depart out of the mouth of thy 
seed, nor out of the mouth of thy seed's seed, saith the Lord, from hence- 
forth and forever.' So manv did witness this fulfilled when the Messiah 
came, according to the prophets, to you Jews : many received him ; but 
you Jews, that turned not from your transgressions (but lived in youc 
blindness,) stumbled, and darkness covered you, gross darkness ! 

But in Isa. Ix. ' the Gentiles shall come to his light.' This prophecy 
many of the Gentiles witness, that are come to his light. For it is said, 
' a little one shall become a thousand, a small one a strong nation ; I the 
Lord will hasten it in his time.' Is not this the branch of the Lord's 
own plantu)g ? and many are witnesses of it, though you cannot see it this 
day, and see his kingdom. ^ The gates are open day and night, that 
men may bring to thee the force of the Gentiles, and that their kings 
may be brought, [though you blind Jews cannot see it :] and they shall 
call thee the city of the Lord, the zeal of the Holy One of Israel, he 
who is the joy of many generations. Thou shalt suck the milk of the 
Gentiles;' signifying that the Gentiles have a breast 

And in Isa. Ixi. ' the spirit of the Lord is upon me, he hath anointed 
me to preach good tidings to the meek ; he hath sent me to bind up the 
broken heart, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening of the 
prison to them that are bound.' &€• And was not this fulfilled when he 
came, according to Daniel's prophecy ? and did not he open the book 
among your people, and tell you, it was fulfilled, in one of your syna- 
gogues at Nazareth, when one of you delivered him the book of IsaiahT 
then you did wonder at him, at the gracious words for a time ; but you 
were quickly changed, and thrust him out of your city, to throw him 
down the brow of your hill. 

Ira. IxvL Where he saith, ' heaven is my throne, earth is my footstool ; 
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where is the house that ye will build to me ? where is the place of my 
rest?' 

And you that look so much at your outward temple, did not the 
Messiah tell you, *• that it should be thrown down, and not one stone left 
upon another in that generation V and was it not done by Titus ? and 
have you built it since? 

And doth not the Lord say, ' All these things have my hands made, 
and all these things have beeni saith the Lord ; but to this man will I 
look, even to him that is poor, and of a contrite spirit, and trembleth at 
my word.' And in Jeremiah xxxL ' this is the covenant that I will make 
with the house of Israel, after those days, saith the Lord, I will put my 
law in their inward parts, and write them in their hearts, and I will be 
their God, and they shall be my people: they shall teach no more every 
man his neighbour, and every man his brother, saying, know the Lord ; 
for they shall all know mc, from the greatest to the least of them, saith 
the Lord; for I will forgive their iniquities, and their sint I ull icu^.m- 
ber no more.' And now mark, this is a covenant after these days : you 
had the old covenant before, where ye were teaching one another his 
brother, &c. and where ye were writing the laws, the" laws written on 
tables of stone ; but here the Lord is the writer, in the new covenant, 
to write them in your hearts : so, as you receive this covenant, and come 
into this covenant, your sins and iniquities will be forgiven, and be 
remembered no more. So God saith, ' I will give him for a covenant,' 
meaning his Messiah, he that is born of a virgin, that you crucified : if 
you receive not him, do you think your sins and iniquities will not be 
remembered ? 

And how can you, or dare you, take the title to be called Grod's people T 
For, * they shall be my people, and I will be their God, that come into 
this covenant, which God giveth, which b the new covenant,' for you 
had the old before- 
Read Jer. xxxi. * and I will give them one heart,' Ezek, xi. * and I will 
put a new spirit within them ; I will take away the stony heart out of 
their flesh, and I will give them a heart of flesh.' Now they that be- 
lieved in the Messiah, are witnesses of this ; yea, those Jews that believed 
in him above one thousand six hundred years since, witnessed this new 
spirit, this one heart, this heart of flesh, and this new covenant; but you 
that did not, and do not believe, witness the stony heart and old spirit^ 
pouring about the old covenant, and stumbling at the new, and are 
breakers of the old too, and despisers of the new covenant, and of God's 
oath concerning it 

And again, the Lord saith in Ezek. xviiL * cast away from you all your 
transgressions, whereby ye have transgressed, and make you a new heart 
and a new spirit : for why will ye die, ye house of Israel ? for I have no 
pleasure in the death of him that dieth, saith the Lord, wherefore return 
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and live ye.' Now here you Jews may see, that without turning from 
transgre^ion you do not live, neither have you a new heart, nor a new 
spirit, and not turning you die. And the Lord saith, * he hath no plea- 
sure in it, and in your death.* Ezek. xxxiv. *• I will set up one shepherd, 
saith the Lord, and he shall feed them, and he shall be your shepherd : 
I the Lord will be your God, and^ my servant David, a prince ; and I will 
make with them a covenant of peace.' 

And is not this one shepherd, that the Lord will set up, the Immanuel, 
born of the virgin, which came according to the prophecy of Isaiah, and 
according to Daniel's number ? And when he was come, did not he say, 
that he was the * true shepherd, that laid down his life for his sheep V 
And is not he the covenant of peace spoken of by Ezekiel ? did not he 
come of the seed of David ? and did not, and do not you yet reject this 
shepherd, thi^i feeder, and his covenant of peace, and this seed of David? 
and therefore what evil seed arc ye run into t 

And Ezekiel in the 3Gth chapter, * saith the Lord, I will sprinkle clean 
water upon you, and ye shall be clean, &c. And I will give you a new 
heart, and a new spirit I will put within you, and take away your stony 
heart, &c. And I will open your graves, and I will bring you out of 
your graves, and put my spirit in you. Moreover, I will make a cove- 
nant of peace with you, which shall be an everlasting covenant, and I 
will set my sanctuary in the midst of them forevermore ; my tabernacle 
also shall be with them, and I will be their God, and they shall be my 
people, and David shall be their prince forever.* 

This you must know was the Messiah, the seed of David, for David 
was dead long before : but you must be come out of your graves of sin 
and wickedness, and your own traditions, and come out of the old cove- 
nant, and come into the new ; if ye know this seed of David, the Mes- 
siah, you must come out of the seed of transgression and rebellion, 
blindness and darkness, and see yourselves in the graves, and your bones 
scattered, before you be gathered to this one shepherd, that God sets 
over his people in the new covenant. Read the 36th and 37th of Ezekiel. 

Mcah iv. ' In the last days it shall come to pass, that the mountain of 
the house of the Lord shall be established on the top of the moun- 
tains, and it shall be exalted above the hills ; and many nations shall 
come, and say, come let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the 
house of the God of Jacob, and he will teach us of his ways, and we 
will walk in his paths ; for the law shall go forth of 2Son, and the word 
of the Lord from Jerusalem.' Now you that did not receive the Messiah 
have not lost these last days of God's teaching, and neglecting these last 
days of God*s teaching, which many are come to, and can say, ' he doth 
teach them of his ways, and they walk in his paths.' 

And this kingdom that should come to the daughter of Jera8alero« 
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many in the time when the Messiah came did both receive him as king, 
and were heirs of his kingdom ; and so there are many at this day : but 
you that rejected the Messiah, rejected both king and kingdom, and God's 
teaching on his mountain. Mic. iv. And so the saying of Hahakkuk i. 5, 
L< come upon you, ' behold yc among the heathen, and hearken and won- 
der; for I work a work in your days which yc will not believe, though 
it be told you ;' for ye would not believe Jeremy the prophet, nor the 
other prophets, nor the Son, the Messiah, the Immanuel, born of the 
virgin ; though they that did believe in him, the just, shall live by his faith. 
So you may see in Hahakkuk ii. 4, for the vision was for an appointed 
time, and in the end it did speak, the vision or the sign, as you may read • 
in Daniel, and Isaiah. 

And Zach. xii. 10, where the Lord saith, ' I will pour upon the house 
of David, and upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the spirit of grace and 
of supplication, and they shall look upon liim whom they have pierced, 
and they shall mourn for him, as one mourncth for his son, his only son ; 
and they shall be in bitterness for him, as one that is in bitterness for his 
first born.' And now mark, ye Jews, what him is it that ye have pierced ? 
is it not the Immanuel, born of a virgin, the Messiah, which came accord- 
ing to Daniel's number of years? they that did believe in him did mourn 
bitterly, and were pricked in their hearts; so you may look back above 
one thousand six hundred years since ; they came to be the learners of 
him : and you that stand still in your blindness and hardness of heart, 
and- have not mourned, and do not believe in him that you have pierced, 
you cannot witness the spirit of grace and supplication upon you yet, 
as they had that did look upon him that they had pierced. MaL iii. 
'And behold, saith the I^rd, I will send my messenger, and he shall 
prepare the way before me : and the Lord whom ye seek shall sud- 
denly come to his temple, &c. But who shall abide the day of his 
coming ? for he shall sit as a refiner's fire,' &c. MaL iv. 5. ' Behold, I 
will send you Elias the prophet before the coming of the great and ter- 
rible day of the Lord : and he shall turn the hearts of the fathers to the 
children, and the hearts of the children to the fathers ; lest I come and 
smite the earth with a curse.' And when this Elias did come, did not 
ye do to him what ye listed ? and so, did not he come before the Messiah, 
and prepare the way before him ? for ye did believe that John Baptist 
was a prophet, some of you ; and some said, that he was a devil : for 
did not Isaiah prophesy of him in the 40th chapter, and the 3d verse ? 
• The voice of one crying in the wilderness, prepare the way of the Lord, 
make his paths straight ; every valley shall be filled, and every moun- 
tain and hill shall be brought low, and the crooked shall be made straight, 
and the rough ways smooth, and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.' 
Now was not this John, the son of Zachariah, that Isaiah prophesied of? 
IXd not John here fulfil Isaiah's prophecy, the forerunner of Christ ? so» 
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if you will neither believe the prophet Isaiah, nor John the prophet, nor 
the Messiah, the Immanuel, born of a virgin, which came according to 
the number of the angei to Daniel, but your crooked paths are not made 
straight, nor your rough spirit and mind is not made smooth, and your 
mountain of sin is not brought low; and therefore how were ye like to 
see the salvation of God wlicn he came; but you hid your faces from him, 
and so fulfilled Isaiah^s prophecy. But when God had given you a tem- 
ple, when the Mes>iah came, he found in the temple such as sold oxen, 
sheep, and doves; and money changers sittin<r there, which should have 
been a house of prayer: and so was not here the Psnim fulfilled? Psalm 
Ixix. 0. • The zeal of my Father's house hath eaten me up.' 

Zach. ix. 9. ^Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion, shout, O daughter 
of Jeruscilem: behold, thy king cometh to thee; he is just, and having 
salvation; lowly, and riding upon an ass, upon a colt, the foal of an ass.' 
Now consider, did not he come so into your Jerusalem, this Immanuel, 
this Messiah ? and did not many of your daughters rejoice, and cried 
Hosanna ? but your priests that were blind, and the rest of the scribes 
and pharisees and Jews, railed at him, and blasphemed against him. ^ But 
he is he that speaks peace to the heathen, and his dominion is from sea 
to sea, and from the river to the ends of the earth. And as for thee also, 
in the blood of thy covenant, I have sent forth thy prisoners out of the 
pit wherein is no water.' Zach. ix. 10, 11. 

And in Zach. xi. 12, 13. 'And I said to them, if ye think good, give 
me my price ; if not, forbear : so ye weighed to me my price thirty pieces 
of silver ; and the Lord said to me, cast it to the potter, a goodly price 
that I was prized at by them ; so I cast them to the potter in the house 
of the Lord.' And did not your high priest give Judas thirty pieces of 
silver, to betray the Messiah? so was not this prophecy fulfilled upon you, 
as David says in Psalm xli. 0, 'yea, my own. familiar friend, that did eat 
of my bread, hath lifted up his heel against me :' was not this fulfilled in 
your Judas? 

Also, David saith, in Psalm Ixix. 21, 22, 23, * They gave me gall for 
my meat, in my thirst they gave me vinegar to drink : let their table 
become a snare before them, and their posterity a ruin : let their eyes 
be darkened, that they see not ; make their joints continually shake; let 
their habitation be desolate, and let none dwell in their tents.' Now, 
consider when the Messiah was come, and when ye crucified him, did 
not ye give him vinegar and gall to drink ? and was not your table be* 
come a snare and a trap to you, and your eyes blinded, and your habita* 
tions desolate, which ye had at Jerusiilem in David's time 1 so how can 
you say, that that was not the Messiah in all these prophecies you have 
so fulfilled upon the Messiah ? and in Psalm cix. 8, &c. * let his days be 
few ; let another take his office :' this was spoken of Judas, to whom 
your chief priests gave thirty pieces of silver, that he might betray the 
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Messiah into your hands : * let another take his office ;* so another disci- 
ple of Jesus, the Messiah, the Lord, was put in his room : so this was 
Ailfitled, Psalm xxii. 16, 17, * for dogs have compassed me; the assembly 
of the wicked have enclosed me; they pierced my hands and my feet ; 
they parted my garments among them, and cast lots upon my vesture.' 
and now, ye Jews, did not ye often assemble together to crucify him T 
and when you did crucify him, did not you pierce his hands and feet 7 
and did not you part his garments among you, the Messiah, when they 
crucified him? and did not your soldiers cast lots upon his vesture? and 
doth not Moses say, in Deut. xviii. * the I^rd thy God will raise up a 
prophet in the midst of thee, of thy brethren, like to me, to him shall ye 
hearken.' And further he saith, * I will raise them up a prophet of their 
brethren, like to thee, and I will put my words in his mouth, and he shall 
speak to them all that I shall command him; and it shall come to pass, 
that whosoever shall not hearken to my words that he shall speak in my 
name, I will require it of him.' Now this prophet, like to Moses, was 
the Messiah, which was the sign born of a virgin, according to the pro- 
phecy of Isaiah : and Daniel numbered the years to the Messiah, and the 
time that he should be cut oflT, should make his soul a sacrifice, accord- 
ing to the prophet : ^ and there rose not a prophet since in Israel, like to 
Moses, whom the Lord knew face to face,' as it is said in DeuL xxxiv. 
So this prophet that God has raised up, like Moses, whom thi people 
should hear in all things, was not Joshua, but the Messiah, whom you 
would not, nor did not hear; and so not hearing him, you hear not the 
prophets. And God said to Abraham, * in thy seed shall all the families 
of the earth be blessed.' Gen. xii. And Gen. xviii. * All the nations of 
the earth shall be blessed in Abraham's seed ; and I know he will com- 
mand his children and his household after him, and they shall keep the 
way of the Lord to do justice and judgment' And in Gen. xxii. ' The 
Lord said to Abraham, by my self have I sworn, because thou hast done 
this thing, and hast not withheld thine only son ; that in blessing I will 
bless thee, and in multiplying I will multiply thee as the stars of heaven, 
and in thy seed shall all nations of the earth be blessed.' And so was not 
Abraham*s offering up his only son Isaac, a type of the Messiah's making 
his soul an offering, the Messiah's making his soul a sacrifice for the sins 
of men, who according to the flesh was of the seed of Abraham, who 
was the son of God, a sign and wonder to you to this day, that a virgin 
should have a child ? and did not Jacob say on his death-bed, Gen. xlix. 
10, 11, when he called his sons together, he said to Judah, when he pro- 
phesied to them all ; • Judah, thou art he whom thy brethren shall praise ; 
thy hand shall be on the neck of thine enemies ; thy father's children 
shall bow down before thee ; the sceptre shall not depart from Judah, 
nor a law-giver from between his feet till Shilo come, and unto him 
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shall the gathering he of the people V and now consider, did not the 
sceptre continue in Judah till Shilo, the Mcssi<ah rnme? but is not the 
sceptre departed from Judah above sixteen hundred years since, after 
you had crucified the Messiah ? and are not your walls and city of Jerusa- 
lem broken down, trodden under foot, and you scattered over all nations T 
and so is not your sceptre gone ? so consider these things, how long it is 
since you lost your sceptre : it should not depart till Shilo came ; and he 
came, and is come, and you would not hearken to him, being a stifT- 
necked people. 

Is it not clear that the Messiah came of the seed of David and of 
Abraham, according to the prophets, who was born of a virgin, though 
you were rebellious, as you may see from Moses through the prophets 
to the Messiah ; though some of you in all ages did believe, yet for the 
generality of you, what a stiff-necked people you were, that your eyes 
were blinded, your table was made a snare, and you stuck in the old 
covenant, and opposed the new : and were not your backs often there- 
fore bowed down; yea, and under all the governments of the world 
now : and so Isaiah's prophecy is come upon you, saying, ^ go tell this 
people.' Isa. vi. 9. * hearing ye hear not, seeing ye see not, and do not 
perceive ; for the heart of this people is waxed gross, and their ears 
are dull of hearing ; and their eyes have they closed, lest they should 
see witlktheir eyes, and hear with their ears, and understand with their 
hearts, and should be converted, and I should heal them ;' this is a sad 
condition : you would not receive the Immanuel, born of a virgin ; and 
therefore, was not the salvation sent to the Gentiles, that the Gentiles 
might glorify God for his mercy through the Messiah T * for this cause I 
will confess thee among the Gentiles, and sing to thy name.' Psalm xviiL 
49. And again he saith, * rejoice ye Gentiles, with his people.' Now 
those Jews that were the believers in the Messiah, the Gentiles can re- 
joice withal. And Psalm cxvii. * praise the Lord ye Gentiles, and laud 
him all ye people.' And again Isaiah saith, ' there shall be a root of 
Jesse, and he shall rise to reign over the Gentiles, in him the Gentiles 
shall trust.' Now this is the Messiah that was born of a virgin, whom 
ye crucified, who is risen, in whom the Gentiles rejoice and trust, who 
is their salvation ; read Isa. xi. 10. And so it was said before to you; 
' like to me, (saith Moses,) will God raise up a prophet of your brethren, 
him shall ye hear in all things, whatsoever he shall say to you ; and that 
soul that. will not hear this prophet, shall be destroyed from among the 
people.' So was not the Afessiah cf the seed of David, and of Abra- 
ham; and when God had raised up, and brought him forth, you would 
not hear him, neither before ye crucified him, nor now when he is risen, 
who came according to Daniel's prophecy : and so in this you neither 
hear God, nor Moses, nor the prophets, nor the angel, nor the Son, the 
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Messiah ; and so in this you neither keep the law, nor the prophets, nor 
the old covenant, nor the new, though you often spoke fair with your 
mouths, but your hearts were far ofiT 

Is not that come to pass which the Messiah spoke to you, ' that you 
should be led away captive, and many should fall by the edge of the 
sword, and Jerusalem should be compassed with armies, and you should 
be led captive, into all nations, and Jerusalem shall be trodden down, 
(read in Daniel ix.) and was not Jerusalem built and standing till Mes- 
siah, the Prince? and when he came, was not he cut off? and after did 
not Titus, the prince of the people, come to destroy your city and sanc- 
tuary ; therefore was not this the true Messiah, the Immanuel, be rn of 
a virgin, and the prophet, that you should hear in all things ; and they 
that did hear him, and do hear him, do witness the prophecy of Joel to 
be fulfilled ; 'the Lord is pouring out of his spirit upon all flesh, his sons, 
bis daughters, his old men, his young, men, servants, handmaids :' these 
are the days of the Messiah ; for he saj^, * in those days I will pour out 
my spirit :' so by the spirit of God they can praise God, sons, daughters, 
old men, young men, servants, handmaids ; through the Messiah, the Im- 
manuel, who was born of a virgin, whom you crucified, and is risen, 
and is at the right hand of God, who is our prophet, and shepherd, and 
covenant of peace, through him we can praise God, hallelujah forever 

id ever, amen. 

And you that despise him, despise your salvation, and lie under the 

Igment of the prophets and the Son, as you may see in the scriptures; 
fmnd therefore, it is time for you to repent, and turn to him. 



A Postscript. 

Not a bone of the Pascal-Lamb shall be broken. JViimi. ix. 13. And 
not this a type of the Pascal-Lamb, the Messiah, of whom you had 

t power to break a bone, although you broke the bones of the two 
thieves that were crucified on each side of him. 

And in Deut. viiL there you may see how the Lord in the wilderness 
bumbled your fathers to reprove them, and to know what was in their 
hearts, whether they would keep his commandments or no ; therefore 
he humbled them, and made them to hunger, and fed them with manna, 
which they knew not, neither did their fathers know it, that he might 
teach them, that man liveth not by bread only, but by every word that 
proceedeth out of the mouth oPihe Lord doth a man live ; yet how soon 
did your forefathers forget the Lord, and lusted after Egypt's flesh-pots, 

ye may read in the books of Moses, how your forefathers murmured 

Vol. v.— 11 
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agaiDst the Lord, and turned against him, and his prophets, and his Son, 
the Messiah ; against whom you stand in rebellion to this day. 

Psalm viii. And was not this fulfilled when the Messiah rode into Jeru- 
salem upon the foal of an ass '( *' out of the mouths of babes and suck- 
lings hast thou ordained strcngf.).' 

And did not the Messiah say these words when you put him to death ? 
Psalm xxxi. ' into thy hand I commend my spirit : and thou hast brought 
my soul out of the grave, thou hast revived me from them that go down 
into the pit, sing praises unto the Lord, ye his saints.' So the saints can 
sing praises unto the Lord, that know the resurrection of the Messiah, 
whose grave you watched ; yet he rose, and all your watchmen were 
struck : but your priests taught them to he, and to say, ' his disciples 
stole him away f in which lie, and graves of sin and unbelief you lie» 
that do not believe the Messiah is come, and is risen. Psalm xxx. 3. 

And was not this the doctrine of the Messiah to your forefathers, ' that 
the meek men should possess the earth, and have their delight in the 
multitude of peace ; but the wicked practiseth against the just, and 
gnashes his teeth against him.' And was not this the practice of your 
forefathers against the Messiah 7 Psalm xxxvii. ] 2. 

And in Psalm Ixxviii. ' I will open my mouth in parables ; I will de» 
clare high sentences of old.' And did not the Messiah fulfil these say- 
ings, and declare the high sentences of old, and speak in parables when 
be came 1 

And in Psalm Ixxxii. where it is said, * I have said ye are God's, and.tj 
ye all are children of the Most High.' And did not your forefathers *] 
persecute and put to death the Messiah for saying, ' He was the Son of 
Godr 

And in Psalm xci. * He shall give his angels charge over thee, to keep 
thee in all thy ways; they shall bear thee in their hands, that thou 
hurt not thy foot against a stone.' And was not the Messiah tried andf 
tempted by Satan and you in your days, wherein that scripture wa0 
fulfilled upon him, when Satan tempted him, and perverted those words t.;f 

And in Psalm ex. where it is said, ' the Lord said unto my Lord, sit thou ^ 
on my right hand, until I make thy enemies thy footstool.' Is not this 
the Messiah, and the Immanuel, born of a virgin, spoken of Esaiah, 
which came and said to your forefathers, above sixteen hundred years 
since, * if David in spirit called the Messiah Lord, how was he his son V 
which neither your forefathers nor you ever answered 7 

Also, ' the Lord swore, and will not repent ; thou art a priest forever, 
after the order of Melchizedek.' Now was not this the Messiah, who 
came not after the order of Aaron, which had a beginning of days, and 
end of life ; but He, the Messiah, is a priest forever, after the order of 
Melchizedek, b without beginning of days, or end of life. 
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And 18 not the prophecy of ba. v. fulfilled upon you, where he saitb, 
'the vineyard is laid waste, and you which were the keepers of it, who 
stoned the servants, and had killed the son, the heir; and now are 
you and your vineyard laid waste V and did not the Messiah when he 
came, show you the fulfilling of the prophecy in this ? and so is not 
your sun and moon darkened, and your stars fallen, as you may read 
in the prophets ? and the marvellous work the Lord hath done upon you 
and a wonder ? for the wisdom of your wise men is perished ; for the 
Lord hath covered you with the spirit of slumber, and hath shut up 
your eyes ; and the vision is become unto you as the words of a sealed 
book, so that you can neither read the book of the prophets, nor of the 
law, that speak of the Messiah, being out of the spirit : though yoa 
come near unto the Lord with your mouths, and honour him with your 
lips, but have removed your hearts far from him ; and your fear towards 
him is taught by the precepts of men ; and this did Isaiah foresee and 
prophesy of; and this did the Messiah see, and find amongst you when 
he came. 

And in Isa. liv. it is said, < all thy children shall be taught of the Lord.* 
And did not the Messiah when he came, show the fulfilling of this pro- 
phecy, so that many thousands are witnesses of God's teaching, and his 
establbhing of them in peace ? 

And was not the saying of Jeremiah the prophet fulfilled. Jer. vii. * Is 
house become a den of thieves, whereupon my name is called before 

mr eyes? behold I see it saith the Lord.' And was not this fulfilled in 
[the days of the Messiah, above sixteen hundred years unce ? and did 
not the Lord say, < therefore, I will cast you out of my sight, as I have 
cast out your brethren before you 7' 

And in Hosea vL did not the Lord say, * He desired mercy, and not 
sacrifice ; and the knowledge of God more than bumt-ofierings : but ye 

ce men have transgressed the covenant, and therefore, have ye tres- 
against me ; and as thieves wait for a man, so doth the company 
\( priests murder in the way by consent ; for they work mischief' Now 
was not this fulfilled in the days of the Messiah ? were not the priests 
the most mischievous against him ? did they not gather together in troops 
to work mischief against him, and to put him to death 7 and had you 
had mercy, and the knowledge of God, you would have received the 
Messiah when he came, the Son born of a virgin 7 

And again, in 2 Esdras I 30. ' the Lord gathered you, as a hen gather- 
eth her chicken under her wings : but now what shall I do for you 7 I 
will cast you out of my sight' And would not the Messiah have gathered 
you when he came, and you would not 7 so that your house is become a 
desolation, and you cast forth. 

And in the sayings of the wisdom of Solomon iL * He checks us fi>r 
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ofiending against the law ; he makes his boast to have the knowledge of 
God ; he calls himself the Son of God: he is made to reprove our thoughts ; 
it grieves us also to look upon him ; for his life is not like other men% his 
ways are of another fashion: let us examine him with rebukes and tor- 
ments, that we may know his meekness, and prove his patience ; let us 
condemn him to a shameful death/ And did not you Jews fulfil all this? 
and are not these sayings verified by you concerning the Messiah 7 

And you sons of Adam, who are called Jews, what do you think of the 
saying in Esdras ? chap. vii. * The bride shall appear, and he shall come 
forth and be seen, that now is under the earth : for my Son Jesus shall 
appear with those that be with him, and they that remain shall rejoice 
within four hundred years ; and after these same years shall my Son 
Christ die.' So do ye think he spake truth? and what Jesus was this, 
the anointed, that was prophesied of should die after the four hundred 
years? G. F. 



A testimony of what loe believe of Christy before he was mamfest in the Flesh ; 
and of his Birth and Preachings and what he saith he is himself: as also 
of his Sufferings^ Death, Resurrection, and Ascension ; both as he was Godf 
and as he was Man. 

And alsOf the Testimony of the Apostles concerning him ; with those names 
which Godj the Angels, and Holy Ghost has given unto him, and the holy 
men as they vsere moved by the Holy Ghost ; which zee faithfully own and 
believe. 

But all such bynames, which are not found in the scriptures zee testify against, 
though contendedfor by such, as they say they have not the same Holy Ghost^ 
that gave forth the scriptures : and it is the same spirit that gives Chrisi 
those by-names, that in scorn calls us Quakers. 

Also, how the Believers in the primitive times, and now, did and do possess, 
and enjoy Christ Jesus : and what is the Saints' Food, and how they are 
to walk. 

And wherein they may see what a true Christianas duty is. — By G. F, 

Now, the birth of Jesus Christ was thus : * when as his mother Mary 
was betrothed to Joseph, before they came together, she was found with 
child of the Holy Ghost, and the angel of the Lord said unto Joseph, the 
son of David, fear not to take Mary to thy wife ; for that which is con- 
ceived in her is of the Holy Ghost, and she shall bring forth a Son, and 
thou shalt call his name Jesus, for he shall save hu people from their 
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85 

nns.* And this was the fulfilling of the prophecy of Isaiah, ' behold, a 
virgin shall be with child, and shall bear a son, and they shall call his 
name Immanuel, which is by interpretation, God with us.' And when 
Jesus was born in Bethlehem, it troubled Herod and all Jerusalem, which 
was the high&st place of worship, though they could tell by the scripture 
where he was to be born ; as in Micah v. 2, and MaiL ii. 1, 2, 3, 4, and 
in Luke L the angel of the Lord appeared to Mary, and said unto her, 
^ fear not, Mary, for thou hast found favour with God ; for lo, thou shalt 
conceive in thy womb and bear a son, and thou shalt call his name Jesus^ 
he shall be great, and shall be called the Son of the Most High, and the 
Lord God shall give unto him the throne of his father David, he shall 
reign over the house of Jacob for ever, and of his kingdom there shall be 
no end.' 

' Then said Mary to the angel, how shall this be, seeing I know not 
man ? and the angel answered and said unto her, the -Holy Ghost shall 
come upon thee, and the power of the Most High shall overshadow thee, 
therefore also that holy thing which shall be born of thee, shall be called 
the Son of God.' 

And in Luke ii. ' Unto you is born this day, in a city of David, a Sa- 
viour, which is Christ the Lord : and she brought forth her first begotten, 
and wrapped him in a swaddling cloth, and laid him in a manger, because 
there was no room for them in the inn.' And there the shepherds found 
him swaddled, lying in a manger. 

A poor entertainment for the Saviour of the world, and King of kings, 

m and Lord of lords, like the professors now in their highest pLice of wor- 

' . ihip, who slight him, as the Jews did his outward spiritual appearance. 

N And Simeon, that just man, that feared God, a revelation was given 

him of the Holy Ghost, that he should not see death before he had seen 

the Lord's Christ, which came to pass. For he said, ^ mine eyes have 

r leen thy salvation, which thou hast prepared before the face of all 

I %' people, a light to be revealed to the Gentiles, and the glory of thy people 

^ 4 Israel:' and this we are witnesses of, and bear witness to, which he saw 

^ ' before his death. 

■^ Now here he knew the Lord's Christ by revelation, (which every one 
must see him by, before his death,) who was the Son of God 

And Christ saith himself, Luke x. 21, 22. <I thank thee, oh Father, 
Lord of heaven and earth, that thou hast hid these things from the wise 
and learned, and hast revealed them to babes, even so, Father, because 
it 80 pleased thee. Then he turned to his disciples, and said, all things 
are given unto me of my Father, and no man knoweth who the son is, 
but the Father, neither who the Father is, save the Son, and he to whom 
the Son will reveal him.' 
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* And he turned to bis disciples, and said secretly to them, blessed are 
tbe eyes, tvhich see that which you see.' 

And so it is clear here by Christ's own words and doctrine, all the learned 
and wise, that deny revelation now a-days, you know not the Father 
nor the Son, for Christ saith no man knoweth the Son, nor the Father, 
but he to whom Christ the son of God will reveal him : and as the apostle 
Paul saith in another place, that it ' pleased the Father to reveal his Son 
in me, that I might preach him ;' so blessed be God the Father, who hath 
revealed his Son in us, that wc might know him and preach hinur 

And in John L ' In the beginning was the word, and the word was 
with God, and the word was God, the same was in the beginning with 
God, and all things were made by it, and without it was made nothing 
that was made, and in it (to wit, the word,) was life, and the life was 
the light of men ; and the light shineth in darkness, and the darkness 
comprehended it not, and that was the true light which lighteth every 
man that cometh into the world, he was in the world, and the world was 
made by him, and the world knew him not.' They must know him by 
revelation, for the world by their wisdom knew him not, nor knoweth 
God, 'he came to his own, and his own received him not, but as many 
as received him, to them he gave power to become the sons of God. 

And this we witness, ' and the word was made flesh, and dwelt among 
us, and we saw the glory thereof, as the glory of the only begotten son 
of the Father, full of grace and truth, and of his fulness have we re- 
ceived, grace for grace. The law was given by Moses, but grace and 
truth came by Jesus Christ' And this grace and truth we witness, which 
is our teacher, and brings our salvation, and establisheth our hearts. 
And this is the prophet like unto Moses, that God hath raised up, whom 
we do hear and see, as Stephen did, and have seen the heavens open, 
and the Son of man standing at the right hand of God, who was perse- 
cuted by the priests and professing Jews. Acts vii. And this is Christ, the 
rock that followed the Jews in the wilderness. 1 Cor. x. 4. And this is 
the Chrbt Jesus, that wrought signs and miracles amongst the Jews, the 
great professors of the letter ; that the chief priests bought of Judas for 
thirty pieces of silver; whom they scourged, and mocked, and crucified, 
and said he had a devil, and by the prince of devils cast out devils. 
And when they had crucified him, the chief priests gave large money 
to the soldiers, to say that ' his disciples had stolen him away by night,' 
whom they had crucified without the gates at Jerusalem, who appeared 
to Mary Magdalen, and to his disciples ; and came amongst them when 
the doors were shut. John xx. ^ And Joseph of Arimathea, a disciple of 
Jesus, after they had crucified Christ, begged his body, and he laid him 
in a garden, in his own new tomb. Matt. xxviL < Now this Jesus is risen, 
the same that they crucified| whom the high priests and rulers delivered 
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to be condemned to death, and they crucified him,' Liike xziv. 20. who 
said, * behold my hands and feet, for it is I myself, handle me, for n spirit 
hath not flesh and bones as yc see me have.' ver. 39. And this was after 
he was risen from the dead : and Christ Jesus saith after his resurrection, 
John XX. 21. 'as my Father sent mc, I send you,' his ministers and his 
disciples, whom the great letter-professors persecuted, as may be seen in 
the Acts; and still they do the same unto them that Christ sends forth, 
where he is manifest. But ye men of Israel, and we may say ye men 
of all professions in Christendom, without the possession of Christ, hear 
the words of Jesus of Nazareth, ' a man approved of God among you 
with great works and wonders, and signs, which God did by him in the 
midst of you, as you yourselves also know, him I say ye have taken by 
the hands of the wicked, being delivered by the determinate counsel and 
foreknowledge of God, and have crucitied and slain, whom God hath 
raised up, and loosed the sorrows of death, because it was impossible that 
he should be holdcn of it.' And so ' God's Holy One did not see corrup- 
tion, neither was his soul left in the grave, whose heart did rejoice, and 
his tongue was glad, and his flesh did rest in hope.' 

And David knew that God had sworn with an oath unto him, that of 
the fruit of his loins, he would raise up Christ concerning the flesh, he 
* knowing this before, speaking of the resurrection of Christ, saith that 
* his soul should not be left in the grave, neither his flesh should sec cor- 
ruption :' this Jesus hath God raised up, whereof we are witnesses, and 
we the people of God, in scorn called Quakers, are witnesses of this 
Jesus, and of his resurrection, to the men of Israel, and all the men of 
the world, as Acts vii. 22, &c. Which Jesus appeared three times to 
the disciples after he was risen. John xxi. 14. Therefore let all the House 
of Israel know for a surety, that God hath made him both Lord and 
Christ, this Jesus I say whom you crucified, he is risen and set down at 
the right h^nd of God. 

So we (the people of God called Quakers,) do say let all the house of 
the professors of the letter, without the possession, whether Jews, Turks, 
christians, or heathens, know that there is no salvation in any other 
name under heaven, whereby they must be saved, but ^in the name of 
Jesus Christ of Nazareth, which was crucified without the gates of Jeru- 
salem, whom God hath raised up from the dead,' as in Ads iv. 10, &c. 

So the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, and the God of our fathers, 
hath glorified his son Jesus, whom the Jews betrayed, and denied in the 
presence of Pilate, when he had judged him to be delivered, before 
whom Jesus made a good confession, 1 Tim. vi. 13. whom we are witnesses 
of, and are not ashamed to confess him before our persecutors. But the 
professing Jews denied the Holy One and the just, and desired a mur- 
derer to be given them^ as many will do now, that crucified him to 
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themselves afresh, (as the Jews that killed) the Lord of life, whom God 
hath raised from the dead, whereof we are witnesses, I say we, the people 
of Goil, in 8rorn calltMl Quakers, are witnesses, with the apostles, of 
him aj:.'iin>t ail such professors now, who de&ire a murderer ratber than 
the Lord of life. 

But these things God shrwed by the mouth of his prophets, that Christ 
should sulTer, and he hath thus fulfilled it : and so through him have we 
received remission of sins, and refreshings from the presence of the Lord. 

And ye that do profess that Christ is come, as the Jews professed he 
was to come, do not ye deny the Holy One and the just in your lives T 
who live unholy and unjust, and will not ye sooner receive a murderer, 
than the Saviour ? and consent and persecute him where he is made 
manifest now in his saints ? that which you do unto them, ye do unto 
him ; hut Christ is risen, whom the heavens must contain, until the time 
that all 'things be restored, which God hath spoken by the mouths of all 
his holy prophets, since the world began. Ads iii. 21. And Moses said 
unto the fathers, ' the Lord your Grod will raise up unto you a prophet 
of your brethren, like unto me, ye shall hear him in all things, whatso- 
ever he shall say unto you. For it shall be that every person that shall 
not hear that prophet, shall be destroyed from among the people.' Now 
this prophet Christ Jesus we do hear, who doth fulfil the prophets that 
prophesied of him : and now do not you say there is no hearing of his 
voice now a-days, and is not this contrary to the apostles, who said, 

* while it is called to day hear his voice?' and was not this after he was 
risen, ' and God hath spoken to us hy his son,' as in Hd). i. and did he 
not speak to his disciples, and to Paul, and to Mary Magdalen after he 
was risen ? and doth he not now speak from heaven ? see that ye deft- 
pise not him that speaks from heaven, for if they escaped not, that refused 
him that spake on earth, much less shall ye escape, if ye turn away 
from him that speaks from heaven, even Jesus who suffered yrithout the 
gates of Jerusalem, and sanctifies his people with his blood. Heb. xii. 25. 
And therefore, you that say there is no hearing of the prophet Christ's 
voice now a-days, do not you destroy yourselves and people ? And to 
Abraham God said, 'in thy seed shall all the kindreds of the-earth be 
blessed/ of whose seed Christ came, and so it was said unto the Jews 
first, ' unto you hath God raised up his Son Jesus, and him hath he sent 
to bless you, in turning every one of you from your iniquity unto him.' 
So [mark,] you are blessed as you are turned every one of you from 
your iniquity, not in your iniquity, for he saith to the workers of iniquity, 

• depart from me, I know you not' For the true witnesses of Jesus 
Christ and of his resurrection, great grace was upon them all, and so is 
now, as may be seeii, Acts iv. 33. where may be seen what work the 
priests and the elders, the great lettier-profesBors made against them that 
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were the true witnesses of Jesus, his birth, life, death and resurrection, 
as many of you, who have the form and not the power, have done 
against us, and therefore are we turned away from you. But we can 
say as the apostles said to the Jews, and to you that are in their spirit, 
* the God of our fathers has raised up Jesus whom ye slew and hanged 
on a tree,' him hath God lifted up with his right hand, to be a ' Prince 
and Saviour, to give repentance to Israel, and forgiveness of sins ;' and 
we are witnesses concerning these things, which we say, yea, and the 
Holy Ghost whom God hath given to them that obey him, testifies the 
same, but you that are disobedient, say, ^ the Holy Ghost is not to be 
looked for now a-days, and forbid us to speak in the power of Jesus, 
though you will use the name of Jesus, but in the form, and deny the 
power and spirit, and persecute them that are in it, Acts v. 30, 31, 32. 
But remember GamaHel's counsel, • and Stephen being full of the Holy 
Ghost looked steadfastly into heaven, and said, behold the heavens open, 
and the Son of man, [mark the Son of man,] standing at the right hand 
of God ;' so with the Holy Ghost, he could see into heaven, and see 
Christ Jesus, and so do we. Acts vii. and 1 Cor. xii. 3. where it is said, 
that ' no man speaking by the spirit of God calleth Jesus accursed.' Also 
no man can say, ' that Jesus is Lord but by the Holy Ghost,' [mark,] no 
man can say it, but by the Holy Ghost 

- TNow ye that say there is no Holy Ghost to be looked for now a-days, 
as was amongst the apostles, and teach so to the people, do not ye deny 
the promise of Christ, and the succession of the true ministers in the 
Holy Ghost, which shall lead into all truth. 

And if no man can call Jesus the Lord, but by the Holy Ghost, and ye 
deny having it yourselves, and teaching it so to others, then ye cannot 
be the faithful witnesses of Jesus Christ the Lord, nor can ye truly call 
him Lord, neither are led into all truth by the Holy Ghost, but by an 
unclean ghost into error, and so are no true chrbtians. 

For this Comforter or Holy Ghost, which Christ hath sent, he shall 
reprove the world of their sin, and righteousness, and judgment, and un- 
belief: so bow are you reproved of your sin, of your righteousness, of 
jour judgment and unbelief, if the Comforter the Holy Ghost be not 
come to you ? according to Christ's promise, that he would send him after 
he was risen. And as the disciples of Christ then, so now, the spirit of 
truth, this Comforter, doth lead them into all truth, for ' he shall not 
speak of himself, but whatsoever he. shall hear, he shall speak.' So are 
not people to hear this Comforter, this Holy Ghost, that proceeds from 
the Father and the Son ? John xv. xvL And in Acts ix. xxii. 8. Paul 
SBith, ' who art thou Lord, and the Lord said I am Jesus whom thou per- 
lecutest, and it is hard for thee to kick against the pricks.' 

YoL. v.— 12 



Now jou know that Jesus Christ was risen, but he was persecuting 
him in hii saints ; compared with Malt. xxv. 40, to the end 

So are not all they, that kick against that which pricks them, the 
persecutors of the life of Jesus, where he is made manifest ? 

And in Acts x. 34. &c. where Peter opened his mouth and said, 'of a 
truth I perceive that God is no respecter of persons, but in every nation 
he that feareth him, and worketh righteousness, is accepted with him.' 
And ' how God hath anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Ghost and 
with power, who went about doing good, and healing all that were op- 
pressed of the devil, for God was with him ; and we are witnesses of all 
things which he did, both in the land of the Jews, and in Jerusalem, 
whom they slew, and hanged on a tree, him God raised up the third 
day, and shewed him openly, and we did eat and drink with him after 
he arose from the dead, and he commanded us to preach unto the people, 
and to testify that it is he, that is ordained of God, a Judge of quick and 
dead.' And to this do we testify, which are the people of God, in scorn 
called Quakers. * And to Him, (to wit, Christ,) also gave all the pro- 
phets witness, that through his name, all that believe in him, shall receive 
remission of sins.' 

Now to believe in Christ, he teaches how to believe, John xiL who 
saith, ' I am come a light into the world, that whosoever believeth in 
me, shall not abide in darkness.' And ' while ye have the light, believe 
in the light, that ye may become the children of the light, verse 36, 
46. And John vii. 37, 38. 'Jesus stood up, and cried, saying, if 
any man thirst, let him come unto me, and drink : and he that believeth 
in me, as the scripture saith, out of his belly shall flow rivers of water 
of life.' And John iiL 16. ' God so loved the world, that he sent his only 
begotten Son into the world, that whosoever believes in him, should 
not perish, but have everlasting life.' And, * as many as receive him 
he gives them power to become the sons of God, yea even to them 
that believe in his name.' John i. 12. And ^he that believeth in him 
shall not be condemned, but he that believeth not, is condemned already, 
because he believeth not in the name of the only begotten Son of God:' 
to wit, in the light, as Christ commands. And ' this is the condemnation, 
that light is come into the world, but men love darkness rather than 
light, because their works are evil ; for every man that doth evil hates 
the light,' he hates that light which Christ commands to believe in, 
* neither cometh to the light, least his deeds should be reproved.' So he 
is afraid of his evil deeds being reproved, and therefore doth not believe 
in the light, if he will not come to it ; but he that doth truth, cometh 
to the light, that his deeds may be made manifest, that they are wrought 
in God ; and ' he that believeth, is born of God,' as John in his epistle 
saith, ' and he that is born of God, overcometh the world. And he that 
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believeth in the Son of God, bath the witness in himself/ And this we 
witness, which are the true believers in the light ; and * he that hath 
the Son, hath life, and he that hath not the Son of God, hath not life.' 

So all ye letter-professors of Christ, if ye have him not, you have no 
life, for Christ, whom God sent, speaks the word of God, and he that 
believeth in his Son, hath eternal life in him, and he that believeth not 
in the Son of God, shall not see life, < but the wrath of God abides upon 
him.' John iii. 34, 35, 36. And the Son of God that spake the words of 
God, how people should believe, said, * believe in the light ;' for he was 
come a light^ into the world, and in him was life, and this life was the 
light of men, and that was the true light, ^ which enlightencth every 
man that cometh into the world/ And ^ he was in the world, and the 
world knew him not' So the world knows him not now, though the 
world was made by him, and he is in the world by his light, though they 
will not believe in it, but love the darkness rather than the light, and 
will not come to it, least it should reprove them of their evil deeds, 
as the apostle saith, ' whatsoever doth reprove and make manifest, is 
light' So they cannot see Christ Jesus the Lamb of God, who takes 
away the sins of the world, without the light, which is called ' the life 
in him, and light in men.' 

And so the unbelievers now, though they may profess Christ is come, 
like the pharisees to come, who persecuted Christ in the days of his flesh, 
but he is risen out of their reach. And now the same spirit persecutes 
his believers and disciples that believe in the light, which is life in him, 
and light in them, as John teaches* So now they are persecuting the 
Ught and life of Christ, where it is manifest in bis members, for every 
one that doth evil, hates the light, and so hates Christ, his light, his life. 
But we who are the people of God, and in scorn called Quakers by 
them, are believers in the light, and children of the light, with which 
we see our life hid in Christ ; and are witnesses of Christ's birth, suffer- 
ing, death, and resurrection, and of his flesh, and of his divinity, and can 
say * he that hath the bride, is the bridegroom.' John iii. 29. And Acts 
ziii. 23, &c. * of the seed of David hath God according to his promise, 
raised up to Israel a Saviour ; and whosoever feareth God, to you is the 
word of salvation sent, for the inhabitants of Jerusalem and the rulers, 
because they knew him not, nor the words of the prophets, which were 
read every sabbath day amongst them, they have fulfilled them in con- 
demning him, though they found no cause of death in him, yet desired 
they Pilate to kill him ; and when they had fulfilled all thuigs that were 
written of him, they took him down from the tree, and put him into a 
sepulchre, wherein no man was before laid, but God hath raised him 
from the dead, and he was seen many days of them, which came up 
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with him from Galilee unto Jerusalem, and we cannot but speak thofe 
things which we have seen and heard.' Acts iv. 20. 

And so now consider, you professors, was not this highest place of wor- 
ship at Jerusalem, where the scriptures and prophets were read every 
sabbath day, and they knew not the voice of the prophets, though they 
read their words, like the professors now, and yet did not they crucify 
him (to wit, the Jews,) without the gates of Jerusalem ] and the priests 
and rulers were against him, and knew him not in 4iis birth, sufferings, 
death and resurrection. 

And now, you that read the scriptures with the same persecuting 
spirit, do not you ' crucify him afresh to yourselves, and persecute him in 
his members, and put him to open shame,' as it is said? fJ!e6. vi. 6. 

And Acts xiii. 47. ^ I have set thee to be a light of the Gentiles, that 
thou mayest be my salvation to the ends of the world.' And so Christ, 
who is the light, b the salvation to the ends of the world, and the Gen* 
tiles are glad of this, and glorify the word of the Lord, which none can 
do but in the light, which is the life in the word. And we declare ac- 
cording to God's promise made to the fathers, which God hath fulfilled 
unto his children, in that he raised up Jesus, as it is written in the 8d 
Psalm, ' thou art my son, this day have I begotten thee.' 

Now as concerning that he raised him up from the dead, no more to 
turn to the grave, wherefore he saith in another place, * thou wilt not 
sufier thy Holy One to sec corruption ;' though David lay with his fathers, 
and saw corruption, but he whom God raised up, saw no corruption. 
' Be it known unto you, therefore men and brethren,' saith the apostle, 
and say the people of God, in scorn called Quakers, to all the sons of 
Adam, * that through this man,' to wit, Christ Jesus, * whom God hath 
raised up, is preached unto you the forgiveness of sins, and from all 
things from which you could not be justified by the law of Moses.' By 
bim, to wit, Christ, every one that believeth is justified. And what is 
it to believe ? to believe in the light, as Christ saith ; if not, he is con- 
demned, and then not justified, as you may see. Job iiL 12, and Acts ziiL 
32, &C. 

Now * the time of ignorance,' as the apostle saith, (who preached Christ's 
birth, death, and resurrection,) ' the times of ignorance God winked at,' 
but now he admonishes all men every where to repent. So if God and 
Christ do admonish, he doth it by his power and spirit, as Acts. xviL 80, 
31, ' because he hath appointed a day, in which he will judge the world 
in righteousness, by that man whom he hath appointed, whereof he hath 
given an assurance unto all men, in that he hath raised him from the 
dead.' Therefore if he would have all men to repent, he would have 
all men to be saved, and their destruction is of themselves. 

And this we the people of God, in scorn called Quakers, do witness. 



and have the asmrance of. As the apostle saith ; ^ but this I confess 
UDto thee, that after that way which they call heresy, so worship I the 
God of my fathers, and believe all things, which are written in the law 
and the prophets, and have hope towards God, that the resurrection of 
the dead, which they themselves look for also, shall be both just and 
unjust; and herein I endeavour myself to exercise a good conscience to- 
wards God and towards men.' Acts xxiv. 14, 16. 

This confession the apostle made before Felix and Ananias, the high 
priests and elders ; and this is, and hath been our confession amongst 
your high priests and elders, above two hundred years ago, and unto 
this day. 

And the apostle in his confession, Acts xxvi. 18, saith he was sent to 
* turn the people from darkness to the light, and from the power of Satan 
unto God, that they may receive the forgiveness of sins, and an inherit- 
ance among them that are sanctified, by faith in Christ' 

And now have not many of you separated professors, and priests, and 
others, scofied at this light, and called it an idol and darkness ? but can 
any receive the remission and forgiveness of sins, and so have an inherit- 
ance among them that are sanctified, but who are turned from the 
darkness to the light, and from the power of Satan unto God, according 
to the true minister's doctrine, which we possess and are witnesses oft 
against them that turn them from this light to darkness, and keep them 
in Satan's power from God's ? and was not this doctrine a wonder amongst 
the professing Jews, and before Agrippa, (whose eyes were not open, like 
yours,) of turning people from darkness to light, and from the power of 
Satan unto God, that they might receive remission of sins, and an inhe- 
ritance among them that are sanctified ? [mark,] are sanctified, that is 
already done, though the apostle said he had *' obtained help from God 
unto this day, witnessing both to small and great, saying no other things 
than those which the prophets and Moses did say should come ; that 
Christ should suffer, and that he should be the first that should rise from 
the dead, and should shew light unto the people, and unto the Gentiles.' 

And also was not this a strange doctrine, think you then ? and is it not 
10 now, which we do witness, by this light which Christ hath shewed 
unto us what Moses and the prophets did say, that Christ should sufier 
and rise from the dead, and shew light to the Gentiles ? this through the 
help of God are we daily witnesses of, to small and great, who are dead 
with Christ, and are risen with Christ ; ' for,' as the apostle saith, *' if ye 
be dead with Christ, and risen with Christ, seek those things which are 
above.' Colos. iii. 1, and this we are in the practice of, and cannot seek 
after your things which are below, though you rage against us, and per- 
secute us with tongue and hand. And Rom. u ' God, who had prombed 
before by hii prophets, in the holy scriptures, concerning his Son Jesus 
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Christ, oar Lord, who was made of the seed of David, according to the 
flesh, [mark,] and declared to be the Son of God, according to the spirit 
of holiness bv the resurrection from the dead, bv whom we have received 
grace and apostlesliip, through which we are witnesses, and are called 
and made to declare and confess to the name of Jesus. For the righte- 
ousness of God is revealed from faith to faith, as it is written, the just 
live by faith. For we are not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is 
the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth/ And 
therefore we cannot but warn all in the name of Jesus, knowing that 
•God shall judge the secrets of all men's hearts, according to the gospel/ 
as the apostle declares, Rom. ii. 10. And Rom, iii. 24, 25, * we are justi- 
fied freely by his grace, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 
whom God hath set forth to be a reconciliation through faith in his blood, 
to declare his righteousness, for the forgiveness of sins, that are passed 
through the patience of God.' And this we witness, blessed be the Lord 
God, through Jesus Christ, forever. 

And Rom. iv. 25. ^ Christ who was delivered to death for our sins, 
and is risen for our justification, then being justified by faith we have 
peace with God, through our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom also we have 
access through faith, unto his grace, wherein we stand, [mark,] and 
rejoice under the hope of the glory of God, and this hope makes not 
ashamed, because the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the 
Holy Ghost, which is given unto us. For Christ, when we were yet of 
no strength, in due time died for the ungodly, setting out his love towards 
us, seeing that while we were yet sinners Christ died for us, much more 
then being now justified by his blood, we shall be saved from wrath 
through him. For if w*hen we were enemies we were reconciled to 
God, through the death of his Son, much more being reconciled we shall 
be saved by his life, and not only so, but we also rejoice in God through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received the atone- 
ment.' Rom. v. 11. 

And this we witness who are in scorn called Quakers, but Christ did 
not die for sinners, that they should live all their lifetime in sin, and die 
in their sins ; but that as sin had reigned unto death, so grace might also 
reign through righteousness unto eternal life, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. ' For know you not that all we that have been baptised into Jesus 
Christ, have been baptised into hb death. We are buried then with 
him by baptism into his death, that like as Christ was raised up from 
the dead, by the glory of the Father, so we also should walk in newness 
of life, (mark you professors, • in newness of hfe') for if we be grafted 
with him into the similitude of his death, even so shall we be of his 
resurrection, knowing this that our old man is crucified with him, (mark, 
* is crucified,* then it is done) that the body of sin might be destroyed, 
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that henceforth we shoald not serve sin, for when ye were servants of 
sin, ye were free from righteousness:* and as the apostle saith, 'his ser- 
vants ye are whom ye do obey ; wherefore if we be dead with Chrbt, 
we believe also we shall live with him, knowing that Christ being raised 
from the dead, dieth no more, death hath no more dominion over him, 
for in that he died, he died once to sin, but in that he liveth, he liveth 
unto God.' So (mark,) people must die with Christ, if they will live 
with Christ, whom death hath no more dominion over. Likewise ^ reckon 
ye also that ye are dead to sin, but alive to God in Jesus Chrbt our 
Lord.' [Mark, ' alive in Christ Jesus,'] so people must be alive in him, 
not in old 'Adam. 

And now being made free from sin, and made servants unto God, ye 
have your fruits unto holiness, and your end everlasting life. For the 
vrages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. For when ye were the servants of sin, ye were free 
from righteousness.' So they that be free from righteousness, and whose 
darkness cannot comprehend the light, and whose doctrine is, they can- 
not be made free from sin while they be upon the earth, nor the old man, 
nor the body of sin, this is another doctrine than the apostle preached, 
who said ' the old man is crucified :' and this is to preach up the old 
man's life, and not the new man Christ Jesus, as you may see. Rom. 
vi. and viL d^c. ' Now if we suffer with Christ, we shall also be glorified 
with him.' Rom. viii. 17. So people must die with Christ, if they will 
live with Christ, and sufier with him if they will be glorified with Christ 
Now it is an easy matter to make an outward profession of Christ's 
death, but it is another matter to come to die with Christ, and sufier 
with him ; which they must do, if they will come to live, and be glori- 
fied with him. Again, Rom. vii. 9. ' I was once alive without the law, 
(yet he had been a strict professor of the law : so are not you strict 
professors alive without the gospel 1) but when the commandment came, 
sin revived and I died,' saith the apostle. Can ye professors say so, as 
many of us can, who were alive in a profession without the possession, 
where we see many of you yet remaining ? ' and the law of the spirit 
of life in Christ Jesus hath made me free from the law of sin and death.' 
Now ye professors, ye are far off from being made free from the law of 
sin and death, when you plead for it for term of life, and are offended 
at us that plead for freedom by the law of the spirit of life, which is in 
Christ Jesus. And Rom. viii. * God sending his only Son in the likeness of 
sinful flesh, and for sin condenmed sin in the flesh, (so, can you witness 
the sending of the Son of God to condemn the sin in your flesh ?) that 
the righteousness of the law might be fulfilled in us, which walk not 
after the flesh, but after the spirit. For if Christ be in you, the body is 
dead because of sin. But the spirit is life for righteousness sake ; but if 
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Christ be not in you, your body is alive to sin;* and so you may call him 
Lordy and profess bim without you, and say ye have preached in his 
name, but such workers of iniquity he will bid depart, that live in ein, 
and plead for it to the grave. * But if the spirit of him, that raised 
Jesus from the dead, dwell in you, he that raises up Christ from the dead 
shall quicken your mortal bodies, because that his spirit dwelleth in you.* 
And this we witness. 

And must not people be made like to the image of the Son of God, 
who *is the first born among many brethren.' * For God who spared not 
his own Son, but gave hini to death for us all, how shall he not with him 
give us all things ? for Christ who is dead and risen again, who is at the 
right hand of God also making request for us.' Rom. viii. throughout. 
And Rom. ix. 33. as it is written, ' behold I lay in Zion a stone of stum- 
bling and a rock of ofTence, and every one that believeth in him shall 
not be ashamed.' And this is that Christ, that the wise master-builders 
did reject in their own wisdom (as you may read in the Evangelists,) that 
pretended to build people up unto heaven, as many do now without the 
life and spirit of the apostles. ' But Christ is the end of the law for righte- 
ousness sake, to every one that believes, but the righteousness which is 
of faith speaks on this wise, say not in thine heart who shall ascend into 
heaven, that is to bring Christ from above, or who shall descend into the 
deep to bring Christ again from the dead. But what saith it? the word 
is near thee, even in thy mouth, and in thy heart This is the word of 
faith which we preach.' 

Now we are come to this righteousness of faith's speaking, and to this 
word in our hearts which the apostle preached, ^ and do confess with our 
mouths the Lord Jesus,' and believe in our hearts that God raised him 
from the dead, who is the Saviour. For with the heart man believes 
nxito righteousness, and with the mouth confesseth unto salvation. So 
this belief is beyond a pharbees' belief, for ' he that believeth is bom of 
God,' and he that believeth in the light, is born of the light Rom. x. 10. 
and 1 John v. 1. 

And it may be said unto you professors, as David, and Christ and the 
apostles said to the professing Jews, *' let their table be made a snare, and 
a net and a stumbling-block, even for a recompence unto them, let their 
backs be bowed down always.' Rom, zL 0, 10. 

Now the church in the primitive times, which the apostles writes to, 

* I beseech you brethren (saith he,) by the mercies of God, that ye give 
up your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is 
your reasonable service of him.' Rom. xiL 1. For as it is said, 1 Cor. vL 20. 

* know ye not that your bodies are the temples of the Holy Ghost 1 fi>r 
ye are bought with a price, therefore glorify God in your bodies and in 
your spirits, for they are God's. 



97 

And what price was this they were bought withal ? Is not this the 
blood of Christ Jesus? So it is not a puflbd-up profession, nor serving God 
with your lips, but the offering up the body a living sacrifice, and a 
glorifying God with body, soul and spirit, which are hi . 

For none of us is to live to himself, nor to die to himself, saith the 
apostle, * for whether we live, we live unto the Lord, or whether we die, 
we die unto the Lord ;' or whether we live or die, we are the Lord's : 
* for Christ Jesus, therefore, died and ra^^e again and revived, thathe 
might be Lord both of the dead and the quick.' 

So no true christians must live to themselves, hut to him that died for 
them. Rom. xiv. 7, 8, 9, &c. And the saints are to * receive one another, 
as Christ also received us,' saith the apostle Rom. xv. 6, 7. ' to the glory 
of God ;' and to be * like-minded one to another according to Christ Jesus,' 
and * that with one mouth they may praise God, even the Father of our 
I^rd Jesus Christ.' ver. .5. And ver. 18. the apostle saith, • 1 dare not 
speak of any thing which Christ hath not wrought by me, to make the 
Gentiles obedient in word and deed.' Mark this, ye professors, if ye 
durst speak no more but that Christ works by you or in you, ye would 
have Kttle to say, and ye would not find fault with the people of God 
called Quakers, who speak as Christ hath wrought in them. 

And Rom. xvi. 25. To * him now that is of power to establish you, ac- 
cording to my gospel and preaching of Jesus Christ, by the revelation of 
the mystery which was kept secret since the world began.' Now ye 
professors cannot know this mystery, nor this secret, but by revelation, 
which ye deny. 

And 1 Cor. i. 2. there ye may see how they were sanctified in Christ 
Jesus, * that ye may be blameless in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ, v- 
0, 8. and the testimony of Jesus Christ hath been confirmed in you; (mark,) 
in you for God is faithful by whom ye are called, unto the fellowship of 
his Son Jesus Christ our J^ord. Now 1 beseech you brethren by the 
name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all speak one thing.' Then ye 
must come out of the many things, which make divisions. * And the Jews,' 
saith the apostle, 'require a sign, and the Grecians seek after wisdom.' 
And are not you professors of the same spirit, like the Jews and (Jrecians? 
Do not you cry for signs and miracles and seek after wisdom?* Hut we 
preach Clirist crucified, to the Jews a stumbling-blork and to theCireeks 
foolishness.' 1 Cor. i. 22. * Jiut ye are of him in Christ,' saith the apostle, 
ver. 30. * who of God is made unto us wisdom and righteousness, and 
sanctification anfl redemption,' which we witness, blessed be God forever. 
But the natural man, saith he, 1 Cor. ii. M. * perceiveth not the things ol 
the spirit of God, for they are foolishness unto him, neither can he know 
them, because they are spiritually discerned.' And this we witness, 
which you professors deny any one having the spirit as the apostles had. 

Vol. V^13 
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So you are not like to know the things of God, but run into strife and 
contention about them, with your natural men's perceivings. 

And the apostle saith, *• I esteem not to know any thing amongst you, 
save Jesus Christ and him crucified ; for we speak the hidden wisdom 
of God in a mystery, even the hidden wisdom which God hath determin- 
ed before the world unto our glory, which none of the princes of the 
world hath known, for had they known it, they would not have crucified 
the Lord of glory.' 1 Cur. ii. 2. And the apostle saith, * Be ye followers 
of me, as I am of Christ.' 1 Cor. iv. 20. and ix. 1. So we cannot follow 
you, but as ye follow Chrbt. ' For the kingdom of God (saith he,) is not 
in words, but in power. 1 Cor. iv. 20. And God hath raised up the Lord 
Jesus, (saith he,) and shall raise us up by his power, and we do know 
that our bodies are members of Christ, and he that is joined to the Lord 
is one spirit.' 1 Cor. vi. And the apostle saith, • neither thieves, nor 
covetous, nor drunkards, nor railers, nor extortioners, nor adulterers, 
&c. shall inherit the kingdom of God. And such were some of you, 
but ye are washed, but ye are sanctified, but ye are justified in the 
name of our Lord Jesus, and by the spirit of our God.' 1 Cor. ix. 10, IL 
Mark, ' are washed, are sanctified, are justified.' But for covetous ones, 
adulterers, drunkards, thieves and railers to make a profession of Christ^s 
death and resurrection, and live in their sins ; this is to profess him with 
the lips, but deny him in their works, not being washed. For Christ 
comes to call sinners to repentance, and he died for their sin, not that 
they should live in it, and plead it for term of life. 

And 1 Cor. vii. 23. it is said, ' Ye are bought with a price, so come to 
be the Lord's freemen ; and as Christ sailh, if the truth hath made you 
free, ye are free indeed.' For truth makes free from the devil, who is 
out of truth. And the apostle saith, 1 Cor. viii. 6. * To us there is but 
one God, the Father, of whom are all things, and we in him. (Mark,) 
We in him, and one J-.ord Jesus Christ, by whom are all things, and we 
by him.' This we witness. And the apostle saith, 1 Cor. x. 9. * Neither 
let us tempt Christ, as some of them also tempted him, and were destroy- 
ed of the serpents.' And therefore ye professors, take heed of tempting 
him in a profession without possession of him, least ye be found mockers 
of him. ^ 

Likewise the apostle saith, what he * received from the Lord, that he 
delivered unto them.' 1 Cor. xi. 23. Now do not you deliver any thing 
to the people, but what you receive from the Lord ? Then ye must deny 
your own principle, who say, * there is no hearing the voice of God now 
a-days. And doth not the apostle tell you, 1 Cor. xiii. L * that you have 
nothing if ye have not love; if ye have faith, and gifts, and prophecies, 
and tongues, and give your bodies to be burnt, and your goods to the 
poor, if ye have not love, ye are but like tinkling cymbals, and aounding 
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brass. Where is all your profession then of God and Christ, and what 
good doth it you, who make but a tinkling as with your cymbals, and 
sounding as with your brass, whilst you are out of love, and in a perse- 
cuting spirit ? 

And 1 Cor, xv. the apostle saith, ' first of all I delivered unto you that 
which I received, [mark,] how that Christ died for our sins, according 
to the scriptures, and that he was seen of Cephas, then of the twelve, 
and after he was seen of more than five hundred brethren, &c. And 
after that he was seen of James, then of the apostles, and last of all he 
was seen of me, as one born out of due time. But now is Christ risen 
from the dead, and is made the first fruits of them that slept. For as in 
Adam all died, even so in Christ shall all be made alive. The first man 
is of the earth earthly, the second man, (mark, man,) is the Lord from 
heaven ;' as it is also written, ' the first Adam was made a living soul, the 
second Adam a quickening spirit.' 

So here is the heavenly man, here is the earthly man, here is the 
spiritual body, here is the natural body, and ' as we have borne the image 
of the earthly, so shall we bear the image of the heavenly.' So it is 
the second man the Lord from heaven that redeems the earthly man, 
and the just that suffered for the unjust ' And thanks be unto God,' 
saith the apostle, ^ which giveth us victory through Jesus Christ our 
Lord :' and thus we declare and witness that which the scripture doth 
declare, and can say, * the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with all 
that love him.' And 2 Cor. i. 5. where the apostle saith, ' the sufferings 
of Christ abound in us.' Have ye known this, ye professors ? ' And ye 
are our epistles written in our hearts,' 1 Cor, iii. 3. * written not with 
pen and ink, but with the spirit of the living God, in the fleshly tables 
of the heart, in that ye are manifest to be the epistles of Christ.' Mark, 
this epistle was written with the spirit of God in the table of the heart, 
these are manifest to be the epistles of Christ, which ye cannot read 
without the spirit of God, which .ye have often denied to have as the 
apostles had. And the apostle saith, ' who hath made us able ministers 
of the new testament, not of the letter, [mark,] but of the spirit, for 
the letter killcth, but the spirit giveth life.' For it is said, Moses put a 
veil over his face, that the children of Israel should not look unto the 
end of that, which was to be abolished, which veil in Christ is put away. 
But a worse veil you have put over your faces, that make a great bustle 
about the scriptures, and are not in the spirit that gave them forth. 

Now the Lord is this spirit, and where the spirit of the Lord is, there 
is liberty, and where it is not, there is imprisonment, persecution and 
bondage. * But we all behold as in a glass, the glory of God, with open 
fiice, and are changed into the same image from glory to glory, as by the 
spirit of the Lord,' and this we possess and witness, 'who preach not 
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ourselves, but the Ix)rd Jesus Christ, and ourselves your servants for 
Christ's sake. For God that commanded light to shine out of darkness/ 
is he wliich hath ' shined in our hearts, to give the light of the know- 
ledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. But we have 
this treasure in earthen vessels, that the excellency of the power might 
be of God, and not of us. 2 Cor. iii. 18. 

* And we arc atflictedon every side,' that witness this, * and persecuted, 
but not forsaken, every where we bear about in our bodies, (mark, in our 
bodies,) the ciying of our Lord Jesus, that tlie life of Jesus might also be 
made manifest in our bodies. (Mark, in our bodies.) For we which live 
are always delivered unto death, for Jesus' siikc, that the life of Jesus 
might be manifest in our mortal flesh,' 2 Cor. iv. 10. 11. because we have 
the same spirit of faith, as it is written, *• I believe, and therefore have I 
spoken, we albo believe, and therefore speak, knowing that he who hath 
raised up the Lord Jesus, sliall also raise up by Jesus Christ,' and with 
our hearts wc believe this, and with our mouths make confession unto 
salvation. 

And '^ Cor. v. ' we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, 
that every man may receive the things which he hath done in his body» 
according to that he hath done, whether they be good or evil.' Knowing 
therefore, the terrors of the Lord we do persuade men to believe in the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and to turn from sin and evil, and obey him ; ' for the 
love of Christ constraineth us, because we thus judge, that if Christ died 
for all, that they which live should not henceforth live to themselves, but 
unto him which died for them and rose again.' So here is a living to 
Christ, it is not only a mouth- profession, and an outward belief; ' for the 
devils believe and tremble,* for he that believes in the light, becomes a 
child of the light. And the apostle saith, ' wherefore, henceforth know 
we no man after the flesh, yea though we have known Christ after the 
flesh, yet now henceforth know we him [so,] no more. Therefore, if 
any man be in Christ, he is a new creature ; old things are passed away, 
behold all things are become new.' And 2 Cor. v. ' all things are of God 
which hath reconciled us to Go<l by Jesus Christ: for God was in Christ 
reconciling the world unto himself, not imputing their sins unto them, 
for he hath made Christ to be sin for us, which knew no sin, that we 
should be made the righteousness of God in him,' (mark in him,) and who 
are in Christ are new creatures. Now the old creatures and such as are 
out of Christ, do make a profession without the possession, that is but 
like the phariiccs' profession. 2 Cur. vii. 

So consider all ye professors, are ye new creatures? are ye made the 
righteousness of God in Christ i do you begin to cleanse yourselves from 
the filthiness of your flesh and spirit, and grow up unto perfect holiness 
in the fear of the I^rd ? is your warfare spiritual, and not carnal, casting 
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down the imaginations, and every high thing that is exalted against the 
knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every thought to the 
obedience of Qirist. 2 Cor, x. 4, 5. And Paul speaks of the truth of 
Christ in him, and that he had espoused them to one husband, that 
he might present the saints as a pure virgin to Christ. Then they 
must be free from sin, and must not plead for sin, for term of life, as yqu 
professors do, for there is ' no fellowship betwixt light and darkness,' aa 
2 Cor. vi. 14. 

And 2 Cor. xiii. 3, &c. ^ ye seek a proof of Christ that speaks in me, 
(mark, a proof of Christ's speaking in the apostle,) which towards you 
(saith he,) is not weak, but is mighty in you.' (mark, in you.) And fur- 
ther he saith, though ' he was crucified concerning his infirmities, yet 
he lived, (to wit, to Christ,) through the power of God, (mark, he that 
was crucified,) and we no doubt are weak in him, but we shall live with 
him, through the power of God,' &c. which we witness. Wherefore, 
prove yourselves whether you be in the faith, examine yourselves, know 
ye not your own selves, how that Jesus Christ is in you, except ye be 
reprobates ? mark, we have proved ourselves, and examined ourselves ; 
and know Christ Jesus in us. And if Christ be in you, as was said be- 
fore, ' your body is dead because of sin, and you are alive to Crod,' &c. 
and not reprobates. 

And so it is the duty of all christians to prove and examine themselves, 
whether they be in that faith that works by love, that Christ is the au- 
thor of; whether Christ be in them yea or nay, that they be not found 
reprobates ; for reprobates may make a profession of Christ, in that 
birth that will persecute them that are bom of the spirit, as we have 
seen a great deal of, among you professors these twenty years. But the 
apostle saith, 2 Cor. xiiL * the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the 
k)ve of God, and the communion of the Holy Ghost be with you all, 
anon.' This we witness. 

And now ye that deny that there is any immediate inspiration of the 
Holy Ghost to be looked for now a-days, ye are out of the communion 
of the Holy Ghost, and out of the praying in the Holy Ghost, and the 
fellowship of the Holy Ghost, which was and is the true church com- 
munion and fellowship, that Clirist is the spiritual head of. And Gal. i. 
4. ^Christ that ' gave himself for our sins, that he might deliver us from 
this present evil world, according to the will of God.' <fec. Now mark, 
and see whether you are not delivered from this present evil world, ye 
that profess ; and therefore it is not for people to profess Christ, and live 
in the evil of the world, that will serve their turn. And though * wc, or 
an angel from heaven preach unto you aqy other gospel, let him be ac- 
cursed,' saith the apostle. And Paul was an apostle, * not of man, nor 
by man, but by the Revelation of Jesus Christ, and God the Father 
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which hath raised him from the dead. And the gospel which he preached 
was not after man ; no more is it now, but bv the revelation of Jesus 
Christ. And when the Son of God was revealed in the apostle, he 
preached him ; but do not many of you professors and others preach the 
Son of God, before he be revealed in you ? * I live,' saith he, Gal ii. 20. 
« vet not I, now, but Christ liveth in me, mark, in me, and the life that I 
now live in the flesh, I live bv the faith of the Son of God, who hath 
loved me, and given himself for me.' 

Now this we testifv should be everv true christian's life. And GaL iii. 
13, &c. Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made 
a curse for us, that the blessing of Abraham might come upon the Gen- 
tiles throup^h Je-us Christ, that we might receive the promise of the spirit 
through faith. So then they, that be of faith, are blessed with faithful 
Abraham, which we witness, blessed be the Lord forever. 

But the scripture hath concluded all under sin, that the promise by 
the faith of Jesus Christ should be given to them that believe. The 
* law was the school-master to bring us to Christ, that we might be made 
righteous by faith, (mark, made righteous by faith,) for after that faith 
is come, we are no longer under a school-master. /. For ye are all the 
sons of God by faith in Christ Jesus. For all ye that are baptized into 
Christ, have put on Christ, (mark, put him on,) and baptized into Christ; 
this is his baptism with Arc and the Holy Ghostr who thoroughly pui^- 
eth the floor, and gathereth the wheat into his garner. ' But when the 
fulness of time was come, God sent forth his Son made of a woman, and 
made under the law, that he might redeem them which were under the 
law, that we might receive the adoption of his sons. And because ye 
are sons, God hath sent forth the spirit of his Son into your hearts, which 
crieth Abba Father.' GaL iv. 4. 

And the apostle tells the Galatians, he ' travelled in birth again, until 
Christ be formed in them.' And in Christ neither * circumcision nor un- 
circumcision availeth any thing, but faith that works by love, as GaL iv. 

And GaL vi. ' In Christ neither circumcision nor uncircumcision avail- 
eth any thing but a new creature.' And chap. v. * If ye are led by the 
spirit, ye are not under the law. And they that are Christ's, have cru- 
cified the flesh with the aflections and lusts:' and this we do believe and 
witness. 

But see, you professors, by what spirit you are led, you that talk so 
much of Christ, and see that your aflections and lusts are crucified. But 
is it not your principle that they shall not be crucified on this side the 
grave, who plead for sin and imperfection to the grave ? and Eph, i. 4, 
and so on : * God hath chosen us in him, (to wit, Christ,) before the foun- 
dation of the world, that we should be holy without blame before him 
in love, (mark, here is a new life, more than a bare profession,) by whom 
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vfe have redemption through his hlood, and the forgiveness of sins, ac^ 
cording to his mercies, that in the dispensation of the fulness of time he 
might gather together in one, all things, both which are in heaven, and 
nvhich are in earth, even in Christ. Wherein also after that you believed 
ye were sealed by the holy spirit of promise, which is the earnest of our 
inheritance, unto the redemption of the possession purchased, unto the 
praise of his glory. [Mark,] this seal, this belief and election we witness 
with the holy spirit, blessed be the Lord, forever. And the apostle 
prayed that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory might 
give unto them the spirit of wisdom and revelation through the know- 
ledge of him, (now this revelation ye professors deny,) that the samts 
might know what is the exceeding greatness of his power towards us 
that believe, according to the working of his mighty power, which he 
wrought in Christ, when he raised him from the dead, and set him at 
his right hand in heavenly places, far above all principalities and pow- 
ers, might and dominion, and every name that is named, not in this 
world only, but also in that which is to come ; and he hath made all 
things subject under his feet, and hath appointed him over all things to 
be the head of hb church, which is his body ; even the fulness of him 
that filleth all in all ; which we witness, glory be unto the Lord.' 

And Eph. ii. 5. * Even when we are dead by sins hath he quickened 
us together in Christ, by whose grace we are saved, and raised us up 
together, and made us to sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus : 
that he might shew in the ages to come the exceeding riches of his 
grace, through his kindness towards us in Christ Jesus. And this we do 
witness, that these ages are come, and that this loving kindness and 
riches are seen and felt, who are made to sit together in the heavenly 
places in Christ Jesus ; praised he his name, for ever.' 

* For by grace ye are saved,' saith the ajwstle, ' through faith, and not 
of ourselves, [mark,] it is the gift of God. P'or we are his workmanship, 
created in Christ Jesus unto good works,' which God hath ordained that 
we should walk in them, who were without God in the world, and had 
no hope, and without Christ, yet professing him like others. ' But now 
in Christ Jesus we, who were once afar olT, are made nigh by the blood 
of Christ, for he is our peace, which hath made of both one, and hath 
broken down the partition wall, in abrogating through his flesh the 
hatred, the law of commandments which standeth in ordinances,' for to 
make of twain one new man in himself. So making peace, that he might 
reconcile both unto God in one body, by his cross, and slay the hatred 
thereby, for through him we have an entrance unto the Father by one 
spirit; and are 'built upon the foundation of the prophets and the apos- 
tles, Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner-stone.' And to make 
clear unto all men what the fellowship of the mystery is, (and this is our 
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felIo^vship which wc m<ikc clear to all men,) which from the beginning 
' of the world li.itli been hid in God, who hath ' created all things by Jesus 
Christ,' Kj)h. iii. 1), that • Christ might dwell in your hearts by faith, that 
ye being rooted and grounded in love, might know the love of Christ, 
which passcth knowledge,' &c. be praise in the church by Christ Jesus 
throughout all generations, that witness this in Christ. Amen. 

And Kph. iv. * There is one body and spirit, even as ye are called into 
one hope of your v«>cation. There is one Lord, one faith, one baptism ; 
there is one God, and Father of all, who is above all and through all, and 
in you all. And Christ ascended on high, led captivity captive, and gave 
gifts unto men. And he that ascended what is it, but that he had also 
descended first into the lowest parts of the earth ; he that descended is 
even the same that ascended, far above all heavens, that he might 
fill all things,' (mark, fill all things.) that is he that gives gifts unto men 
for the work of the ministry, for the edifying the body of Christ, and this 
we believe and witness. 

Let us, therefore, follow the truth in all things, growing up in him, 
which is the head, even Christ. * For ve have not so learned Christ, to 
live wantonly, and in uncleanncss and greediness, if so be that ye have 
heard Christy and have been taught by him, (mark, by him,) as the truth 
is in Jesus, that ye cast off, concerning the conversation in times past, 
the old man, which is corrupt through the deceitful lusts.' So then ye 
professors must not plead for them, if they must be cast off; and * be re- 
newed in the spirit of your minds, and put on the new man, which is 
after God, created in righteousness and holiness. And grieve not the 
holy spirit of God by whom ye are sealed (said the apostle,) unto the 
day of redemption.' And now ye professors and others may say, how 
can we grieve it, when we do not look for such a spirit as the apostles 
had 1 * but let no man deceive vou with vain words, for the wrath oi 
God Cometh upon the children of disobedience. And no unclean person 
hath any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and of God.' And the 
apostle saith, ' be ye followers of God as dear children, and walk in love 
as Christ hath loved us, and hath given himself for us an offering and a 
sacrifice of a sweet smelling savour unto God. But fornication, unclean- 
ness, and covetou?ncss, let them not be once named among you as becometh 
saints ; neither filthiiicss nor foolish talking, nor jesting, which are things 
not comely, but rather giving of thanks.' Here ye see what a christian's 
lift' must bo, it is not an outward talk, as ye may see. Eph. v. 

And Eph, iv. 3X3. • Be ye courteous and tenderhearted one unto an- 
other, forgiving one another.' But tliis hath been wanting amongst you, 
that have professed yourselves christians, and made a great boast and 
talk of Christ, hut have persecuted tiie appearance and life of Christ in 
his people, for the fruits of the spirit are in all goodnessy righteousness, 



105 

and truth and love, &c. and these fruits are wanting amongst you pro- 
fessors, and others called christians. 

.\nd the apostle speaks of the great secret and mystery concerning 
Christ and the church, comparing them to husband and wife ; how he 
sanctifieth and cleanseth it by the washing of water through the word, 
that he might make it unto himself a glorious church, without spot or 
wrinkle, or any such thing, but that it should be holy and without blame. 
Mark, all ye that call yourselves gathered churches, see who is the head 
of them, and what spots and wrinkles are in them. But we cannot but 
give thanks for all things to God, even the Father, in the name of Jesua 
Christ the holy head, who makes his church holy. 

And Eph. vi. ' for we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against 
principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this 
world, against spiritual wickedness in high places.' And therefore, all true 
christians are to put on the armour of God, and the spiritual weapons, that 
they may stand against the assaults of the devil, to wit, the shield of faith, 
the helmet ofsalvation, and the sword of the spirit, which is the word of 
God, &c. And these weapons we own ; and may not all people see that 
those weapons have been wanting amongst you that profess yourselves 
christians, and not in the possession of the true christian's life? for had ye 
been in it, ye would have stood as the apostles and the rest of the saints 
and true christians did ; to make a profession of Christ when the sun 
shines, and when the storm comes then to shut up your doors. So how 
often have you taken leave of your God and Christ ? and he hath had 
no witness borne by you ; our desire is you may come to see yourselves, 
and your fallen state. And he that liath begun the good work in bis 
saints, will {>erform it unto the day of Christ : this we know, and the 
fellowship is in the gospel, that is in the power of God, not in the form 
without the power. 

And the apostle saith, ' God is my record how I long ailer you all from 
my very heart-root, or bowels in Christ Jesus (mark, ' in Christ Jesus,') 
that Christ may be magnified in my body, whether by life or death.' 
Here was a steadfast minister. For, Phil. I * Christ is to me both in life 
and death, advantage. Let your conversation, therefore, be as becomes 
the gospel of Christ, for unto you it is given not only to believe in Christ, 
but to suffer for his sake.' This we do witness, and it is fulfilled amongst 
us ; but ye professors see how your conversation is as becomes the gosj[)eI 
of Christ, ye that profess so much of it. Also, *let the same mind be in 
you (saith the apostle, PhiL I) that was even in Christ Jesus.' And 
i. Cor. ii. 16. ' but we have the mind of Christ,' which every true Chris- 
tian should witness. 

* Now Christ, who being in the form of God, thought it no robbery to 
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be equal with God, but he made himself of no reputation, and took on 
him the form of a servant, and was made like unto men, and was found 
in the shape as a man, [mark,] he humbled himself and became obedient 
to the death, even the death of the cros5. Wherefore, God halh highly 
exalted him, and given him a name above every name, that at the name 
of Jesus every knee should bow, both of things in heaven, and things in 
earth and under the earth, and that every tongue should confe«/ And 
this we, the people of God, called Quakers, do confess, that Jesus Christ 
is the Lord to the glory of God the Father. For it is God that worketh 
in you and in us, both the will and the deed of his good pleasure, that 
ye may be blameless and pure, and sons of God, without rebuke in the 
midst of a naughty and crooked generation ; amongst whom to shine as 
lights, holding fast the word of life, &.c, and tliis should be every true 
christian's duty and practice. 

And the apostle saith, ' for all seek their own things, and not the things 
of Christ Jesus.' And are not there too many such in our age, that pro- 
fess him, as was in the apostle's day, seeking their own things, PhlL ii. 
and not the things of Christ Jesus. And Phil, iii. he saith, ^ we are the 
circumcision which worship God in the spirit, and rejoice in Christ Jesus, 
and have no contidence in the flesh.* But in things that are * advantage 
unto me, the same I account loss for Christ's sake. Yea, doubtless, I 
think all things but loss, for the excellent knowledge sake of Jesus Christ 
my Lord, for whom 1 have accounted all things loss ; [mark,] have counted, 
and do judge them to be dung, that I may win Christ.' And this we 
witness, which should be every true christian's mind and duty. * That 
I may know Christ and the virtue of his resurrection, and the fellowship 
of his suilerings, and be made conformable to his death, that by any 
means I might attain to the resurrection of the dead.' Now this should 
be every true christian's mind, but here is a fellowship in the sutlcrings 
or afflictions, and to be made conformable to his death. Who will come 
into this fellowship, think ye now, of the letter-prolessors, that put conti- 
dence in their flesh, and plead for the old man, and the body of death 
and sin, as long as they live ? Such will not follow hard towards the mark 
of the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus, but rail at us, 
and persecute us that do. But many walk in their evil ways, that are 
' enemies to the cross of Christ, whose end is damnation, whose God is 
their belly, whose glory is their shame, who mind earthly things.' Such 
then might make a great profession of Christ, as such now do. ' But 
our conversation is in heaven,' saith the apostle, (mark, * is in heaven,') 
from whence also we look for the Saviour the Lord Jesus Christ.' And 
this we witness, where every true christian's conversation should be. 

* And Christ shall change,' saith the apostle, * this vile body, that it 
may be fashioned like his glorious body.' &c. Phil. iiL which we believe 
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in Christy wlio works this change, who is tlic resurrection and the life. 
And PhiL iv. the apostle saith, ' the peace of God which passeth all un- 
derstanding shall preserve your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus, (mark, 
in Christ Jesus,] and I am ahle to do all things through the help of Christ, 
which strengthencth me.' And in another phicc Christ saith, ' without 
me ye can do nothing/ Then they mu$t be in the same power and 
spirit the apostles were in. And the apostle saith, ' salute all the saints 
in Christ Jesus ;' so all the salutations that are out of him are worth 
nothing. 

And, * as every one has received the Lord Jesus Christ, so walk in him, 
rooted and built in him, and established in the faith.' Note, as they had 
received Christ Jesus, so they were to walk in him. So this is more 
than a profession of him without him, and a talking of him. And Col, 
ii. 6, 8. ^ beware least any mem spoil you through pliilosophy [mark, 
philosophy,] and vain deceit, and through the traditions of men, accord- 
ing to the rudiments of the world, and not afler Christ.' Mark, these 
are not after Christ : but how comes this philosophy and vain deceit to 
be set up now ] 

And the apostle exhorts the saints that their hearts might be com- 
forted, and knit tc^ether in love, and in all riches of the ' full assurance 
of understanding, (observe, * full assurance,' while ye professors, contrary 
to the apostles, say, that none can have any assurance here,) ' and to 
know the mystery of God even of the Father and of Christ ; in whom 
are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. For in him dwelleth 
all the fulness of the Godhead bodily. And ye are complete in him, 
[mark,] in him, (to wit, Christ,) which is the head of all principalities and 
powers ; in whom also ye are circumcised (to wit, in Christ,) with the 
circumcision made without hands, by putting off the sinful body of the 
flesh, (or body of the sins of the flesh) through the circumcision of Christ' 
Mark, * putting off the sinful body of the flesh.' Now ye professors are 
of another belief, who deny the putting off of the sinful body of the 
flesh, as long as ye live ; and deny the circumcision of Christ, which we 
witness. Colos. ii. 11. 

• And in that ye are buried with him,' saith the apostle, * through bap- 
tbm, (mark, * are buried with him') in whom ye are also raised up to- 
gether, [mark, * are raised up'] through the faith of the operation of 
God, which raised him from the dead,' to wit, Christ * For ye which 
were dead in sins and in the uncircumcision of your flesh, hath he quick- 
ened together with him [to wit, Christ,] forgiving you all your trespasses.' 
And this we witness; but ye that plead for your body of sin, while ye 
live, and your uncircumcision, are yet dead in your sins, and the uncir- 
cumcision of your flesh, and not quickened, and so may make a profes- 
sion of God and Christ, like the pharisces. But Christ had * blotted out 
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the handwriting of ordinances, and took them out of the way/ and 80 
* fastened tlicm to the cross, and hath spoiled principalities and powers, 
and triumphed over them in the same cross.' This is Christ whom we 
do believe in and witness. 

And the apostle saith, ' let no man condenm you in meats nor drinks, 
nor holy days, nor sabbath-days, nor new moons, etc. which are but 
shadows of things to come, but the body is of Christ.' And we are to hold 
the * head Christ, whereof the body is furnished and knit together by 
joints and bands, and increased with the increase of God.' And * if ye 
be de«id with Christ from the ordinances, (or rudiments,) of the world, 
touch not, taste not, handle not, which all peri.4i with the using, after the 
commandments and doctrines of men.' So they that arc dead with 
Christ, cannot touch, but they that are not dead with Clirist, touch per- 
ishing things, as ye may road. CoL ii. And Col. i. 13, to 20. * Who hath 
delivered us,' speaking of Christ, * from the power of darkness, and hath 
translated us into the kingdom of his dear Son, (mark, into the kingdom 
of his dear Son,) in whom we have redemption through his blood, and 
the forgiveness of sins. Who is the image of the invisible God, the first 
born of every creature. For by him were all things created, which are 
in heaven, and which are in earth, things visible, and invisible, whether 
thrones or dominions, or principalities or powers, all things were created 
by him and for him,' to wit, Christ, [mark,] *• and he is before all things, 
and in him all things consist. He is the head of the body, of the church, 
he is the beginning and the first born from the dead, that in all things he 
might have the pre-eminency. For it pleased the Father that in him 
all fulness should dwell, and by him to reconcile all things unto himself, 
to set at peace through the blood of his cross both the things in heaven, 
and the things in earth.' And this blessed confession and testimony we 
own of Christ 

And Rom, ix. 5, 6lc, the apostle speaking of the fathers, * of whom,' 
saith he, ' as concerning the flesh Christ came, who is God over all, blessed 
forever, amen.' And tliis was the apostle's doctrine to the church then, 
who saith, *Isay the truth in Christ and lie not, my conscience bearing 
me witness in the Holy Ghost' [Mark,] in Christ, and in the Holy 
Ghost ; which should be every true confessor of Christ his testimony, 
which we do witness, both as to his flesh, and as he was God. 

And Col. i. 2], to the end, *and you which were in times passed stran- 
gers and enemies, because your minds were set in evil works, [mark,] 
hath he now also reconciled in the body of his flesh, through death, to 
make you holy and unblameable, without fault in hb sight ;' for evil 
works make people strangers to him ; so you may see it is not a profes- 
sion of Christ's death and body only, but ye must be made holy and un- 
blameable, and without fault in his sight 'For Christ which is the 
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in3rster7 hid since the world began, from ages, but now is made manifest 
to his saints,' glory to God forever, * to whom God would make known, 
what is the riches of this glorious mystery among the Gentiles, which 
is Christ in you the hope of glory.' And this mystery we are witnesses 
of, blessed be the Lord forever. 

' Whom we preach, admonishing every man, and teaching every man 
in all wisdom, that we may present every man perfect in Christ Jesus.' 
Mark, perfect in Christ Jesus ; this is a contrary doctrine to you that 
present people with a body of death and sin to the grave, and say there 
is no perfection to be attained here. 

And the apostle saith to the church, CoL iii. 2. * set your affections on 
things that are above, [mark,] and not on things which are on the earth,' 
this we believe should be the practice of all true christians. 

* For ye are dead, and your life is hid with Christ in God, and when 
Christ which is our life shall appear, then shall ye also appear with him 
in glory.' CoL iii. 3, 4. And this we are witnesses of, as the apostle was, 
and it is Jesus Christ who delivers us from the wrath to come, and who 
is raised from tlie dead, and our peace is from God the Father, and our 
Lord Jesus Christ. For Christ Jesus saith, * in me ye have peace, but 
in the world trouble.' And this we do experience, and this all witness 
that are risen with Christ, who seek those things that are above, where 
Christ sitteth at the right hand of God. And 1 Thes. ii. 12. the apostle 
exhorts the church : * that ye walk worthy of God who hath called you 
to his kingdom and glory.' Now this we declare should be every true 
christian's walk, and not talk only : and not like the professing Jews, 
who both killed the Lord Jasus, and their own prophets, and persecuted 
the apostles, as you professors have, and do us. 

And 1 7'hes, iii. 11. the apostle saith, *now God himself and our Fa- 
ther and our J-iord Jesus Christ guide our journey unto you.' So here 
it is seen who was and is the true christian's guide. And 1 Thcs, v. 5, 9, 
10. * ye are all children of the light and of tiie day, we are not of the 
night, neither of darkness.' Mark this testimony, are children of the 
day, and of the light, and are not of the darkness, nor of the night. 
*For God hath not appointed us unto wrath, but to obtain salvation, by 
the means of our l^ord Jesus Christ, who died for us. Whether we 
wake or sleep, we should live tc^ether with him.' So not only to talk, 
but to live; which we are witnesses of. 

And the apostle saith, * now the very God of peace sanctify you 
throughout. And I pray God that your whole spirit, and soul, and 
body may be kept blameless, [mark, blameless,] unto the coming of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, who will come in flaming fire, rendering vengeance 
unto all them that do not know God, and obey not the gospel of our 
Lord Jtsus Christ.' Therefore, the name of our Lord Jesus Christ is to 
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be glorified in all his saints, according to the grace of our God, and our 
Lord Jesus Christ : as 2 Thcs. i. may be seen. And 2 Thes. ii. 13. * be- 
cause that (lod hath from the beginning chosen you to salvation through 
the sanctilication of the spirit, and the faith of truth.' Mark, from the 
bcirinnin^ chosen you to salvation through sanctification of the spirit, not 
of the letter. And therefore, take heed, ye professors, least that saying 
come upon you, that *- God shall send them strong delusions, that they 
should believe lies ;' that all those mijiht be damned that believe not the 
truth, but take pleasure in unrighteousness, lies, and false reports, which 
ye have been full of atrainst us, (God's people, called (Quakers,) as by 
large experience wc witness. 

And 1 yVw. i. IT), * this is a true and faithful saying, and by all means 
worthy to be received, that Jesus Christ came into the world to save 
sinners, of whom I am chief,' saith J*aul, 'notwithstanding for this cause 
I was received to merry, that Jesus Christ should lirst show on me all 
long sulleriiig, unto the example of them which shall in time to come 
believe in him unto eternal life.' And this now we the believers do wit- 
ness, and many can say this in truth, as he did ; yea, who have been 
persecutors of Jesus, as he was in his people, and yet professors. * But 
now unto the king immortal, invisible, unto God only wise, be honour 
and glory forever and ever. Amen.' 1 Ivn. xv. 17. 

And C^hrist would have ' all men,* saith the apostle, * to be saved, and 
come to the knowledge of the truth.' (Mark, all men to be saved.) 2 Tim. 
iv. etc. And therefore are •prayers and intercessions and giving of 
thanks to be made for all men, for kings, and all that are in authority, 
etc. For there is one God and one Mediator betwixt God and man, which 
is the man Christ Jesus :' mark, the man Christ Jesus is the Mediator 
betwixt God and man, Christ, who is the heavenly man. For the apos- 
tle doth not call him humane, or humane body ; he did not give him 
that by-name, as the professors do, who call him humane body, and 
humane; as they give us the people of God, the nickname of Quakers. 
And the apostles say, he is the * second man, the Lord from heaven, 
the man Christ Jesu<? ;' and calls his body * a glorious body,' and not 
humane, as the professors do, who say the scripture is their rule, and 
yet give Christ's glorious body a by-name, which they have no rule for. 
* And Christ Jesus who gave himself a ransom for all, to be testified in 
due time, tasted death for all.' Therefore, all must be prayed for. 

So when * we were enemies wg were reconciled to God by the death 
of his son, as Kom, v. and 1 7Vwi. ii. * Who gave himself a ransom for ull 
to be testified in due time.' So this due time is witnessed by many, for 
it was not testified to Paul, until after he was risen, and the Son of God 
revealed in him, and so it is known now by revelation ; and by revela- 
tion Christ Jesus and his glorious body is discerned. ' For,' saith Christ, 
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' flesh and blood hath not revealed this unto thee,' that is, concerning 
Christ's being the Son of God, * but my Father which is in heaven,' who 
is known by revelation now, as then. And the * church of the living God,' 
which Christ is the head of, and the * pillar and ground of trutli.' 1 Tim. 
iii. 16. * And without controversy great is the mystery of godliness, 
which is God manifest in the flesh, justified in the spirit, seen of angels, 
preached unto the Gentiles, believed on in the world, and received up 
into glory.' Now we are the believers of this, who believe in his light, 
in which he is seen and manifest ; and are members of this church, 
whereof Christ is the head. 

And 1 Tmi. iv. 9, 1 0. ' This is a true saying, and by all means worthy 
to be received ; we labour and are rebuked, because we trust in the liv- 
ing God, which is the Saviour of all men, and especially of those that 
believe.' And this we have received, and would have all others to do. 
* These things,' saith the apostle, ' command and teach.' And this the 
apostle gave in charge to Timothy, * before God and Christ, and the elect 
angels,' that he should observe those things, as 1 Tim. v. 21. And 2 Tim. 
L 9, ' be not ashamed of the testimony of our Lord Jesus, who hath saved 
us, and called us to an holy calling, not according to our works, but 
according to his own purpose and grace which was given to us in Christ 
Jesus, before the world began ; but it is now made manifest by the 
appearing of our Saviour Jesus Christ, who hath abolished death, and 
hath brought life and immortality to light through the gospel.' Mark, 
this we witness, and are not ashamed of our testimony of this, and of our 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ : ' for,' as the apostle saith, ' I am not 
ashamed, for I know in whom I have believed.' 2. Tim. i. 8, 9, 12. And 
2 Tim. iL 8, * remember that Jesus Christ, of the seed of David, was 
raised again from the dead, according to my gospel.' And John vii. 42, 
' saith not the scripture that Christ shall come of the seed of David, and 
out of the town of Bethlehem V and this Christ did fulfil in his coming 
accordingly, of whom we are witnesses. 

And the apostle saith, • every one that calls on the name of Christ,' or 
nameth his name, ^ let him depart from iniquity.' 2 Tim. ii. 19. And 
2 Tim. iii. he exhorts the church thus : * they that have the form of god- 
liness, and not the power, from such turn away.' For they that have 
not the power, have not the gospel, nor the cross of Christ, the power of 
God ; neither have they Christ, who is the power of God, though they 
may have the form of godliness, and the form of the prophets' and apos- 
tles' words ; yet may be false accusers, fierce despisers of them that are 
good, &c. * And all that will live godly in Christ Jesus, shall suffer per- 
secution,' (mark, all that in Christ Jesus will live godly, shall sufier per- 
secution,) as we have found it by the ungodly professors and talkers of 
Christ Jesus, that live out of him, though they have the form of godli- 
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11688, yet deny the power thereof. And 77f. i. the apostle saith * to my 
own son according to the common faith :' grace, mercy and peace from 
God the Father, and the Ix)rd Jesus Christ our Saviour. (Mark,) accord- 
ing to the common faith, grace, &c. 

And Tit. ii. 11, *for the grace of God that brings salvation unto all 
men hath appeared, (mark, which brings salvation, this grace of God 
brings salvation,) and tcacheth us (mark, us the church, the saints, and 
believers, true christians,) that denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we 
should live soberly, righteously and godly in this present world, looking 
for the blessed hope, and the appearing of the glory of the mighty God, 
and of our Saviour Jesus Christ, who gave himself for us, that he might 
redeem us from all iniquity, [mark,] and purge us to be a peculiar peo- 
ple unto himself, zealous of good works.' And this is our teacher, the 
grace of God that iiath brought us salvation, which brings us to believe 
and witness these things : but there were such in the apostles' days 
tJiat professed they knew God, but by their works denied him, and 
were abominable and disobedient, and ' unto every gooil work reprobate.' 
TiL L 10. And have we not many such professors now, that say they 
know God and Christ, but by their works deny him, and are abominable 
and disobedient. 

* But when the bountifulness and love of God our Saviour towards 
man appeared, not by the works of righteousness which we have done, 
but according to his mercy he saved us, by the washing of regeneration.' 
This should every professed christian witness ; they must know this new 
birth; so it is not a talk of Christ without, and uncleanliness within, but 
*by the renewing of the Holy Ghost which he hath shed on us abund- 
antly through Jesus Christ our Saviour,' (here is a confession with a wit- 
ness) * that we being justified by grace (that grace that teaches us, and 
brings us salvation) should be made heirs according to the hope of eternal 
life.' Tit. iii. 5, 6, 7. And Hcb. i. 1. * At sundry times and after divers 
manners God spake unto the fathers by the prophets, but in these last 
days he has spoken unto us by his Son, whom he hath made heir of all 
things, by whom also he hath made the worlds.' Mark, the worlds were 
made by the Son of God, and God was Adam's and Eve's teacher in 
paradise ; and now the same hath spoken unto us by his Son, by whom 
the worlds were made. So he is the Quaker's first speaker, and is the 
last, the Son of God, being the brightness of his Father's glory, and the 
express image of his substance ; * and upholding all things by his mighty 
word and power, hath by himself purged our sins, and is set at the right 
Iiand of the Majesty in the highest places, and is made more excellent 
than the angels, having obtained a more excellent name than they. For 
unto which of his angels said he at any time, thou art my Son, this day 
have I begotten thee? and again, I will be his Father, and he shall be 
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mj Son. And again when he bringeth his first begotten Son into the 
world, let all the angels worship him, but unto the Son he saith, O God, 
thy throne is forever, the sceptre of thy kingdom is a sceptre of righte- 
ousness, for thou hjist loved righteousness, and hated iniquity. There- 
fore, to profess Christ, and live in iniquity, this is an abomination to the 
Lord, and he will bid such depart from him.' 

* Wherefore, God, even thy God hath anointed thee with the oil of 
gladness above thy fellows. For thou, Lord, in the beginning hath 
established the heavens, and the earth is the work of thy hands. And 
in Heb, ii. to ver. 10. ' For if the word spoken by angels was steadfast, 
(mark, ' steadfast,') and every transgression and disobedience received a 
just recompense of reward, how should we escape, if we neglect so great 
salvation ? which at the first began to be spoken by the Lord, and 
was confirmed unto us by them that heard him,' (to wit, Christ,) * God 
bearing them witness both with signs and wonders, and divers mira- 
cles, and gifts of the Holy Ghost, according to his own will/ (not 
the wills of men) for he hath not put in subjection unto the angels 
the world to come, whereof we speak ; and ' thou madcst him a little 
lower than the angels, and thou crowncdst him with glory and honour, 
and didst set him over the works of thy hands,* 6lc. But thou hast put 
all things in subjection under his feet, and in that he put all things in 
subjection under him, he left nothing that should not be subject to him; 
but we see not yet all things subdued unto him, but we see Jesus crowned 
with glory and honor, who was made a little inferior to the angels, 
through the suffering of death, that by God*s grace he might taste death 
for all men (mark, * for all men :' so here he makes no sect,) and this 
Jesus we see, who is our Saviour, and the author and finisher of our 
faith. And it became him for whom are all things, and by whom are 
all things, seeing that he brought many children to glory, that he should 
consecrate the prince of their salvation through sufTerings and afflictions, 
for he that sanctifieth and they that are sanctified are all of one. 
Wherefore he is not ashamed to call them brethren : for as much then 
as the children were partakers of flesh and blood, he also himself (to wit, 
Christ,) likewise took part with them, that he might destroy through 
death, him that had the power of death, that is the devil, that he might 
deliver all them, which for fear of death, were all their lifetime subject 
to bondage.' Here is a blessed deliverer, which thousands do witness; 
and how dare ye professors or others give the apostle and the scripture 
the lie, and say Christ did not taste death for every man, but for the 

world of believers only ? see Heb. ii. 9. 

' And he took not upon him the nature of angels, but of the seed of 

Abraham, wherefore in all things it became him (to wit, Christ,) to be 

made like unto his brethren, that he might be a merciful and a (kithful 

Vol. v.— 15 
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high priest, in things concerning God, that he might make reconcilia- 
tion for the sins of the peo])le.' For in that he suflered and was tempted, 
he is ahle to succour them that arc tempted. Now this is the high 
priest of our profession, Jesus Christ, in whom we do faithfully believe, 
according as it is written. HcL ii. 3. 

And we cannot confess concerning Christ's birth, his body, sufTeriiTgs, 
death and resurrection, in any better terms, than the holy men have 
done that gave forth the scriptures, as they were moved of the Holy 
Ghost ; and therefore we cannot but deny those terms and nicknames, 
which ye professors put upon Christ, that arc not in the scriptures, and 
who also deny the receiving of the Holy Ghost, or waiting for its revela- 
tion in this age. For Christ the Son of God * is over his own house,' as 
the apostle saith, • whose house we are, <tc. wherefore,' as the Holy 
Ghostsaith, 'to-day if ye will hear his voice, harden not your hearts.' (Note, 
they that will not hear the voice of Christ, do harden their hearts,) 
therefore his voice, who speaks from heaven now a-days, is to be heard 
by all the true believers in his light ; and to-day they must hear it, not 
putting off till to-morrow, if they will hear what the Holy Ghost saith. 

' And,' as God saith, * this is my beloved son, hear ye him ;' and as 
Christ saith, * learn of me ;' which is every believer's duty. Ileb. iv. 14. 
'Seeing then we have a great high priest, which is entered into heaven, 
even Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our profession without waver- 
ing.' Ihb. X. 23. This is our profession, which we have held fast, and 
declared to professors of the scripture without the possession ; though for 
60 doing we have been persecuted by them. * For we have not an high 
priest, which cannot be touched, with the feeling of our infirmities, but 
was in all things tempted in like sort, yet without sin. Let us therefore 
go boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy, and 
And grace to help in time of need.' And we can go boldly to the throne 
of gracci through the grace that hath appeared unto us, which teacheth 
us, and brings us salvation. For the word of God is lively and mighty in 
operation, and ' sharper than any two-edged sword,' d:c. And in ano- 
ther place it is said, ' the letter killeth, but the spirit giveth life.' So 
here is a clear difference betwixt the word and the letter, as may be 
seen, Heb. iv. 12. and betwixt the letter and the spirit, the one killeth, 
and the other giveth life. 2 Cor. ui 6. 

And Heb. v. Christ ' took not to himself this honour to be made an 
high priest, but he that said unto him, [mark,] thou art my Son, this 
day have I begotten thee. Thou art a priest for ever after the order 
of Melchizedek, which in the days of his flesh did oiler prayers and sup- 
plications, with strong cries and tears, unto him that was able to save him 
from death, and was also heard, in that he feared, though he was the Son, 
yet learned he obedience by the things which he suffered. And being 
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consecrated was made the author of eternal salvation unto all them that 
obey him.* [Mark, obey him,] and this, we that obey, do faithfully 
believe of him, as Heb. v. And Hcb. vi. 18, 19. there we are toehold 
fast the hope that is set before us, which we have as an anchor of the 
soul both sure and steadfast, and it entereth into that which is within 
the veil ; [mark, this hope doth,] where the forerunner is for us entered, 
even Jesus, that is made an high priest forever after the order of Mel- 
chizedek.' 

' For the law made men high priests, which have infirmities, but the 
word of the oath (that is since the law,) maketh the Son of God, who is 
consecrated forever more. And the law made nothing perfect, but the 
bringing in a better hope did, whereby we draw nigh unto God, and 
this hope is Christ, by which we come unto God. And Christ Jesus is 
made a surety of a better testament, and he is able also perfectly to 
save them, that come unto God by him, seeing he ever liveth to make 
intercession for them, [mark,] and such an high priest became us to have, 
which is holy, harmless, undefiled, separated from sinners, and made 
higher than the heavens.' [Mark,] this is the priest Christ Jesus which 
we own and believe in, and bear witness to, ' which needs not daily, as 
those high priests to oiler up sacrifice, first for the people, and then fi>r 
themselves, for that he did once, when he offered up himself.' Heb, vii. &c« 

'Now concerning the things which we have spoken, this is the sum, 
that we have such an high priest sitting at the right hand of the throne 
of the Majesty in heaven, who is a minister of the sanctuary, and of the 
true tcibernacic, which the Lord hath pitched, and not man.' And 
every true christian must know this tabernacle and this sanctuary, which 
the Lord hath pitched, and not man ; which Christ is the minister of, 
who is at the right hand of God ; this will keep their minds above every 
sanctuary and tabernacle that man hath pitched. 

* For as the high priests were ordained to offer gifts and sacrifices, 
wherefore it was necessary that this man Christ should have also some- 
thing to ofier, who offered up himself, and ended their offerings, but our 
high priest hath obtained a more excellent office, than the priests under 
the law ; inasmuch as he is the Mediator of a better testament, which 
is established upon better promises.' For this is the new covenant or tes- 
tament, ' I will write my laws in their hearts, and put them in their 
minds, and I will be their God, and they shall be my people.' So they 
are called God's people and the children of the New Testament and 
new covenant, in whose hearts God has written his law, and put it into 
their minds. ' And they shall not teach every man his neighbour, and 
every man his brother, saying, know the Lord, for they shall all know 
me from the least unto the greatest of them. For I will be merciful 
unto their unrighteousness, and I will remember their sins and iniquities 
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no more.' HA. viii. And this new covenant and testament we do wit- 
ness, blessed be the Lord forever ; and the Lord God writes this law in 
our hearts, and puts it into our nninds, that we may read it there, and do 
it, which is every true christian's duty to believe and do. 

• For Christ being come an high priest of good things to come, by a 
greater and more perfect tabernacle not made with hands, that is not of 
this building, for the service of the first tabernacle stood in meats and 
drinks, and divers wa!?hings and carnal ordinances, until the time of refor- 
mation,' that is by Christ, ' who neither by the blood of goats and calves, 
but by hisov.'n blood entered he in once into the holy place, and obtained 
eternal redemption for us :' and this we do witness. ' For if the blood 
of bulls and goats, and the ashes of an heifer, sprinkled them that were 
unclean, sanctify as touching the purifying of the flesh ; how much more 
shall the blood of Christ, which through the cterjial spirit offered him- 
self without spot to God, purify the conscience from dead works, to serve 
the living God V [mark, to serve the living God,] and not only to talk of 
the living God. 

* For this cause- he i? the Mediator of the New Testament, that through 
death which was for the redemption of transgression, that were in the 
former testament, they which were called might receive the promise of 
eternal inheritance. And we which are called can bless the Lord for 
this eternal inheritance, and redemption and mediation ; and the first 
testament was not ordained without blood, for Christ is not entered into 
the holy places that are made with hands, which are similitudes of 
heavenly things ; but he is entered in the very heaven, to appear now 
in the sight of God for us : not that he offers up himself often, as the 
high priests enter into the holy place with the blood of others, for then 
must he have often suffered since the foundation of the world. But now 
in the end of the world hath he appeared, [mark, the end of the world,] 
once to put away sin by the sacrifice of himself: so was Christ once 
offered to take away the sins of many. And unto them that look for 
him, shall he appear the second time without sin unto salvation.' //e6. 
ix. And this we believe, and blessed are they whose eyes see this, and 
receive Christ Jesus, according to his promise, who said, after he was 
risen, he would • come and dwell in them,' to wit, in his believers. 

Again, Heb. x. < for it was impossible that the blood of bulls and goats 
should take away sins, wherefore when he cometh into the world,' 
meaning Christ, ' he saith, sacrifice and offerings thou wouldst not, but a 
body hast thou prepared me.' Here is Christ by whom the world was 
made, and his body, which took not upon him the nature of angels, but 
the seed of Abraham. For then I said, '- in the volume of thy book,' as 
it is written of me, that I should ' do thy will O God; lo, I come to do 
thy will, O God, to take away the first that he may establish the second- 
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covenant, by the which will, we are sanctified/ [mark,] are sanctified, ^hf 
the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.' And this man 
Christ Jesus after he had offered up one sacrifice for sins, ' sitteth down 
forever at the right hand of God,' mark, at the rigfct hand ; which is 
not usual for a father to set his son at his right hand, ' from henceforth 
expecting,' to wit, at the right hand, ' till his enemies be made his foot- 
stool,' and as it is said, ' shall remain in the heavens till all things be re- 
stored :' who is restoring by his faith, grace, power and spirit, and his true 
believers and disciples feed of his flesh, and drink of his blood, which is 
meat indeed, and which is their heavenly food. 

For by one offering hath he perfected forever them that are sancti- 
fied, (mark, them that are sanctified.) So they must be sanctified, which 
is more than an outward profession, before they are perfected. And, 
mark ye professors, are ye sanctified and perfected forever by the offer- 
ing of Christ? [mark, /ire ye perfected?] but can that be, seeing ye deny 
perfection here on this side the grave ^ ueing therefore, brethren by 
the blood of Jesus we may be bold to enter into the holy place, by the 
new and living way, which he hath prepared for us,' true christians, 
* through the veil of his flesh.' [Mark his flesh,] • and seeing we have an 
high priest, that is over the house of God, let us draw near with a true 
heart in assurance of faith, sprinkled in our hearts from an evil con- 
science, washed in our bodies with pure water, keeping the profession of 
our hope without wavering; [mark,] for he is faithful that hath promised.* 
Now this every true christian is to hold and believe without wavering, 
and we are witnesses of it. Now ye professors without possession, that 
make such a noise with your mouths, and a talk of Christ without you, 
are your hearts sprinkled ? look into your hearts, consciences, and bodies, 
whether ye feel this sprinkling and this washing with pure water, for 
there was the blood of bulls and goats, which was offered up in the Old 
Testament : but Christ's blood is the blood of the new covenant There- 
fore, take heed of trampling the blood of the new covenant under your 
feet, wherewith the true believers are sanctified, for vengeance is God's, 
and he will repay it ; and it is a < fearful thing to fall into the hands of 
the ever-living God.' 

* And the just shall live by faith,' and will not cast off their confidence, 
but if any draw back, God's soul hath no pleasure in them : and ye may 
see the faith of the elders, and of Enoch, Abel, and of Abraham, and 
these by faith sought a country that is heavenly, wherefore God is not 
ashamed to be called their God, for he hath prepared a city for them ; 
and such went under mockings, stonings, scourgings and imprisonings ; 
and wandered up and down in sheep's skins and goat's skins, destitute, 
afflicted and tormented, of whom the world was not worthy, neither is 
it now indeed, of those that are in this mystery of faith, held in a pure 
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tdDBcience : and they wandered in wildernesses, mountains and dens^ and 
caves of the earth. And all these through faitli received a good report, 
and received not the promise, God providing a better thing for us, that 
they without us should not be made perfect ; for we arc all one body 
tc^cther, who are of this faith, as lid), xi. And now see if ye profes- 
sors have not been the stoners, afflicters, mockers and imprisoners of the 
faithful. 

' Wherefore let us also, seeing we are compassed about with such a 
great cloud of witnesses, cast away every thing that presses down, and 
the sin that hangethso fast on/ [mark,] cast oiTthe sin, not plead for sia 
and the body of death, during life, ' but let us run with patience the 
race that is set before us, looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of 
our faith :' [mark,] he is the author and finisher ; so it is no true faith, 
which he hath not been the author of, and this is the faith which work- 
eth by love. * And Christ, who for the joy that was set before him, 
endured the cross, and despised the shame, and is set at the right hand 
of the throne of God.' G>nsider, therefore, him that * endureth such 
contradiction, against him for sinners, least ye be weary and faint in 
your minds. Follow peace with all men, and holiness, without which 
no man shall sec the Lord.' Therefore, never expect ye professors to 
Bee the Lord, whilst ye plead for your body of sin and death, which is 
unholy to the grave. Heb. xii. 

And further the apostle saith to the saints, ' ye are come to Mount 
Zion, the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to the 
innumerable company of angels, and to the church of the first bom, 
which is written in heaven/ mark, written in heaven ; not a church or 
list of members written in a book, * ye are come to the judge of all, and 
the spirits of just men made perfect ; (but are not your ears stopped 
against perfection, ye professors? and of hearing, and talking of the 
spirits of those just men made perfect, [mark,] just men made perfect, 
and your eyes blinded that ye can see no such,) and ye are come to Jesus 
the mediator of the New Testament, (saith the apostle,) that speaketh 
better things than that of Abel.' And therefore, we are not to turn 
away from him that speaks from heaven, whose voice shakes the heavens 
and the earth, that that may appear, which cannot be shaken. Heb. xiL 
&c. and xviii. xxviii. 

And Heb. xiii. * let vour conversation be without covetousness, and be 
content with such things as ye have. For the Lord saith, * I will never 
leave thee nor forsake thee.' So that we may boldly say, mark boldly 
say, < the Lord is my hol[)er, neither will I fear what man can do unto 
me.' And Christ Jesus is the same yesterday, and to-day, and forever. 
[Mark,] he is the same in his offices in his church ; he is the same head 
of his church, and mediator and prophet to teach, and shepherd to feed. 
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and bishop to oversee, yea, even Jesus ; that he might aanctiry the peo« 
pie with his own blood, who suffered without the gate : (mark, what 
gate ?) without the gates at Jerusalem. Let us, therefore, go out of the 
camp, bearing this reproach, let us, tlierefore, by him, to wit, Christ, 
ofier the sacrifice of praise always to God, that is, the fruits of our lips, 
which confess his name, and we can do no other who are the true chris- 
tians, who do believe and confess to his name. 

' And the God of peace that brought again from the dead our Lord 
Jesus the great Shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the ever- 
lasting covenant, made perfect in every good work to do his will,' &c. 
And this can we and all the true sheep witness ; and it is he that makes 
us perfect in all good works to do his will, working in us that which is 
pleasing in his sight through Jesus Christ, to whom be praise for ever 
and ever. Amen. 

And Jam, i. ^ If any man lack wisdom, let him ask of God, which 
giveth to every man liberally, and upbraideth no man,' &c. And God 
hath promised the crown of life to all that love. ^ And every good and 
perfect gift is from above, and cometh down from the Father of lights, 
with whom is no variableness nor shadow of turning.' And • of his own 
good will begat he us with the word of truth ;' not with the letter, that 
killeth, but the spirit that giveth life ; ' that we should be as the first 
fruits of his creatures.' For every one is to receive with meekness the 
word which is grafted in them, * which is able to save the soul. For if 
ye be hearers of the word only and not doers, ye deceive your own 
selves.' Therefore, all ye that hear this ingrafted word, which is nigh 
in the heart and mouth, and do it not, ye are the deceivers of your own 
selves. 

And take heed of the vain religion, the unbridled tongue. * For if any 
man among you seems fo be religious, and bridleth not his tongue, he 
deceiveth his own heart.' So he is a heart-deceiver that bridleth not his 
tongue, and his religion is vain, though he may make a profession of the 
prophets* and apostles' words. * For pure religion and undefiled before 
God the Father is this, to visit the fatherless and widow in their adver- 
sity, and to keep thyself unspotted of the world.' So this religion is 
practised. Now who will be of this pure religion, beside the people of 
God, called Quakers, and the church in the primitive times ? not ye that 
plead for a body of sin and death to the grave, which spots you, and 
keeps you defiled. 

And we are * not to hold the faith of our Lord Jesus Clirist with respect 

of persons, because of gold rings, gaudy apparel, or gay clothing,' for it 

is forbidden, as Jos, ii. And faith, if it hath no works, is dead in itself; 

*fbr as the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without works isTdead 

^also.* So these are not the works of the law which the apostle speaks 
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of, but the worka of faith, which Christ is the author of, whose faith 
works hj love. And take heed of that ' unruly member, the tongue, for 
therewith bless we God, even the Father, and therewith curse we men, 
who are made after the similitude of God.' By this God's works are 
cursed. Is it not so, ye professors ? mind it : do not ye bless God, and 
curse men ? ^ but who is a wise man and endued with knowledge among 
you, let him shew by good conversation,' (mark, good conversation,) this 
is the wise man, his works are in meekness of wisdom. What wisdom f 
not that which is below, which is earthly, sensual, and devilish, envy, 
strife, and all manner of wicked works, <tc. 

*The wisdom that is from above, is pure, pcacccible, gentle, and easy 
to be entreated, full of mercy and good works,' &c. Jam. iii. (Mark, ye 
professors, here are fruits of possession,) * whosoever, therefore, will be a 
friend of this world, biaketh himself the enemy of God. And the spirit 
that dwelleth in man, lusteth after envy : and ' he that hath no power 
over his own spirit, is like a city whose walls are broken down.' There- 
fore look, ye professors, whether your walls are not broken down, that 
have no power over your own hearts ; for the power is walls : and all 
ye that hold a profession in your own spirits, and have not the power 
over them, your city walls are broken down, Jam. iv. Prov. xxv. 28, * ye 
have lived in pleasures on the earth, and in wantonness, and have nour- 
ished your hearts as in a day of slaughter. Ye have condemned the just, 
and he hath not resisted you.' Therefore, consider this, all ye wanton pro- 
fessors, that live in pleasure, that have nourished your hearts as in a day 
of slaughter, and condemned and killed the just, pharisee like. Is not 
this the birth that is not born of the spirit, but of the flesh ? Jam. v. and 
the apostle James commands, in his general epistle to the church, * not 
to swear at all,' but keep to yea and nay, (but ye throw the command 
both of Christ and the apostle aside, and command people to swear.) 
Matt. V. Jam. v. 

Peter also writes to the elect, 1 Pet. i. ' according to the foreknow- 
ledge of God the Father unto the sanctification of the spirit, through 
obedience and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ,' [mark,] the sancti- 
fication and obedience, and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus. This is 
profession, and is more than talk. Blessed be God, even the Father of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, which, * according to his abundant mercy hath 
begotten us again: (mark, hath begotten us again,) unto a lively hope 
by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, to an inheritance 
immortal and undefiled, (mark,) that fadeth not away, reserved in hea- 
ven for you, all God's true believers, which are kept by the power of 
Grod through faith unto salvation, receiving the end of your faith, .the 
salvation of your souls.' Here is the saint's keeper, the power of Grod. 
And the apostle saith, 1 Pet. I 12, * the gospel by the Holy Ghost sent 
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down from heaven.' So this is according to the apostle, and the gospel 
is the power of God, which they had not received of man, nor by man, 
but of Jesus Christ. GaL i. 1 1, * Wherefore gird up the loins of your minds, 
and be sober ;' and trust perfectly on the grace that is brought unto you 
by the revelation of Jesus Christ. 

Now ye professors, that deny revelation, ye deny that which brings 
the grace and the gospel from heaven. * For we are not redeemed,' 
saith the apostle, ' with corruptible things^, as silver and gold, for our 
vain conversation, but with the precious blood of Christ, as of a Lamb 
undcfiled or without spot, which was ordained before the foundation of 
/ the world, [mark,] but was delivered in the last times for your sakes.' 
And now ye professors, that talk so much of redemption by the blood of 
Christ, are not ye in your vain conversation, and unredeemed 1 by the 
which means, to wit, Christ, we do believe in God that raised Christ 
from the dead, and gave him glory, that our faith and hope might stand 
in God. And the apostle siiith, * seeing your souls are purified in obey- 
ing the truth, through the spirit, &c. being born again anew not of 
a mortal seed, but immortal, by the word of God, which liveth and 
abideth forever.' And this we witness, as 1 Pel. i. &c. And this word 
by which we are born anew, is preached amongst you, which is not the 
letter, for that is perishing} And Pet. ii. • to whom ye come as to a living 
stone disallowed of men, but chosen of God, and precious ; and ye as 
living stones be made a spiritual household, a holy priesthood to oifer up 
spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus Christ. Behold I lay in 
Zion,' saith he, * a chief corner-stone, elect and precious, and he that 
believeth herein shall not be ashamed.' And we are not ashamed of him 
before men : ' and to us that believe, he is precious ; but unto them 
who are disobedient, [mark, disobedient,] a stone of stumbling and a rock 
of offence.' Yea, by such builders in the letter without the spirit, like 
pharisees, is disallowed, but the same is made the * head of the corner.* 

And the believers in Christ * are a chosen generation, a royal priest- 
hood, (mark, the church which is made up of men and women, the be- 
lievers which are born again, a holy nation, a peculiar people) that ye 
should shew forth the virtues of him' [to wit, Christ,] that hath called 
you.' And this we witness ; glory to God forever : which in times past 
were not a people, but now are the people of God, &c. • For Christ 
also suffered for us, leaving us an example, that we should follow his 
steps, who did no sin, neither was there guile found in his mouth, who 
when he was reviled, reviled not again ; when he suffered, he threat- 
ened not, but committed it to him that judgeth righteously : who his own 
self bore our sins in his body [mark,] on the tree, that we being deliv- 
ered from sin should live in righteousness,' not in unrighteousness and a 
lydy of sin, and plead for it for term of life, * by whose stripes we are 
..S^hfoL. v.— 16 
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healed/ (to wit, Oirist's,) for ye were as sheep gone astray, but are now 
returned unto the shepherd and bishop of your souk 

And this we, his sheep, that hear liis voice, do witness ; and that all 
are astray, until they return to Christ, the sliepherd and bishop of their 
souls, as 1 Pet. ii. throughout. ' For Christ also hath sulFcTed for sins, 
[mark, his sufferings were for sins,] the just for the unjust, that he might 
bring us to God, and was put to death concerning the flesh, [mark, con- 
cerning the flesh, not as he was God,] but was quickened in the spirit, 
by the which, (to wit, the spirit,) he preached to the spirits that are in 
prison.' [Mark,] see ye this, or do ye hear this preacher ? The prison- 
ers of hope have and do, and he hath said unto the prisoners, ' shew 
yourselves forth,' and they have shewed themselves forth, though you 
have evily entreated them, as the phaiisees and chief priests did Christ. 
And it is a good conscience, that maketh request to God by the restv- 
rection of Jesus Christ, who is at the right hand of God, to whom the 
angels and powers are subject, as 1 PcL iii. throughout. And it was, and 
is by the unjust, that Christ the just suffers still, and chiefly by the un- 
just professors, as he did by Siiul and the professing pharisees, and as we 
do now by you professors. 

And 1 Pet, iv. * Forasmuch then as Christ hath suffered for us in the 
flesh, (mark, for us in the flesh,) arm yourselves likewise with the same 
mind, that he which hath suflered in the flesh hath ceased from sin, 
(mark, from sin,) that he henceforward should Uve as much time as re- 
maineth in the flesh, not after the lusis of men, but after the will of 
God, which shall give account to him, who is ready to judge the quick 
and the dead.' And rejoice inasmuch as ye are partakers of Christ's 
sufferings. Mark, as ye are partakers of Christ's sufferings ; this is not 
only talk of his sufferings, as many professors of the letter, that killeth, 
do; and deny the having of the spirit, that quickcneth now a-days, 
which the apostles and the saints had. 

* But ye that are partakers of Christ's sufferings, that when his glory 
shall appear, ye may be glad and rejoice; but let none suffer as an evil 
doer, &c. but as a christian, let him not be ashamed, but let him glorify 
God on his behalf. And let them that suflier according to the will of 
God, commit their souls unto him in well doing, as unto a faithful Crea- 
tor, as 1 Pet, iv. throughout. 

And 1 Pet. v. Peter saith, < I beseech you who am also an elder, and a 
witness of the sufferings of Jesus Christ, and also a partaker of the glory 
that shall be revealed.' Mark, here is a glory that was to be revealed; 
then revelation was not past : for the witnesses of Jesus do witness it 
still, and are partakers of his glory : blessed be God forever. 

And further the apostle saith, ' deck yourselves inwardly in lowliness 
of mind,' mark, an inward decking in lowliness of- mind. ^ For God re- 
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nsteth the proud, but giveth grace unto the humble. And the God of 
all grace which hath called us [mark, us his people,] unto his eternal 
glory by Christ Jesus, after ye have suffered a little, confirm, strengthen, 
and establish vou.' And this we witness : blessed be the Lord, who hath 
called us to this eternal glory by Christ Jesus, as 1 Pet. v. 

And Mat. xvii. 5, 2. Pet. i. 17. • (Jod said, this is my beloved Son, in 
whom I am well pleased, hear ye him.' Mark, this voice came from 
heaven, which is to be obeyed. * But we have a more sure word of 
prophecy, to the which ye do well that ye take heed, as unto a light, that 
shineth in a dark place, until the day dawn, and the dciy-star arise in 
your hearts.' Mark, 'in your hearts:' And all true christians are to 
take heed to the light, until this star do arise in their hearts. And the 
apostle saith, * whereby most great and precious promises are given unto 
us, that by them ye should be partakers of the divine nature, &c. which 
hath obtained the precious faith with us, by the righteousness of our 
God and Saviour Jesus Christ.' Mark, partakers of the divine nature 
and precious faith. This is more than a profession of the letter without 

And further it is said, * wherefore brethren give rather diligence to 
make your calling and election sure. For if ye do these things, ye shall 
never fall,' <Slc. And this is every christian's duty to mind ; to mind 
those things, as it is written. 2 Pet. i. * For if they, after they have escap- 
ed from the filthiness of the world, through the knowledge of the Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ, are yet entangled and overcome, their latter 
end is worse than their beginning.' So it is clear, to live in the filthiness 
of the world, and make a profession of God and Christ, will stand them 
in no more stead than the workers of iniquity, that must depart, though 
they call him * Lord, Lord.' And such may put the day of the Lord 
afar off, and live as in security ; but it will come upon them ' as a thief 
in the night,' and * a thousand years with the Lord are as one day,' as 
may be seen, 2 Pet. ii. 20. and iii. 8, 0, 10. 

And John writes in his one general epistle, ' that which was from the 
beginning, which we have heard, [mark,] which we have seen with our 
eyes, which we have looked upon, and our hands have handled of the 
word of life.' Mark, seen, heard, and handled. ' The life appeared, and 
we have seen it and bear witness : (mark, they bore witness to what 
they had seen, heard and handled,) and shewed unto you eternal life, 
which was with the Father, and appeared unto us.' So they shewed 
unto others what they had seen, heard and handled : these were and are 
the true witnesses. That I say, which we have seen and heard, * declare 
wc unto you, that ye may have fellowship with us, and our fellowship is 
with the Father and the Son, Jesus Christ' Mark, here is a fellowship 
with the Father and Son, not made up with the letter that killeth. ' And 
this then is the message, which we have heard of him, (mark, heard of ^ 
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him,) and declare unto you, that (rod is light, and in him is no darkness 
at all.' This is the message they declared, and this is the message wc 
declare ; what we have heard and seen. * If wc say we have fellowship 
with him, (to wit, Christ,) and walk in darkness, we lie, and do not the 
truth,' though some professors may Kiy, to do the truth, that sets up a 
covenant of works: as though truth arid the scriptures were given forth 
fornothing, but to be talked of, and not to he done, as 1 John i. 1. And 
1 John ii. * my babes, these things write I unto you, that you sin not. If 
any man sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the 
just, and he is the reconciliation for our sins, and not for our sins only, 
but also for the sins of the whole world. And he that keepoth his word, 
in liim, (mark, in him,) is the love of (lod perfect indeed. Hereby know 
we, that we are in him,' (mark, in him, to wit, Christ.) 

Again, • little children, 1 write unto you,' saith he, * that your sins are 
forgiven you for his name's sake. And I write unto you, young men, 
because you have overcome the wicked one, and the word of God 
abideth in you. fMark, overcome.) I write unto you, fathers, for ye 
have known him from the beginning, (to wit, Christ in his divinity, for 
in the beginning was the word,) or, known him as he was God. * Let 
that therefore abide in you, that same, which ye have heard from the 
beginning. If that which ye have heard from the beginning shall re- 
main in you, (observe, in you,) ye also shall continue in the Son and in 
the Father. And this is the promise that he hath promised us, eternal 
life. And these things have I written unto you concerning them that 
deceive you : but the anointing which ye have received of him, dwcUeth 
in you, [mark, in you,] and ye need not tliat any man teach you, [mark,] 
but as the same anointing teacheth you of all things, and is truth, and 
is not lying ; and as it hath taught you, ye shall abide in him.' There- 
ibre it is good to keep to this teacher : and take heed of the deceiver 
that will draw you out from this teacher, and tell you, there is no over- 
coming of the body of sin on this side the grave, that the strong man 
may keep the house. For God's minister saith, ' if ye know that he is 
righteous, know ye that he which doth righteously is born of him,' and 
whosoever doth not righteously is not of God. And whosoever is * bom 
of God, sinneth not, for the seed of God abideth in him, neither can he 
sin, because he is born of God.' In this the children of God are known 
from the children of the deviL For ye know that he appeared, that he 
might take away our sins, 'and in him is no sin. Whosoever abideth 
in him, sinneth not' 1 John iii. 'And the blood of Jesus Christ cleanseth 
us from all sin.' And he that 5;iith he remnineth in Christ, ' ought even so 
to walk as he walked :* and not only to talk as he talked. And do not 
ye give the apostle the lie, that say the blood of Christ will not cleanse 
jrou on this side the grave? 



125 

Again, ' little children, let no man deceive you ; he that doth righteoiu* 
ness, is rigliteous. And he that committeth sin, is of the devil, for the 
devil shinned from the heginning. For this purpose appeared the Son of 
God, that he might destroy the works of the devil, (that is sin,) for his 
works are sin : and Christ through death destroyed death, and the devil 
the power of death. 

* And every man that hath this hope, (what hope ?) Christ in you the 
hope of glory ; purifieth himself, even as he is pure.' Note, this is more 
than an outward letter-profession. And this is his commandment, to 
wit, Christ's, that * we believe in the name of his Son Jesus Christ, and 
love one another,' as he gave commandment. 1 John iii. And 1 John iv. 
* in this the love of God appeared towards us, because God sent his only 
begotten son into the world, that we might live through him. Herein 
IS love, and not that we loved God, but that he loved us, and sent his 
Son to be a reconciliation for our sins. Beloved, if God so loved us, we 
ought to love one another. And hereby know we, that we dwell in 
him, and he in us, because he hath given us of his Spirit. And we have 
seen and do testify that the Father sent the Son, to be a Saviour of the 
world : and whosoever confesseth that Jesus is the Son of God, in him 
dwelleth God, and he in God. And we have known and believed that 
God is love, and he that dwelleth in love, dwelleth in God, and God in 
him, as 1 John iv. * whosoever, therefore, believeth that Jesus is the 
Christ, is born of God, &c. And he that is born of God overcometh the 
world : and this is the victory that overcometh even your faith.' Mark, if 
all they that are called christians were the true believers, then were 
they all born of God, then they would overcome the world : and if all 
they that are called christians were in the true faith that Jesus Christ 
is the author and finisher of, then would they plead for victory as the 
true minister did, and not say there is no victory here over the body of 
sin and death. * And who is it that overcometh the world, but he that 
believeth that Jesus is the Son of God ; and this is that Jesus Christ, that 
came by water and blood, and it is the spirit that beareth witness ; for 
the spirit is truth.' 1 John v. C. 

Now ye that say, ye have not the same spirit as the apostles had, ye 
are not true witnesses ; for ye say, there are but two spirits, a good, and 
bad ; so ye must have the bad, if ye have not the good which the apos- 
tles had, according to your own judgment 

* And there are three that bear witness in heaven, the Father, the 
Word, and the Holy Ghost, and these three are one : and there are three 
that bear witness on earth, the Spirit, the Water, and the Blood, and 
these three agree in one :' for this is the witness of God, which he testifieth 
of his Son : which God's witness is a greater than the witness of men. 
'And he that believeth in the Son of (irod, [mark,] hath the witness in 
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himself.' And this we believe and witness, and he that doth not, hath 
nnn'.lc him a liar. 

And yc professor*, who have given new names to the Father, the 
Word, and the Holy Ghost, (as Trinity, and three di>tinct persons,) and say 
the scripture is your rule for your doctrine, hut tiiere is no such rule in 
the scripture, to call them by these new names, which the apostle that 
gave forth the scripture, doth not give them : and because we do not 
call the Fatlier, and the Word, and the Holy Ghost by your new names, 
therefore do vou falsclv sav, tliat the Quakers denv Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghost ; which, we own in those names and sound words, in which 
the holy men of God spake them forth by the Holy Ghost, which ye 
give other new names to, and yet say, ye have not the same spirit, which 
they had that gave forth the scriptures. So, which is to be followed, 
judge yourselves. * But this is the record that God hath given unto U8'& 
eternal life, and this life is in his Son.' And we know that the Son of 
God is come, and hath given us a mind to know him, which is true, and 
• we are in him that is true, [mark, that isj in his Son Jesus Christ/ tliis 
same is very God and eternal Ufe: and this we the people of God, in 
scorn called Quakers, do witness. 

And 2 John i. * for there arc many deceivers come into the world, 
who confess not Jesus Girist come into the flesh, he is a deceiver, and 
antichrist.' Now all the christians (so called,) in the world, and the 
Turk, will confess Christ come in the flesh outwardly. So then by this 
outward confession, these cannot be deceivers nor antichrist by your 
doctrine; but the apostle saith, * if Christ be not in you, ye are repro- 
bates : and he that hath the Son, hath li/e ; and he that hath not the Son, 
hatli not life.' And these were the deceivers that inwardly ravened, but 
had the sheep*s clothing, the outward profession. And 1 John ii. the 
deceivers are there described to be such as have not the anointing within 
them, and draw others from it, and such as have the form of godliness, 
but deny the power, which are to be turned away from. And whoso- 
ever transgresseth, and abideth not in the doctrine of Christ, hath not 
God: but he that continueth in the doctrine of Christ, hath both the 
Father and the Son; and 'if there come any among you, and bring not 
this doctrine, receive him not in your house, neither bid him God speed ; 
for whoso doth,'is partaker of his evil deeds.' So as Christ was manifest 
in the flesh, above sixteen hundred years since, if he come to ' dwell in 
man's heart' by faith, he is manifest in their flesh, there is the anointing 
known within, condemning sin in their flesh, that they through him 
might become the righteousness of God : and so, *hc that believeth in 
the Son of God. hath the witness in himsel£' And Jude writes to them, 
which are ' called and sanctified of God the Father, and reserved in 
Christ Jesus,* (mark, are sanctified,) and such as are sanctified, are holy; 
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for IS not to sanctify them, to make them holy ? but do not ye affirm, that 
none are sjiiictified or made holy on this side the grave, contrary to the 
apostles' doctrine? and so ye give the apostles the lie, as ye do unto us. 
And further he writes unto them of the common salvation, and that 
they were * earnestly to contend for the faith, tliat was once delivered 
unto the saints.' This conunon salvation, which is * Christ, that tasted 
death for every man, and enlightened every man, and his grace hath 
appeared unto every man that brings salvation ;' ifnd contending for the 
faith is it not to contend for that which Christ is the author and imisher 
of in their hearts ! *and when Michael, the archangel strove against the 
devil, and disputed with the devil concerning the body of Moses, he 
durst not 1)]amc him with cursed speakings, but said, the Lord rebuke 
. thee.' And now are not the professors likt; the devil here disputing 
■^ about the body of Christ, which body they arc ignorant of, whom the 
^' Lord rebuke. If they know liis body, his flesh, or his l)lood, then they 
would know the meat which comes down from heaven, which is our 
food, by wliicli we live, whom ye nickname, and in scorn call Quakers. 
But it is come to pass what the Lord Jesus Christ and the apostles 
declared, liow that there should come mockers in the last times, which 
should walk after their ungodly lusts; and this we have daily experience 
of; and these are the makers of sects, which have almost filled the world 
with them who are fleshly, having not the spirit that the apostles were 
in, and so not in the unity of it. ' But ye beloved,' saith he, * edify 
yourselves in the most holy faith, praying in the Holy Ghost.' (Mark, in 
the Holy Ghost.) But ye professors say, ye have not the same Holy 
Ghost as the apostles had, so cannot pray in it : and ye say, there is no 
victory here. So ye have not the same holy faith, which they had, 
which gave them victory, as in Jude, ye letter-professors may read your 
conditions, who are like the raging waves of the sea, &c. 

And John, Rev. i. saith, * Jesus Christ which is a faithful witness, and 
the first begotten from the dead, and Prince of the kings of the earth, 
unto him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in his own blood.' 
So John doth not plead for sin here for term of life, (like the letter-pro- 
fessors,) but saith, they are washed from their sins. * And has made us 
kings and priests unto God, even his Father : behold, he cometh with 
clouds, and every eye shall see him, even they which pierced him through; 
and all the kindreds of the earth shall wail before him,' to wit, Christ. 
And ' I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and th^ ending, saith the 
Lord, which is, and which was, and which is to come : the Almighty.' 
And 1 John, (saith he,) *" your brother and companion in tribulation, 
and in the kingdom and patience of Jesus Christ, was in the isle of Patmos 
for the word of God, and the witnessing of Jesus Christ,' &c. (Mark, 
your brother in tribulations and in the kingdom.) Here is not only an 
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heir of the kingdom, but in it. And this many witness, that are the 
witnesses of Jc^iis Cliri^t, and know the patience of Jesus. And in this 
ch. i. John sets forth (lirist to the seven churches, wherein Jie seven 
times saith, * lie that hath an ear to liear, let him hear what the spirit 
saith unto the seven churche?.' So here the spirit is the speaker, as may 
be seen Rti\ ii. iii. * and in his right hand,' to wit, (Mirist's, * he held the 
seven stars: and out of his mouth went a sharp two-edj^ed sword.* 
(Mark, out of his moyth, &(,) And he saith, • I am alive that was dead: 
and behold I am alive for evermore: and I, (to wit, Christ.) have the 
keys of hell and death." And he saith, " to him that overcometh, will 
I give to eat of the tree of life, which is in the midst of the paradise of 
God: and be thou faithful unto death, and I will |;ive thee a crown of 
life. Rev. ii. 8, 10, 17. *To him that overcometh will I give to eat of., 
the manna tliat is hid : and Mill (rive him a white stone, and in (his stonef 
a new name written, which no man knoweth, saving he who receivcth 
it. And thus saith the Son of Ciod, who liath liis eves like a llame of 
fire, and his feet like fine brass, ver. IS, 2(\. For he that overcometh, 
and kcepeth my works unto the end, to him will I give power over 
nations, and he sliall rule them with a rod of iron, and as the vessels of 
a potter shall they be l)roken. Even as I received of my Father, so 
will I give him the morning star, lie that hath an ear, let him hear 
what the spirit sjiith to the cimrches.' But your churches now a-days 
say, there is no hearing of this immediate spirit ; and ye say yourselves, 
there are but two spirits ; so then ye have gotten another spirit to hear 
and speak to you, tlian that which spake to the churches, and it seems 
ye had no car to hear the spirit that spake to the churches. 

But we do witness this spirit's teaching, and do hear him ; blesssed be 
the Lord forever. And Rev, iii. * these things write unto the church 
which is at Sardis, saith he that hath the seven spirits of (lod, (to wit, 
Christ,) and the s(;ven stars, I know thy works, for thou hast a name 
that thou livest, but thou art dead.' Mark, is not this the condition of 
many of the professors in Christendom, that have the name chri>tian, 
but are dead from the life, and power and spirit that was in the apo>tles? 
and upon such Christ will come as a thief. ^ And thou shall not know 
what hour I will come upon thee,* saith Christ, [mark,] ' but thou hast 
a few names in Sardis which have not detiled their garments.' O brave 
saints ! what will ye letter-professors say to these 1 Christ saith, they 
have not defiled their garments ; these were perfect then, were they not ? 
* And they shall walk with me,' to wit, Chrb^t, * in white, for they are 
worthv. And he that overcometh shall be clothed in white array, and 
I will not blot out his name out of the book of life. But I will confess 
his name before my Father and his angels.' Blessed be the Lord forever. 
'Let him that hath an ear hear what the spirit s^ilh to the churches.* 
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But je that deny this spirit's speaking now a-days, are none of these 
churches. 

And again he saith, * write unto the angel of the church of Philadel- 
phia, these things saith he that is holy and true, (to wit, Clirist,) which 
hath the key of David, which openeth and no man shutteth, and shutteth 
and no man openeth, I have set before thee an open door, that no man 
can shut.' And this we witness who have kept the word, and have not 
denied his name. And they that keep his word of patience, he will de- 
liver them from the hour of temptation, which will come upon all the 
world, to try them that dwell upon the earth. And all are to hold fast 
that which they have received from Christ, that no man take their crown. 
' .And he that ovcrcometh, (saith Clirist,) will I make a pillar in the tem- 
ple of my'^God, and he shall no more go out ; [mark,] no more go out, 
nd I will write upon him the name of my God, and the name of the 
city of my God, the New Jerusalem, which comcth out of heaven from 
my God ; and I will write upon him my new name.' O blessed writer 
and Saviour ! let him that hath an ear, hear what the spirit saith unto 
the true church now a-days, which we hear, blessed be his name forever. 

And again : * write these things, saith the amen, the faithful and true 
witness, the beginning of the creatures of God.' And this was to the 
angel of the church of the Laodiceans, who were neither hot nor cold. 
Look, ye letter-professors, to this, that say, ye are rich and have need of 
nothing ; see if ye be not poor, blind, miserable, wretched and naked, &c. 
And are not ye neither hot nor cold, and doth not Christ threaten to spew 
out such out of his mouth 7 

* Behold,' saith Christ, ' I stand at the door and knock ;' what door is 
this, think ye ? is it not the door of the heart ? * if any man hear my 
voice, and open the door, I will come in unto him, [mark, come in,] and 
will sup with him and he with me.' And do not ye letter-professors tell 
us, there is no hearing of the voice of Christ now a-days ; and he is in 
heaven, and will not come till the end of the world ? so then there is no 
supping with Christ, till the end of the world, nor any opening of the 
door for him to come in among you. But they that have heard his 
voice, have opened the door, and he is come in to them, and he sups 
with them, and they with him. And this we witnen : he that hath an 
ear let him hear what the spirit saith unto the churches. Rev. iiL 
throughout. 

And ch. iv. see the holy cry : ' holy, holy, holy Lord God Almighty, 
which was, which is, and which is to come. And thanks were given to 
him that sat upon the throne, which liveth forever and ever ; and they 
cast down their crowns before him.' And so must all do, before they be 
crowned with Jesus, who is ' worthy to receive glory, and honour, and 
power, forever and ever.' 

Vol. v.— 17 
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And John, {Rev, v.) saw that no man in heaven, nor in earth, nor 
under the earth was able to open the book, neither to look thereon. 
Therefore, John wept, because he saw no man was found worthy to open 
and read the book, nor to look thereon. But one said unto him ; ' behold 
the lion of the tribe of Judah, the root of David hath prevailed to open 
the book, and to loose the seven seals thereof.' For it is he that opens, 
and he that sliuts; and if he open, no man can shut, and if he shut, no 
man can open. And it is he that opens to his people now the book of 
the law and prophets, and gospel and revelation, and the book of life, 
which we witness. ' And I beheld a Lamb as though he had been killed, 
which had the seven horns and seven eyes, which are the seven spirits 
of God, sent unto all the world, and they that sung a new song, sayinL.. 
thou art worthy to take the book, and to open the seals thereof, becau' ^' 
thou wast killed, and hast redeemed us to God by thy blood, out of eve 
kindred, tongue, people and nation, and thou hast made us unto our G 
kings and priests; and we shall reign on the earth.' [Mark, reign on 
the earth,] and also, such th«it John heard, saying with a loud voice, 
* worthy is the Lamb that was killed to receive power and riches, wis- 
dom, strength, honour, glory and praise, &c. and we say the same. 

' And all creatures which are in heaven and on the earth, and under 
the earth and in the sea, and all that are in them heard I, saying, praise 
and honour, glory and power be given to him that sitteth upon the throne 
and unto the Lamb for evermore.' And so he is to be worshipped that 
liveth for evermore. Rev. v. And Rev. vi. how the Lamb Christ Jesus 
opens the seals ; and all is sealed, till he open, for ' the natural man per- 
ceiveth not the things of God, for they are spiritually discerned.' And 
when the Lamb had opened the fifth seal, * John saw the souls of them 
that were killed for the word of God, and for the testimony which they 
maintained, and they cried with a loud voice, saying, ^ how long Lord 
holy and true dost thou not judge and avenge our blood on them that 
dwell upon the earth V so it is God that doth avenge the blood of the 
persecuted, upon their persecutors. And his people are commanded not 
to avenge themselves, for vengeance is his and he will repay it. And 
long white robes were given to every one of these sufferers for Jesus ; 
audit was said unto them that they should rest for a little season, until 
their fellow-servants and brethren should be killed as they were. 

And the Lamb opening the sixth seal, the great men and the rich men, 
&c. hid themselves amongst the rocks and dens, and mountains, and said 
unto the mountains and rocks, ' fall upon us and hide us from the pre- 
sence of him that sitteth upon the throne, and from the wrath of the 
Lamb, for the great day of his wrath is come, and who can stand V think 
on this, ye that have been our persecutors above these twenty-six yean, 
for the wrath of the Lamb will find you out Rev, vL When the san is 
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turned as black as sackcloth of hair, and ye know the great earthquake* 
then ye will not scoiTat, nor persecute the people of God, in scorn called 
Quakers. 

And Rev. vii. these are they which came out of * great tribulations, 
and have washed their robes,' and have made their * robes white in the 
blood of the Lamb.' (Mark, have washed,) therefore, are they in the 
presence of the throne of God, and serve him day and night in his tem- 
ple ; and he that sitteth on the throne will dwell among them, and they 
shall hunger no more, nor thirst any more neither shall the sun light on 
them, nor any heat, for the Lamb which is Mn the midst of the throne 
shall govern them.' Here is the Governor of God's washed and suffering 
people, and he (to wit, Christ,) shall lead them, [mark,] into the living 
fountains of waters, ' and God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes.' 
pAnd this we believe, and can cry witti a loud voice, * salvation cometh 
of our God, that sitteth upon the throne, and of the Lamb ;' and do 
know the palms in token of victory. And Rev. viiL where the Lamb 
opened the seventh seal, then did the trumpets begin to sound, and the 
' prayers of the saints were oiifered upon tlie golden altar,' which was 
before the throne of God. And at the sounding of the fifth angel, the 
bottomless pit was opened where the locusts came out, which were to 
' vex them that had not the seal of God in their foreheads,' and these 
locusts had a king over them, whose name is called in Hebrew, Abaddon, 
and in Greek, Apollyon, Destroyer. 

And at the sound of the sixth angel's trumpet, there came destruction 
upon such as * worshipped devils and idols, gold and silver, and brass, 
wood and stone, which could neitlier see, hear, nor go : and yet they 
repented not that remained undestroyed, neither of their sorcery, mur- 
der, fornication, nor theft. Rev. ix. And in the days of the voice of the 
seventh angel's sounding with his trumpet, the mystery of God should 
be finished, as he hath declared by his servants the prophets. Rev. x. 

And there were then great voices in heaven at the seventh angel's 
sounding, saying, ' the kingdoms of this world are our Lord's, and his 
Christ's, and he shall reign for evermore.' And the twenty-four elders 
which sat before God on their seats, ' fell down on their faces and wor- 
shipped God, (not the beast,) saying, we give thee thanks. Lord God 
Almighty, which art, (that is, present,) and which was, and which art 
to come ; for thou hast received thy great might, and hast obtained thy 
kingdom, and the Gentiles were angry, and thy wrath is come, the time 
of the dead that they should be judged ; and thou shalt give reward 
unto thy servant, the prophets thy saints, and to them that fear thy 
name, to small and great, and shalt destroy them that destroyed the 
earth,' Rev. xi. which after the witnesses were slain and taken up into 
heaven, which tormented their persecutors, that made merry over them 



when thej had slain them ; ' the dragon with his tail drew the third 
part of the stars from heaven, and cast them to the earth.* This dragon 
stood before the woman to devour her child when she had brought it 
forth ; but so soon as she had brought forth the man-child which should 
' rule all nations with a rod of iron, her Son was taken up unto God's 
throne and she fled into the wilderness, where she hath a place pre- 
pared of God, where they should feed her one thousand two hundred 
and sixty days ; and then the dragon was wroth with the woman, and 
went and made war with the remnant of her seed, which keep the com- 
mands of God, and have the testimony of Jesus, when he was cast out 
of heaven into the earth, the old serpent that deceives all the world, 
and his angels were cast out with him : then I heard a voice, saying, 
now is salvation in heaven, and strength and the kingdom of our God, ^ . 
and the power of his Christ' * For the accuser of our brethren is castS 
down, which accused them before our God day and night, but they 
overcame him by the blood of the Lamb, and by the word of their tes- 
timony ; and they loved not their lives unto the death. Therefore, re- 
joice ye heavens, and ye that dwell in them : (mark, dwell in heaven^) 
but woe be to the inhabitants of the earth, and the sea ; for the devil is 
come down unto you with great wrath, knowing that he hath but a 
short time to reign.' So it may be seen here, who were the original of 
them, that persecuted the woman, and the remnant of her seed, to wit, 
the dragon, the devil, the deceiver. Rev. xi. 12. 

* And then after the woman was gone into the wilderness, the beast 
rose out of the sea, and the dragon gave his power to him, and they 
worshipped the dragon ;' and then the cry was, *• who is able to make 
war with the beast 7 And he opens his mouth with blasphemy against 
God, and to blaspheme his name, his tabernacle, and them that dwell in 
heaven.' Mark, this beastly spirit, who has not the spirit and power the 
apostles had. And this beast was to continue forty-two months ; and it 
was given to this beast to make war with the saints, and to overcome 
them ; and power was given unto him over all nations, kindreds and 
tongues, and all that dwell upon the earth shall worship him, to wit, the 
beast, and he and they may say, there is no perfection and overcoming, 
and may cry up the body of sin and death to the grave. So all wor- 
shipped him, whose names are not written in the book of life. Mark, 
here is the writing-book of the Lamb, which was * slain from the begin- 
ning of the world,' slain not only at Jerusalem, without the gates. If 
any man hath an ear let him hear. 

* I beheld another beast come out of the earth with two horns, like 
the lamb.; Mark, here the beast would be like the lamb, but he speaks 
like the dragon, not like the lamb. And this beast did great wonders, he 
caused them which dwelt upon the earth to worship the first beast, and 
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as many as would not worship the image of the beast should be killed. 
So he made all, great and small, rich and poor, free and bond, to receive 
hb mark in their right hand, and in their forehead ; so he marked them, 
and sealed them with his evil spirit. Rev. xiii. And God seals his with 
his good spirit : ye are sealed with the spirit, (saith the apostle, Eph, iv. 
30.) unto the day of redemption; and they that are sealed can set to 
their seals that God is true, that keep the testimony of Jesus the spirit 
of prophecy.' 

And John said, Rev, xiv. 3. < I looked, and lo, a lamb stood on Mount 
Zion, and with him a hundred forty-four thousand, having his Father's 
name written in their foreheads, and they sung a new song before the 
throne, &.c. and no man could learn that song but the hundred and forty- 
four thousand which were redeemed from the earth, and in their mouths 
|jvas found no guile, for they were without spot before the throne of God. 

hese are they which are not defiled with women, for they are virgins, 
these follow the Lamb whithersoever he gocth, these are bought from men, 
being the first fruits to God and to the Lamb.' And this we do believe : 
but can any of the letter-professors believe that such a company should 
be without guile in their mouths, and without spot ? and none know this 
new song, but they that are without spot and guile, and by the spirit of 
God have their Father's name written in their foreheads. 

*' And I saw another angel flying in the midst of heaven, having the 
everlasting gospel to preach to them that dwelt upon the earth, and 
to every kindred, tongue and nation, saying with a loud voice, fear God 
and give glory to him ; for the hour of his judgment is come, worship 
him that made heaven and earth, and the sea, and fountains of waters.' 

Now what will ye letter-professors say to John ? have not your nations, 
kindreds and tongues had the gospel 7 ye have had the letter, but ye 
confess ye have not the same power, * for the gospel is the power of God 
unto salvation,' &c. [mark,] but the letter killeth, and it was the power 
and spirit the apostles were in that gave life. 

And have ye not persecuted every appearance of that, either by tongue 
or hand ? let your doings answer. And here followed another angel, 
and said, * Babylon is fallen, the great city, which made all nations driink 
with the wine of the wrath of her fornication.' So as the gospel, the 
power of God is preached and received, Babylon falls. 

And the third angel followed them, saying with a loud voice, * if any 
man worship the beast and his image, and receive his mark in his fore- 
bead or in his hand, the same shall drink of the wine of the wrath of 
God, yea of the pure wine, which is poured into the cup of his wrath, 
and he shall be tormented in fire and brimstone before the holy angels 
and before the Lamb. 'And this all must know who worship not God in 
spirit and truth ; atid they that do worship God, must come to truth 



*'«f,i 



134 

and the spirit of God in themselves. And here is the patience of the 
saints, here are they that keep the commandments of God and the faith ^ 
of Jesus. ^ And I heard a voice from heaven, saying unto me, write, 
blessed are the dead which hereafter ' die in the Lord, even so saith the 
spirit, for they rest from their labors, and their works follow them. And 
I looked and beheld a white cloud, and upon the cloud was one sitting, 
(mark, upon the cloud one sitting,) like the son of man, having on his 
head a crown of gold, and in his hand a sharp sickle. And another 
angel cried, the harvest was ripe, thrust in the sickle.' And blessed are 
their eyes that see God's reapers reaping down the tares, and gathering 
the wheat, and cutting down the vines of the vineyard of the earth, 
and casting them into the winepress of the wrath of God, as Rev. xiv. 

And Rev. xv. * I saw as if it were a sea of glass mingled with fire, and 
them that had gotten the victory over the beast and his image and hiiS 
mark, and the number of his name standing at the sea of glass, having 
the harps of God,' not the harps of men : ' and they sung the song of 
Moses the servant of God, and the song of the Lamb, (mark, the Lamb 
Christ Jesus,) saying, great and marvellous are thy works. Lord God Al- 
mighty ! just and true are thy ways King of saints ! who shall not fe^ 
thee, O Lord, and glorify thy name ? for thou art only holy, and all na-> 
tions shall come and worship before thee,' that is, in spirit and truth, and 
they must find it in their heart, ' for thy judgments are manifest' Rev. v. 

And when the seven angels poured out the seven vials of the wrath of 
the Lord God Almighty upon the earth, what sores fell upon them that 
had the mark of the beast and worshipped his image ? and how did the 
beast rage and blaspheme ? and hb kingdom became darkness, and they 
gnawed their tongues for pain. 

' And I saw the frogs come out of the mouth of the dragon and of 
the false prophets, for they are the spirits of devils working miracles, to 
go unto the kings of the earth and of the whole world, to the battle of 
that great day of the Lord God Almighty ;' and here is the end of these 
gatherings. And I heard the angels of the waters say, that by pouring 
out his vials upon the waters they became blood. * Lord thou art just, 
which art, and which was, holy, because thou hast judged these things; 
for they shed the blood of the saints and prophets, therefore hast thou 
given them blood to drink ; for they are worthy ; so it is God that gives 
them blood to drink, and repays it upon all the persecutors. And I heard 
another voice out of the sanctuary, saying, * even so, O Lord God Al- 
mighty, true and righteous are thy judgments.' Rev. xvL * Behold, I 
come, as a thief: blessed is he that watcheth, and keepeth his garments, 
least he walk naked, and men see his filthiness.' 

* And the seventh angel pouring out his vial into the air, there came 
a loud voice out of the temple and throne, saying, it is done, &c. And 
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fliere were voices, and thunderings, and lightnings, and great earth- 
quakes, such as were not since men were upon the earth, even so mighty 
an earthquake ; and the great city was divided into three parts, &c. 
And great Babylon came into remembrance before God, to give unto 
her the cup of the fierceness of his wrath.' Look, letter-professors, is not 
the city divided into three parts, papists, protestants, and Turks? and 
■ee if ye have known this earthquake, lightning and thunders. Rev, xvL 
^ And after the true woman went into the wilderness, and the man-child 
was caught up into heaven ; and the beast and his imsige, the whore, 
got up> which the kings and the inhabitants of the earth are drunk with 
the wine of her fornication, who hath a golden cup in her hand full of 
the wine of her fornications, and in her forehead a name written, (mark, 
written,) mystery Babylon the great, the mother of whoredoms, and of 
'|[ the abominations of the earth: and I saw this woman drunk with the 
blood of the saints, and with the blood of the martyrs of Jesus,' saith John. 
So it KB clear it is the whorish and beastly spirit that persecutes the 
saints, who have their power from the dragon ; and always worshipped 
him, whose names are not written in the book of life from the founda- 
tion of the world. Rev. xviiL ' And this beast which ascended out of the 
bottomless pit, shall go into perdition, though they shall make war with 
the Lamb, but the Lamb shall overcome them, for he is Lord of lords, 
and King of kings, and they that are on his side, are called chosen and 
laithful, <&c. And he said unto me, the waters thou sawest, where the 
whore sitteth, are nations, people, multitudes, and tongues.' Therefore, 
look ye, nations, people, multitudes, and tongues, what sits upon you ; 
for if she sit upon you, that have drank the blood of the martyrs and 
saints, ye must have a sad weight upon you, with that whorish spirit, 
that corrupts the earth, she will make you plead for your body of sin 
and death, while she sits a-top of you, for she cannot abide perfection, 
and will not let you own it. 

But he saith, that ten kings shall hate the whore, and shall make her 
desolate and naked, and eat her flesh, and bum her with fire, which 
hath reigned over the kings of the earth, for God hath put it in their 
hearts to fulfil his will, and to do with one consent, for to give their king- 
dom unto the beast, until the words of God be fulfilled. Rev. xviL * And 
I saw an angel come down from heaven, with great power, so that the 
earth was lightened with his glory. (Saith John.) So as the earth is light- 
ened, Babylon falls, and at her fall what a cry is there among the mer- 
chants? and all that have drank of her cup of fornications, who is be- 
come a cage of devils, and the hold of all evil spirits, and a cage of 
every unclean and hateful bird. ^ And I heard a voice from heaven, 
laying, come out of her my people, that ye be not partakers of her sins, 
that ye receive not of her plagues.' So the Lord's people are coming 
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out, for her ma have reach^ unto heaven, and God hath remembered 
her iniquities : now must not she have her reward double ? so though 
she sat as a queen, and said in her heart she sliould see no sorrow, nor 
mourning, therefore shall her plagues come in one day, death, sorrow, 
and famine, and she shall be burnt with fire, for strong is the Lord God, 
that condcmncth her, and all shall bewail her that she hath reigned over. 

' Oh ! heavens, rejoice over her, and ye holy apostles and prophets, for 
God hath given judgment on her, for she shall be cast down, and found 
no more, for in her was found the blood of the prophets and of the saints, 
and of all that were slain upon the earth, in this whorish power and 
spiritual Babylon, confusion, the beast and dragon, whom God hath 
judged. 

'And after these things I heard a voice of a great multitude in hea^ 
ven, (mark, in heaven,) saying, hallelujah, salvation, and glory, and^y* 
honour, and power, be unto the Lord our God, for true and righteous 
are his judgments, he hath condemned the great whore, who did corrupt 
the earth with her fornications, and hath avenged the blood of his ser- 
vants shed by her hand.' And again they said, ' hallelujah, and the smoke 
rose up for evermore, and a voice came out of the throne, saying, praise 
our God all ye his servants, and all ye that fear him, both small and 
great' 

' And I heard like the voice of a great multitude, and as the voice <^ 
many waters, and as the voice of strong thunderings, saying, hallelujah, 
for the Lord God Almighty hath reigned ; let us be glad and rejoice, and 
give glory unto him, for the marriage of the Lamb is come, and his wife 
hath made herself ready : and to her was granted that she should be 
arrayed in pure white linen and shining, for the fine linen is the righte- 
ousness of saints.' 

And so, when Babylon was fallen, the marriage of the Lamb came, 
(the true church which Christ is the head of,) as the fiilse woman, the 
false church fell, ' and blessed are they who are called unto the Lamb's 
supper, and he said unto me these words of God are true,' and we know 
it to be true, who are come to the supper and to the marriage of the 
Lamb. And John fell down to worship him that showed him these 
things, but said he, * see thou do it not, for I am thy fellow-servant and 
of thy brethren, who have the testimony of Jesus, worship Crod.' 

* For the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy,' and this we bear 
witness ta And all ye letter-professors that deny prophecy, and say it 
is ceased, ye have not the testimony of Jesus, for the testimony of Jesui 
is the spirit of prophecy. And John saw the heavens opened, and be- 
held a white horse, and he that sat on him was called ' faithful and true,' 
and he judgeth and maketh war in righteousness, and his eyes are as a 
flame of fire, and on his head many crowns, and a name written, that no 
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man knew but himself, he was clothed in a garment dipped in blood, 
whose name is called *• the word of God.' This is Christ who is seen in 
heaven on the white horse, and the warriors which were in heaven fol- 
lowed him upon white horses, clothed in * white linen, white and pure.' 
* And out of his mouth went a sharp two-edged sword, that with it he 
should smite the heathen, for he shall rule them with u rod of iron ; and 
he it is that treadeth the winepress of the fierceness of the wrath of 
Almighty God, and he hath upon his garment and upon his thigh a name 
written, the King of kings, and Lord of lords, and this is Christ, blessed 
be the Lord forever.' 

*' And the beast and the mighty men of the earth made war with him 
and hb followers, but the beast was taken, and the false prophet that 
wrought miracles, whereby he deceived them that received the beast's 
mark, and them that worshipped his image : and these both were cast 
alive into the lake of fire that burneth with brimstone. And there is 
the end of the beast and false prophet, that has been worshipped, and 
has deceived the world, that hath made war against Christ that is on 
the white horse and his followers, who hath the victory. * And the rem- 
nant of them that worshipped the beast, were slain with the word that 
went out of his mouth, as may be seen.' Rerc. xix. And here is the faith 
and patience of the saints. He that killcth with the sword, shall be 
slain with the sword, as Rev, xiiL 10. and he that leadeth into captivity, 
must go into captivity himself. 

And so after the beast is in the lake of fire, and the false prophet, < I 
saw Satan bound, and cast into the bottomless pit, and shut up and bound 
for a thousand years. And I saw seats, and they that sat upon them, and 
judgment was given unto them. And I saw the souls of them that were 
beheaded for the witness of Jesus, and for the word of God, which did 
not worship the beast nor his image, neither had taken his mark upon 
their forehead, nor in their hands ; and they shall reign with Christ a 
thousand years : and blessed and holy is he that hath part in the first 
resurrection ; for on such the second death shall iiave no power, and they 
shall reign with Christ a thousand years.' He doth not say, Christ shall 
come in person and reign with them, but they shall reign with Christ a 
thousand years ; and when the thousand years are finished, ' Satan shall 
be loosed out of prison for a little season, and he shall go and deceive the 
people which are in the four quarters of the earth, even Gog and Magog, 
to gather them to battle : and they went up into the plain of the earth, 
which compassed the saints about, and the beloved city ; but fire came 
down from God out of heaven and devoured them ; so there is an end of 
them also: and the devil that deceived them, was cast into the lake of 
fire and brimstone, where the beasts and false prophets were cast before, 
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and shall be tormented even day and night for evermore.' And so here 
is the end of the devil also. 

And then John, *saw also the dead both small and great stand before 
God, and the books were opened, and another book which is the book of 
life ; and the dead were judged of those things which were written in 
the books, (mark, in those books, where all men's words and actions are 
written, according to their works,) and all gave up their dead, and 
every man was judged according to his works, and death and hell deliv- 
ered up their dead, and death and hell was cast into the lake of fire : 
and this is the second death. And whosoever was not found written in 
the book of life, was cast into the lake of fire.' And this we know to 
be true, and believe. Rev. xx. that God will fulfil and perform by Christ 
Jesus. And then John ' saw a new heaven and a new earth, when the 
dragon, beast, whore, and false prophets, and devil were cast into the 
lake of fire : and Babylon was fallen, &c. And the first earth passed 
away, and was no more seen. And he saw the holy city, the new Je- 
rusalem come down from God out of heaven, prepared as a bride trim- 
med for her husband, and I heard a great voice out of heaven, sayings 
behold the tabernacle of God is with men, and he will dwell with them, 
and they shall be his people, and God himself shall be their God with 
them. And this we witness, blessed be the Lord God forever, who dwell- 
eth with his people. 

* And he that sat upon the throne said, behold I make all things new, 
and he said unto me, write, for these words are faithful and true, and he 
said unto me, it is done, I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and end. 
(to wit, Christ) I will give unto him tliat is a-thirst of the well of the 
water of life freely.' And this we witness, and need not go to buy of 
the sellers who have it not ; and he that overcometh shall inherit all 
things, and I will be his God, and he shall be my son. ' But the unbe- 
lieving, fearful and abominable, and murderers, and whoremongers, and 
sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars shall have their part in the lake 
which burns with fire and brimstone, which is the second death. 

But will not the sorcerers, whoremongers, idolaters, liars and murder 
ers say, that they are all believers in Christ ? ^ the devils beUeve, an 
tremble.' But ye do not believe in the light, as Christ commands, whic 
should lead you from the second death ; but ye hate the light, becau* 
your deeds are evil ; and will not come to it, because it will reprove yo 
And so this is the condemnation that light is come into the world ; b 
men love darkness rather than light : which light ye should believe 
and so become children of light, as Christ has commanded. So ev' 
true believer believeth as Christ has commanded ; and in so doing, t 
obey his command. 

And John said, John xzL * One of the seven angels tilked with 7 
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saying, come, I will shew thee the bride, the Lamb's wife ; and he shewed 
me the great city, holy Jerusalem, descending out of heaven from God.' 
And he that shewed it John, carried him away in the spirit to a great 
high mountain, &c. And so ye cannot see this holy city, new Jerusa- 
lem descending out of heaven from God, except ye be in the spirit that 
John was in, but this spirit ye deny. And so as the false city Babylon which 
was thrown down, seen by John then, and seen by the same spirit now, 
the great city, holy Jerusalem, that descends out from God, is set up, 
having the glory of God, and her shining was like unto a stone most 
precious. 

* And the wall of the city had twelve foundations, and in them the 
names of the Laihb and of the twelve apostles, and it had twelve gates, 
and at the gates, twelve angels, and the names written, which are the 
names of the twelve tribes of the children of Israel, and he that talked 
with me, had a golden reed to measure the wall and the gates of the 
city : and the city lay four-square, and the length is as large as the 
breadth of it : and he measured the city with the reed twelve thousand 
furlongs.' 

The Greek copy with Arias MorUanus* interlineary translation hath 
• it, RevelaliofiSy xxi. 16. r«^i«/( ^m^Tut x^xii^ttf ^tihK» tiiat is, furlongs, 
twelve times twelve thousand, that is, one hundred forty-four thou- 
sand, that is the length and breadth, and the height being equal, 
is twelve thousand, being in all, one million seven hundred twenty-eight 
thousand furlongs, that is, two hundred sixteen thousand miles, that 
is ten times the compass of the earth, as it is commonly accounted, or 
thereabouts. [Twelve,] in the prophetical manner of speech, is a full 
number, as twelve tribes : and the height, length and breadth being all 
twelve, is the completeness : and the wall twelve times twelve, the com- 
pleteness of a wall in cubits, that is one hundred forty-four cubits, the 
wall bearing proportion to the city, as cubits to furlongs, as the enclosing 
to the enclosed. The length, and the breadth, and the height were 
equal, and he measured the wall thereof, one hundred forty-four cubits, 
by the measure of a man, that is of the angel : and the twelve gates 
were twelve pearls, and every gate is of one pearl ; and the streets of 
the city are of pure gold, as shining glass. And I saw no temple therein, 
for the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are the temple of it ; and the 
city had no need of the sun, neither of the moon, to shine in it, for the 
glory of God did lighten it, and the Lamb is the light of it, and the 
people that are saved shall walk in the light of it, (mark, walk, not only 
talk,) and the kings of the earth shall bring their glory and honour unto 
it, and the gates of it shall not be shut by day, for there shall be no night 
there : and the glory and honour of the Gentiles shall be brought unto 
it, and there shall enter into it no unclean thing ; neither whosoever 
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workcth abomination or maketh lies. But they which are written in 
the Lamb*s book of life. [Afark, in the Lamb's book of life.] Though 
the gates stand open, and are not shut, none can enter in, no unclean 
one, nor any liar. The angels that stand at the gates, and which are 
ministering spirits in flames of lire, will keep such out. Rev. xxi. 

And all ye letter-professors that plead for imperfection, and your body 
of sin and death to the grave, which are the devil's dregs, these gates 
are guarded against you with that great luggage on your backs to enter 
in at 

And Rev, xxii. John sjiw a * pure river of water of life, clear as crys- 
tal, proceeding out of the throne of God and of the Lamb.' Happy 
are they that drink of this river. * And in the midst of the street of it, 
and on each side the river was the tree of life, which bears twelve 
manner of fruits, and giveth fruits every month.' Tliis is a fruitful tree 
that bcareth every month, and is not this Christ? this is beyond all the 
trees in the earth. And the leaves of this tree served to heal the nation 
with, and there shall be no more curse, but the throne of God and of the 
I^mb shall be iti it, and his servants shall serve him ; and they shall see 
his face, (to wit, the Lamb*s,) and his name shall be in their foreheads, 
and there shall be no nic:ht there, and they need no candle, nor light of 
the sun, for the ' Lord God giveth them light, and they shall reign for 
evermore.' These words are faithful and true : and the Lord God of 
the holy prophets sent his angel to shew unto his servants^ the things 
which must shortly be fulfilled. ' Seal not up the words of this book, 
for the time is at hand. He that is unjust and filthy, let him be unjust 
and filthy still.' So he will plead for his filthiness as long as he liveth. 
^He that is just and righteous, let him be just and righteous still.' And 
he will plead for his righteousness, which he hath from Christ, as long as 
he liveth. 

* Behold, I come shortly, and my reward is with me, to give unto every 
man according as his works shall be; I am Alpha and Omega, the be- 
ginning and ending, the first and last,' saith Christ: blessed are they that 
do his commandments, [mark, do not only talk,] that their right hand 
may be in the tree of hfc, and may enter in through the gate into the 
city : for without arc dogs, biters, worriers and enchanters, whoremon- 
gers, murderers, idolaters, and whosoever loveth and maketh lies. Here 
it is clear, all such are without the gates of this city, new Jerusalem, 
though they may talk of it, and give their meanings to it 

* And I, Jesus, have sent my angels to testify these things in the 
churches/ And the true churches are to give regard and belief unto 
his words, though the false churches do not And this Jesus sent from 
heaven after he was risen : and this I tell you professors that say there 
was no hearing of his voice from heaven after he was risen. ' I am 
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the root,' saith Christ, ' and of the generation of David, the bright and 
morning-star, and the spirit and bride saith, come, and let him that hear- 
eth, say, come, and let him that thirsteth come, and let whosoever will, 
take of the water of life freely.' And what could Christ say more? 
here all are invited to this water of life freely, but people had rather 
spend their money for that which is not bread. 

The bride, that is married to Christ, bids others come to the marriage 
of the Lamb, and the spirit bids them come to Christ : but if they will 
neither hear the spirit nor the bride, they are left without excuse, and 
he that heareth Christ, is commanded to bid others come, and take of 
the water of life freely, and to come to Christ, and to hear him, as God 
saith, ' this is my beloved Son, hear ye him,' in whom he is well pleased, 
and not to hear them, that do displease him, but ' learn of me,' saith 
Christ, ^ for I am the way, the, truth and the life: and no man cometh 
to the Father but by me. And this we witness, (blessed be the Lord 
forever,) in the same spirit that gave forth the scriptures, therefore, as 
John saith, ' he that hath an ear to hear let him hear what the spirit 
laith to the churches.' 

And we know, as Peter saith, that ' no prophecy,' in the scripture is 
jgf 'any private interpretation.' 2 Pei. L 2L And now are not all ye 
professors of the letter, (that say you have not the same spirit that gave 
forth the scriptures,) private interpreters of them ? and follow your own 
spirit as the prophet saith, and see nothing : for the prophecy came not 
in the old time by the will of man, but ' holy men of God spake as they 
were moved by the Holy Ghost,' and ye deny the having of this Holy 
Ghost now a-days, and call it an extraordinary spirit Ye deny that 
which Christ sends to lead his church, into all truth by : and make a 
mock at the movings of it, and a scoiT, as too often we have heard. 
' And none can call Jesus Lord but by the Holy Ghost :' and the true 
church-fellowship is in the Holy Ghost So it is an extraordinary spirit 
that people must pray and have fellowship in, and call Jesus Lord by, 
beyond man's spirit, by which the holy men's words are seen, which they 
spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost, but ye cannot believe 
that there are any holy men now a-days, nor hardly believe them that 
were so in the apostles' days, nor before : and those scriptures which the 
holy men spake forth as they were moved by the Holy Ghost, and came 
not by the will of men ; ye men in your own wills quarrel, jangle and 
dispute about, and are so wilful against others that witness the Holy 
Ghost, and are run into sects, one against another, and are not in fellow- 
ship, for how should ye that are out of the Holy Ghost be in the fellow- 
ship of the spirit? 

And Heb, iv. * For we which have believed do enter into rest, [mark, 
into rest,] and he that hath entered into rest, hath ceased from his own 
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works, as God did from his :' and so not to be saved by their own works, 
when thev arc ceased from them. 

Now if all they, that are called christians, were the true believers in 
the light, as Christ the light commands, they would enter into him, their 
rest, and be children of the light, and cease from their own works, as 
God did from his, but unbelief shuts out, for they entered not in, be- 
cause of unbelief, as Heb. iii. And the apostle saith, 1 Thcs. i. 5. * For 
our gos{>el unto you was not in word only, but in power and in the Holy 
Gliost.' 

Now if your gospel be not in power and in the Holy Ghost, but only 
in word ; how should we receive it, or you ? for the * gospel is the power 
of God ;' and if ye have not the same gospel which the apostle had, 
which gospel is the power of God, then have ye not the gospel of God : 
for ye say, ye have not the same power, then ye have not the same 
gospel ; then mark your |>ortion as the apostle tells you. Gai i. 8. And 
the a])ostle saith, * we approve ourselves to every man's conscience in 
the sij£ht of God.' 2 Cirr. iv. 2, So it is the duty of everv one that de- 
clares the gospel, and that has received to it, to approve themselves to 
every man's conscience, as the apostles did. And the apostle's words 
or doctrine was not yea, and nay : but hath not yours been yea and 
nay ? is it not yea in the time of a sunshine, and nay in the time of a 
storm ? and if it was not yea and nay, how come ye to turn from one 
religion to another so often ? but we know the gospel is yea, and not 
nay ; and * all the promises of God are yea in him,' to wit Christ ; * are 
yea and amen,' to the glory of God, and it is God which establishcth us in 
Christ, where all the saints are established : and hath anointed us and 
established us, who hath also * sealed us (mark, sealed us,) ' with the 
spirit of promise, and hath given us the earnest of the spirit in our hearts,' 
(mark, the earnest of the spirit in our hearts,) 2 Cor. xxii. ' For as the 
sulFerings of Christ abound in us, (mark, in us,) so our consolations abound 
through Christ :' and this we are sensible of, and all our mercy, peace, 
and comfort comes from him. 

* For we are unto God a sweet savour of Christ in them that are saved, 
and in them that perish, to the one we arc a savour of death unto death, 
and to the other the savour of life unto life.' 2 Cor, ii. 15, IG. And John 
xix. 3, 14, * we know that we are translated from death to life, (mark, 
are translated,) because we love the brethren : and he that loveth not 
his brother, abideth in death ; and he that saith, he remaineth in him,' 
to wit, Christ, ' he ought so to walk, as he hcith walked.' 1 Joh?i xxvi. 
* For as he is, [to wit, Clirist,] (saith John,) even so are we in this world.' 
1 John iv. 17. And now, would not ye professors of the letter, say, they 
blasphemed to say, that as Christ was, so were they in this present world? 
je that profess him, and do not possess him, are not ye such ? for they 
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that said they were Jews, and were not, (but the synagogues of Satan,) 
did not they lie and blaspheme ? and are not they such that profess 
themselves christians, but arc not, but in name only ? * for he is a Jew 
that is one inward : and the circumcision in the heart and in the spirit, 
not in the letter, whose praise is of God and not of man.' And so is not 
he a christian that is one inward in the heart, in the spirit, whose praise 
is not of men, but of God? Rom. ii. 29. And the apostle saith, 'seeing 
that ye have put off the old man with his works, and have put on the new 
man, which is renewed in knowledge after the image of him that created 
him.' Mark, ye professors, and others, that plead for your old man to 
the grave, here the old man was put off, and the new man put on, be- 
fore they went to the grave, as the apostle saith, Colos. iii. 8, 9. And 
John the Baptist, who was a man sent from God, that came for a wit- 
ness, ' to bear witness of the light,' said, ' he was not that light, but this 
light was the life iti the word, and the light in men, and this light shineth 
in the darkness, and the darkness comprehended it not ; and that was 
the true light, which Ughteth every man that cometh into the world.' 
Johfi i. 

And John i. 26, 27, he saith, ' but there is standing one among you, 
whom ye know not, (speaking of Christ,) he it is that cometh after me, 
which was preferred before me.' And John i. 15, bearing witness of 
Christ, he cried, saying, * this is he of whom I said, he that cometh after 
me is preferred before me, for he was before me.' Mark, before John, 
though as to his birth he came after him, but Christ was before John 
was, for * all things that were made, were made by him.' 

And John iii. 12, 13, where you may hear Christ's own words, * if when 
I tell you earthly things ye believe not, how shall ye believe if I tell you 
of heavenly things? for no man ascendeth up into heaven, but he that 
descended down from heaven, even the Son of man which is in heaven,' 
mark, in heaven. And further, John saith, ' he that hath the bride, is 
the bridegroom ; but the friend of the bridegroom which standeth and 
heareth him, rejoiceth greatly, because of the bridegroom's voice.' He 
that is from on high is above all,' to wit, Christ, * he is not of the earth ;' 
how can ye give him then that by-name, humane, when John saith, he 
is not of the earth ? mark, of the earth, for John saith, * he that is of the 
earth, is of the earth, and speaks of the earth ; he that is come from 
heaven is above all, and what he hath heard and seen, that he testifies, 
but no man receiveth his testimony, he that receiveth his testimony hath 
set to his seal that God is true.' John. iii. 

And John v. 22,*&c. *For the Father judgeth no man, but hath com- 
mitted all judgment to the Son,' because that all men should honour the 
Son, as they honour the Father ; for he that honoureth not the Son, the 
same honoureth not the Father that sent the Son. Mark, all men should 
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honour the Son, for, ' he died for all men,' and, ' is the Saviour of all 
men,' especially those that believe, and, ' enlightens all men,' and, * his 
grace hath appeared to all men,' to believe in and to teach them, which 
we are witnesses of, and testify unto. And John v. 24. * verily, verily, I 
say unto you, he that heareth my word, and believcth in him that sent 
me, hath cverKisting life, and shall not come into condemnation, but hath 
passed from death to life.' Mark, hath, then he is par^sed from the body of 
death and sin : and this we witness. And again, * verily, vcrily,'saith Christ, 
* I say unto you, the hour shall come and now is, (mark, now is,) when 
the dead shall hear the voice of the Son of God, and they that hear shall 
live. Marvel not at this, for the hour shall come/ saith Christ, * in which 
all that are in the graves shall hear his voice, and they shall come forth, 
they that have done good, to the resurrection of life ; but they that have 
done evil, to the resurrection of condemnation.' So mark your doings, 
for it is not a serving of God with your lips, John v. but ye must be re- 
warded according to your doings. 

And further Christ saith, * John bare witness of me,' to wit, the light. 
But have not your professors borne witness against this light, and call it 
natural and an idol ( which gives John Baptist the lie, who said it was 
the ' life in Christ, and light in men,' which we bear witness to. And 
Christ saith, * the Father himself, who hath sent me, bearcth witness of 
me, and ye have not heard his voice at any time, nor seen his shape :' 
and these were great letter-professors. And Christ saith to Philip, John 
xiv. ii. ' he that hath seen me, hath seen my Father: and believe that 
I am in the Father, and the Father is in me ; and the words that I 
speak unto you, I speak not of myself, but the Father that dwelleth 
in me doth the works.' So they that see not the Son, see not the 
Father ; and they that see the Son, see the Father. And if any man 
doth his will, to wit, Christ's, he shall know his doctrine : so they that 
do not Christ's will, do not know his doctrine, though they may talk of 
it, as John viL 17. And Christ saith, John xvi. * the bread of God is he 
which Cometh down from heaven, and giveth life unto the world. And 
Jesus said unto them, I am the bread of life, he that cometh to me, shall 
not hunger ; and he that believeth in me shall not thirst. For I came 
down from heaven,' to wit, Christ, [mark, from heaven,] * not to do my own 
will, but the will of him that sent me, and this is the will of him that 
sent me, that every man that seeth the Son and believeth in him, should 
have everlasting life, and I will raise him up at the last day.' And then 
the Jews murmured at him, as do the professors now, because he said 
he was the bread of life, and came down from heaven ; and said, ' is not 
this Joseph's son f so looked upon him carnally, as the professors now do, 
and call him humane. And Chrbt said unto them, ' murmur not, for no 
man can come unto me, except the Father draw him, that sent me, and I 
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will raise him up at toe last day 7' and it is \vritten in the prophets, 

* they shall he all taught of God. Therefore every man that hath heard 
and learned of the Father, cometh to me.' Mark, that hath heard and 
learned of the Father, cometh to the Son, which we witness. And 
Chrbt saith, * this is the true bread which cometh down from heaven, 
he that eatcth of it shall -not die ;' and * I am the living bread which 
came down from heaven,' saith Christ. And, ' if any man eat of this 
bread he shall live forever.' So it is not only talking of Clirist, but eat- 
ing and feeding of his flesh. * For the bread that I will give, is my flesh, 
which I will give for the life of the world.' And this we witness to be 
our bread, and have eaten of it, and therefore must needs own this flesh 
of Christ to be our heavenly bread, which comes down from heaven, and 
cannot deny our food, our daily bread. 

Then the letter-professing Jews murmured again, and said, *how 
can this man give us his flesh to eat V then said Jesus unto them, * ex- 
cept ye eat the flesh of the Son of man and drink his blood, ye have no 
life in you.' And this is our daily drink and daily food, the flesh and 
blood of him that comes from heaven. And what do ye letter-professors 
call this humane flesh, which ye must cat, and humane blood of Christ, 
which ye must drink, which came down from heaven ; whose flesh who- 
soever eattth, and drinketh his blood, hath eternal life, &c. And do any 
of you think that this bread, and this flesh and blood of Christ will 
corrupt, through which they that eat, have eternal life; *for my flesh 
is meat indeed, and my blood is drink indeed,' saith Christ, ' and his flesh 
saw no corruption, and we are redeemed not with corruptible things, 
but with the precious blood of Jesus Christ,' which is not corruptible. 

* And he that eateth my flesh and drinketh my blood,' saith Christ, * dwell- 
eth in me, and I in him, and as the living Father hath sent me, so live I 
by the Father : and he that eateth me, even he shall live by me.' So 
it is clear there is no living by Christ, and no dwelling in Christ and he 
in him, without eating his flesh and drinking his blood which came down 
from heaven : * and he that eateth this bread liveth forever. So ye must 
all come to eat and drink of this food, and praise God which will bring 
all into life and peace. 

Then some of the disciples murmured as well as the Jews at this say- 
ing, and he said unto them, ^ what then if you should see the Son of man, 
(mark. Son of man,) ascend up where he was before?' (mark, where he 
was before,) and then Christ interprets his own words, and saith unto the 
tw'elve, * will ye go away also?' and Peter said, ' Master, whither shall 
we go ? for thou hast the words of eternal life.' John vi. 

And John viii. 23. Jesus said unto the Jews, ^ ye are from beneath, I 
am from above : ye are of this world, I am not of this world; and ye 
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neither know mc nor my Father, if ye had known me, ye would have 
known my Father alsa' ver. 19. 

And * except ye believe that I am he, (to wit, the Christ,) ye shall die 
in your sins.' And Jesus said unto them, * when ye have lift up the Son 
of man, then shall ye know that I am he, and I do nothing of myself, but 
as my Father hath taught me.' 

And John viii. the Jews said unto Girist, ' thou art not yet forty years 
old, and how hast thou seen Abraham 7' Here they looked upon him 
carnally, and Jesus said unto them, ^ verily, verily I say unto you, before 
Abraham was I am,' then the Jews took up stones to cast at him, and 
said ' he hath a devil.' Here the devil got up in them that neither knew 
Christ's birth, nor as he was before Abraham. This is like our letter- 
professing spirit, that stoncth him where he is manifest in his people, and 
call his light an idol, and saith it is of the devil. So the professors now 
blaspheme his life the light, as the Jews blasphemed him in the days of 
his flesh. 

And John x. Jesus saith, ' I am the door of the sheep.' And again, ' I 
am the door, by me if any man enter he shall be saved, and shall go in 
and out and shall find pasture.' So there is no entering in nor out to 
this pasture but by Christ the door, the thief cometh not but to steal, 
kill and destroy. [Mark,] ' ye that steal the word from your neighbour,' 
and such are killers and destroyers. But ' I am come,' saith Christ, ' that 
ye might have life, and have it abundantly. I am the good shepherd, 
and lay down my life for my sheep, and know mine, and am known of 
mine.' 

* And as the Father knoweth me, so know I the Father : and I lay 
down my life for my sheep, and they shall hear my voice, and there shall 
be one sheepfold, and one shepherd.' And this we witness, glory to God 
forever. 

• And therefore doth my Father love me, because I lay down my life, 
that I might take it again ; and no man taketh it from me, but I lay it 
down of myself, for I have power to lay it down, and I have power to 
take it again, this commandment have I received of my Father.' And 
this set the Jews a murmuring again : but this power we witness Christ 
hath. And he saith, * the hireling will flee, because he is an hireling :' 
which your actions sufficiently manifest. And Jesus said unto Martha 
that • he was the resurrection and the life.' And she said unto him, ' yea 
Lord, I believe that thou art the Christ the Son of God, which should 
come into the world :' and this good testimony we witness unto, as John 
xi. 25, 26, 27. 

And John xiL 26. Jesus said, ' if any man ser>'e me let him follow me, 
[mark, he must follow Christ,] for where I am, there shall also my ser- 
vant be, and if any man serve me, him will my Father honour.' 
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' And if I were lifted up from the earth, I will draw all men unto 
me/ ver. 32. And this we are witnesses of, tliat Christ Jesus b lifted up, 
who hath drawn us after himself, and is drawing others. And John xiii. 
15. Christ says, ' I have given you an example, that ye should do as I 
have done unto you ; and if ye know these things, blessed are ye, if ye 
do them.' So they that talk of Christ, and do not, cannot have the 
blessing. For saith Christ, * ye call me Lord and Master, and ye say 
well, for so I am ;' and if your Lord and Master hath washed your feet, 
ye ought then to wash one another's feet. So then not to foul them. 
* And a new commandment give I unto you, that ye love one another, 
as I have loved you ; that ye also love one another, by this shall all men 
know ye are my disciples, if ye love one another.' And now how have 
the christians, so called in Christendom, kept this commandment, that 
have taken one another by the throat, and imprisoned and persecuted 
to death other christians 1 And by this may not all men know that they 
are not the disciples of Christ ? as John xiii. 34, 35. And chap. xiv. Christ 
saith, ' because I live ye shall live also, ye shall know that I am in my 
Father, and ye in me, and I in you.' [Mark, these were and are the 
true disciples and true christians.] ' And my peace I leave withyou, my 
peace I give unto you, not as the world giveth. I go away and will 
come unto you.' And this the disciples witnessed, Christ in them, and 
many others, and we also. ' And he that kcepeth my commandments, 
is he that loveth me, and he that lovcth me, shall be beloved of my 
Father, and I will love him, and will shew my own self to liim.' And 
this we witness, as John xiv. * And herein is my Father glorified, that 
ye bring forth much fruit, and be made my disciples ; and ye are my 
friends if ye do what I command you.* For it is the bearing of fruit 
that glorifies the Father of the disciples and learners of Christ, as John 
XV. 8. And they are his friends that do what he commands, and spend 
not away their time in talk. * And again, I have chosen you and or- 
dained you that ye should bring forth fruit, and that your fruit remain ; 
and if the world hate you, ye know it hated me' before it hated you. If 
yc were of the world, the world would love its own, but because ye are 
not of the world, (mark, are not of the world,) but I have chosen you 
out of the world, (blessed be his name forever,) therefore the world 
hateth you : and if 1 had not done works among them, which no other 
man did, they had not had sin, but now they have no cloak for their sin: 
for they have now seen, (to wit, my works,) and hated me and my Father, 
that it might be fulfilled that is written in their law, they hated me 
without a cause.' And chap. xvi. 28. * I came out from the Father, and 
came into the world.' Again, * I leave the world and go to the Father.' 
This is Christ's own testimony which we believe. ' And in me ye have 
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peace, (saith Clirkt,) in the world ye shall have afflictions, be of good 
comfort, I have overcome the world' 

And Jnhn xvii. Clirist saith, ' Thou (to wit, the Father,) hast given 
him, (to wit, the Son.) |K)wer over all flesh, that he should give eternal 
life to all them that thou hnst given him. And this is life eternal, that 
thcv know thee to be the only very (iwi, and Jesus Christ, whom thou 
hast sent. So it is not eternal lit'o to talk of Ciod and Christ, but to know 
God and Jesus Christ, that he hath stnt ; and to know God and Jesus 
Christ is with the light that shines in the heart, that gives the knowledge 
of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ, and this is treasure in 
the eartlien vessel. 2 Cor. iv. And saith Clirist, now glorify me thou 
Father with thy own self, witli the jjlory that I had with thee before 
the world be<:an ; mark, heft^rc the world he^an. 

Again, 'Holy Father, (saith Christ.) keep them in thy name, even 
them whom thou ha*t ^iven me, that they may be one as we are one. 
Here is the love of Christ to his people. I have given them thy word, 
and the word hatcth tiiem, because they are not of the world, [mark,] 
as I am not of the world. For their sakes sanctify I myself, that they 
also miiy be sanctified through the truth, as thou didst send me into the 
world, so have I sent them into the world : and the glory that thou 
gavest me 1 have given them, that they may be one as we are one, (and 
these are Christ's own words,) I (to wit, Christ,) in them, and thou in 
me, that tliey may be made perfect in one.' 1 John xvii. These are the 
learners of Christ, which we witness unto : and here is an union and a 
fellowship with the Son and the Father, Chri^t in his people, and God in 
Christ. 

* And Father I will that they which thou hast given me, be with me 
even where I am, that they may behold my glory which thou hast given 
me, for thou lovedst me before the foundation of the world. [Mark, 
before the foundation of the world,] O! righteous Father, the world also 
hath not known thee, but I have known thee, and these have known 
that thou hast sent me.' (to wit, Christ.) And we have known that God 
hath sent Christ, and God is in Christ, and Christ is in us, and we are 
in him : and this we witness, blessed be his holy name forever. John xviL 

• For we are meml)ers of his body, of his flesh, and of his bones, Eph, 
y. 30. And hath raised us up together, and hath made us sit together 
in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus. Eph. ii. 6. Who remaineth in 
the heaven still all things be restored. Acts, iii. 21. Who hath restored 
and is restoring: and this we witness, blessed be his name forever.' 

And Simeon said, ^ hohold this child is appointed for the fall and rising 
again of many in Israel, and fur a sign, [mark, for a sign,] which shall 
be spoken against, yea a sword shall pierce through thy soul, that the 
thoughts of many hearts may be opened. And Hannah, a prophetess, 
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flhe confessed likewise the Lord, and spake of him, (to wit, Christ,) to all 
that looked for redemption in Jerusalem.' 

So here was a woman confessor and preacher of Christ, to as many 
as looked for redemption by him, as there are many women confessors 
and preachers of Christ now, to as many as look for redemption by him ; 
and to them that do not, that they may know there is no salvation 
given under heaven by any other name, but by the name of Jesus, that 
they may all come to obey God^s command, who said, ^ this is my beloved 
Son, hear ye him :' and Christ's command, who saith, ' learn of me, for 
I am meek and lowly in heart.' And here they may know their priest, 
their prophet, shepherd and bishop of their souls ; and know his birth, 
his doctrine and sufierings, death and resurrection, and as he was with 
the Father before the world began, Christ Jesus, who hath redeemed 
them, and died for them, and bought them with a price, that they may 
glorify him in body, soul and spirit, which are the Lord's, which be hath 
given them so to do, amen saith my soul. G. F. 

A Brief Appendix, or Supplement. 

Christ is called the Messiah, John i. 41. which Messiah, by interpre- 
tation is Christ And the angels said unto them that sought Jesus, after 
he was risen, *• why seek ye the living among the dead T* when they 
came to look for him in the sepulchre. Moreover the angel said, * he is 
not here but is risen : remember how he spake unto you, when he was 
yet in Galilee, saying, that the Son of man must be delivered into the 
hands of sinful men, and be crucified, and the third day rise again ; 
and they remembered his words. Luke xxiv. 6, 7. Mait xvii. 23. Mark 
ix. 3L 

And he was a prophet mighty in deed and in word, before (rod and 
all the people ; but the high priests and rulers delivered him to be con- 
demned to death, and crucified him.' Here ye may see, the chief priests 
had a hand in it. 

And Matt. xxvi. 24. Christ saith, ' surely the Son of man goeth his 
way, as it is written of him, but woe be unto that man, by whom the 
Son of man is betrayed ; it had been good for that man if he had never 
been born.' So it was the Son of man that was betrayed and crucified, 
not as he was God ; and he that was betrayed and crucified, to wit, the 
Son of man, is he that is risen. 

And John vL 62. Christ said, ^ what then if ye shall see the Son of 
man ascend up where he was before V [mark, the Son of man.] 

And John xiii. 31, 32. when Judas that betrayed him, was gone out 
from him, Jesus said ' now is the Son of man glorified, and God is glori- 



» ■ » ■ • 

:■".. ■■:■ •^^cj •?.••:«■* ■ 

150 

fied in him, if God be glorified in him, God shaD glorify him in himself, 
and shall straightway glorify him.' 

And John iii. 13. Christ saith, ' but he that descended from heaven, 
the Son of man, which is in heaven/ And this we believe, though ye 
have given him other names, as humane body, or humanity, which 
names are not found in scripture ; neither is he called by such names by 
God or Christ, or his apostles ; but he is called the Messiah, the Im- 
manuel, the Son of man, and the Holy Thing, and the Word of God, 
and the Amen, (&c. Rev. iii. 14. But where in scripture can we find 
such names, as humane body and humanity given to Christ ? and Christ, 
as ye say, is in heaven with a carnal body ; and so we cannot believe you 
further, then ye give forth scripture for your names and terms that ye 
give to Christ. 

MalL xxviii. Christ, after he was risen, saith, * all power is given unto 
me in heaven and in earth, &c. [Mark,] and this we believe of him, 
' ibr he hath manifested himself in us, by his light and power, who was 
crucified without the gates at Jerusalem, and was buried, and rose the 
third day, and is at the right hand of God, and said unto his disciples, 
he would come again unto them, and dwell in them ; and this we wit- 
ne»k that he dwelt in his saints, and in us his people ; and God hath 
made ns ni together in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, as before. 
And those ages are come that the apostles declared of, (glory to God !) 
and we can say, |^ry to God through Jesus Christ forever, who was set 
up bom everlasting to everlasting, who is the rock of ages, yea our rock 
in our agei who is the foundation of many generations, yea our founda- 
tion in our generation, who is our chief corner-stone, (by which we stand 
against all the foul weather and storms of the professors and profane,) 
who is elect and precious, who is the first and last, who bruiseth the 
serpent's head that led man into transgression from God, and Christ it is 
who leads man again unto God. So he is our way, our truth, and our 
life, resurrection, sanctification, wisdom and justification, and our redeem- 
er. Saviour and Mediator betwixt us and God ; and through him we 
have peace with God, who was the foundation of the prophets and 
apostles, ' Christ the same to-djiy, yesterday and forever,' who remaineth 
in the heavens, till all things be restored, who is our restorer, and is re- 
storing up into heavenly places, by his grace, light, spirit and power ; 
yea many are restored and quickened, and made alive, and made to sit 
together in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, who is their heavenly 
shepherd, and feeds them in the pastures of life, who has laid down his 
life for his sheep, and bought and purchased them with his blood, and 
his sheep know his voice and follow him, and will not follow the liire- 
ling. And he is our prophet, that God hath raised up like unto Moses, 
whom we do hear, who opens the book to us, and the book of life, (and 






opens the book of the law and the prophets, and lets us see him the sub- 
stance of them, that we can sing and rejoice and praise God through 
him,) by which we can see our name written therein, and no man can 
shut them, nor can any man open them, but he ; glory to God forever, d^c. 

And Christ is our * priest made higher than the heavens,' he ' is anoint- 
ed by the Holy Ghost.' Acts x. 38. He is 'holy, harmless, and separate 
from sinners ;' and he is made higher than the heavens ; and ' such an 
high priest becomcth us, who oiTercd up hinnelf for us,' and sanctifies 
his church, and offers it up to God, and he is the holy head of his church. 
And Christ is our heavenly bishop that doth oversee us, by his spirit and 
power. And God has given Christ for a leader and a coimsellor; so he 
is both our leader, counsellor, and commander ; a counsellor to counsel 
us concerning the things of God and of his kingdom, and the world that 
hath no end. So glory to God and the ' Lamb, who was slain and is 
alive again,' glory be unto God and the Lamb for evermore. And the 
Lamb shall have the victory ; and this we believe, let the beast and 
whore make never so much war against him and us, I say, the Lamb 
shall have the victory, and this we believe, though all the wild beasts 
and the wolves, and the dogs, the goats and bulls of Bashan, the spotted 
leopards, and all the wild heifers of Ephraim, the horses of Pharaohi and 
the wild Ishmaels, profane £saus, envious Cains, which may gather in a 
brotherhood, and Gog and Magog, professor and profane, if all these rise 
against the Lamb and his followers, yet I say and believe the Lamb 
shall have the victory over the beast, whore and dragOD, devO and Satan 
and his followers: Christ is a-top of the head of them all, for he was 
before they were, and will be when they are gone, glory to God forever. 
Come, therefore, let us sing the song of Moses, and of the Lamb, which 
none can learn but they that are redeemed from the earth ; for we 
know our beloved and we have found him when we passed the watch- 
men of the night, who smote us, and wounded us : so we can say, * my 
beloved is mine and I am his.' He hath knocked at the door of our 
hearts, and we have let him in, and he is come to sup with us, and we 
with him. Rev. iii. 20, of the spiritual and heavenly supper at the table 
of the Lord Jesus Christ, which is above the table of devils out of the 
truth ; glory to God forever. Amen. Hallelujah. 

And further, concerning what the angel said of Christ to Mary. The 
angel answered and said unto Mary, ' the Holy Ghost shall come upon 
thee, and the power of the Most High shall overshadow thee,' there- 
fore, also, *• that Holy Thing that shall be born of thee, shall be called 
the Son of God.' Luke i. 25. 

And Joseph of Arimathea, went to Pilate, ' and asked of him the body 
of Jesus.' Now Joseph did not call it the humane body of Jesus, or give 
it such a name as may be seen in the Evangelists : and no where did 
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they give him such names as humane body, or humanity, which names 
ye have added to him more than the scriptures do. 

And 1 Cor. xi. ' the apostle saith, ' he that eateth and drinkcth un- 
worthily, catcth and drinkcth his own damnation, because he discerns 
not the Lord^s body.' Now what say ye to this, ye that call his body 
humane? may not every unworthy cater see and discern that which is 
humane ? 

And I Cor. X. ' they did all eat of the same spiritual meat, and drink 
of the same spiritual drink, for they drank of that spiritual rock (hat fol- 
lowed them, and that rock was Christ/ So is not Christ called a spiri- 
tual rock, and was not this before he was born of the A'irgin ? 

And further he saith, *God was not well pleased with many of them, 
for they were overthrown in the wilderness. 

And Christ saith, ' I am the resurrection and the life : he that believeth 
in me, though he were dead, yet shall he live.' And * whosoever liveth 
and believeth in me shall never die.' Believe ye this, ye professors, as 
Mary did ? 

And ye make a great deal ado concerning with what bodies people 
shall be raised? and about the body of Christ; therefore, be satisfied 
with the apostle's doctrine : for the apostle saith, * some men will say, 
how are the dead raised, and with what bodies shall they come forth V 
and therefore, he saith, ' awake to live righteously, and sin not ; for some 
have not the knowledge of God, I speak this to your shame.' Therefore 
8ee» is not this your condition, that make such a work about the body of 
Christ, and with what bodies people shall be raised up ; and the apostle 
saith to such, ' them fool, that which thou sowcst, is not quickened ex- 
cept it die, and that which thou sowcst, thou sowest not that body that 
shall be.' So he tells here plainly it is not the same, and calls thee a 
fool that questionest if thou sowest wheat or other corn, let the husband- 
man, answer thee in this. 

Further the apostle tells thee, 'God giveth it a body as plcaseth 
him, and to every seed its own body.' And therefore, people are to wait 
upon, and trust in God, to give it a body as pleaseth him ; and the apos- 
tle tells thee, there are also heavenly bodies, and there are earthly bodies, 
hut the glory of the heavenly is one, and the glory of the earthly is 
another, ' so also is the resurrection of the body.' (Mark, can ye read 
people here ?) he further tells you, ' it is sown in corruption, it is raised 
in incorruption.' And of the heavenly bodies and earthly bodies, this 
heavenly is not earthly ; is it ? ' it is sown a natural body, and raised a 
spiritual body,' and there is a natural body, and there is a spiritual body. 
So is natural spiritual ? as it is also . written, ' the first man was made a 
living soul, and the last a quickening spirit,' to wit, Christ (Mark, made 
a quickening spirit) Uowbeit that was not first made, which is spi- 
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ritualy but that which is natural, and afterward that which is spiritual. 
Oinnot ye read this ? are not ye awake ? doth not the apostle bid you 
awake, that ye may read and see ? * the first man is of the earth, earthly ; 
(mark, the first man,) the second man is the Lord from heaven.' (Mark, 
the second man, to wit, Christ.) 

And is the first man humane, and the second man the Lord from 
heaven, humane also ? will ye give thorn both the name humane ? where 
had ye such words to call the second man withal? not from the scrip- 
tures, for they give him no such hy-names. 

And the apostle further tells you, * as is the earthly, so such are the 
earthly, (like itself, and will call other things like itself,) and as is the 
heavenly, such are they also that are heavenly, like itself again : and as 
we have borne the image -of the earthly, [mark,] so slmll we hear the 
image of the heavenly.' And can the apostle express himself in more 
plain words ? 

So here is an image of the earthly, and an image of the heavenly ; 
these are two bodies, and two images, earthly and heavenly": so well 
might the apostle say, *thou fool;' for an heavenly image is not an 
earthly, a spiritual body is not a natural, nor an heavenly body an 
earthly. So thou fool, that which thou sowest, thou sowe^st not that body 
that shall be. (Mark, that shall be.) 

And the apostle saith, ' at the last trumpet the dead shall be raised 
up incorruptible, [mark, incorruptible,] and we shall be changed in a 
moment, in the twinkling of an eye.' And that is a quick change; and 
do not the fools say, they shall not be changed, but muflt be raised with 
the corruptible, the same ? 

And further, 1 Cor. xv. 53. the apostle saith, ' this corruptible must 
put on incorruption, neither doth corruption inherit incorruption, (so it 
is not the same,) and this mortal must put on immortality.' So it is not 
the same. ' And when this corruptible hath put on incorruption, and 
this mortality hath put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass this 
saying that is written, death is swallowed up in victory. O death where 
is thy sting? grave where is thy victory?' the sting of death is sin, 
and the strength of sin is the law. 

So the grave hath not victory over immortality, that is above the 
sting of death. ' But thanks be unto God, which hath given us the vic- 
tory through our Lord Jesus Christ.' And this we witness, and believe 
what the apostle saith. 

And the apostle further saith, • behold I will shew you a mystery, we 
shall not all sleep, but we shall be changed.' (Mark, be changed,) so 
then not the same: which the husbandman will teach thee. 

Moreover, Phil. iii. 20. the apostle saith, ' but our conversation is in 
heaven, from whence we look for the Saviour, even our Lord Jesus 

Vol. v.— 20 
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Christ, who shall charge our vile body, that it maybe fashioned like unto 
his glorious body.' So if the vile body be changed and fashioned like 
unto his glorious body, it is not the same, and consequently do not ye un- 
dervalue the Lord Jesus Clirist and his body, ye that are giving such by- 
names to his body, as humane, and humanity ? yea, some have been so 
bold, as to say he is in heaven with a natural and carnal body ; but 
these have been some of the grossest sort of professors. And the most 
sort of professors say, be is in heaven with a humane body. But these 
are not scripture terms or names, for if your vile, natural and humane 
bodies must be changed, and made like unto his glorious body, then how 
can ye say that Christ is in heaven with a carnal, natural, or humane 
body ? For man, [that is, the natural,] knows not the things of God, and 
[carnal,] is sold under sin, as the apostle tells you. And is not humane 
from the ground ? but doth not Christ say, he is from above ? the second 
man is the Lord from heaven, and his body is a glorious body, and he 
is the heavenly, spiritual man. Therefore, all that profess scriptures 
and Christianity, let them keep to scripture terms, and to those names, 
which God and Christ and the holy men of God in scripture had given 
to it and him, which are found words not to be condemned. G. F. 
Worcester Prison J the25th of the 11/A month, 1675. 

\i^ Reader, he pleased to dbserce, thai the author of this treatise having the 
ancient approved Bible, printed in Queen ElizahetVs reigti ; most of the 
qu(^ationt being taken out of the same, differs in some expressions from 
our new translation, but not in substance. 



A SMALL TREATISE CONCERNING SWEARING 

Ilf TUG OLD TIME OF THE LAW, WITH ITS USE : 

And an end put to it in the Gospel by Jesus Christ : who forbiddeth all swear- 
ing, and sets up Yea and Nay instead thereof — By G. F. 

Concerning swearing by the name of the Lord before the law, and 
in the law ; its time, use, and service, which was to continue until Christ 
came, who fuUils the law, and says, ' swear not at all,' and sets up yea 
and nay instead of it 

And how all false and vain swearing was forbidden by the law, and 
all swearing is forbidden by Christ, yea, the oatli of the Lord, which 
to end differences. 
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And how CSirist performs God's oath, and commands yea, yea, and 
nay, nay, instead of it. 

And to end the trespasses and diflcrences in his church, he sets up 
two or three witnesses : Christ saith, ' out of the mouth of two or three 
witnesses every word shall be established.' MtUL xviii. 10. 

And the apostle saith, 2 Cor, xiL 1, *in the mouth of two or three 
witnesses every word shall be established.' 

And the apostle James, who forbids swearingy says, ' so speak ye, and 
80 do ye.' James v. and James ii. 12. 

Wherein all may plainly see tliat they that were to swear, it was to 
the Lord, and perform their oath to him ; and as for false oaths that they 
did swear, they were forbidden by the Lord in his law ; and this oath 
that they were to perform to the Lord, was the oath that Christ forbad. 

For before the law you may see Abraham said to his servant, * I will 
make thee to swear by the Lord, the God of heaven, and the God of the 
earth.' Gen. xxiv. 

So this swearing was not by any book, or any creature, but by the 
Lord, &.C. And this was the oath which was to be performed to the 
Lord, which Christ speaks of and forbad, as was commanded in the law, 
and not to swear falsely. 

And in the time of the law you may see in Exod. xxii. 1 1, when there 
was any matter of diiference amongst the children of Israel about out- 
ward things, then the oath of the Lord should be between them; and 
this oath was to end the difference : so still you may see it was the oath 
of the Lord, it was not an oath by the book, or by any creature. 

And this oath was not to be commonly taken, for that was a * taking 
God's name in vain,' (as christians do now,) they were not to swear 
by the Lord but upon great occasions. 

Levit. V. * For if a soul sin, and hear the voice of swearing, and is a 
witness, whether he hath seen or known of it, if he do not utter it, then 
he shall bear his iniquity.' So you may see here, how that no man was 
to swear, but upon special occasion ; whosoever did hear any swearing, 
if he did not discover it, he was to bear his iniquity : and therefore con- 
sider, all ye that profess yourselves christians, and the gospel, what a 
great iniquity you are in by swearing, and others that hear it, and do 
not discover it, for such things were to be punished by the law of God. 

And now do ye think that the gospel gives you liberty to belch out so 
many oaths ? Oh no ! for Christ forbids in his gospel, the ' true swearing 
by the Lord,' which was to be performed to him, and to be taken but 
upon urgent business to end controversies in the old time of the law : 
that is the oath that Christ ends, and sets up yea and nay above it and 
the law ; and Christ forbad, much more the vain and false swearing. 
And do ye think that the Jews do not hiss at you, that call yourselvef 



19 



15G 

christians in gospel times, that belch out so many oaths in your needless 
talk, when their law punishes all common swearers, and those that hear 
swearing and do not discover it, must bear their iniquity ; for this is 
taking God*s name in vain, and using swearing, or oalhs in those places 
which God did not command them, but upon special occasions, for his 
service, and to end controversies, &c. was this oath commanded to be 
performed to the Lord, which oath, as I said before, Christ ends and 
forbids. * For if a soul swear, pronouncing with his lips to do good or 
evil, whatsoever it be that a man shall pronounce with an oath, and it 
be hid from him, when he knoweth of it, then he shall be guilty in one 
of these, he shall confess that he hath sinned in that thing, and he shall 
bring his trespass-ofiering unto the Lord for his sins,* tSic. Levit. v. 

So now, if there was any oflering to be otfered for the trespass in 
swearing needlessly in the old time of the law, is not Christ the oifering 
that has ended all offerings for trespasses, and is an oflfcring for man*a 
sins and trespasses to be looked at, and obeyed above all? not that man 
should trespass more in swearing, and say Clirist is offered up for his 
trespass, and presume thereby to add sin unto sin. 

So Christ ends all swearing, and is the offering that is offered up to 
the T^rd for all true christians for their sins. And in Levit. xix. 'ye 
shall not swear by my name falsely, neither shall ye profane the name 
of thy God, I am the Lord.' 

So you may see here, swearing falsely was forbidden by the law of God, 
and swearing idly is a profaning the name of the Lord ; for God did not 
give his oath to his people to swear idly in their customary talk, nor 
falsely, but to be performed to the Lord upon special occasions ; and that 
is the oath, as I said before, Christ forbad and ends. 

And in JVumb. xxx. ' if a man did swear an oath, and bound his soul 
to the Lord with a bond, he was not to break it, but he shall do accord- 
ing to all that hath proceeded out of his mouth, either vows or oaths. 
So here you may see they were to perform their oath unto the Lord ; 
which oath of the Lord bound their souls as with a bond ; and this was 
the oath which ' Qirist, the oath of God, came to fulfil,' and forbids 
amongst the Jews, which had this oath to perform to the I^rd. 

And so Christ is the oath of God, by which all souls of men and wo- 
men are bound to perform what proceeds out of their mouths at yea and 
nay, without swearing, and not to break their word which proceeds out 
of their moutlis. 

And in DeuL vi. ' it is said, thou shalt fear the Lord thy God, and 
swear by his name,' mark, by his name, not by the four books of Moses, 
not by any other name, but ^ by the name of the Lord ;' not by any 
creature, but by the name of the Lord : this was the true oath which 
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ivas to be performed to the Lord in the old time, (which as I said be* 
lore,) this is the oath which Christ forbids, and ends. 

And in Deut. x. ' thou shalt fear the Lord thy God, and him shalt thoa 
serve, and to him shalt thou cleave, and swear by his name :' so not by 
any other name under the whole heaven, or book, but by the name of 
God, and perform their oath to him : but this was his people's swearing ; 
but God sware by himself concerning his Son, who brings people from 
under the law that commands swearing, who ends both law and swear- 
ing : and so what people do now, must be done in the name of Jesus, 
at yea and nay ; and they know that ' there is no salvation by any other 
name under the whole heaven, but by the name of Jesus, who does 
fulfil the oath of God to him and us, that God sware, and ends and for- 
bids the oath that men sware unto God under the law in the old time : 
and now commands yea and nay to be spoken in lieu of an oath, for 
whatsoever is more than that, is evil. 

And the apostle saith, Colos. iiL 17. ^ whatsoever ye do in word or in 
deed, do all in the name of Jesus Chrbt' &c. 

Now mark, this comprehends all that ever a man does or says in word 
or deed, ' it must be done in the name of Jesus, whose name is above 
every name.' 

- And in Joshua iL it may be seen how Rahab the harlot, said unto 
the spies, ' now therefore I pray you, swear unto me by the Lord.' So 
you may see though she was of another nation, and a harlot, yet the 
spies did swear unto her by the Lord, according to her desire, * and this 
oath was to be performed unto the Lord :' she did not tie them to swear 
to her by the books of Moses, nor desire it, nor by their own customary 
oaths of her country, but by ' the Lord, which was to be performed to 
the Lord :' and this is the oath that Christ ends, and sets up yea and nay 
instead of it. 

And in Joshua xxiiL it is said, ' that ye come not anK>ngst those na^ 
tions, that remain among you, neither make mention of the name of their 
gods, nor cause to swear by them :' here you may see it was forbidden 
to swear by the gods of other nations, but only to swear by the name of 
the Lord which was the true oath that Qirist ends. 

So this one oath by the Lord, that people was to swear by his name 
in the time of the law, it was a type of that oath that the Lord sware 
concerning his Son, who ends and forbids this true oath in the old time 
of the law, who comes to fulfil the law, and gathers people into his own 
name above every name, where salvation is ; and commands them, let 
their yea be yea, and nay, nay, for whatsoever is more is evil.' 

And in 1 Sam* xix. when Saul sware, it was by the Lord, not by books 
nor creatures. 

And in 1 Sam, xxiv. David when he sware unto Saul, it was by the 
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I^rd, and not by books nor creatures, nor by the gods of other nations ; 
and this was the true oath which was to be porformed to the Lord in 
the old law, which Christ forbids and ends. ^ 

And in 1 Sam. xxx. * the young man of i^gypt that was servant to 
Amalek ; who said unto David, swear unto me by God, that thou wilt 
not kill me, nor deliver me unto my msister.' &.c. 

And so here you may see though they were pf other nations, it was 
in vain to put any oath to the Jews but the oath of the Lord, which 
was to be performed to the Lord in the old law, which Clu-ist forbids, 
and ends, and his apostle James. James v. 12. 

And Joab, 2 Sam. xix. when he ' sware to David it was by the Lord.' 

And in 1 Kings when David sware to Bathsheba, ' that Solomon should 
reign after him, it was by the Lord, and when David sware that Shimei 
should not die,* it was by the Lord, as you may see in 1 Kings ii. 

And when Solomon sware, it was by the Lord ; and when he made 
Shimei to swear, it was by the Lord, though he broke it, which was to 
have been performed to the Lord. 

And Solomon saith in 1 Kings viii. ' if a man trespass against his neigh- 
bour, and he require an oath of him to cause him to swear, and the 
oath come before the altar in this house: then hear thou in heaven, and 
judge thy servants, and condemn the wicked.' So here you may see the 
use of the true oath, and swearing by the Lord, and it was to come be- 
fore hb altar in his house ; which house, and oath, and altar, and law, 
has Christ ended and fulfilled ; and all these before mentioned did not 
swear by books or creatures, or any other name, but by the Lord in the 
old time, which ' was to be performed to the Lord.' 

So this oath and swearing was to end the trespass ; and * Girist comes 
to end trespasses, and swearing,' and the oath, and to blot out our sins 
and trespasses, and sets up yea and nay instead of the true oath which 
was to be performed to the Lord, and • whatsoever is more is evil.' 

And in 2 Chron. xv. * And thev sware unto the Lord with a loud voice 
and all Judah rejoiced at the oath which they had sworn with all their 
hearts.' &c. 

So here you may see again that swearing was by the Lord, and to 
the Lord, and not by any books or creatures, but only to the Lord, ;ind 
' to be performed to him, (which, as I said before,) this is the oath which 
Christ forbids and ends.' 

And * Nebuchadnezzar made Zedekiah swear by God,' for he knew 
that that was the oath he was to take, and not force him to swear by 
his own god or idols, as you may see. 2 Chron. xxxvi. 

So this was the true oath to swear by the Lord, though he did not 
perform it, which Christ ends. 

And in JVehem. ziiL ' he made the people to swear by God,' which 
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was the true oath, and not to swear by the books of the prophets, or 
Moses, or any other creatures or name, but * by the living God, which 
according to the law of God w^s to be performed,' which Christ ends, 
as I said before. 

And David saith, ' he that sweareth to his own hurt, and changcth 
not, Psal. XV. and Psal. xxxvi. * and the king shall rejoice in God, every 
one that sweareth by him shall glory :' here you may see the swearing 
was by the Lord, * who is above all the gods of the earth,' and above 
all creatures ; so not to swear by books or creatures, but by the Lord, 
when there was occasion for the deciding of strife ; and thpugh it be to 
his own hurt, yet was he to swear to the Lord, that is just and true, 
and perform it to the Lord by the command of the Lord, in his law in 
the old time ; but this law of oaths, Christ ends and forbids. 

And in Isa. xlv. it is said, * I have sworn by myself, and the word is 
gone out of my mouth in righteousness, and shall not return, that unto 
me every knee shall bow, and every tongue shall swear.' 

Now in the time of the law, they were to swear by the Lord, but 
Christ Jesus that saith * swear not at all,' who is the oath of God; and 
when he came, he fulfilled God's oath, who saith 'swear not at all ;' and 
God's word and oath did not return, but was fulfilled in Christ, that 
saith ' swear not at all.' 

So as it is said in Isaiah, aforesaid, ^ every knee shall bow, and every 
tongue shall swear ; but the apostle that preached Christ Jesus and his 
gospel, saith in Rom. xiii. it is written, ' as I live saith the Lord, every 
knee shall bow to me, and every tongue shall confess to God.' 

Now mark, it is not here, * every tongue shall swear,' as it is written 
in Isaiah, they were to swear in the old time of the law, but in the 
time of the gospel they shall confess ; for if the apostle had said, every 
tongue shall swear to him, he had contradicted Christ's words, who said 
* swear not at all,' but * every tongue shall confess to God ;' so swear not 
by God, and perform their oath to the Lord now in the time of the gospel. 

So Christ performed God's oath, and took away the oath of God 
amongst men, that they were to swear by the Lord, and set up yea and 
nay instead of it. 

And in PhU. to the same purpose, * that at the name of Jesus every 
knee shall bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and under the 
earth, and that every tongue shall confess that Christ Jesus is Lord, to 
the glory of God the Father.' 

So the oath of God, that he sware by himself, concerning Christ Jesus, 
who ends the oath of God amongst men, (to bind them and tie them up 
to God,) Chrbt Jesus ends, and so every tongue comes to confess Jesus 
Christ, the oath of God, who brings men up to God ; so that ' at the 
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name of Jesiu fveiy knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things 
in earth/ &c. 

So the prophet saith every tongue shall swear ; but Christ that is 
greater than the prophet, says, • swear not all :' and the ai)ostle3 that 
preached him, say every tongue shall confess him and his pospel : so it 
was swearing to the Lord in the old time of the law, hut confessing to 
the Lord in the time of the gospel, as you may see in the scriptures. 

And in Im. xlviii, * Hear this, O house of Jacob, which are called by 
the name of Israel, and arc come out of the waters of Judah, which 
swear by the name of the Lord, and make mention of the God of Israel, 
but not in truth nor in righteousness.' 

So you may sec all such swearing, and mentioning of God, * not in 
truth, nor righteousness,' was declared against in the time of the law 
and prophets. 

So Christ did not come to fulfil any false thing, but the true types 
and shadows and figures of him; and the oath that they were to swear 
by the Lord, and perform it in truth and righteousness ; and this was 
the oath that Christ told the Jews, • it was said bv them in the old time 
they were to perform to the Lord, but I say unto you sw^ear not at all :' 
so here was the old time and the new time, the old time in the law and 
prophets that commanded swearing, and the new time in Christ and his 
gospel, that commands not to swear. 

And again, Isaiah saith, in chap. Ixv. 16. < he who blesses himself in the 
earth, shall bless himself in the God of truth, and he that sweareth in the 
earth, shall swear by the God of truth.^ 

So you may see here they were to swear still by the God of truth in 
the old time of the law and prophets, and not to swear by any creatures 
or books, or any other thing but by the God of truth, and perform their 
oath to him, according to the law and prophets, which, as I said before, 
was the old time, but Christ in his time and gospel says, ' swear not at 
all,' which was the new time, and doctrine ; to preach down the sacri- 
fices, and altars, and oaths, and he it is that brings men up to God, 
and to a farther righteousness than that of the law : and as Jeremiah 
saith, Jer. v. ' though they say the Lord liveth, yet surely they swear 
falsely :' those were they that had the form of the law and prophets^ 
but were out of the power, and truth, and righteousness; which were 
forbidden, and looked upon as false swearers, because their hearts were 
gone from the Lord. 

So you may see it was a weighty thing to swear by the Lord, and to 
perform their oath to the Lord ; which this weighty oath, Christ the sub- 
stance, comes to end, who is the oath of God, and says, ' swear not at all.' 
So the righteousness of Christ exceb and exceeds the righteousness 
of the law and prophets, and of their swearing. 
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And again, Jeremiah saith in the same chap. * how shall I pardon thee 
for this, thy children have forsaken me, to wit, the Lord, and have sworn 
bj them that are no ^ods.' 

So you may sue here to swear by other gods, and to forsake the Lord, 
it is a question how it shall be pardoned : so the oath which was to be 
sworn, was only i)ylhc Lord, and not by other gods. 

^ow look in Christendom, and see what abundance of pettish, frivo- 
lous, foolish, idle oaths there are amongst them, who are commanded 
by Christ not to swear at all, no, not the true oath ; and in the time of 
the law it was a question by the prophet of their pardon, that did not 
swear by the Lord ; and therefore what will become of you, that call 
yourselves christians, that swear so vainly, when your master Christ, 
forbids all swearing. 

And in Jer. viL aiwi ix. there he reproves them for swearing falsely, and 
walking after other gods. 

So you may see, false swearers were reproved in the time of the law 
and prophets, that was done before Christ came, who came to fulfil the 
true oath, that was to be performed (o God : Christ, I say did end that, 
and did perform the oath of God and fulfil it. 

And in Jer. xii. ' the Lord s«'ud he would have compas^n of his people, 
and bring every man to his heritage, Slc. if they will diligently learn 
the ways of my people, and swear by my name the Lord liveth, as they 
had taught my people to swear by Baal.' 

So you may see here one cause of Israel's captivity, was going from 
God*s ways and swearing by Baal, that they lost their inheritances and 
their land, and therefore if they would come to learn God's ways, and 
swear by the name of the Lord, that he lived, and leave swearing by 
Baal, they should inherit their land again. 

So you may see here they were not to swear by books, or Baal, nor 
by any creature, nor any other name that would perish, but by the 
Lord that liveth ; and this was the true oiith, which was to be perform- 
ed to the Lord in the old time of the law and prophets, but Christ in his 
lime of the gospel, saith, 'swear not at all.' 

And again, in Jer, xxiii. * because of swearing the land mourns ;' may 
it not be much more said of Christendom, because of swearing Christen- 
dom mourns ; because Christ forbids all manner of swearing, though in 
the time of the law and prophets, they encouraged all true swearing, 
and fnrbad vain and false ; but Christ forbids all swearing, true, vain, and 
false. 

Ai\<\ In Jer. xxviii. you may see Zedekiah's oath to Jeremiah was, ^ as 
the Lord lived, he would not put him to death ;' so his oath was not by 
any creature nor books, nor by Baal, nor the gods of other nations, but 
was the true oath, according to the law and prophets, which was as 
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Christ cftUed it in the old time, ' to be performed to the Lord ;' but in 
his new time of the gospel, hesaith, * swear not at all ;' and tliis was the 
new thing brought to pass, which made the Jew*s ears to tingle ; and 
this is he that said, * behold, I make all things new f so swearing was in 
the old time of the law ; but confessing is in the time of Chri^^t and liis 
gospel : here is one new thing. 

And in Ilasca iv. by < swearing, and lying, and stealing, and commit* 
ting adultery, they break out, and blood toucheth blood,* die. 

Such swearing as this, the law and the prophets were against : oh ye» 
therefore, that profess the everlasting gospel of the I^rd Jesus Christ, 
let not such things be found against you in Christendom, * lest blood touch 
blood.' 

For such before mentioned were commanded ' not to go to Bethaven, 
nor swear the Lord liveth,' itc. 

And in Hosea x. * they have spoken words, swearing falsely, in making 
a covenant ; thus judgment springs up as hemlock in the furrows of the 
field.* 

So here you may see the eilcct of this fali^e swearing, and see if a 
great crop of this hemlock may not be found in Christendom amongst 
the false swearers ? and yet commanded by Christ * not to swear at all.' 

And in Amos viii. * they that swear by the sin of Samaria, and say thy 
God, O Dan, liveth, and the manner of Beersheba liveth, even they shall 
fall and not rise up again.' 

Now ye may see the sad judgment of God, that is upon them that 
swear by any thing but by the Lord, to whom they were to perform 
their oath, which oath Christ ends by his command : therefore, what 
think you will become of all you that swear by so many things in all 
Christendom and in the world ; for if ' they shall fall and not rise up 
again, that swear by the sin of Samaria, and the manner of Beersheba/ 
which was forbidden by God in the law and prophets: therefore, I say, 
what will become of you Christendom that swear by so many things 
when Christ in his gospel commands you, ' not to swear at all ;' judge 
yourselves. 

And in Zeph. L it is said, * them that worship the host of heaven, upon 
the house-tops, and them that worship and swear by the Lord, and by 
Malcham.' 

So here are the false worshippers, that would worship and ^ swear by 
the Lord and Malcham,' which were reproved by the law and prophets, 
for they were to ' swear only by the Lord, and worship and serve him 
only, and not the host of heaven,' the true oath to the Lord, and perform 
it, which oath Christ ends. 

And therefore, you christians, consider how many sorts of tluDgs you 
swear by in Christendom, and by books and creatures; which if you 
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were as the true Jews, you must only * swear by the Lord, and perform 
it to him, in truth and righteousness,' in which you swear, and therefore 
are not you reproved by the law and prophets ; for Christ is a fartlicr 
righteousness than the law and prophets ; he says, * swear not at all,' and 
Christ is called the * Lord our righteousness.' 

And do not you christians like unto those false Jews spoken of here in 
Zephania, that * swear by the Lord and Malcham,' do not you pretend 
to be the professors and followers of Christ, that saith * swear not at all,' 
and yet are you not found swearing not by the Lord, but by a book, 
and many other things, in which you are forbidden * not to swear at alU' 
so you are neither true to the command of the Lord in the law, nor to 
Christ. 

And in ZacJu y. * this is the curse that goeth forth over the face of the 
whole earth; for every one that stealeth shall be cut off as on this side, 
according to it, and every one that swcareth, shall be cut off as on that 
side, according to it. I will bring it forth, saith the Lord of hosts, and it 
shall enter into the house of the thief, and into the house of him that 
sweareth falsely by my name : and it shall remain in the midst of his 
house, and shall consume it with the timber thereof and the stones 
thereof.' 

Now consider this, all ye christians in Christendom, do you think the 
Lord will not perform what he hath said, and it must ' go over the face 
of the earth, and every one that stealeth, and every one that swears 
falsely.' 

Therefore, look unto yourselves, how this curse of the Lord, how it 
will consume you that swear, and forswear? seeing Christ has command- 
ed ' swear not at all : and therefore, as you love your eternal good, and 
your souls, and Christ Jesus, and God, lay away all manner of swearing 
and forswearing, and stealing, as he commands you, that the blessings 
may come into your houses, and not the curse, for ' God will be a swift 
witness against the swearer, against the adulterer, and against the false- 
swearer, &c. and will come near to you to judgment.' MaL iiL 

So you may sec all false swearers, and vain swearers were judged in 
the time of the law and prophets, and true swearers, and performers of 
their oaths to the Lord, were justified, which was in the old time of the 
law and prophets ; but in the *' new time of Chrbt,' the new thing brought 
forth, he saith in his time, ^ swear not at all ;' which makes the profess- 
ing Jews, and such like, * their ears to tingle.' 

So you may see clearly by the law and the prophets, all swearers and 
swearing by the creatures, by the gods, and all common vain swearing 
was forbidden, and that * they were only to swear by the Lord, and per- 
form their oath unto him :' nay, if they used the form of the law to 
iwear by the Lord, and did not swear truly, in ' truth and righteousness,* 
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it was forbidden, and not accepted, except it were in truth and righte- 
ousness ; and that oath which was to be sworn in truth and righteous- 
ness according to the law, Christ the righteousness of God, that fulfils 
the righteousness of the law, forbids that oath, who performs and fulfils 
the oath of God, and saith, ' swear not at ail/ 

And Christ saith in Matt. v. * ye have heard that it hatli been said by 
them of old lime, thou shalt not forswear thyself, but sh:ilt perform unto 
the Lord thine oaths; but I sav unto you, swear not at all :* [mark, not 
at all.] Now these words of Chris't relate to the oaths that theyjwere to 
perform to the Lord, for forswearinj]^ and vain swearing; was forbidden 
by the law and prophets ; so Christ's words cannot relate only to people 
that forswear tli(im>»elves, (' not to swear at all,') but also to such as were 
to perform their oaths to th'^ Lord, and swear by the I^rd ; Jis in the 
old time was commaiuld; * rol'to forswear them-selves,' but to * perform 
their oath to the Lord ;* as you may sec in the old time, in Exod. xx. and 
Levit. xix. and Dcut. v. 

And now you may see in the new lime, i. e. gospel time, Christ saith, 

• but I say unto you, swiar not at all :' and what you, were these ? was it 
not to the multitude of the Jews and his dLscipIes that were Jews that 
he taught upon the mountain: now by the law of God and the prophets, 
in their old time, they * were not to forswear themselves, but to perform 
their oath to the Lord :' now in Christ's new time, he saith, ' swear not 
at all.' 

So the pharisees and Jews did not then * discern the times and seasons 
that were in their father's hands ;' as multitudes of christians do not now. 
Matt, xvi. Acts i. 

And Chrbt goes on and says, * swear not neither by heaven, for it is 
God*s throne ; nor by the earth for it is his footstool : neither by Jerusa- 
lem, for it is the city of the great King : neither shalt thou swear by thy 
head, because thou canst not make one hair white, or black ; but let 
your communication be yea, yea, nay, nay ; for whatsoever is more than 
these Cometh of evil.* 

So as Christ Jesus forbad swearing «t all, which relates to the true 
oath that was to be sworn to by the J^rd, according to the law in the 
old time ; I say Christ, that doth fulfil the oath of God, then he comes 
and saith, (farther relating to those other oaths which he particularizes,) 

* neither by heaven, nor by the earth, nor by Jerusalem, nor by the head, 
&c. and when he hath forliidden the true oath, and all those other oaths ; 
then he teaches them what they shall say instead of an oath, to wit, yea, 
yea, nay, nay, and whatsoever is more than these cometh of evil.' 

Now in the old Bible it is, * but your communication shall be yea, yea, 
nay, nay, for whatsoever is added more than these, it cometh of evil :* 
tfan Christ speaks in respect of swearing; yea, of that * oath which was 
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to be performed to the Lord,' as well as all the other oaths ; and he is to 
be believed and obeyed ; for plainer words than these, cannot be in the 
scriptures: and this cannot be meant, that Christ forbids ' swearing only 
in communication,' for that was forbidden in the time of the law ; and 
if the oath that was commanded to be performed to the I-iord was for- 
bidden by Christ ; then much more all vain and other oaths, which both 
law and gospel forbids. 

And Clirist saith in Matl. xxiii. * woe unto you blind guides, which 
say, whosoever shall swear by the temple, it is nothing ; but whosoever 
shall swear by the gold of the temple, is a debtor : ye fools and blind ; 
for whether is greater, the gold, or the temple that sanctities the gold ? 

* And whosoever shall swear by the altar, it is nothing ; but whosoever 
shall swear by the gift that is upon it, he is guilty : ye fools and blind ; 
for whether is greater, tl>e gift, or the altar that sanctifies the gift ? 
whoso, therefore, shall swear by the altar, sweareth by it, and by all 
things thereon; and whoso swcarelh by the temple, sweareth by it, and 
him that dwells therein ; and he that sweareth by heaven, sweareth by 
the throne of God, and him that sitteth thereon.' 

So all the swearing of these fools and blind guides, that guided people 
to swear so, were not blessed by Christ in their doings ; but he cried 
' woe against them ;' and these were the Jews that were to ' swear only 
to the I^rd, and perform their oath by the Lord ;' and what do ye think 
do not all them that swear by the book, swear by them that gave forth 
the book, to wit, * God and the prophets, Christ and his apostles,' that 
gavo forth the book, and the things therein contained. 

l'\)r swearing by IJaal, and swearing by the temple, or by the gold of 
the temple ; or swearing liy the altar, or by the gift that was oflcred 
thereon ; or swearing by the heavens, or by the earth ; or swearing by 
the head, these were all inventions of the Jews, and practised by the 
blind guides, and heathen, who sware by their gods, inventions of their 
own ; for the law of God commanded to * swear by the Lord, and by his 
name,' and not by any other gods or books, or creatures, or heaven, or 
earth, or head, or altar, or temple, as ye may see in many scriptures before 
quoted ; where the Lord saith, * ye shall swear by my name,' and per- 
form the oath to the Lord, which Christ speaks of, when he saith, 'swear 
not at all ;' and what do ye think he mentioned that oath for, which was 
to be performed to the Lord, if it were not to forbid it ? he that was the 
oath of the Lord, and a farther righteousness than the righteousness of 
the law; for Christ did not come to fulfil those vain and frivolous oaths 
that men commanded and practised, but the oath that God had com- 
manded, and cried woe against them that were in the practice of those 
oaths which God never commanded, nor led into them : and so you may 
all along it was the command of the Lord, and by his law and pro- 
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phets, that people ivcre to swear bj the Lord, and perform their oath 
unto him, which was the true oath and swearing which Christ forbad, 
much more all other oatlis. • 

And so thon whatever men swear by, if it be bv Baal, arc thcv not to 
perform their oath to their naal ? and if they swear by the book, are 
they not to perform (heir oalh to the book, or the contents of it? and if 
they swear l)y the altars, or (he gift on the altar, are they not to per- 
form their oath to the altar? and the. gift on the altar? and if they 
swear by the temple, are they not to [perform their oath to the temple ? 
and if they swear by heaven or earth, are they not to perform their 
oath to heaven, or to tlie earth ? and if they swear by their head, are 
they not to perform their oath to their head ? 

So are not all people, whatsoever they swear by, to perform their oath 
unto it that they swear by I though all those that swear by any thing 
but the Lord, were judged both by (iod, and his law, and prophets ; and 
Christ Jesus cried woe against those blind guides and fools, that taught 
to swear by other things as aforesaid ; but the oath which was to be per- 
formed unto the Lord, (and men were not to forswear themselves in,) 
was the true oath of God, as God commands bv his law, which was the 
oath that Clirist forbids, and says, * swear not at all,' and sets up yea, yea, 
and nay, nay, instead thereof. 

And the apostle James followed Christ in his doctrine, and saith, who 
writes to the twelve tribes, which were the Jews that were to * swear 
by the Lord, and perform their oaths to him,* he saith to them ; ' above 
all things my brethren, swear not, neither by heaven, nor by the earth:' 
it seems these were customary Ot'iths; (now he comes farther with his 
word,) 'neither by any other oath :' so all oaths are concluded here, the 
true, the false, and the vain, but * let your yea be yea, and your nay, 
nay, least you fall into condemnation.' 

So this is agreeable to Christ's words, * yea, yea, and nay, nay, and 
whatsoever is more than these, cometh of evil,' saith Christ, * and least 
ye fall into condemnation,* saith the ajwstle. 

So though swearing was lawful in the time of the law, as other things 
and oiTerings, but in time of the gospel is forbidden; and if they swear 
they go into evil and fall into condemnation ; and therefore the way to 
shun evil and condemnation, is to keep to yea and nay, and not to swear 
at all, as Christ and the apostle commands ; for the apostle saith, * nei- 
ther by heaven, nor earth, nor any other oath :' (mark, any other oath :) 
so see what a stress the apostle lays upon it, and Christ, to keep people 
from swearing, and out of the evil and condemnation ; though swearing 
as I said before, was lawful in the old time of the law, being performed 
unto the Lord amongst men, for it ended the strife and did not begin it ; 
but Christ who comes to perform the oath of God, who sware by 
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sdf, he ends the oath that men were to swear by the J^rcl» and sets up 
yea, yea, nay, nay, instead thereof: Christ commands this to the multitude, 
and his disciples ; and the apostle to the twelve tribes which were to 
•swear by the Lord, and perform their path to the Lord,' as in James 
V. and M(it. v. 

And therefore, as I said before, keep out of the evil and condemnation, 
and be obedient to Christ's command, and the apostles' doctrine, not to 
swear at all, nor any oath, and keep to yea, yea, nay, nay, in all your 
communications, and so say, and so do; not so swear, and so do, ' as tliey 
that shall be judged according to the law of liberty. Janies ii. 12. 

Now Christ sets up an order in the church, amongst the christians who 
deny the true oath, and forbids the swearing which was to be performed 
to the Lord, for the ending of diilerences and trespasses, as you may see 
in LevU, xix. and this is Christ's order. 

Moreover, saith he, 'if thy brother shall trespass against thee, go and 
tell him his fault betwixt thee and him alone, and if he shall hear thee, 
thou hast gained thy brother : but if he will not hear thee, then take 
with thee one or two more, that in the mouth of two or three witnesses 
every word may be established.' 

So Christ doth not say, in the mouth of two or three swearers, which 
he had forbidden before ; but ^ in the mouth of two or three witnesses 
every thing shall be established,' in his church, which he is head of, as 
in Mat. xxviiL 

So this was the order that Clirist set up in the church, that forbids 
swearing, to end differences, and trespasses amongst the christianr. 

And the apostle saith to the church, GaL xiii. * in the mouth of two 
or three witnesses shall every word be established,' 

And so we never read in all the scriptures of the New Testament, 
that people were commanded to swear, but forbidden. 

And Christ saith, in Luke xxiv. to them that were his ministers, and 
received their ordination from him to preach freely, as they had received 
freely, he told them, tfaey were witnesses of these tilings that he sufiered. 

And when they chose another disciple, and cast lots, the * Lord gave 
the lot to Matthias, to be a witness of his resurrection,' Ach i. and in 
Acts ii. * the apostles were witnesses that God had raised Jesus from the 
dead :' and in Acts iii. and xv. he speaking to the Jews that had killed 
the * Prince of life, whereof we are witnesses,' saith he, and in Acts v. and 
xxxii. speaking of Christ, the apostle said, ' we arc his witnesses of these 
things, and so also is the Holy Ghost whom God hath given to them that 
obey him :' and in Acts xiii. * but (rod hath raised him from the^ead,' 
(to wity Christ,) and ' he was seen many days of them which came up 
with him from Galilee to Jerusalem,' who are his witnesses to the people: 
and in Acts xxvi. Paul in his confession, said, * I continued unto this day 
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witnessing unto small and great ;' and ' we are viitnesses of all things 
which he did, (to \vi(, both in Jewry and Jerusalem.) whom they blew and 
hanfrc'd on a tree:* so these were chosen witncsrsos of God and Chri^Jt. 
Acff SIS. 

And .-^o here vou mav see the minM(TS of Cliri-Jt wire not made bv an 
oath, whirli were prearlu»rs and witni>>es of his hirlli, suiK rinirs, death 
and resurrection: so thev were not sw<^arers of it, or coiife>M>rs of it 
upon oath, hut witnesses of the truth of it in the truth. 

And so Christ witnes^fed a ^ood confession before Pontius Pilate, and 
did not swear a good confession, for he denied swearing, who was God's 
oath. 

And the apostle speaks to Timothy, in 'J 7V/». ii. 2.* and the things 
thou hast heard of me amonir^l many witnesses, the same commit thou 
unto faithful men, whosliail ])e able to instruct others also:* he doth not 
say the things thou hast heard amongst many swearers, but witnesses: 
the same commit unto faithful men, but not upon oath, men that shall 
so say, and so do. 

And whereas, the apostle saith, * against an elder, receive not an ac- 
cusation, but before t\yo or three witnesses:' so he doth not sav before 
two or three swearers. 1 Tim, v. l\K 

So here was the practice of the church according to Christ's command, 
to witness the truth, who denied swearing: and here was the practice 
of his ministers to be witnesses to the truth without swearing, and what 
was to be committed to tht^ laithtul men, was without an oath, and con- 
cerning accusations and trespasses, it was by two or three witnesses, and 
not two or three swearers. 

And when the Jews stoned Stephen to death, the witnesses laid down 
their clothes ; it doth not say they swore, but witnessed against him. 
Acts vii. 68. 

And when they put Christ to death, there came * two false witnesses 
when the high priest had examined Christ, whether he was the Christ 
the Son of God : and Jesus said unto him thou hast said : nevertheless, 
I say unto you, hereafter ye shall see the Son of man sitting at the right 
hand of God, and coming in the clouds ; then the high priest rent his 
clothes, and said, he hath spoken blasphemy, what need have we of 
farther witnesses V 

So these murdering Jews that crucified Christ, and martyred Stephen, 
we do not read they received witness against them upon oath. 

And the apostle saith, 1 77m. ii. 7. ' I speak the truth in Christ and 
lie not : a teacher of the Gentiles in faith and verity,' so he doth not say, 
I swear the truth. 

And the apostle saith, * speak every man truth to his neighbour; and 
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put away lying, for we are members one of anofher.' Eph. 4. Not every 
man to swear the truth with liis neighbour. 

i^o if a1) christians in Christendom, so called, would so say, and so do, 
and * speak the truth as it is in Jesus, who is the truth,' and every man 
speak truth with his neighbour, this would shew that they that profess 
themselves christians, * were members one of another/ and that Christ 
was their head, and this would ease them of many idle words, and of all 
oaths, if they obeyed Christ*s command, and the apostle*s doctrine, in 
keeping yea, yea, nay, nay, in all their communications. 

And now if you say that the apostle speaks of sweiirl^g in Hcb. vi. mark 
what was his end in it ; ' for when God made a promise to Abraham, be- 
cause he could not swear by a greater, lie sware by himself,' <$lc. For 
^ men verily sware by the greater, and an oath for conBrmation, is to 
them an end of strife.' 

So this oath of God was a confirmation to them, and an end of strife 
to them, not to us ; for witnesses end the strife in the time of the gospel, 
as oaths did in the time of the law; (so not the beginning of strife, as 
oaths are now,) and men sware by the Lord which was the greater, and 
were to perform their oath to him, which Christ ends. 

And so the apostle brings this but as a similitude, ' wherein God wil- 
ling more abundantly to shew unto the heirs of promise, the immutability 
of his counsel, confirmed it by an oath,' &c. 

And in HA. vii. where you may see the priests were made without 
an oath, but Christ with an oath, that said of him, ^ the Lord sware, and 
will not repent, thou art a priest forever, after the order of Melchize- 
dek.' So he is made a surety of a better testament than the first ; so 
the Old Testament has the old things, the New Testament has the new 
things, as a new priest, the new blood, the new and living way, Christ, 
who was made with an oath, who ends the oath, that men of God sware 
by, to bind them, and tie their souls up to God : so Christ is the way up 
to God, that says ' swear not at all,' and let your yea be yea, and nay, 
nay ; and the apostlei, and martyrs, and all the faithful followed him in 
his doctrine, who dare not swear, because Christ and the apostle hath 
forbidden it, who cannot call him Lord, unless they do as he conunands, 
and says to them. 

But now if you say Abraham sware, Christ saith, * before Abraham 
was, I am ;' and he says,. * swear not at all.' 

And if you say Jacob and Joseph sware; Christ reigns over the house 
of Joseph and Jacob, who saith, * swear not at all,' 

And if you say Moses, the servant of God, and the priests did swear 

in the tipne of the law, and old covenant, Christ ends the first priesthood, 

and is the Son of God, and is above Moses, the servant ; and his New 

Testament, is a greater testament than Moses', or the law, and a ' better 
Vol. v.— 22 
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surety than the blood of Mb and goats,' who ofiered up his ' own blood 
himself once for all;' he^aaji^'j!? swear not at all,' who redeems people by 
his blood up to God, and they have faith in him, and it, and not in the 
blood of bulls and goats.^ 

And now if you say, that the prophets sware in the time of the la>v, 
in the Old Testament, I say, Christ, who ends the prophets and the law 
in his New Testament, says, * swear not at all.' 

And now if you say the angel sware, * I bring forth my first begotten 
into the world, saith the Lord, let all the angels worship him,' that says, 
* swear not at all ;' and, ' learn of me,' saith Girist, ' I am the way,' and 
' this is my beloved Son,' saith God, * hear ye him in whom I am well 
pleased,' who fulfils the oath of God, and in him God performs his oath, 
whose righteousness is beyond that of the law of swearing, who is the 
glory of Israel,' if they will receive him ; and the *• light of the Gentiles* 
to whom God never gave an oath ; but to the Jews, unto whom he gave 
the rest of the types ; and therefore should all the converted Jews and 
Gentiles hear him, the oath of God, and the law, and the prophets in 
the old time, and all the promises of him, who ' is set up from everlast- 
ing to everlasting, the first and last, the amen ;' and therefore all chris- 
tians, mind Christ's words, and hear and obey him that God hath sent, 
and believe that he is he that Grod hath sent, and obey his commands, 
fiir God hath performed his oath in him who came to fulfil the oath of 
God, that he gave to men in the Old Testament, who saith in his New 
Testament, < swear not at all,' but let your ' yea be yea, and nay, nay, 
and whatsoever is more than this cometh of evil.' 

And so the apostles were made ' able ministers of Christ, and of the 
New Testament, and not of the letter;' of the prophets and the law in 
the Old Testament in which there was swearing; for the letter killeth, 
but the spirit giveth life.' 

'But if the ministration of the law written and engraven in stone was 
glorious, so that the children of Israel could not steadfastly behold the 
fiice of Moses, for the glory of his countenance, which glory was to be 
done away, [mark,] that glory was to be done away ;' and do you think 
that swearing and oaths were not to be done away ? if that glory was to 
be done away by Christ, how shall not the ministration of the spirit be 
gbrioosT for if the ^ministration of condemnation be glorious,' much 
more doth the * ministration of righteousness exceed in glory.' 

Now were not oaths and offerings, and all those figurative thmgs in 
this ministration of condemnation? 

For even tbat which was made glorious had no glory in this respect, 
by reason of the ' glory that excelleth,' &c, as you may read in4t Ci^- iL 
3. so ' Christ takes away the first, that he may establish the second :' so 
he takes away those oaths and offerings conunanded of God in the first 
and established in the secrad and New Testament in the 
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gospel, the power of God ; before the devil waa, and mil be when he is 
gone : where there is no swearing, but yea and nay, and out ' of the 
mouth of two or three witnesses shall every thing be established/ saith 
he that forbids swearing ; and he is to be beUeved, and heard, and obey- 
ed, and built upon ; and there is ^ no other foundation to be laid,' and he 
is the *' chief corner-stone,' and the builders are not to reject him. 

Now wc, the people of God, called Quakers, cannot swear at all, 
because Christ forbids it, and saith, * let your yea be yea, and nay, nay, 
and whatsoever is more than this cometh of evil ;' and the apostle James 
likewise exhorts ' not to swear at all,' but to keep to ' yea, yea, nay, nay ; 
least we fall into condemnation.' 

So we, knowing that if we should swear contrary to our Lord and Sa- 
viour's command, and the apostle James' exhortation, we should fall 
into evil and condemnation, and no man is able to redeem us out of that 
sin and evil, and condemnation. 

And therefore we do declare to all the magistrates upon the face of 
the earth, that if we be found breaking our yea, yea, and nay, nay, in 
testifying the truth, when we are called before them, then let ui sufier 
the same punishment as perjured persons. 

So we desire that our testimony may be taken in truth and rif^teout- 
ness, withoiat iwearing, according to the command of Christ and the apos- 
tle. G. F. 

Swathmon^ this 29th day of the 8th month, 1 675. ^ ' 
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PRmmVE ORDINATION AND SUCCESSION 

Of BishopSf Deacons, Pastors and Teachers in the Church of Christ 

How Christ ordained his twelve Apostles, and seventy Disciples. 

How He would be wiiR them to the end of the World, and in thtm. 

What teas the maintenance He ordained for them. 

How Christ chose and ordained Pastors, Teachers, Prophets asui EvasigelisU 
in the Church, 

And the primitive ordination of Bishops, and Deacons, and Elders in the 
Church. 

Also, who they are th€U do succeed them in their ordinaiionf succession, posses- 
sion, doctrine and practice ; m their preaching, praying, nnging and main' 
tenance, and who not, — By G. F. 

m 

Leave off all your bustling, and eqm^4o Christ, andaee how Ui apos- 
tles were ordaincjiirand sent forth : Christ nith in MaU.xxfn^ 'gattere- 
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fore and teach all nations.' &c Now here was the command of Christ 
after he was risen : so they were not to sit down in benefices, but they 
were to go and teach all nations ; the nation of E^au, and the Egyptians, 
Hams and Tartars, Barbarians, Scythians, &.c. 

These did not reason, (what ^hall I do with my wife and children, or 
how shall I do for a maintenance?) when Christ commanded them to go 
and teat U all nations; here was the love of God and Christ to all the 
world:- ::nd again JMark xvi. Christ said unto his disciples, 'go ye into all 
the worM, and preach the gospel to every creature ;' (mark, to every 
creature the gospel of salvation was to be preached;) here Christ makes 
no sects, nor leaves out some part of the world ; but as he tasted death 
for every man, and was an oiFering for the sins of the whole world, so 
he sent his disciples, which he ordained to preach the gospel, into all 
nations; and he saitli, ' lo I am with you always, even to the end of the 
world ;' and Christ says, * if vou were of the world, the world would 
love its own. but because vou arc not of the world, but I have chosen 
you out of the world, therefore the world hates you : so these were the 
chosen disciples of ('hrist, which he sent forth into the world. John xv. 
And Clirist saith, * I have given them the words whicli thou gavcst me, 
and they have received them, :ind have known surely tliat I came out 
from thee, they have believed that thou didst send me, John xvii. and the 
glory thou gavest mo, I have given them, and that they may be one, 
even as we are one, I in them, and they in me, that they may be made 
perfect in one.' 

Cohere you may see that Christ is in his apostles, that he s<mds forth 
into all nations, and he will send them the Comforter, Vthich shall lead 
them into all truth, who is the spirit of truth, and this Comforter will 
teach you all things, saith Christ, and bring all things to your remem- 
brance, whatsoever I have said to you. Jt>hn xiii. And further Christ 
saith, John xxv. ' I have chosen you and ordained you, that you should go 
and bring forth fruit, and that your fruits sl)ould remain.' &c. 

So here you may see how Christ chose and ordained his ministers, and 
how he would be with them, and in them, and how he had chosen them out 
of the world, and they were not of the world, as he was not of the world, 
and therefore* the world did hate these that were chosen and ordained, 
and sent forth by Christ, and were not like a company of worldlings, 
seeking for great fat benefices, and to agree with nations, or countries, 
or parishes, for so much a year, and to haul people into courts, and cast 
them into prison, if they would not give them maintenance, or earthly 
thin^:.. 

And when Christ sent forth his seventy disciples by two and two into 
every city, and town^ and placci as in LtJce x. he said to them, ' go your 
ways, behold, I send you forth as lambs among wolves, (so here is Christ's 
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sending and command,) carry neither purse, nor scrip, nor shoes, and 
salute no man by the way, and into what house ye enter, first say, peace 
be unto this house, &c. and in the same house remain, eating and drink- 
ing such things as they set before you ; for the workman is worthy of 
his meat, &c. and into what city ye enter, and they receive you, eat 
such things as they set before you :* and when those seventy returned 
again to Christ, d:c. in the same hour Jesus rejoiced in Spirit and said, 

* I thank thee O Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that thou hast hid 
these things from the wise and prudent, and hast revealed them unto 
babes, even so Father.' (tc. Luke x. 21. * And no man knoweth who 
the Son is, but the Father, and who the Father is, but the Son, and him 
to whom the Son will reveal him :^ and Jesus said privily to his disciples, 

* blessed are the eyes which sec these things.' 

So here you may see how Christ sent forth his seventy disciples, and 
how he thanked his Father which had revealed him and these things 
unto babes; and how the Son had revealed these things unto his disci- 
ples ; so these did Christ choose and ordain, and they went forth in the 
Revelation of the Son : and likewise, when Christ had sent forth his 
twelve disciples before, he said to them, * as ye go, preach, saying, the 
kingdom of heaven is at hand, (fee. and freely you have received, freely 
give, provide neither gold, nor silver, nor brass in your purses, nor scrips 
for your journey, nor staffs, nor two coats, nor shoes for your journey, 
&c. and Into whatsoever city or town ye shall enter, enquire who is wor- 
thy, and' there abide till ye go thence,, &c. And whosoever will not 
receive you, nor hear your words, when you depart out of that house 
or city, shake off the dust of your feet' &c. So these were not to agree 
for a benefice with the heads of the town, and if they would not pay 
them, then cast them into prison. 

And also y c may see the same ordination and sending forth of Christ's 
ministers, in Mark vi. and [mark,] whosoever would not hear Christ's 
apostles' and discii)les' preaching, they were to shake the dust off their 
feet against them, they were not to summon them to courts, and cast 
them into prison, because they would not hear them ; for says Christ, 
' he that heareth you, heareth me, and he that despiseth you, despiseth 
me, and he that despiseth me, despiseth him that sent me.' Luke z. 
And Christ saith in Luke xxii. 35. unto his disciples, ' when I sent you 
without purse, scrip and shoes, lacked you any thing ? and they said, 
nav.' 

Now you may plainly see here Christ's ministers, both before he was 
crucified and after, when he was risen, the manner of Christ's ordaining 
and choosing and sending forth his ministers ; and before he was cruci- 
fied, he asked his ministers that he did send forth freely, whether they 
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lacked for any thing, and their answer was to Christ, they wanted 
nothing. 

Now (rv voiirsclves vou nninisters in our days by Christ's words and his 
!i inistcrs (hen, who are sent forth in the wills of men, whether ye can 
give the same answer, that ye want for nothing, and that you go forth 
freely, as they did ? and Christ saith, * 1 will be with you, and he that is 
with you shall be in you:' now they that follow the apostles in their 
succession, they must be in the same power and Holy Ghost that the 
apostles were in, and not to succeed them in the form, as the false pro- 
phets did the true, and antichrist doth the true Christ, who got the true 
Christ's words ; but to succeed the apostles in the same Holy Ghost and 
power, and life that they were in, that is the right successbn, and so in 
their inheritance and possession ; for any worldly man will tell you, it 
signifies nothing to have only the writings of an estate, and not to pos- 
sess it : and therefore to succeed the apostles siright, is to succeed them 
in the same power and Holy Ghost they were in, and to have Christ 
with them and in them: Ijr Christ saith, MaXt xxi. 16. 'out of the 
mouths of babes and sucklings hast thou ordained strength;' and 
Fscdm viiL 

So you may see here how Clirist ordained babes and sucklings to 
preach his name freely, as they had received freely ; and you know the 
babes and sucklings are not tit to be sent to schools, but these were 
taught of Christ, and ordained of him to speak and to confess Christ 
Jesus freely, as they had received; and he ordained strength out of 
the moutlis of these babes' and sucklings : yea, such strength, as the 
devil, nor all his ministers, nor all the professors of the world were 
able to gainsay, but it cqnvinced the gainsay ers ; so they need not lie 
at schools many years, whom Christ ordains and sends forth : and when 
they chose another disciple in the room of Judas, to be a witness with 
the apostles of Christ's resurrection, the Lord gave them Matthias by 
lot ; Acls i. And the apostle Paul saith in Ephes. iii. 7. * how that by 
Revelation he had made known to him the mystery whereof he was 
made a minister, according to the gift of the grace of God given to him 
by the effectual working of his power.' And again the apostle saith, 
* that the gospel which was preached to every creature under heaven, 
whereof I, Paul, am made a minister, according to the dispensation of 
God, which was given unto me, which hath been hid from ages and 
generations, but now is manifested to his saints, &c. which mystery is 
Christ in you, the hope of glory, whom we preach, (to wit, the apos- 
tles and ministers of Christ,) warning every man, and teaching every 
man, in all wisdom, that we may present every man perfect in Christ 
Jesus.' 

Here you may see Paul's ordioatioDi and how he and the apostles re- 
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ceived their ministry, and what he preached, CoL iv. 18. And again the 
apostle saith, * when Christ ascended up on high, he led captivity captive, 
and gave gifts unto men, and he gave some apostles, some prophets, some 
evangelists, and some pastors, and teachers, for the perfecting of the 
saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ : 
80 this gift of Christ made them ministers, and you that deny perfection^ 
deny the work of Christ's ministers, as you may see. Ephes, iv. And the 
apostle says, ' we speak the wisdom of God in a mystery, even the hidden 
wisdom of God, ordained before the world to our glory :' so here you may 
see what he preached. 1 Car. ii. 6. And in Gal. L ' Paul, an apostle, 
(not of men, neither by man, but by Jesus Christ, and God the Father, 
who raised him from the dead.) I certify you, brethren, that the gospel 
which is preached by me, is not after man ; for I neither received it of 
man, neither was I taught it, but by the revelation of Jesus Christ.' 

So here you may see how the apostle was ordained, and from whom 
he received his gospel and what he preached, and how that he was an 
apostle, not of man, nor by man ; and the gospel which he preached 
was not after man : and the apostle saith, in Acts x. 42, ' he hath com- 
manded us (to wit, Christ,) to preach unto the people, and to testify that 
it was he who was ordained of God to be the judge of quick and dead :' 
here you may see it was Christ who commanded his ministers and his 
disciples to preach; and in Mark iii. he ordained twelve, that they 
should be with him, that he might send them forth to preach ; mark, 
here is Christ's ordination and his sending forth. 

So all along you may see how Christ ordained his ministers and disci- 
ples, and the seventy, and his pastors, prophets, evangelists and teachers, 
and he will be with them to the end of the world, and he will be in them, 
and they shall be in him, and they shall have his Holy Ghost to lead 
them into all truth. 

Now here is a possession, and they that do succeed them in the posses- 
sion, must be such as possess Christ in them, and his Holy Ghost, and the 
same power and spirit that the apostles did possess, they must possess 
the same wisdom (in measure,) which was ordained before the world 
was, and the same mystery hid from ages and generations, and the same 
gift from him that is ascended up on high, and the same gospel which is 
not after man, neither is it received of man, or by man ; this they must 
possess, if they be the successors of the apostles ; for any false prophet, 
or apostle, or messenger of Satan, antichrist, or wolves, may get the 
sheep's clothing, the outside, the form of godliness, and deny the power 
thereof, such are not the successors of the apostles in their inheritance 
and possession. 

Now the apostles in this possession, they that did succeed them in it, 
were called elders, and they ordained decrees by the Holy Ghost, as in 
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Ads XVI. to the churches that were established in the faith ; and they 
ordained elders in every church ; they that were in possession of the 
Holy niiost, ordained others that were in the Holy Ghost. Acts xiv. and 
XX. Take heed, therefore, unto yourselves, and unto all the flock of 
God, over which the Holy Gliost hath made you overseers, to feed the 
Church of God, which he hath purchased with his own blood; mark, 
here you m.iy see the ordination of overseers or elders, and what they 
were to oversee withal, and feed withal, the Holy (iho«t. 

JVow they that do succeed them in their eldership or oversight, their 
succession must be in the possession of the same Holy Ghost, else they 
are no successors of the apostles, nor the elders, nor over5i»ers, though 
they are in the form of godliness without the power thereof, which arc 
to be turned away from : and in 1 Pel. v. he that is an elder, writes to 
the elders, who was a witness of the sulfcrings of Christ, and also a par- 
taker of the glory that should be revealed: ' feed the flock of God, (saith 
he,) which is amongst you, take the oversight thereof, not by constraint, 
but willingly, not for filthy lucre but of ready mind ; neither as lords 
over God's heritage, but being examples to the flock.' Now here you 
may see further of the ordination of elders, and the counsel of an elder 
to them that were partakers of the glory, and witnesses of the sutTerings 
of Christ, they should feed and take the oversight willingly, and not for 
filthy lucre, not being lords over God's heritage ; but examples to the 
flock. Now they that are as lords, and are ill examples, and will be 
overseers for filthy lucre, are not succeeders of the apostles, neither in 
thrlr possession, nor example, nor command. 

So all they that say they have not the same power and Holy Ghost 
I lie apostles had, do not succeed the apostles in their possession ; and all 
they who deny, that any people should expect the same power and Holy 
Ghost the apostles had, deny their possession, and are no succeeders of 
them : and all they that deny the light that shines in the heart, to give 
them the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ Jesus now 
a-days in people ; and all they that deny the anointing witliin to teach, 
and the word of God in the heart and mouth to obey and do, which was 
the word of faith the apostle preached, they are not in the succession of 
the apostles, nor in the doctrine that they preached, nor in the possession 
and practice they lived in. 

And all they that deny that Christ was an ofiering for the sins of the 
whole world, and that he doth enlighten every man that cometh into 
the world, with the light which is the life in the word, and forbid people 
from believing in this Kght, and say, that God doth not write his law in 
people's hearts now, nor put it into their minds now ; all such, I say, do 
not follow the apostles in their succession of their life and power they 
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were in, for they have denied their doctrine, and that which all good 
christians do possess. 

And all sucli as say, that the grace of God hath not appeared to all 
men to teach them, and bring then) salvation, and that the manifestation 
of the spirit is not given to every man to profit withal, and that God 
doth not give his Holy Ghost to them that rebel against it, and that 
Christ hath not sent his Holy Ghost to lead his ministers now into all 
truth, which Holy Ghost shall reprove the world of sin, &c. they that 
deny this are not the successors of the apostles, in their possession of their 
life and power in the Holy Ghost ; but are dcniers of their doctrine, 
though they may get a form of words, but deny the power thereof, such 
are to be turned away from. 

So you may see how Christ hath ordained his ministers, for he himself 
was made after the order of Melchizedek, and not after the order of 
Aaron, (though Aaron was made after an order) and so they were or- 
dained to offer sacrifices, as in Heb. vii. 8. which priesthood Christ hath 
ended, and their order, who ordained his disciples and elders, as you may 
see before : and all that do succeed them must be in the same grace, in 
the same light and Holy Ghost, and power, and the same law of life, and 
of the spirit, and the same SmDinting within, and the same word of faith 
in the heart and mouth, and the same gift from Christ that is ascended 
up on high, and Christ within according to his promise, that he would 
dwell in them, and as the apostle saith, ^ it pleased the Father to reveal 
his Son in me,' and so he preached him in others : and all apostles, pas- 
tors, evangelists, teachers, elders, overseers, 6lc. that do not follow the 
apostles in the possession of this before-mentioned, and are not inheriters 
of this, then they m^st needs be apostates, and do not follow the apostles 
in the possession and practice, though they may get the form, and not in 
the same power, but deny it ; they are not the succeeders of the apostles ; 
but are to be turned away from ; for none do succeed the apostles, evan- 
gelists, and pastors, elders, overseers, and teachers, who succeed them in 
Christ, and in the same power and Holy Ghost that they were in, who 
gave forth the scriptures: and in Acts, xix. 13. then certain of the vaga- 
bond Jews, exorcists, took upon them to call over them which had evil 
spirits, in the name of the Lord Jesus, saying, • we adjure you by Jesus, 
whom Paul preacheth ;' and there were seven sons of one Sceva, a Jew, 
and chief of the priests, which did so, and the evil spirit answered and 
said, * Jesus I know, and Paul I know, but who are ye ? and the man in 
whom the evil spirit was, leaped on them and overcame them, and pre- 
vailed against them so that they fled out of the house, naked and wound- 
ed, and this was known to all the Jews and Greeks also dwelling at 
Ephesus : and fear fell on them aU, and the name of the Lord Jesus was 
magnified,' &c. 
Vol. v.— 23 
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Now it is clear that those did not succeed in the ordination of th« 
apostles, in the possession of their power, life and Holy Ghost, though 
they had the form of words, and used the name of the I^rd Jesus Christ : 
and you mav clearly see, that it is not the saying the form of Christ's 
and the apostles' words, and such as can hold them in their memories, 
that doth hring them to succeed the apostles, and so to plead their 
ordination, because they can speak Christ's and the apostles' words, this 
doth not prove their succession in the ordination of Christ nor the apos- 
tles; for it says, they fled away naked, they wanted the power and Holy 
Ghost the apostles were in : and so are not all naked, though they have 
the form of Christ's and the apostles' words, as these were ? let them be 
priests or professors, if they he not in the same Holy Ghost, and power 
the apostles were in ; they are naked. 

And may not this be an example to all Giristendom to take heed how 
they use the form of Christ's and the apostles' words, without they be in 
the same fear of God, and power, and Holy Ghost the apostles were in : 
so it is clear, none do succeed the apostles in the same ordination and 
succession, but such as do succeed them in the same power and Holy 
Ghost the apostles were in ; for can naked men, with the form of Clirist's 
and the apostles' words, convert any men or women to Christ or God ? 
that be not in the same power and Holy Ghost the apostles were in, 
which power clothes them : and are not all naked men liable to be wound- 
ed by the evil spirit, and flee from the evil spirit wounded, like this 
priest's sons, that are not in the same power and Holy Ghost the apos- 
tles were in ? and therefore is not this a fearful warning to all Chris- 
tendom, to take heed how they take upon them, or use any way the 
form of Christ's or the apostles' words, without being in the same life and 
power, and Holy Ghost the apostles were in, least the evil spirit get power 
over them, as it did over this priest and his seven sons. 

And are not all vagabonds from the apostles' power and inheritance, 
that are not in the same power and Holy Ghost the apostles were in, 
though they may talk and have the form of Christ's and the apostles' 
words, as common vagabonds and wanderers may talk of other men's 
possessions : and did Simon Magus continue in the succession of the apos- 
tles, though he was convinced ? and did not he go out of the succession 
of the apostles, when he thought the gift of God was to be purchased 
with money ? did not Peter tell him, he was in the gall of bitterness, and 
bond of iniquity, though he was a professor of Christ, and a believer as 
many are now ? so you may see, that he did not succeed the apostles in 
the life, and Holy Ghost, and power, and you may clearly see the suc- 
cession to the apostles is in the life, and power, and Holy Ghost that they 
were in. 

And do not you think that there are many Simon Maguses now a-days, 
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ID Christendom, in their gall of bitterness, and bond of iniquity, that 
think the gift of God can be bought and sold for money ? and are there 
not many now a-days, that do buy and sell the gospel, as they call it, to 
people for money ? and you cannot say, that these succeed the apostles 
in their possession in the life and power ; but Simon Magus in his gall of 
Ikitterness and bond of iniquity. 

And do you think, Diotrephes, that John reproves, followed the apos- 
tle with his prating, in the possession, and in the succession of the power 
and Holy Ghost, as in the tliird epistle of John. 

And the apostle saith, 1 Cor. iv. 19. ^ but I will come to you shortly, if 
the Lord will, and I will know not the speech of them that are puffed 
up, but the power ; for the kingdom of God is not in word, but in power :' 
So here it is clear, the knowledge, ordination, and succession must be in 
power, and they that do succeed the apostles, in their possession • and 
ordination in the gospel, which is the power of God, must be in the 
same power of God, the gospel, which brings life and immortality to 
light ; for all that have the form of godliness and deny the power thereof, 
deny the gospel, for the gospel is the power of God : so they must suc- 
ceed them in the possession of this power that brings life and immortality 
to light, that shines over the devil, that hath darkened them ; for the 
gospel, the power of God, is called the everlasting gospel, and therefore 
the succession must be in the everlasting gospel, and power of God ; and 
therefore, to succeed them in the form without the power and Holy 
Ghost, is no succession to the apostles in their ordination ; but a succes- 
sion of the false apostles, that got the form and denied the power, * from 
such' saith the apostle, (that was in the succession of the life, and power, 
and ordination by Christ,) ' turn away :' and the apostle saith, 1 Cor. xviii. 
' for the preaching of the cross, (to wit, of Christ,) is to them that perish, 
foolishness ; but unto us which -are saved, (to wit, the true apostles and 
christians,) it is the power of God.' 

Now they that do succeed the apostles, and true christians in the 
cross of Christ, it is in the power of God that crucifies them from the 
world : it is not to succeed the apostles with wooden, stone, silver or 
brass crosses ; for these would have been foolish things to the apostles ; 
for you cannot say, that you succeed the apostles with your wooden, 
stone, brass and silver crosses, except you say, these your inventions of 
stone, wood, brass, and other such like made outward crosses, are the 
power of God. 

And the apo>;tle saith, we speak the wisdom, God in a mystery, which 
wisdom we speak among them that are perfect ; yet not the wisdom of 
this world, nor of the princes of this world, which cometh to naught : 
so all that do succeed the apostles in their ordination and succession, it 
must be in this wisdom of God, which is pure and gentle from above. 
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and easy to be entreated, it must be in the possession of this wisdom 
(which will abide and not come to naught,) which they spake amongst 
them that were perfect : and it is not to succeed the apostles, to get 
Christ's and the apostles' words to talk of them in man's wisdom, that 
comes to naught : and the apostle saith, * my speech was not with the 
enticing words of man's wisdom; but in the demonstration of the spirit, 
and of power.' 

And now all preachers that do succeed the apostles, it must be in the 
same demonstration of the spirit and power ; for they do not succeed 
the apostles, whose speech and preaching is only with the enticing words 
of man's wisdom : and the apostle saith, ' that your faith should not stand 
in the wisdom of men, but in the power of God :' so whose faith doth 
stand in the wisdom of men, and not in the same power and wisdom of 
God the apostles were in, do not succeed the apostles in their ordination 
and succession ; and the ajxistle saith, * Go<l hath revealed unto us by 
his spirit the deep things of God, and we have not received the spirit of 
the world, but the spirit which is of God, that we might know the things 
that are freely given to us of God, [mark freely,] which things also we 
speak, not in the words which man's wisdom teacheth, but which the 
Holv Ghost teacheth,' (tc. and, saith he, * we have the mind of Clirist.' 

So now all that do succeed the apostles, must be in the spirit of God, 
that reveals the deep things of God to them, and by which spirit they 
know the deep things of Goii, given forth freely unto them, that they 
may give them forth freely again to others, according to the ordination 
and command of Christ ; and they must succeed them in the same speech, 
not to speak the things of God in the words which man's wisdom doth 
teach, but in those words which the Holy Ghost doth teach : and now 
they that speak the words of Christ and the apostles in man's wisdom, 
and not freely, and have not the mind of Christ, that deny the spirit of 
Revelation, but speak the apostles' words by the spirit of the world, that 
knows not the things; of God, such do not follow the apostles in their 
succession of the spirit of God, nor in their ordination by the spirit of 
God : and likewise all such that teach for filthy lucre, * and serve not 
the I^rd Jesus Christ, but their own bellies,' and are covetous teachers, 
and are * heady, high-minded, lovers of pleasures more than lovers of 
God, and are strikers, and persecutors, and think that gain is godliness,' 
such do not follow the apostles in their succession and ordination ; for the 
apostles declared against such : freely as they had received, freely they 
were commanded to give, and did so. And they that follow not the 
apostles in this their example, and Christ in his command, are not follow- 
ers and succeeders to Chrkt and the apostles, in the same life, power and 
doctriDc. Now for the trial of bishops and deacons, that pretend to fol- 
low the apostles in their succession ; ' a bishop must be blameless, the 
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husband of one wife, vigilant, sober, of good behaviour, given to hospi* 
tality, apt to teach, not given to wine, no striker, not greedy of filthy 
lucre, but patient, not a brawler, not covetous, one that can rule well 
his own Iiouse, having his children hi subjection with all gravity, not a 
novice, lest he be lifted up with pride, and fall into condemnation of the 
devil : moreover, he must have a good report of them that are without, 
lest he fall into reproach and the snare of the devil/ 1 Tim. iii. and in 
TiL L ' A bishop must be blameless, as the steward of God, not self-willed, 
nor soon angry, not given to wine, no striker, not given to filthy lucre ; 
but a lover of hospitality, a lover of good men, sober, just, holy, temper- 
ate^ holding fast the faithful word, &lc, for there are many unruly and 
vain talkers,' &c. 

Now here you may see the ordination of bishops ; and if they do not 
succeed in these steps and precepts as the apostles have laid down, they 
do not succeed the apostles ; for if he be of ' ill behaviour, not given to 
hospitality, nor apt to teach freely, (as they did,) and if he be given to 
wine, and a striker, and greedy of filthy lucre, and not patient, but a 
brawler, and covetous, and not the husband of one wife, and cannot 
rule his own house well, and hath not his children in subjection and in 
gravity, and is a novice, and puffed up in pride, and hath an ill report 
from them without, and self-willed, and soon angry, not sober, just, 
holy and temperate, &c. Such follow not, nor succeed the apa^tles in 
their ordination and succession, nor in their life and power of the Holy 
Ghost, but were reproved by them : now likewise, conceri^ing deacons, 
if they be not grave, and if they be double-tongued, or given to much 
wine, or if greedy of filthy lucre, if their wives be not grave and sober, 
but slanderous, they are such as do not follow the apostles in their ordi- 
nations and succession ; therefore, the apostle says, * first they must be 
proved, and then let them use the office of a deacon, &.c. being found 
blameless :' and likewise the apostle saith, ' they must hold the mystery 
of faith in a pure conscience ; (mark in a pure conscience,) and faith is 
a mystery ; and therefore all such that arc not qualified according to 
the apostles doctrine to Timothy and Titus, do not follow and succeed 
the apostles in their spiritual succession and ordination : and moreover 
the apostle saith, * follow us, as we follow Christ, and walk as ye have 
us for an example ;' and they coveted no man^s gold, nor silver, nor 
apparel, and said, * although he preached the gospel, ye had nothing to 
glory of; and what is my reward ? (says he,) verily, that when I preach 
the gospel, that I make the gospel of Christ without charge.' 1 Cor. ix. 

And now you that do not follow the apostle in these things, both in 
example and life, and to keep the gospel without charge, you do not 
follow the a|K)stlcs in the spiritual succession and ordination, neither are 
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you to be followed, but as you follow Christ, and the example of the 
apostles. 

And all such that forbid to marry, and command to abstain from meats, 
such are not the succeeders of the apostles in their ordination, and pos- 
session of the heavenly power and spirit ; but such are speakers of lies, 
and are such as are departed from the faith, giving heed to seducing 
spirits, and doctrine of devils, speaking lies in hypocrisy, having their con- 
sciences seared as with an hot iron. 1 ri7?i. iv. And in Rom. viii. ' if the 
spirit of him that raised up Jesus from the dead dwelleth in you, he that 
raised up Jesus shall (juicken your mortal bodies by his spirit that dwell- 
eth in you: for as many as are led by the spirit of God, are the sons of 
God; but ye have received the spirit of adoption, whereby we cry Abba 
Father, which spirit itself bcareth witness with our spirits, that we are 
the children of God ; for the law of the spirit of life, in Christ Jesus, hath 
made me free from the law of sin and death,' saith the apostle. 

Now here was the possession of the apostles, and all true christians, 
and all that follow them in their succession, and heavenly possession, 
must be led by the spirit of God, and to have the same spirit to bear 
witness with their spirits, that they are the sons of God ; yea the same 
spirit that raised up Jesus from the dead, to dwell in them, and to quicken 
their mortal bodies : so the succession must be in this same spirit, and in 
the law of the spirit of life in Christ Jesus, which makes free from the 
law of sin and death, and then there will be the fruits of the spirit to 
shew forth their succession to the apostles, that they do succeed them in 
the same spirit, in the law of the spirit of life that is in Christ Jesus, that 
doth make them free men and women from the law of sin and death : 
so all the succeeders of the apostles in the spirit, can cry Abba Father. 
And the apostle saith, in Rom. x. ' how shall he preach except he be 
sent ? &c. And the word is nigh thee in the heart and mouth, and this 
is the word of faith which we preach,' which were sent (to wit, the 
apostles,) to preach it. 

So all that succeed the apostles, they must be sent of Christ in the 
same power and spirit, that the apostles wece sent from God and Clirist, 
and freely give as they have received from him freely, and preach the 
same word of faith, which is nigh in men and women, even in their 
mouths and heart to obey it and do it ; for if people go not in the same 
power and spirit as the apostles were in, and preach the same, they are 
not succeeders of them in their possession. Now Christ said, * I am come 
in my Father's name and you received me not: if another shall come in 
his own name, him you will receive.* John v. 

And now is it not clearly seen to this day, that the prophets and apos- 
tles, that came in the name of the Lord and of Christ, such were always 
bated ; and they would not receive them : and by sad experience we 
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have found it in our age, who have been moved by the Lord, and gone 
in the name of the I^rd to speak to priests and professors, many of which 
you have imprisoned and beat ; but if any have come in their own name, 
such are received by you. 

And if Paul had been an apostle by men, or of men, or liad received 
his gospel and ordination by men or from men, men would not have 
called him a * ring-leader, and a pestilent fellow,' die. And the apostle 
said, * they were able ministers of the New Testament, not of the letter, 
but of the spirit ; for the letter killeth, but the spirit giveth life.'/ So all 
that follow the apostles in their ordination and succession, must be minis- 
ters of the spirit, and of the New Testament, yea, of the spirit that giveth 
life, and not of the letter that killeth: now they that are ministers, but 
not of the same spirit that giveth life, and of the New Testament that 
the apostles were in, do not follow .them in their ordination and succes- 
sion, though they may have the letter. And the apostle saith, ' we all 
with open face, beholding as in a glass the glory of the Ix>rd, are changed 
into the same image from, glory to glory, even by the spirit of the Lord.* 
2 Cor. iii. 13. * And we having the same spirit of faith,' &c. 

Now here was the apostles' possession, and all that follow them in 
their possession, ordination, and succession, must behold the same glory 
as they all did, and know the same changing from glory to glory, even 
by the spirit of the Lord, and they must be in the same spirit of faith, 
else they do not follow the apostles, and true christians in their ordina- 
tion and succession.^ And the apostles saith, 2 Cor. vi. ' in all things ap- 
proving ourselves as the ministers of God in much patience, in afflictions, 
in necessities, in distresses, in stripes, in imprisonments, in tumults, in 
labours, in watchings, in fastings, by pureness, by knowledge, by long 
sulFcring, by kindness, by the Holy Ghost, by love unfeigned, by the 
word of truth, by the power of God, by the armour of righteousness,' &c. 
Now all you that follow the apostles in their succession, you must approve 
yourselves as the ministers of Christ, by your patience, by your pureness, 
by your long suftering, by knowledge, by kindness, by love unfeigned, by 
the word of truth, by the power of God, by the armour of righteousness, 
and by the Koly Ghost : but now if you say, you have not the same 
Holy Ghost as the apostles had, then you cannot approve yourselves, 
neither can you follow them in the same ordination and succession as the 
apostles were in : and you that be the strikers, and imprisoners, and 
afflicters of people for religion, you do not follow the apostles in their 
ordination and succession, that were stripped, imprisoned, and afflicted. 

And the apostle saith, * ye are the temples of the living God ; as God 
hath said, I will dwell in them, and walk in them, and I will be their 
God, and they shall be my people, and I will be a father unto you, and 
you shall be my sons and daughters, saith the Lord God Almighty ;' now 
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here was the possession of the apostles and true church : now all that 
follow the apostles in their ordination, and succession, and possession in 
the true church, tJicy must follow them in their sonship and daughter- 
ship, and must be such as (lod dwells in, and walks in, if not, and they 
will not have him to d . 11 in them, and walk in them, and so to be the 
sons and daughters of (lod, then they do not succeed the ajwstles and 
true church in tlieir possession : and the apostle saith, GaL iii. * for ye 
arc all the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus ; for fis many of you 
as have been baptized into Christ, have put on Christ:* so all that follow 
the apostles and the true church in their succession, must be in the same 
light and power, and faith in Jesus Christ, which Jesus Christ hath heen 
the author of, and all must look to him for it, and so all children of God 
in this faith, that brings them to have access to God, and victory over 
that which separates from God. , . 

So all must succeed hi this one faith, and they that are baptized into 
Christ, must put him on ; not make a profession of him without them, 
and not put him on; if they do, (hey do not follow the apostle, and the 
true church in their succession. 

And the apostle saith, GaL iv. * because ye are sons, God hath sent 
forth the spirit of his Son into your hearts, crying Abba Father :' [mark,] 
into your hearts : now all that do succeed the apostle and true church 
here, it must be in the same power and spirit they were in, that they 
may cry Abba Father : and the apostle, in Gal. v. saith, * walk in the 
spirit and ye shall not fulfil the lusts of the flesh :' and again he saith, 
<if we live in the spirit, let us also walk in the spirit;' mark, (us the 
apostles and the true church, and true christians :) now if ye do not walk 
in the same spirit as the apostles and true church were in, then ye do 
not succeed the apostles and true church in their succession, and ordi- 
nation, and possession that they were in ; but do fulfil the lusts of your 
flesh : now the apostle saith, * the fruits of the spirit are love, joy, peace, 
meekness, long sulfering, temperance, Slc. against which there is no law/ 
&c. i\ow if you do not walk in the spirit, you do not succeed the apos- 
tles in their ordination by the spirit, neither do you succeed them in the 
fruits of the spirit ; but are in the fruits of the flesh, adultery, fornica- 
tion, uncleanness, lasciviousness, idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, variancei 
emulation, wrath, strife, sedition, heresy, cnvyings, murders, drunkenness, 
revilings, and such like. And the apostle tells you plainly, that they^ 
that do such things, shall not inherit the kingdom of God, and therefore^^ 
look all Cliristendom, at your fruits, and see whom you do succeed ; aaif 
the apostle saith, GaL vi. < for he that soweth to the flesh shall of the 
flesh reap corruption ; but he that soweth to the spirit, shall of the spirit 
reap life everlasting.' ( 

Now no man can sow to the spirit ; but such as be in the same spirit 
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of God and Christ, that the apostles were in, and they that be not in 
the same spirit that they were in, are not their succeeding seedsmen in 
their ordination by the Holy Ghost, then such sow to the flesh, and of 
the flesh they reap corruptions, and not everlasting life ; mark this all 
you seedsmen, what a crop you may reap of corruptions, that are sown 
to the flesh, who have not sown in the same power and holy spirit as the 
apostles sowed withal, and to : and the apostle speaking to the Ephesians 
of his knowledge in the mystery of Christ, which in other ages was not 
made known unto the sons of men, as it is now revealed unto his holy 
apostles and prophets, by the spirit : now you that do not succeed the 
apostles in this spirit of revelation, you do not know the mystery of Christ 
as the holy prophets and apostles did, though you may have the form : 
and the apostle saith, in Ephes. ii. 18. *for through him both have an 
access by one spirit to the Father, and in whom ye also are built together 
an habitation for God, through the spirit.' 

So all you that do follow the apostles and the true church in their 
succession, it must be in the same spirit of intercession, that gives access 
to the Father, and by the same spirit built together for an habitation 
of God. 

And all you that deny having the same spirit the apostles had, how 
can you be built together an habitation for God, or have access tp the 
Father : and the apostle saitb, ' finally, my brethren be strong in the 
Lord and in the power of his might ; put on the whole armour of God» 
that ye may be able to stand against the wiles. of the devil; for we 
wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities and rulers 
of darkness, &c. And take unto you the helmet of salvation, and 
sword of the spirit, which is the word of God.' And now mark, they 
that follow the apostles in their succession and ordination in the true 
church, they must be in the same power and might, and the same helmet 
of salvation, and shield of faith, and their feet must be shod with the 
same gospel of peace, and their loins must be girded with the same 
girdle of truth, and the same breastplate of righteousness, and they 
must have the same sword of the spirit, which b the word of God, with 
which they must not wrestle with flesh and blood, but spiritual wicked- 
ness, &C. 

Now you that are not in the same power of the same spirit, nor the 
faith, truth, righteousness, gospel, salvation, and armour of God, 

a are not the successors of the apostles in their weapons, in their 
Armour, in their wrestling, who wrestle with flesh and blood ; neither 
are you able to stand against the wiles of Satan : and the apostle saith, 
2 Cor. X. iv. * we do not war after the flesh ; for the weapons of our 
warfare are not carnal but spiritual, mighty through God to the plucking 
down of strong holds,' &c. 

Vol. v.— 24 
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Now all that follow the apostles in their succession, and possession, and 
ordination, their weapons must not be carnal, and they must not wrestle 
after the flesh, if they do, they are no ministers in the succession of the 
apostles in their war and their weapons : and the apostle saith, 1 Cor. 
xii. *for by one spirit are we all baptized into one body, whether we be 
Jews or Gentiles, whether bond or free, and have been all made to drink 
into one spirit ;* [mark,] here is the one baptism, and here is the one 
spirit, and here is drinking into one spirit through several sorts of peo- 
ple; these followed the apostles in their succession; and therefore, all 
that follows the apostles in their succession, must be baptized by the 
same spirit, as the apostles and true church were baptized withal, and 
drink into the same spirit ; and they that say, they have not the same 
spirit the apostles had, cannot be baptized into the same body they were 
baptized into, neither can they have the same union, in drinking in the 
same spirit they drank in, though they may have the letter, they cannot 
succeed them in their baptism in the spirit, and drinking in the spirit, if 
they have it not, and do not look for it, (to wit, the spirit of Christ,) now 
a-days : and the apostle saith, 1 Tim. iv. ' be thou an example of the 
believers, in word, in conversation, in charity, in spirit, in faith, and 
purity.' Now all the succeeders of Timothy and the apostle, must be 
in the same example, in the same word, in the same conversation, charity, 
spirit, faith and purity ; and they that are not in the same spirit, they 
cannot be in the same faith, word, conversation, charity, and purity, and 
then such do not succeed the apostles, nor Timothy : and in 1 Pel. ii. < ye 
also as living stones are built up a spiritual household, [mark, arc built 
up,] and an holy priesthood, to ofier up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable 
to God by Jesus Christ.' Now all that follow the apostles and the true 
church in their succession and possession of the spirit, they must be the 
spiritual household and living stones, offering up spiritual sacrifices ac- 
ceptable to God by Jesus Christ And you that say, you have not the 
same spirit the apostles had, and the church in the primitive times, you 
are not the successors of the apostles, and you cannot be the living stones 
nor spiritual house, nor an holy priesthood, neither can you otfer up 
spiritual sacrifices to God, acceptable through Jesus Christ, not being in 
the same spirit the apostles and true church were in. 

Concerning the Succession in the Fellowship. 

* Ir we say, (saith the apostle,) that we have fellowship with him, (to 
wit, Christ and God,) and walk in darkness, we lie, and do not the truth ; 
but if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have felk>wship 
one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ cicanseth us from 
all sin.' 
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Now all that do succeed the apostles and true church in the fellowship 
it must be bj walking in the light, as he is in the light, and there thej 
■hall know cleansing by the blood of Christ, but all such as hate the 
light of Christ, and call it of the devil or an idol, such do not succeed 
the apostles and the true church, though they may get the fimn of 
words, and say they have fellowship with him, but walking in the 
darkness, and hating the light, the apostle tells you, they lie and do not 
the truth, as you may see in 1 John ; and the apostle saith, ' for your 
fellowship is in the gospel.' Eph, L 

So all that follow the apostles and true church in their succession, it 
must be in the same gospel, the power of Grod, and not in a form of 
godliness, and denying the power of the gospel, that is a denying a suc- 
cession in their fellowship : and in another place he speaks of keeping 
the unity of the spirit, which is the bond of peace : so all that do not 
follow the apostles and true church in this unity of the spirit, they want 
the bond of peace, yea, the bond of the Prince of princes' peace ; and 
they that do follow the apostles and true church, it must be in the same 
spirit that they were in, and so in the same unity and bond of peace. 

Concerning Singing and Praying in the Spirit in the Succession of the 

Apostles, 

The apostle saith, Eph, vi. 18. * praying always with all prayer and 
supplication in the spirit :' now they must be in the same spirit the apos- 
ties and true church were in, if they do succeed them in the spirit of 
prayer, or else is it not like the pharisees' babbling, and such as ask, and 
receive not ? and the apostle saith, Rom, viiL * likewise the spirit helpeth 
our infirmities ; for we know not what we should pray for as we ought, 
but the spirit itself makes intercession for us,' &c. So all that do suc- 
ceed the apostles in their priiyer, it is not using a company of words, and 
making prayers, but it must be in the same spirit which helps the infir- 
mity, and makes intercession ; for without this spirit the apostles were 
in, we know not what we should pray for as we ought; so therefore, the 
Wfirit is the helper, and makes intercession ; and therefore, they that 
have not the same spirit the apostles had, want the helper that should 
Aiake intercession, and are not in the succession of the apostles and the 
!|. true church. And again the apostle saith, 1 Cor. ziv. ^ I will pray with 
fhe spirit, and I will pray with the understanding also ; I will sing with 
the spirit, and I will sing with the understanding also, when thou blessest 
with the spirit,' &c. 

:^And therefore all that do pray, and sing, and bless, and not in the 
same spirit the apostles were in, and the true church, thej are Dot Che 
lucceeders of the apostles in their spiritual praying, nnging^jud blessing, 
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neither can they pray with the understanding, nor sing, nor bless with 
the understanding, as the apostles and the true church did, if they be 
not in the same spirit they were in, that gave forth tlie scriptures. And 
the apostle saith, ^ let the word of (rod dwell in you in all wisdom, &c. 
teaching and admonishing one another in psalms, and hymns, and spiri- 
tual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord.' Col, iii. 

Now they that do succeed the apostles in this teaching and admonish* 
ing in psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs, they must succeed them in 
the word of Christ dwelling in their hearts, and in the same spirit, and 
same grace in the heart that the apostle and true church were in ; for 
they cannot succeed them in the letter, in the form without the power 
in their possession : and the apostle bids them pray without ceasing, and 
quench not the spirit, and despise not prophesying : and they that do 
despise prophecy, and quench the spirit, do not follow the apostles in 
their succession and ordination, and comfort, and edification, who said, 
• they may all prophesy one by one.* 

And so all that grieves, and quencheth, and vexeth the spirit of God, 
and rebelleth against his spirit, and resistcth the Holy Ghost, and hates 
the light of Girist, doth not follow the apostles in their succession and 
possession: and the apostle saith, *but ye beloved, build up yourselves 
in your most holy faith, praying in the Holy Ghost :* so all that do suc- 
ceed the apostles and the true church in their praying, it must be in the 
Holy Ghost, and succeed them in their building, it must be in the holy 
faith, which Christ is the author of, and they that are not in the same 
Holy Ghost and faith, do not succeed the apostles in their building, and 
in their praying : and the apostle saith, in 1 Thes. ii. 10. ^ ye are witnesses 
and God also, how holily, and justly, and unblameable we behaved our- 
selves among you that believe :' so they that do succeed the apostles, 
must succeed them in that holy, and just, and unblameable life : and 
Christ saith, in John iv. ' they that worship the Father must worship him 
in spirit and truth :' now none can succeed the apostles in this worship 
that Christ set up above sixteen hundred years since ; but who are in 
the same spirit and truth the devil is out of, that the apostles were in : 
and so it is clear ; all that do succeed the apostles in their succession, 
and ordination, and possession, it must be in the same power and spirit: 
and saith the Jjord, ' I have ordained thee a prophet to the nations, be- 
fore I formed thee in the belly I knew thee.' Jer. i. 5. And a multitude 
of the like things concerning the succession of the apostles, and the true 
church, of sanctification, justification, and perfection, and the like, might 
be declared, and the apostle saith, ' he that hath an ear let him hear 
what the spirit saith to the churches :' John speaks this seven times in 
the Revelation ; but if people have not the same power and spirit now 
a-days as the apostles had, then they cannot hear what the spirit saith. 
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Now the apostle saith, 1 Cor. xiv. ' if any thing be revealed to another 
that sits by, let the first hold his peace ; for you may all prophesy one 
by one, that all may learn, and all may be comforted ; for the spirit of 
the prophets is subject to the prophets :' now all that deny prophecy, 
and speaking one by one, deny the way by which the church may learn 
and be comforted, and deny the subjection of the spirit of the prophets, 
and such are not the succeeders in the same power and spirit the apostles 
were in : and the apostle saith, 1 Cor. xiv. * except you utter by the 
tongue, words easy to be understood, how shall it be known what is spo- 
ken ; for ye shall speak in the air, therefore, if I know not the meaning 
of the voice, I shall be unto him that speaketh as a barbarian, and he 
shall be a barbarian unto me.' And therefore all ye that speak, and 
preach, and pray in an unknown tongue, or bless, the apostle telleth you, 
ye are as barbarians, and speak to the air, and so you do not follow him 
in his succession ; so therefore, all that follow the apostles and the true 
church, in their succession, ordination, and possession ; either in preach- 
ing, praying, or singing, fellowship, or worship, they must succeed them 
in the same power and spirit the apostles were in. 

And the apostle saith, Gal. vi. ' as many desire to make fair shew in 
the flesh,' and in Rom. xv. 18. * for I will not dare to speak of those things, 
which Christ hath not wrought by me, to make the Gentiles obedient, 
by word or deed.' Now consider, do you follow the apostles in this suc- 
cession, dare you speak of things which Christ hath not wrought by you, 
and bring people to be obedient by word or deed ? and is not this to make 
a fair shew in the flesh of that which Christ hath not wrought by you ? 
then you are not succeeders to the apostles and true church : and the 
apostle saith, in 2 Cor. x. 15. *not boasting of things without our mea- 
sure,' that is, of other men's labours, die. * but according to the measure 
of the rule, which God hath distributed unto us,' &c. Now consider, do 
any follow the apostles in their succession ; but who follow them in the 
rule, to wit, of the spirit ? and do such follow the apostles in their rule, 
that boast of men's labours, to wit, the prophets', Christ's and the apos- 
tles' words, and deny their rule of the spirit ? and did not the Corinthians 
make a great profession of Christ, and looked upon themselves to be 
great gifted men? and did not the apostle tell them, they were repro- 
bates if they knew not Christ in them, for all they might make a profes- 
sion of Christ without them? and so, is it not needful for all christians 
to try themselves, whether they be in the faith, and prove, and know 
their own selves, that Christ is in them, except they be reprobates ; and 
so reprobates may make a profession of Clirist without them, which 
do not follow the apostles in the succession, who preached Christ within, 
the hope of glory, who said, * the life that I now live in the flesh, is by 
the faith of the Son of God, and I live, yet not I, but Christ that liveth 
in me.' Gal. ii. 23. 
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So now, who follow the apostles in this their possession, succession, and 
ordination, must follow them in the possession of this faith of the Son of 
Grod, and in this life in him : and the apostle saith, in GaL iv. 0, 10. ^ but 
now after that ye have known God, or rather, arc known of God, how 
turn ye again to the weak and beggarly elements, whereunto ye desire 
again to be in bondage, ye observe days, and months, and times, and 
years, I am afraid of you, least 1 have bestowed upon you labour in vain.* 

Now consider this, you that observe days, months, times, and years, 
which he calls beggarly elements, and bondage upon such that went into 
such things, he was afraid he had bestowed his labour in vain. Now 
you that do observe these things, and follow these things, the apostle re- 
proves, do not you succeed them that went in bondage, and arc not 
succeeders to the a|K>stles nor true church : and in 1 John v. 12, 20. ' he 
that hath the Son hatli life, and he that hath not the Son hath not life, 
and we know that the Son of God is come, and hath given to us an 
understanding, that we may know him that is true, and we are in him 
that is true, even in his Son Jesus Christ, this is the true God and eter- 
nal life.' 

Now here you may see their possession, and what the apostles and 
the saints did possess, and they did confess Christ was come without them 
and within them, and they were in him : so all that follow the apostles 
and true church in their possession, and succession, must have this con- 
fession, that Christ is come, and hath given them an understanding, and 
to be in them, and to have the Son if they have life, signifying that 
all the professors of the Son of God, if they have not the Son of God, 
they have not life, then they cannot succeed the apostles and the true 
church in the same life, possession, and confession from the same faith, 
and so are no true witnesses. 

Now who follow the apostles in the succession and ordination, are faith- 
ful witnesses ; and in Luke xxiv. 48. Christ says to his disciples, ' ye are 
witnesses of these things ;' and Acts i. 8. * but ye shall receive power 
after the Holy Ghost is come upon you, and ye shall be witnesses unto 
me in all Judea, and Jerusalem, and Samaria, and to the utmost parts 
of the earth.' 

Now mark, these were the faithful and true witnesses in the power 
and Holy Ghost, that witnessed in Judea, Jerusalem, and Samaria, and 
to the utmost parts of the earth, to Girist : nor can any succeed the 
apostles and be true witnesses, but in the same power and Holy Ghost; 
and in Acts ii. 32, 33. < this Jesus hath God raised up, whereof we all are 
witnesses ; therefore, being by the right hand of God exalted, and having 
received of the Father the promise of the Holy Ghost, he hath shed forth 
this which we now see and hair,' &c. and in Acts iii. 15. * ye have killed 
the PrincQ of life, whom God hath raised from the dead, whereof we are 
witnesses;^ now all these were faithful witnesses : and Acts v. 32. * we 
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are his witnesses of these things, (to wit, Christy) and so is also the Holy 
Ghost, whom God hath given to them that obey liim:' mark then, those 
that do disobey God and Christ, receive not this Holy Ghost, and then 
they cannot succeed the apostles in the same Holy Ghost, as faithful 
witnesses of Christ. And Acts x. 30. ' we are witnesses of these things 
which he did, (to wit, Christ,) both in the land of the Jews, and at Jeru- 
salem, whom they slew and hanged on a tree,' &c. And Ads xiii. 30. 
* but God hath raised him from the dead, and he was seen many days of 
them who came up with him from Galilee unto Jerusalem, and we are 
his witnesses unto the people, and we declare unto you glad tidings.' 
And Acts XX. 23. ^ save that the Holy Ghost witnesseth in every city, 
saying, that bonds and afflictions abide me,' (to wit, him that preached 
Christ) And Acts xxvL 22. ^ having therefore obtained help from God, 
I continue unto this day, witnessing both unto small and great, saying no 
other things than those which the prophets and Moses did say should 
come, that Christ should suficr and rise from the dead, and should show 
light unto the Gentiles.' 

Now here you may see his faithful witnesses in the Holy Ghost, wit- 
nessed to all, small or great, freely ; and you that deny having the Holy 
Ghost the apostles were in, and the light of Christ, which he enlightens 
every one that comes into the world withal, which he shews to the peo- 
ple and to the Gentiles,, you are no true witnesses nor succecders to the 
apostles, that call his light (that he hath shewed to us Gentiles, which 
shines in our hearts, to give us the knowledge of the glory of God in the 
face of Jesus Christ) of the devil, and the Quakers' new Christ, and natu- 
ral ; you are no succeeders of the apostles in the power, light, and spirit, 
nor true witnesses, but their opposers. And the apostle saith, 1 TTies. iL 
10. 'ye are witnesses and God also, how holily, justly, and unblamable 
we behaved ourselves amongst you that believed.' 

Now we cannot witness that you walk so holily, justly, and unblama- 
bly in Christ, we who are the true believers : and can you say, that God 
is your witness of your holy, just, and unblamable life, as the apostles 
did ? and if you cannot, you do not succeed them in their possession and 
succession ; and the apostle saying before, ' that the Floly Ghost witnessed 
in every city, saying, bonds and afflictions abide ftie.' Now you that 
do persecute, and afflict, and bring into your bonds and prisons, and say, 
you have not the same Holy Ghost the apostles had, and yet afflict them 
that be in the Holy Gliost, ye are not the succeeders of the apostles in 
their ordination and succession. And the apostle saith, 1 Tim. iv. 14. 
' neglect not the gift that is in thee,' &c. and he was to hold the faith 
in a good conscience, 1 Tim. i. 19. and he calls him ' his son in the faith, 
1 Tim. L 2. And in 1 Tim. vi. 11, 12. ' but thou, O man of God, follow 
righteousness, godliness, and faith, love, patience, meekness; fight the 
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good fight of faith, lay hold on eternal life, whcreunto thou art also 
called, and hast professed a good profession before many witnesses ; and 
hold fast the form of sound words, which thou hast heard of me in faith 
and love, which is in Clirist Jesus, [mark,] in faith he had heard,* and in 
love, which is in Christ Jesus ; this form of sound words he was to hold 
fast, which he had heard in faith, <S:c. which Christ is the author of. 
2 Tim. i. 13. So they that be not in the same sound words, which is 
heard in faith and love in Christ Jesus, do not succeed the apostles in their 
possession nor ordination: and in 2 Tim. i. 14. Mhat good thing which 
was committed unto thee, keep by the Holy Ghost, which dwelleth in 
us :' [mark,] keep by the Holy Ghost that dwelleth in us : and hi 2 Tim. 
XL 2. *• and all the things thou hast heard of me amongst many witnesses, 
the same commit thou unto faithful men, who shall be able to teach 
others also.* 

Now mark, these followed the apostles in the succession in the Holy 
Ghost, in the faith in the good things, which they dwelt in and committed 
unto faithful men, which mystery of the faith is held in a pure con- 
science ; so none can succeed the apostles nor Timothy, nor these faithful 
men, but in the same faith, and in the same gid of prophecy, and in the 
good thing, kept by the Holy Ghost dwelling in them : now they that 
be not in the same faith and Holy Ghost, and in the same good thing the 
apostle Timothy and those faithful men were in, do not succeed the apos- 
tles and them, though they get the form of godliness ; and the apostle and 
Timothy did not commit those things to faithful men, to teach them, and 
make a trade of them ; for they that do make a trade of them are un- 
faithful men, and do not succeed the apostles and Timothy, but are 
succeeders of such as resist the Holy Ghost and disobeyers of God ; for 
the apostle saith, ^ he gives the Holy Ghost to them that obey him :' and 
the apostle saith, 2 Tim. iiL 5. ' having a form of godliness but denying 
the power thereof, from such turn away :' now to have a form of Christ's 
words, the apostles' words, or Timothy's words, or these faithful men's 
words, and deny the power and the Holy Gliost that led them to speak 
them forth, they are to be turned away from, and are no succeeders of 
the apostles : and the apostle saith, //e6. xii. ' wherefore seeing we also 
are compassed abouf with so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside 
every weight, and the sin that doth so easily beset us, and let us run with 
patience the race that is set before us, looking unto Jesus the author and 
finbher of our faith,' &c. 

So you may see it is not any man, nor writings, nor words, that is the 
author of people's faith, biit Jesus Christ, and all must look unto him, 
the author and finisher of their faith for it, if they do succeed, this cloud 
of witnesses, which faith is the gift of God, and brings us to have access ta 
God, in which God is pleased : and the apostle saith, 1 John^ * that which 
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was from the beginning, [mark, the beginning, to wit, Chrbt,] which we 
have heard, [mark, they have heard thut which was from the beginning,] 
which we have seen with our eyes, [mark, Ihey had seen with their 
eyes that which was from the beginning,] which we have looked upon, 
&nd our hands have handled of the word of life, which was from the 
beginning ; for the life was manifest, and we have seen it, and bear wit- 
ness, and shew it unto you, that eternal life which was with the Father, 
and was manifest unto us, that which we have seen and heard, declare 
we unto you, that ye, (to wit, the church,) also may have fellowship with 
us, who had seen, heard, looked upon and handled the word of life, and 
truly our f^lowship is with the Father and with the Son Jesus Christ ; 
and these things I write unto you, that your joy may be full.' 

And now mark, he that hath not the Son ha(h not life, and he that 
hath the Son hath life ; and therefore, consider all ye teachers and 
churches in Christendom, where is your fellowship, have you heard that 
which was from the beginning ? have you seen, looked upon, and handled, 
and so bear witness to what you hsive seen, heard and handled ? and do 
you declare that to your churches which you have heard, seen and 
handled, as the apostles did ? if not, you do not succeed the apostles in 
their hearing, in their handling, in their looking, and seeing, and witness- 
ing, and declaring to others : for will not the worldling's reason teach 
you in your common courts, that if a company of witnesses come to 
bear witness before a judge, the judge asketh them whether they have 
seen, heard, or looked upon the man ; if they say, no, they have never 
beard, nor looked upon him, nor do not expect ever to see him while on 
this side the grave ; what do you think the judge will say to these wit- 
nesses, that will come to witness for, or against a man they have never 
seen, nor heard, nor looked upon, nor ever expect to see: but you 
may say, the witnesses heard others say so of him ; and will this please 
the judge ? let worldly reason judge : so consider, if you never heard 
God's voice, nor seen his shape, as you may see in John v. Christ the 
judge did not accept of such as the Jews, that were sayers of what the 
prophets and Moses said and did ; for saith he, ' the Father himself, 
which hath sent me, beareth witness of me, but ye have neither heard 
his voice at any time, nor seen his shape ;' then these were not, nor are 
the true or faithful witnesses of God nor Christ. 

And in Jer. xxiii. 21. * I have not sent these prophets, yet they ran, I 
have not spoken to them, yet they prophesy:' and ver. 30,31. * therefore 
behold I am against the prophets, saith the Lord, that steal my words 
every one from his neighbour : behold I am against the prophets, saith 
the Lord, that use their tongues, and say, he saith it ;' and ver. 16. * thus 
saith the Lord of hosts, hearken not unto the prophets, nor unto the 
words of the prophets that prophesy unto you, they make you vain. 

Vol. v.— 25 
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they speak a vision of their own heart, and not from the mouth of the 
Lord :' and in Ezek xiii. * woe unto the prophets that follow their own 
spirit, and that sec nothing, I have not sent them, saith the Lord, and 
they say, the Lord saith it, albeit I have not spoken to them; I am 
against you, saith the Lord, because with lies you make the hearts of 
the righteous ssid, whom I have not made sad, &c. I will deliver my peo- 
ple out of your hand, and you shall know that I am the Lord,' &c. 

And now consider these were not the succeeders of the true prophets, 
though they used their tongues, and spake and ran with a divination of 
their own brains and studies, the Lord was against such, though they 
might say, thus saith the Lord, and get the words of their neighbour 
prophets. So though you may say, thus saith Christ, and thus say the 
apostles, and be such as run and God never sends, nor Clirist, and have 
neither heard God*s voice, nor seen his shape, and the Lord nor Christ 
have not spoken to you, and say, you have not the Holy Ghost as the 
apostles had, and so follow your own spirits, and see nothing ; and do not 
all, who say they have not the same spirit the apostles had, follow their 
own spirits, and see nothing, and so are succeeders of these false pro- 
phets which God reproved, and not the true prophets nor apostles ? * and 
how can you preach, except you be sent V saith the apostle ; for whom 
Christ sends they be in the Holy Ghost, and none can call him Lord, but 
by the Holy Ghost. 

And Christ saith, ' that he may abide with you forever, to wit, the 
Comforter, the Holy Ghost, John xiv. 16. even the spirit of truth, that 
shall lead you into all truth,' and he should dwell in them, and should 
be with them ; and also Christ saith, ' he would be with them and in 
them to the end of the world. 

And now, therefore, how can you be faithful witnesses to God and 
Christ the judge, by using your tongues, and saying, he saith it, or by 
getting the form of godliness, and denying the power and the Holy 
Ghost, to wit, the witness ; and by your running, and God never sent you ; 
and though you say, he saith it, and hath never spoken to you ; yea 
though you may be ministers of the letter from Genesis to Revelations, 
and say, he or they say it, and yet never hear his voice, or see his shape 
at any time ; then how at any time can you be true witnesses, except 
you were in the same power and Holy Ghost the prophets and the apos- 
tles were in ? 

' He that hath the Son of God, hath life, and he that hath not the 
Son of God, hath not life ;' then how can he be a witness of the life 
that he hath not seen, heard, nor handled 7 and if Christ be not in him, 
he is a reprobate, and then how can reprobates be faithful witnesses of 
him, though they may talk of him by the letter he is come, as the Jews 
by the letter talked he was to come ? 
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And therefore, they that have the Son of God they have life, they see 
it, they hear it, they handle it, they look upon it, that life that was in 
the beginning, and can say, *• the Son of God is come, and hath given us 
an understanding, and we know him that is true, and are in him that is 
true, and so are faithful witnesses, succeeders of the apostles and the 
true church, and can declare what their eyes have seen, and their hands 
have handled, and what they have heard, and what they have looked 
upon, and bear witness and show to others that eternal life, which was 
with the Father, and manifest unto us and in us, and can both witness 
and declare this to others freely, as they have received freely from God, 
that others may have fellowship with them, and can say truly, ' our fel- 
lowship is with the Father and with the Son,' and this we declare and 
witness to : I say, all that succeed the apostles and the true church, it 
must be in this hearing, sight, handling, witnessing and declaring of this 
possession, of this life, Christ that was in the apostles and the true church, 
else they are no succeeders to them, nor in their possession : for all the 
fabe witnesses against the prophets, Christ and the apostles, they might 
profess the scriptures, and the beast, whore, antichrist, Satan's messengers 
and false apostles, they might profess Christ in words ; but they that have 
him not, have not life, and so are no true hearers, seers, witnesses nor 
succeeders, neither can they call Jesus Lord, except they be in the Holy 
Ghost the apostles were in, neither can they witness as they did without 
the Holy Ghost, neither can they build up one another, except they be 
in the same Holy Ghost the apostles and true church were in, praying 
in the Holy Ghost, building up one another in the most holy faith. 

So all true succession is in this building in the Holy Ghost and holy 
faith that they were in ; and if they be not in this, they are pluckers 
down, and scatterers from the head, lo here, lo there, lo there Christ 
without them, and not within them, and so no succeeders to the apostles, 
nor true Church, but to such, against whom the cry is, lo here, lo there, 
which Christ commands not to follow. 

And in 2 Cor. ii. 17. ' for we are not as many which corrupt the word 
of God, but as of sincerity, but as of God in the sight of God speak we in 
Christ' And in 2 Pet, ii. 3. ' and through covetousness shall they with 
feigned words make merchandise of you,' &c. 

Now consider, such as these did not follow the apostles in their suc- 
cession nor ordination, nor any that be in feigned words, who through 
covetousness make merchandise of God's, Christ's, the prophets* and 
apostles' words, and of people. 

And none follow the apostles in their succession and ordination, but 
such as be of God, and in the sight of God speak the truth in sincerity 
in Christ Jesus. 

So all they that teach • for filthy lucre, and serve not the Lord Jesus 
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Christ, but their own bellies, and by good words and fair speeches deceive 
the hearts of the simple,' Ram, vi. 8. all such follow not the apostles, and 
true church in their succession, but are reproved by them. 

And in JVunib. xxviii. you may see how God ordained his law in Mount 
Sinai, and that his people should walk in it, which law commanded their 
ofierings and the priests to olFcr and attend upon their service. 

But Christ Jesus, who ends the law and the ofierings, and the priests, 
by ofiering up himself once for all, he ordained his disciples to preach, 
and comman<ls them, freely as they had received of him, so freely to give. 

And therefore, they that follow the a{)ostle8 in their ordination and in 
their succession, must give freely, as they have received freely. 

And Oirist commands his disciples not to swear at all, but keep to yea 
and nay in their communication, and to bless, and curse not 

And the apostle that kept in the ordination of Christ and hiscommand, 
forbad swearing and cursing, and set up yea and nay, as Christ com- 
manded. 

Now all them that swear and curse, do not follow the apostles in their 
succession, nor ordination, nor qualification. 

And Christ forbids his ministers from being called gracious lords, as 
the Gentiles were, or for being called of men master, as the pharisees 
were. 

And therefore, they that follow the apostles in Christ's ordination, and 
the succession of the apostles, must keep his commands ; for such minis^ 
ters that do plead for such titles, and to be called of men masters, and 
gracious lords, succeed the pharisees and the Gentiles, and not Christ nor 
the apostles. 

And therefore none can succeed the apostles, but in the same power 
of God and Holy Ghost that they were in, who gave forth the scriptures, 
and they must receive Christ, and live in him, who is the rock of ages, 
and so to know him, to be with them and in them to the end of their 
age, and so to the end of the world, who is the rock and foundation of 
all the righteous in their ages ; and they that do succeed the apostles, 
must succeed them in their work and foundation. 

So in the light, in the life, and in the power of Christ Jesus, and in 
him, and he in them, who is the first and last ; here is all the true suc- 
cession and succeeders, who walk and live in Christ Jesus, and he in 
them, who is first and last. G. F, 

Swarthmore, the lOth of the Qlh month, 1675. 



POSSESSION ABOVE PROFESSION; 

Being a Discourse, in which it may be clearly seen that many that make a 
Profession of Christ in the Fleshy and deny him in his Lights which he 
enlighteneth every man thai comelh into the world withal, (ichich Light is 
the Life in the IVord,) and speak evil against it, are such as possess him 
not, but persecute his Light and Life 05 the Jews, thai persecuted him in 
the days of his Flesh, 

And how that many Turks and Heathens will own his Divine Light more 
than many of them that make a Profession of Christ in the Flesh. 

And likewise, how that all such as profess Christ Jesus has bought them^ are 
to be governed and ordered by him, their owner ; for the worldling^s reason 
will say, ' that which he hath bought and paid for, is his own to order and 
govern,^ ^c. — By G. F. 

. Now all christians that confess Clirist come in the flesh, in words, 
and yet do not obey him, they have not the comfort of him. 

For ye christians that do confess Christ to be come in the flesh, and 
yet will not own his light, that he doth enlighten every man that cometh 
into the world with, to be a heavenly, divine, and saving light for every 
one to believe in, it is but a fleshly profession of Christ come in the 
flesi), and not a spiritual. (' For none can call him Lord, but by the 
Holy Ghost,') nor is it a knowing of him who is the mystery ; for Christ 
is a mystery ; and this mystery is known and seen only by his light ; and 
such know Christ no more by the letter of the apostles, than the Jews 
knew him by the letter of the prophets, and Moses, or as Saul ; for when 
he was Paul, he knew him by revelation ; and Peter knew him by reve- 
lation ; and so the heavenly spiritual man is known by the ' revelation 
of his light and spirit/ and the revelation of the faith (that is the gift of 
God,) which Christ is the author of; and Mary knew him by revelation, 
and Simeon knew him by revelation, and the shepherds knew Christ by 
revelation through the angel of the Lord, as in Luke ii. and Joseph knew 
him by revelation : and so, that which does reveal the Son of God, is 
the light and spirit of God : to know him to be the Christ, as he was 
man, and as he was God ; I say, to know Christ, the spiritual and hea- 
venly man, and hb heavenly flesh and blood, that is meat indeed and 
drink indeed to the saints, which who eats of, lives for ever, and lives by 
the Son as he lives by the Father, who was promised and prophesied of 
to come, who came according to God's promise, and the prophets, * who 
suffered, and was crucified ajid buried, and the third day rose again, and 
remains in the heavens, till all tilings be restored ; who is ascended far 
above all principalities, powers, thrones, and dominions, that he might 
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fill all things, who b the head of his church/ that neither powers, thrones, 
principalities, nor dominions, can pluck out of his throne, and crucify him 
again, though they may crucify him to themselves afresh, and persecute 
him in his members. 

So his heavenly flesh is the saints* daily food and bread from heaven ; 
and they that deny the heavenly man, Christ Jesus, that died and suf- 
fered without the gates of Jerusalem, above sixteen hundred years since, 
his suflerings, death and resurrection, * deny their own food, and their 
own heavenly bread, and him that offered up himself for their sin, and 
had power to lay down his life, and to take it up again.' 

For it was Christ that died, and is risen, and is at the right hand of 
God, the heavenly and spiritual man ; and it is Christ Jesus, who makes 
intercession for the saints. 

So there is one Mediator between God and man, the man Christ Jesus, 
the heavenly and spiritual man, the heavenly and spiritual bishop, the 
heavenly and spiritual counsellor, and the heavenly and spiritual * shep- 
herd, priest, teacher, and leader.' 

And now all you that do profess Christ in words, and have a profes- 
sion of him in the flesh, and deny him in his light, in his divinity, ' which 
enlighteneth every man that cometh into the world,' hear what Christ 
saith, ' believe in the light ;' and John, speaking of Christ, saith, ' in him 
was life, and this life was the light of men ; and the light shined in the 
darkness, and the darkness comprehended it not ;' and * that was the 
true light which lighteth every man that cometh into the world ; and 
he was in the world, and the world was made by him, and the world 
knew him not ; he came to his own, and his own received him not ; but 
as many as received him, to them he gave power to become the sons of 
God, even to them that believed on his name.' 

So it is clear the world was made by him, and yet the world 
knew him not, neither can the world know, but by revelation in the 
light. And his own, the Jews, that he came to, they received him not ; 
for they stopped their ears and eyes to the light ; but as many as received 
him, ' to them he gave power :' so that here is a distinction betwixt the 
world, and ' his own, and them that received him ;' for he gave them 
such power as to become the sons of God, • them which believed in his 
name :' and what is his name ? the * Light, the word Jesus, the Saviour, 
Christ, the anointed of God, conceived by the Holy Ghost,' &c. 

And now, all you that do make a profession of Christ in the flesh, and 
do not believe in him as the heavenly light, that enlighteneth man that 
cometh into the world ; how can you believe in the man Christ Jesus, 
who is a mystery, except (as I said,) you do believe in the light (as Christ 
commands,) that doth enlighten, &c. (which light manifests him,) and so 
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become children of the light : and it is clear by Qirist's words, there are 
none children of the light, but by believing in the light 

So the rest are children of darkness, though they may make a profcs- 
eion of Christ in the flesh, and after the flesh. 

And not to believe in the light (which is the life in Christ, the word, 
which was in the beginning) what does this differ from the * devil's be- 
lieving and trembling V I say, those who do not believe in the divine 
light of Christ, as he is God, which light is the life in the word, which is 
God, (that is called life in him, and the light as it is in people that be 
in darkness.) 

And you say, this divine, spiritual, heavenly light of Christ is not sav- 
ing : then why docs Christ say, * believe in the light, that ye may become 
children of the light ; and he that believes, is saved, and he that does not, 
i3 condemned already ; and I will give him for a covenant of light, and 
he shall be my salvation to the ends of the? earth, said God V so this cove- 
nant of light is saving then. 

Now the Jews, and the Turk, and heathen, and Indians, that do not 
nor will not profess and own Christ in ther flesh, to be the Saviour ; if 
one come to speak to them of their evil deeds and words, and ask them, 
if there is not something in them that tells them, they should not speak 
and do so, or so wickedly ? (for the light of Christ troubles and condemns 
them if they do evil,) here they will confess to the light of Christ, though 
they know not what it is which is the life in the word, and light in them, 
that shines in their darkness, and their darkness comprehends it not, and 
80 do not obey it, nor believe in it, but hate it (many of them,) because 
it will reprove them, and because their deeds are evil ; and this is ac- 
cording to Christ's words, ' this is the condemnation, that light is come 
into the world, and men love darkness rather than light, because their 
deeds are evil.' 

For, every one that doth evil, [mark,] it is not some, but every one 
that doth, (that is,) acteth evil, hateth the light, neither cometh to the 
Ught, least his deeds should be reproved : now he cannot say, * it is not 
there, nor within him, nor that he hath it not,' when he will not come 
to it ; but men will not come to this divine and spiritual light, least that 
they should be reproved by it. 

Now, Christ makes a distinction betwixt him that loves, and him that 
hates it ; ^ for he that doth truth,' saith he, ' cometh to the light, that his 
deeds may be manifest that they are wrought in God.' 

Now, they that hate the light, and will not come to it, they are such 
as do not the truth, then they do the evil, yet make a profession of Christ 
in the flesh, thajt he is come, as the Jews did he was to come ; and so 
with your darkness, you cannot comprehend the light, though it shines 
there, yea, in your darkness. 



300 

But the darkness (you ?ay) is within you : yet you will not have this 
divine, heavenly light of Christ to be within you: Oh! can such gross 
darknc'*'? comprehend thi^ divine, heavenly lif^ht, which is the * life in 
the word, and the true light, that enlighteneth every man that cometh 
into the world ;' and the prophet saith, • whom (iod iiath given for a cove- 
nant of light, and to he his salvation to the ends of the earth f believe 
in the light. 

And now, the children of darkness, that cannot comprehend the light, 
(which is the life, in Christ the word,) but hate the light, whose deeds he 
evil, and will not come to the light, because it will reprove them; this 
is their condemnation, (Turks, Jews, heathen and apostate christians,) 
that believe not in the liglit (which is the life in the word.) as Christ com- 
mands. 

And now mind this, you professors tliat be in darkness, and therein 
cannot comprehend this divine, spiritual, saving, heavenly light, which 
is the life in the spiritual wonl, but with your darkness are wrangling 
and jangling, and are raging like the waves of the sea, foaming out your 
shame against it: consider 'that some of you call this divine, spiritual 
light, (which is the life in the word,) natural, carnal, and of the devil, 
the light of nature, the Quakers' idol, n ' will o' the wisp,' and a new 
Christ ; and many such blasphemous speeches you have published against 
the true light, 'which enligliteneth every man that cometh into the world,' 
which light Ls the life in the word Christ; *for in him was life,' speaking 
of the word which was in the beginning, 'and the life was the light of 
men.' 

Now, by this true light, all false lights, false christs, and you, are com- 
prehended, and seen, and judged, even by this divine, heavenly light, 
which is the life in the word, which Christ, the Saviour, and heavenly, 
spiritual man, enlightens every man tliat cometh into the world withal, 
and says, * believe in the light.' And so now, you that cannot compre- 
hend this light, which is the life, and make a profession of Christ in the 
flesh, and yet deny his divine liglit, and blaspheme against it, and will 
not own it, but hate it, and spit at it, and call it the ' light of the devil;' 
you are like the pharisecs and chief priests, and the Jews, that cried out, 
*the temple of the Lord,' and yet persecuted Christ's spiritual worship: 
you make a profession of Christ in his flesh, and will not own his light, 
which enlightens every man, which is the lite in him, you are as bad or 
worse than the Jews, Turks, or Indians; for they will confess to that 
light which does condemn evil in them, but you make a profession 
of Christ in the flesh, yet deny his light, which is life in him ; and the 
Jews, Turks, and Indians, will confess to the light that does reprove 
them, though they will not obey it ; yet this divine, heavenly light will 
make every tongue to confess, though you that do make a profession of 
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CSirist in the flesh, will not confess to this divine light of Christ, so far as 
Jew, Jurk, and heathens; and they will not give this heavenly light, 
which is life in Christ, such blasphemous names as you do. 

So you, in your profession of Christ in the flesh, are darker to his light 
than the Jews, Turks, Indians oi^ heathens, yea, such as do not profess 
him come in the flesh : but you and they all must be made to confess 
to this heavenly, divine light (which is life in him,) to your condemna- 
tion that hate it, and blaspheme against it, and will not come to it, be- 
cause ye do not the truth, and so will not turn at the reproofs of it, and 
believe in it, that ye might become ctuldren of the light And now, 
they that are turned at the reproofs of it, and are turned from the evil, 
and come to do the truth, they believe in the light, as Christ commands, 
and love the light, and bring their deeds to the light, that with the light 
they may see their deeds wrought in God ; and so, believing in the light, 
become children of the light: but all you that hate the light, 'you hate 
the life in Christ, and you do not see how your works are wrought.' 

And all you, that be the haters of this light and life, and have given so 
many blasphemous names to it ; though you make ' a profession of Christ 
in the flesh, and call him Lord, and say, you have preached him in the 
streets ;' I must tell you, ' you are not grafted into Christ ; for none are 
grafted into Christ, but by believing in the light ;' for you do hate the 
light which Christ commands you to believe in, which is the life in him- 
self. 

And I tell you, they that believe in the light, (which is the life in 
him,) as Christ commands, are grafted into Christ, their way, their truth, 
their life, their rock and foundation, their shepherd, their bishop, and 
their priest, who is made higher than the heavens, who is first and last 

And all you that are the haters of this divine, spiritual light, which is 
the life in Christ, and will not come to it, are the doers of evil, and not 
of truth ; and calling this light, which is the life in Christy the Quakers' 
new Christ, and their idol, and a natural created light, and of the devil, 
you do wickedly. 

I tell you, you are persecuting the life of Christ Jesus, though ye are 
the professors of him in the flesh ; for you are the persecutors of him 
in his light, and life, and spirit now in our age ; you will not behold his 
glory. 

Like as the Jews were blind, and stopped their eyes and ears against the 
light of Christ, and persecuted him in their day in the flesh, and put him 
to death in the flesh, and crucified him without the gates of Jerusalem, 
yet he arose again the third day, and is ascended above all principali- 
ties, thrones and dominions, and remains in the heavens until the resti- 
tution of all things ; him, I say, you cannot crucify any more, nor put to 
death in the flesh any more ; but you may and do crucify him to your- 
• Vol. v.— 26 
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selves afresh, and persecute him in his members, yet death has no more 
dominion over him ; for lie is ascended far above the reach of all the 
powers of the earth, who was dead, and is alive, and lives for evermore. 

But as the Jews persecuted liim, and cried, * crucify him, crucify him/ 
in thq flesh ; so you professors of Christ in the flesh, persecute Christ in 
the spirit, in his light, and in his life, who cannot reach to crucify him in 
his flesh any more, but to yourselves and in his member'^ 

And now, as the Jews cried, * crucify him, away with him,* in the flesh ; 
80 you that do profess him in the flesh, do not you cry, ^ away with the 
light which enlightens every man that cometh into the world,' which is 
the life of Christ ? and you spit at the life and light of Christ, as the Jews 
apit at him in the flesh, and cry, ' away with this light, away with this 
life,' which is * in the word :' so you profcsi^ors of Christ in the flesh, do 
fight against Christ in his light and lite, as the Jews did against him in 
his flesh.' 

Again, as the Jews hated Christ in the flesh, you that profess him in 
the flesh hate this divine light, which is the life in him ; and cry, * away 
with this light; and call it natural, and of the devil, and the Quakers' 
idol, and new christ, which is the life in Christ, and this you cry * away 
witlial ;' and some of you have cursed it, and in your darkness have 
called it a * dark light,' and • dim light,' and * beggarly scrap,' and ye 
make a profession of him in the flesh. 

And Christ Jesus is not known as he is God in his divinity, nor in his 
flesh, as he was manifest, but by this his * divine heavenly light, which 
we own and believe in, as he commands, wlio are children of the light • 
which name or title Christ bestowed upon us before you professors nick- 
named us with the name of Quakers, in the year 1650, which name one 
Bennet, at Darby, gave us, when he cast us into prison : and as it is said, 
* young men, you are strong, you have overcome the wicked one ; fathers, 
you have known him from the beginning ;' that is, you have known him 
in his divinity, you have known him in the promise, and in the prophets, 
you have known him in his birth and * conception by the Holv Ghost/ 
ye have known him in his * life, preaching, and miracles,' and the ' con- 
tradiction and blasphemies of sinners against him ;' so you have known 
him in his sufferings, and have fellowship with him ; you have known 
him in his death and passion, as he was crucified without the gates at 
Jerusalem, and buried, (* who saw the travail of his soul, and was satis- 
fied ;') you have known him in his death, burial, and suffering, who 
lay three days and nights in the sepulchre, (or heart of the earth. MalL 
xii. 40.) you have known him again in his resurrection, who is ascended 
above all principalities, powers, thrones, and dominions, and remains in 
the heavens till all things be restored ; and restoring, by his light, power, 
spirit, grace, and faith, who is before all, and above all, first and last. 
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and has made us sit together in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 
where our bread is sure, and our water is sure, whose flesh is meat 
indeed, and whose blood is drink indeed. And we that do believe in the 
light of Christ, which is the life in him, cannot deny the flesh of Christ, 
our heavenly bread, who remains in the heavens. I say, that Jesus 
Christ that died without the gates of Jerusalem above sixteen hundred 
years since, who hath enlightened us with his heavenly divine light, 
which is the life in himself, through which light we arc grafted into 
Christ, the heavenly spiritual man, who hath saved, redeemed, and pur- 
chased and bought us with his precious blood, the blood of the heavenly 
man, the second Adam, who does cleanse and sanctify us with his blood, 
the blood of the new covenant, Christ Jesus : so I say, he that bought us, 
and purchased' us, and hath given a price for us, to wit, his heavenly 
and precious blood, we believing in the light, as he has commanded, 
which is the life in him, and he hath sealed us, Christ, the heavenly man 
hath set his heavenly seal upon us : so here is his heavenly mark upon 
tis, his sheep, and we are his that has purchased us, and given a price 
for us, to wit, his heavenly blood ; we are not our own, and are not to 
five to ourselves, nor to order ourselves, but to live unto him, and be 
ordered, ruled, and governed by him; of the increase of whose govern- 
ment there is no end ; and so to be counselled by him, and led by him, 
and taught by him, as he is our heavenly prophet, and to be fed by him, 
our ' heavenly shepherd,' in his heavenly pasture and fold ; and to be 
overseen by him, as he is our ' heavenly bishop,' that we his sheep do 
not go astray out of his heavenly pasture, that are come in by him, the 
* heavenly door ;' who is our * heavenly priest,' that oflTered up himself 
for us, and ends all the outward typical offerings, that were offered up 
for sin, as well as the other ; and ' he offered himself up to God once for 
all, for our sins, a sweet-smelling sacrifice ;' wherefore * the oflierings of 
bulls and goats thou wouldst not, but a body hast thou prepared me to 
do thy will, O God ;' so God prepared him a body to do his will, and 
with hb body he did fulfil his will, according to all his prophets and pro- 
mises, whose flesh saw no corruption, which is the heavenly bread, and 
his blood, which purchases, which is not corruptible ; for the blood of 
bulls and goats was corruptible, but this precious blood of Christ is incor- 
ruptible, that cleanseth from corruption : so, by his precious blood are 
we cleansed from all sin ; he is a priest, made higher than the heavens, a 
•heavenly priest,' and a * heavenly spiritual man,' offered up himself first 
for us, and offers us, and cleanses, and washes, and sanctifies us with his 
blood, he who is without spot or wrinkle, to make us without spot or 
wrinkle, that he may present us pure and clean, without spot or wrinkle, 
up to the eternal, pure, holy, uncorruptible, infinite God, who is a con- 
suming fire to the wicked, who dwells in glory, and inhabits eternity. 



204 

Now, all you that profen Christ come in the flesh, and say, ^ he hai 
purchased you, and paid a price for you ;' what ! for you to live to your- 
selves, and serve yourselves, and do your own wills, and to hate his light, 
which is the ' life in him,' and blaspheme against it with many blasphe- 
mous words, as ' natural,' and * of the devil,' &c ? 

Now, if you were in the sense of Chrbt's purchasing of you, and paying 
a price for you, to wit, his blood ; and every one as in a sense of that, 
you the earthly, that have pierced the heavenly man, would not then 
hate his light, which is his life, but believe in it, that you might be sealed 
with his heavenly seal, as we are, and have his heavenly mark, that he 
sets upon his sheep. 

But see if you have not the beast's mark in your forehead, and out- 
ward profession, who are without the light and life of Christ, and the 
spirit and power the apostles were in ; and if that you will not main- 
tain with your right hand, in which the beast's mark is, with all your 
strength and power, in obedience to the beast, the dragon's power, (the 
devil,) to persecute the light and life of the Lamb, and such as have his 
mark and seal. 

For the beast, the dragon's power, and his mark in your forehead and 
right hand, is easily seen, both in the notion and strength, and in your 
obedience and conformity to the dark power, and in your blind zeal, 
without knowledge, by them who are in that power, and spirit, and 
light, which is the life in Christ, which the apostles were in, who had the 
true knowledge and true zeal, that wrestled not with flesh and blood, 
but with spiritual weapons against the rulers of darkness and spiritual 
wickednesses ; but the blind zeal wrestles with carnal weapons, against 
flesh and blood, with the beast's mark in their forehead and right hand, 
and with the dark power's strength in a notion and outside profession, 
without the power and spirit of the prophets, Christ and the apostles, 
and such do not know what spirit they are of, neither have they rule 
over their own spirits ; but are like unto a city whose walls are broken 
down, that is on heaps: and pray, you Christendom, see whether your 
walls are not broken down? and if you lie not all on heaps? and the 
cause and reason is, because you have not rule over your own spirits, 
and are all in heaps about your professions and religions. But as 1 said 
before, if you were in the sense that Christ has purchased you, you 
would all live to him, not to yourselves, and you would serve him, and 
not yourselves, and the world, and your lusts and pleasures; but serve 
him who is heavenly, and not this world, in whom you might have peace 
as we have : for common reason teaches this, * that if a man buy a horse, 
or sheep, or other cattle, and give or pay a price for them, the horse 
and cattle are at his own use, and service, and command that has 
bought them, and to be ordered and fed by him ; and his oxen shall 
JcDow his crib who has bought them, and his ass will know him as owner. 
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who has bought him, and paid a price for him; and he that hai 
bought his sheep, and sets his own mark upon them, and orders his pas- 
tures for them, would not lose them after he has bought them :' this 
the common reason of every selfish man understands. But Christ our 
spiritual heavenly man has purchased us with his blood, and paid a price 
for us his sheep, and has sealed us, and set his mark upon us, so that we 
are his, and not our own, and are at his ordering and disposing by his 
heavenly power ; and he orders us heavenly milk ; and wine and honey, 
and heavenly bread and water, and the heavenly clothing, the fine linen 
tiiat he clothes us with, and feeds us in his heavenly pastures of life, his 
lambs and his sheep ; and so we are to live to Christ, the heavenly man, 
and to serve him, and to do his will, and so know his doctrine ; and so 
here we know our master's crib, and know our owner, and his heavenly 
voice that has purchased us, and paid a price for us, our heavenly owner, 
who has paid the heavenly price for us ; and not like such that are 
worse than the common ox and ass, that know not^their owner^nor their 
master's crib. 

So, the Lord give all people understanding, that they may believe in 
his light, and in his light see their owner, and his crib, and him that has 
purchased them, to wit, the heavenly man, Christ Jesus, the light of the 
world. And is it not fit, ye earthly men, think you, that the heavenly 
man should have them which he purchases, and has paid a price for, at 
his service, and to be at his ordering and rule,' and to live to tnm, and 
to do his will, and to have them at his heavenly command and order, 
seeing that which you purchase with your money, as goods, and cattle, 
and such like, ye will have at your command and ordering, or you 
will give judgment, * whose else are they ? for we have purchased them 
with our money,' say you ; so whatever you buy, you will say it is ours, 
and they are our own ; for we bought them : and if they be at your 
service and at your own ordering, and shall not dispose of themselves, 
then consider, hath Christ purchased you with his blood ? h£ith he bought 
you, and paid a price for you T then aire not you to be ordered by him, 
and his power, aud spirit, and light in your hearts, and grace there T 
whose are you T are you not his, if he hath bought you and paid a price 
for you ? must you dispose of yourselves, or serve yourselves, or him 7 
must you live to yourselves or him ? must you go do what you will your- 
selves, or by his power and command ? shall thy ox, or ass, or sheep go 
when and where they will, or be at the master's power T but if you 
make a profession of Christ, that has purchased you, and hate his light, 
and do evil, and will not come to truth, and quench the spirit, and vex 
it, and grieve it, and rebel against it, and walk despitefully against the 
spirit of grace, and turn it into wantonness, and despise prophecy and 
revelation, by which Christ is known, that has purchased you : poor 
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people ! you remain in the dark ; and to such Girist will say, ' I know 
you not ;' and how should ye know him, who hate the light that gives 
the knowledge of him? for such Ihoy arc that Christ knows, who 
believe in his light, and arc grafted into him, the life, and become children 
of the light, and turn from darkness, and do the truth, and walk in the 
spirit, and neither grieve nor rehel against it, and in it is their fellowship 
and in the spirit of revelation, which reveals the things of God to them, 
and Christ to them, who is the spiritual man, through which they keep 
the testimony of Jesus, which b the spirit of prophecy, and so of Christ's, 
the heavenly man*s sheep, who by his spirit know his spiritual and hea- 
venly voice, and walking in the spirit, follow the spiritual and heavenly 
man Girist Jesus, who has purchased them with his heavenly blood, and 
feeds them with his heavenly flesh, the bread from heaven ; and this I 
and they witness, who are within his heavenly fold, and have his heavenly 
seal and mark from the heavenly Father, and wish all you knew the 
same. 

Snjne queries to you that make a boast of your profession of Christ in the fleshy 
and yet deny him i?i his light y which is the life in the -word ; 

Sreinu Christ that was crucified, the same is risen, and remains in the 
heaveos, and is ascended far above all principalities, powers, thronei 
and dominions, &c. and since John saith in the Revelations, < that the 
beast with his horns should make war with the Lamb, but the I^mb 
should overcome him ; for he is King of kings, and Lord of lords,' &lc. 
Rev. xvii. And again, in Bei\ xix. * the beast and the kings of the earth, 
and their armies shall gather together to make war against him that 
sat on the white horse,' iLc. 

Now I query this of you : how do those make war against Qirist, the 
Lamb of God, seeing \k\ is risen ? did they make war against him in his 
flesh, as the Jews did, or against him in his light and life, and in his 
spirit, as he was in his people, seeing that he was ascended far above all 
principalities and powers, after he was risen? therefore, I would know 
of you, how the beast and his followers make war with the Lamb, if it 
be not against his light, and against his life, and against his spirit in his 
people, by calling him in his light, and life, and spirit, natural, and of 
the devils and a false christ, &!c 1 if they cannot war against Christ in 
the flesh, and if you confess that l:'^ i^ ascended far above all principali- 
ties and powers, etc. then do ndt sii»;l\ war against him in his life, and 
spirit, and light, which Christ commruuls all to believe in? and if they 
be not warriors against him in his flesh, then are not they warriors 
against him in his light, life and spirit ? and then are not you the war- 
riors against him, that hate his light, which is the life in the word, and 
call it of the devil, and a false-christ, and an idol, Slc ? and do not you 
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tfaiBk, that the heavenly warrior, the Lamb, will overcome you, who 
k King of kings, and Lord of lords, and will take the beast and false 
prophet, and cast him into the lake of fire and brimstone, &c ? 

Again it is said, * Ihc dragon was wroth with the woman, and made war 
with her seed, that kept the commands of God, that have the testimony 
of Jesus.' [mark, have it,] Rev. xii. And also, it is said, in Rev. xiiL 
' the beast that opened his mouth in blasphemy against God, to blas- 
pheme his name and his tabernacle, and them that dwell in heaven, and 
power was given unto him to make war with the saints,' &c. Now was 
not this war against them, the saints, the sanctified ones, that lived in 
the light, and believed in the light, and were children of the light, and 
were grafted into Christ by belief in the light, which was the life in the 
word, who have the testimony of Jesus, the spirit of prophecy, &.C. Was 
not this war against them, because Christ was in them by his light and 
life, spirit and power? and so do not such war against him now, that 
have but the form and outward profession of Christ's and the apostles' 
words, against the believers in the light, which is the life in Chrbt the 
word, and blaspheme against it ? and is not that from the spirit of the 
beast, and not from the spirit of Christ, to say they have not the same 
spirit and power Christ and the apostles had ? but indeed, how should 
you, that will not believe in his light, with which he enlightens every 
man that cometh into the world? is not this the cause of so many 
heaps and heads amongst people in the whole world, because they do 
not believe in Christ the true light, that lighteth every man that 
Cometh into the world, by which they might become the children of 
light, and grafted into Christ their life, and so sec him, and hold to him 
their head, and keep the testimony of Jesus ! and did not Christ say to 
that great professor Saul, and doth he not say to such, * why persecutest 
thou me ? it is hard for thee to kick agaiii.^t the pricks :' and further, 
does not Christ say, I was in prison, and hu!)gry, and sick, and naked, 
dLc. Was this a persecuting Christ that died at Jerusalem in his flesh 7 
or was it a persecuting Christ as he was manifest in his members by his 
light, and hfe, and power, and spirit, which were the possessors of Christ ? 
And if their persecution was against Christ in his light and life, which 
they persecuted the believers in, and such as were the possessors of Christ 
in his spirit; then I sa^ again, are not you the same persecutors, that 
blaspheme against his light, and persecute his members that confess to 
it, and believe in it? so consider Christ's words to Saul, while he was per- 
secuting him, he ' kicked against that ^^hich pricked him,' he was kicking 
against that which pricked him, whilst he persecuted Christ in his mem- 
bers : so see if you can tell, what it was he kicked against ? and what that 
was that made Judas confess he had ^nned in betraying the innocent 
blood T was it not that which condemned him, that will make every 
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tongue to confess? and do not all they crucify Christ to themselves 
afresh and put him to open shame, that live not in the life, and the same 
power and spirit that the apostles lived in, and believe not in the light, 
which is the life in Christ the word, and so not grafted into him, be- 
cause of unbelief in Christ the light and life? and are not all the 
believers in the light, which is the life in Christ grafted into him, mem- 
bers of his body, and of his flesh, and of his bones, yea or nay ? and 
so they (hat persecute Christ's members, do not they persecute him ? and 
are not all such unbelievers, that persecute the believers in the light, 
which Christ commanded people to believe in? for, where did any be- 
lievers in the light, that were children of the light, and grafted into 
Christ, persecute one another ? or where did ever the prophets or apostles, 
or any christians in the apostles* days, call the light of Christ, which en- 
lightens every one that comes into the world, (which is the life in the 
world,) and which Christ commands to believe in, of the devil, an idol, 
and natural, and a new christ, Sic. Let us see where it Is written in 
the scriptures, you that call and say, ' the scripture is your rule, for what 
you do, and preach, and speak V Are not all they that do not believe 
in the light of Christ condemned by the light of Christ, though they make 
a profession of him in the flesh ? or are any saved but who believe in the 
light ? And do not they come out of condemnation that believe in the 
light, and so become children of the light, and grafted into Christ, where 
there is no condemnation ? Consider these things. G. F, 

Swart hmore, this ISth of the 8th month, 1G75. 

Something by way of Query to, and Expostulation with you that love and 

expect Earthly Honour. 

Doth not Christ sav, * I receive not honour from men ?' 
Now, if the King of kings, and Lord of lords, the great Prophet, and the 
great and heavenly bishop and shepherd, that sent out all his ambassadors 
and disciples, and bid them, * go into all nations and preach the King of 
king's and Lord of lord's glorious gospel ;' if he did not receive honour from 
men, then whether his ambassadors or apostles receive honour from men 
in all, or any of those nations that they went into with his message ? 
For does not Christ say to the great professing ^ws, and scribes, phari- 
sees, and chief priests, and the like, ' How can ye believe, which seek 
honour one of another, and seek not the honour which comes from God 
only ?' Mark Christ's question, and see how you can answer him in it ; 
for Jesus Christ saith to the Jews, which were great professors of Moses 
and the prophets, * I honour my Father, and ye do dishonour me.' J(Jin 
yiii. 49. 
And now, do not all that speak evil of his light, which is the life in 
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him, dishonour him in his light and life, as the Jews did dbhonour him in 
the days of his flesh, though they may be as high-professors in the letter, 
that Christ is come, as the scribes, (the writers,) and the pharisces, and 
chief priests (the readers and expounders of the law and prophets,) were, 
that he was to come ? 

And had not the Jews the scriptures of Moses and the prophets, the 
flCribes, (the writers,) pharisees, and chief priests and other priests, (these 
readers and expounders of the law and prophets,) had not these the 
scriptures that testified that Christ was to come, and yet they knew 
not Christ, the word of God, when he was come V 

Did not Christ say to the Jews, ' he that is of God heareth God*8 words ; 
ye therefore, hear them not, because you are not of God V John viii. 47* 
Now, might not the Jews say to Christ, as the professors will now say to 
us, do not we read the law and the prophets every sabbath-day in our 
synagogues and temple ? and are not they the words of God T But may 
not Christ answer you again, and say unto you, that you have not the 
same spiritual ear as his prophets and apostles had, to hear God's words ; 
but those ears of yours are stopped like the pharisees' scribes', and high 
priests', and Jews', who had outward cars and eyes, but heard not, nor 
saw they Christ wanting the spiritual ? and is it not said, ' he that hath 
an ear, let him hear what the spirit saith unto the churches?' 

And did not Christ sav to Pilate in his examination, ' for this cause I 
came into the world, to bear witness unto the truth ; every one that is 
of the truth, heareth my voice V So then, it is not every one that speaks 
the words of truth, of Moses and the prophets, Christ and the apostles ; 
but every one that is of the truth ; he must be of the truth if he hears 
Christ's voice ; for, does he not tell you plainly, * it is not every one that 
says Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom ; but he that doth his will 
shall know his doctrine T* Likewise, doth not Christ say, ' every one that 
doth truth cometh to the light that with its deeds may be manifest that 
they are wrought in God V And therefore they that do not the truth* 
though they may talk of it from Genesis to the Revelations, if they come 
not to the light, their works cannot be manifest to them that they are 
wrought in God, neither can they see how their works are wrought For 
doth not the apostle say, *■ that which makes manifest is light ?' And doth 
not Christ say, < every one that doth evil hates the light, neither cometh 
to the light, least his deeds should be reproved? And if every one that 
doth evil hates the light, do not such hate Christ, the life and the salvation, 
the covenant of light ? And are not these the haters of light, and the 
doers of evil, that say, * the light which is the life in Christ, is natural, 
and of the devil, and the Quakers' idol, and a new christ,' &lc. ? And 
so, neither come to the light themselves, nor suffer others to come to the 
light, least their deeds should be reproved : wherefore it was the Jews, 

You v.— 27 
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Kribes, pharisees, sadducees and high-priests, that did the evil, and 
hated the light, and would not come to the light, least their deeds should 
be reproved ? And may not this be also truly said of many in Christen- 
dom, of the great professors of the letter of Ciirist and the apostles, * that 
he is come,' as of the great professors of the letter, the Jews, * that he 

was to come V 

^ Now, such as hate the light, and will not come to the light, who do 
evil, because it will reprove them, and let them see their evil deeds ; 
how should such do the truth, and be of the truth, and hear Christ's 
voice, as he saitli, ^ My sheep hear my voice V G. F. 

Svjortfutiorej this 20th of the Sth month, 1675. { 



TO ALL MAGISTRATES AND PEOPLE IN CHRISTENDOM. 

And elsewhere . to turn from the Persecuting Mind, that destroys people^s 
bodies and estaXesfor not conforming to your rdigion and xcorship. 

And that you may receive the Mind of Christ, as Ae Apostles did, -who came 
to save Men's lAves^ and not to destroy them ; and to rAuke them thai 
would destroy Men's Lives and estates. — By G. F. j 

You do not read in the old world that either Adam, Seth, Enoch, or % 
any of those famous fathers, that did succeed each other unto Noah, did -^ 
force or compel any to their religion or way of worshipping God ; though 
it is said, ' Noah was grieved with the unrighteous conversation of the old 
world, who grieved God and his spirit which strove with them ;' but it 
doth not say, it strove with them, ' with carnal weapons, or gaols, or 
imprisonments.' 

And though Noah was a preacher of righteousness, we do not read he 
forced «r compelled any, or had any such command from God. 

And after the Lord God had destroyed the old ungodly world, for their 
ungodliness; who grieved him and his spirit 

So their destruction came by resisting the spirit of the Lord, and going J 
from it into ungodliness ; and God was just in overthrowing of them, - - 
whose spirit had striven with them long, yet he saved just Noah. 

And after that he had destroyed the old world, and saved Noah and 
his family ; we do not read that ever either Noah, or any of them that 
succeeded him, unto Abraham, did force or compel any to their religioDf 
or the worshipping of their God. 

Also, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, that did succeed each other ; we 
never read that they did compel or force any to serve or worship God, 
or compel them to their ways. 
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And after, when the children of Israel went into Egypt, we do not 
read that Pharaoh did compel them to his religion, or worship, though 
he did oppress them several ways. 

And when the Lord sent Moses to call them out of Egypt, Pharaoh, 
and Jannes, and Jambres withstood Moses and Aaron, and resisted Moses ; 
yet we do not read they offered to compel them to their religion, and 
worship, and the Egyptian church ; but they compelled them to world 

And do we not read that Abraham or Isaac, when they went into 
Egypt, or Abimelech's country, that either Pharaoh, or Abimelech, did 
compel them to conform to their religion, way, and worship. 

And likewise Lot, who sojourned in Sodom, we do not read that he 
compelled any to his way, or religion, or that the Sodomites compelled 
him to their way ; though he was vexed with their filthy convfliiation. 

And likewise, when the children of Israel came out of Egypt, apd re- 
ceived the law of God, they did not compel or force other nations to 
serve their God ; but other nations came to them, and when their males 
were circumcised, they might eat of their sacrifices. 

So look along from Uoses to Joshua, and the Judges, and all the pro- 
phets, and the kings, wherever ye can find that they did compel any 
nation to serve and worship their God. 

Now, the Jews, when they were taken captive, we read that Nebu- 
L^, chadnezzar compelled them : but the Jews distinguished what sacrifices 
~ they were to ofier, and what not, and what was called holy, and what 
unholy. 

But you do not read that they forced other nations, to ofier a sacrifice 
to God upon his altar by their law, and imprison them, and spoil their 
goods if they would not, or that they forced other nations to come and 
worship in their temple, or did force them to bring in their tythes, or 
yearly ofierings ; though they took tax or tribute of them. 

And we see after the kings in Maccabees, how several of the Jews 
' lufTered by the heathen, because they wouM not conform to their wor- 
ship : but we do not read that the Jews compelled other nations to come 
to their worship, after they had conquered them, and made them tribu- 
i^ taries. 

Neither do we read, that ever any of the high priests or Levites did 
cast any into prison, because they did not bring in their tythes into the 
storehouses, but it was a curse that remained upon them, as in Malachi^ 
if they did not 

And after Christ came and sent forth his disciples amongst the Jews, 
and bid them not go in the way of the Gentiles, and told them, when he 
gave them their commission, and sent them out to preach the gospel, 
* freely you have received, freely give.' 
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But he said unto them, * whatsoever they set before you, that eat ; for 
the workman is worthy of his meat,' &c. 

Now, they did not compel any to hear them, nor to give them meat. 

And Christ did not compel any to hear him, or any to communicate to 
him ; who is the I^rd and master. 

And after Christ was risen, who gave a larger commission to his dis- 
ciples, and bid them go into all nations, and preach the gospel : Christ 
who' had died for all men, and was a propitiation for the sins of the whole 
world, after he had died and was risen, bids them go into all nations, 
* and preach the gospel to every creature.' 

Now, these apostles and ambassadors, were not to compel any to hear 
them, or to give them maintenance ; and if they would not hear them, 
nor set before them meat ; Christ gave them no such commission to cast 
them in prison, and compel them to give them maintenance ; but Christ 
said unto them, ' he that believeth is saved, and he that doth not is con- 
demned already.' And that was punishment enough to them that would 
not receive their message. 

And they that received them, received him that sent them, and they . 
that received a prophet, received a prophet's feward. 

And they that would not receive them, they should shake ofTthe dust 
of their feet as a witness against them : and that was punishment enoi^h. 

And if any would not hear his brother, as concerning practice in the 
church, he might take one or two more of the church, and if he would *i 
not hear them, then they were to tell it to the church ; and if he would 
not hear the church, then he should be to them as a heathen, and as a 
publican ; and so was cut off from being a member of Christ's heavenly 
body, he being the heavenly head, and that was punbhment enough, : 
they did not cast them into prison. m 

And Christ told his disciples, when he did send them forth as sheep 
amongst wolves, (so the nations that were settled in their own way and 
religioDi, were like wolves to them,) Christ told his disciples, ' they should 
be brought before kings and rulers, and Mauled before magistrates, and put 
out of their synagogues, and whipped and scourged for his names' sake.' 

And you may consider, that these were either heathens or Jews, that 
were these whippcrs, and scourgers, and persecutors. 

But Christ bid his disciples take no thought what to say, when they 
were brought before them, for it wjis the spirit of the Father that spoke 
in them, and it should be given unto them at that present hour. 

So these disciples of Christ were not to study beforehand, what to 
preach and say to the kings, rulers, and magistrates, when they were 
brought before them. 

Now these heathens and Jews, did whip, scourge, and imprison Christ 
and his disciples, and they bore it patiently. 



Bat where did ever Christ or his disciples, whip, scourge, or imprisoo 
any, or the true church in the apostles' days, for not hearing of them^ 
and not giving them maintenance, or spoil their goods? 

But the true christians suffered the spoiling of their goods, as the apos- 
tle speaks of to the Hebrews, that were the hearers of Christ, who told 
them, ' that Grod had spoken to their fathers by the prophets,' but now 
in these last days, he had spoken unto us by his Son, &c. 

So mark, Grod had spoken to us, that is, his church, by his Son, who 
ii the head of it 

For God was in Christ reconciling the world unto himself, who was 
the first speaker to Adam and Eve in paradise, and was the speaker 
again to them that heard, and believed in his Son, and is now. 

And now these christians that God was their speaker unto by bis Son, 4\: 
which sufiered the spoiling of their goods joyfully, and were ggzing- 
stocks: now they that gazed at them, and that had spoiled their goods, 
were the Jews, and the Gentiles, that followed their (dd professions, and 
their ways. 

Yet these true christians that heard the Son, we do not read that they 
spoiled either Jews' or Gentiles' goods, or made them gazing-stocki. 

For John the divine, saith in his revelations, ^ that the beast com- 
pelled all, both small and great to worship him, and to receive his mark.' 

So we do not read that Christ, or John, or the apostles compelled any, 
but the beast 

And he saith, ' that the beast that did compel, received his power from 
the dragon ;' so did not receive it from God and Christ 

And he saith, ' all worshipped the beast, but those who had their names 
written in the Lamb's book of life, before the foundation of the world.' 

And therefore, let all that go under the name of christians and Jews, 
consider this,* and others that make a profession of God and Christ, con- 
sider these things, and lay them to heart, and do unto all m6n, as you 
would have them do unto you ; for you would not have another man - 
compel you to that religion, which is contrary to yours, and therefore, 
do not you so unto them ; but mind the royal law of liberty, which law 
is holy, just, pure, good, and righteous, and answera that of God in all, 
and gives liberty to the spirit of God in all. 

And does not the apostle tell you, ' every man must stand and fall to 
his own master V so the apostle gave liberty here, that every one must 
stand or fall to him that was their master ; for he that was servant of 
sin committed it, and the wages of it was death, and he that was the 
servant of God unto righteousness, and the fruits unto holiness, and their 
end everlasting life. 

And does not the apostle say, ' that Christ was the author and finisher 
of faith, and whatsoever was not of faith is sin? And therefore must not 



214 

all be left to their faith, which Christ is the author of? and the mystery 
of faith ifl held in a pure conscience, then must not their consciences be 
free for Christ, «ind at liberty for the mystery of faith which is held in 
it, which faith, Christ the spiritual and heavenly man is the author and 
finisher of, who was persecuted by the Jews, and they delivered him to 
the Gentiles. 

So, see what liberty he had amongst them, who suffered the contra- 
dictions of sinners. 

And Christ was buiietted, and spit upon, and struck, and smitten, 
and mocked, and a crown of thorns put on his head, and reviled and 
blasphemed, yet did he not revenge himself, who had all power in 
heaven and in earth given unto him ; did he or his disciples whip, buffet, 
scourge or imprison, or crown any with thorns ? but preached and prof- 
fered unto them the crown of life, and glory. 

And so, follow ye Christ and the apostles' examples, both in life, prac- 
tice and doctrine ; which b every true christian's duty. 

And doth not the apostle say, *• that they had not power over any man's 
faith, but Jesus Christ was the author and finisher of it, and in it they 
were to have their liberty, and what was not of &ith was sin V 

So they did not say, they had power to make them believe this or that, 
or to force them to a faith ; but they were to look unto Jesus the author 
and finisher of their faith ; and God opened Lydia's heart, and she be- 
lieved. 

So the heart must be opened by the Lord, if they be true believers, 
by his light and spirit. 

And the gospel which is preached to every creature, which is the 
power of God ; are not all to have their liberty in this gospel, which gos- 
pel was sent from heaven by the Holy Ghost? 

So in this gospel are not all to have their liberty in the power of God ? 

And they were not compelled to receive it ; for if they did not receive 
the gospel, nor obey it, the wrath of God was revealed upon them from 
heaven. 

And if the world did not receive the gospel, which Christ sent his 
disciples into all nations to preach, then God would judge the world by 
the man Christ Jesus, according to the gospel the power of God, \^hich 
had been preached to them ; and God would render vengeance in flames 
of tire, unto all them that did not receive and obey the gospel ? and that 
was punishment enough. 

And you may read in the Revelations, what John the divine tells you, 
what became of the dragon, that gave power to the beast, that com- 
pelled to worship, and the whore that drank the blood of the saints, and 
made war with them,' doth not he tell you, * tiiat they shall be cast into 
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the lake of fire, that burns vrith brimstone, and that the whore's fledi 
shall be burnt ? Rev. xiiL 4. xvii. 6. 

And doth not Christ tell you, that he is the seedsman, ' and after the 
good seed was sown, the enemy sowed his tares, and they that had that 
sight as to discern the tares from the wheat, and saw both come up, 
went to the Lord, and would have had a license from him to go and 
pluck up the tares, but the Lord's answer was no, lest they plucked up 
the wheat also, but let them both grow together till the harvest and the 
harvest is the end of the world :' and then, saith Christ, ' I will send my 
angels, who shall gather the wheat into the garner, and the tares into 
bundles, and cast them into the fire to be burnt' 

So you may see Christ gave no commission to men, to gather the wheat 
or the tares, but it was the angels' work to gather the wheat into the 
garner, and the tares into bundles for the fire. 

And therefore, they that go to gather either, have no commission from 
Christ ; for he gave them a caution, ' lest ye also gather the wheat with 
the tares, and lest their zeal should blind them.' 

So men are to mind their duty, which is to love mercy and to do 
justly, and to walk humbly with God : and not to take the angels' work 
upon them, and go to reaping before the time, which is the end of the 
world. 

And likewise when Christ sent forth some of his disciples to prepare 
for him, and some would not receive them ; ' Lord,' (said they,) shall we 
command fire to come down from heaven to consume them, as Elias the 
prophet did V 

' Christ turned about, and rebuked his disciples, and told them, they 
did not know of what spirit they were of: and told them, he did not 
come to destroy men's lives, but to save them.' 

So ye may see here, the disciples of Christ had a zeal, and would 
have had fire to have come down from heaven, to have consujned them 
that would not receive Christ : these dbciples would have been plucking 
up tares, but Christ rebuked them, and stopped them ; and told them, 
' they did not know of what spirit they were of, that would have com- 
manded fire to come down from heaven, to have consumed them that 
would not receive him.' 

And now do all you that have persecuted, imprisoned, and spoiled the 
goods of the people of God in Christendom, because fhey would not 
conform to your religion, know what spirit you are of yourselves 1 and 
they that do not know what spirit they are of themselves, must be in 
the blind zeal, and will be doing that which Christ rebukes ; and they 
that do not know what spirit they are of themselves, are not like to 
watch for people's souls. 
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And people are not like to tmst their bodies, much less their souls into 
the band of such, that know not what spirit they are of themselves. 

And therefore, consider what spirit ye and they have been of, that 
have persecuted, put to death, spoiled the goods, and imprisoned such as 
would not conform to your way and worship ; and yet call yourselves 
christians, and ministers of Christ 

I say, Christ who rebuked his disciples, who would have had fire to 
come down from heaven, upon them that would not receive him, will 
rebuke you also. 

And as Christ told bis disciples, ' they did not know what spirit they 
were of;' neither do ye know what spirit ye have been of: and [mark J 
there were more in the apostles' desire, to have fire come down from 
heavento consume them that would not receive the substance, the Liord 
of glory, than for you to force, imprison, persecute, banish, or put to 
death; or spoil the goods of such as will not receive your way, and wor- 
ship, and religion, that you have set up. So, how can you but expect 
a greater rebuke to come upon you, that persecute and destroy such a» 
will not receive your forms of religion and worship, when they were re- 
buked that would have fire to come down to destroy them that would 
not receive Christ, the substance and the life ? 

For they were told by Christ, * they did not know what spirit they 
were of,' and that 'he came not to destroy men's lives, but to save 
them.' 

And therefore, consider how many men's lives have been destroyed 
since the apostles' days, by those that profess themselves christians in 
Qiristendom, because they would not receive their religions and ways; 
they that have done so, have not known of what spirit they are of, nor 
followed the mind of Christ, to save men's lives ; and do not know what 
spirit they are of, that would destroy men's lives. 

So weigh and consider this, all people in the whole world, that profesi 
God and Christ, now in this the day of your visitation. G. F. 
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THE PEOPLE OF GOD, IN SCORN CALLED QUAKERS, 

THEIR LOVB TO ALL MANKIITD ASSERTED. 

For as God's love through Christ hath been shed abroad in our hearts^ we 
cannot but in the same lave desire the eternal gjod, and the Salvation of all 
mankind^ and would have them repent, and turn to Jesus Christy whom 
God hath given in his love to be tlieir Way, Leader and Captain of their 
Salvation, and hath tasted death for every manj and hath bought them 
with a price, therefore, that they all might serve and live to him, and glo- 
rify God with their bodies^ souls and spirits, which are the Lord's that he 
hath made, and Chrisfs, who hath redeemed and bought them. — By G. F, 

It hath often been said, ' that the people of God in scorn called Qua- 
ker^ love none but themselves.' 

To this I answer, such are mistaken in their judgment, and I fear it 
18 their own condi tions, for we love God that created all things, and his 
Son, by whom all things were made; who was conceived by the Holy 
Ghost, bom of a virgin, who made a good confession before Pontius Pilate^ 
who was crucified without the gates at Jerusalem, and rose the third 
day, and sits at the right hand of God ; by whom God will judge the 
world according to the gospel, that is, according to the invisible power 
which is preached to every creature. 

Secondly. We love all men and women, simply as they are men and 
women, and as they are God's workmanship, and so as brethren and 
children of Adam and Eve by generation. 

Thirdly. We love them all as they come to be the sons of God by 
adoption, and can say, Abba Father, in the heavenly brotherly fellowship, 
and we are commanded to do good unto all, especially to the household 
of faith : for Christ commands us to love one another, and not so only, 
but to love enemies, and it is a mark by which his were known to be 
his disciples, viz. by their loving each other. 

And we are to pray for enemies, and our persecutors, by the com- 
mand of Christ and the apostles. 

' For God hath made of one blood all mankind to dwell upon the face 
of the earth.' Acts xviL 26. 

' And the earth is the Lord's and the fulness thereof' 

And the Lord saith in Job xxxL * all under the heavens is mine,' who 
hath created all to his glory; and the Lord saith unto Ezekiel, *say 
unto them, as I live saith the Lord God ; I desire not the death of the 
wicked, but that the wicked turn from his way and live ; turn you, turn 
you, from your evil ways, for why will you die, oh, ye house of Israel,' 

Vol. v.— 28 



I^lr 



■^ 



218 

saith the Lord ; here ye may see God*s mind, and his love to people* 
which all his people is to be in, who would have people turn from their 
wicked ways and live. Ezek. xxxiii. 11. 

And further, the Lord saith, ' I desire not the death of him that dieth, 
cause therefore, one another to turn and live ;' see here the love of GcmI 
to mankind, who would have them to turn and live. Ezek* xviii. 23. And 
so he would have all that is called Christendom, to turn to the new 
covenant and live, which is our desire alsa 

And further he saith, ' have I anv desire that the wicked should die, 
saith the Lord God ? or shall he not live, if he turn from his ways ?* here 
ye may see what the Lord's desire is, and his goodness to wicked man- 
kind, in the same chapter. And in ha. i. 18. ' come now and let us reason 
together, (saith the Lord,) though your sins were as crimson, they shall 
be made white as snow, though they were as red as scarlet, they sliall 
be as wool, if you be willing and obedient, ye shall eat the good things 
of the land, but if you refuse and be rebellious, ye shall be devoured 
with the sword ; for the nK>uth of the Lord hath spoken it :' here you 
may see the love of God to man and woman, who would reason with 
man, and have him to obey and consent, and shews him the good in 
obeying, and shews him the judgments in disobeying. Isa, xix. 20. 

And in Isa. xlv. 22. * look unto me, and ye shall be saved, saith the 
Lord, all ye ends of the earth, for I am God, and there is no other ,' So 
all ye ends of the earth must look unto the Lord for salvation. 

And Isaiah saith, ' cease you from man whose breath is in his nos- 
trils, for wherein is he to be accounted of 7' Isa. ii. 22. And therefore, all 
ye ends of the earth must look unto the Lord for salvation, these are the 
words of the Lord to the ends of the earth, and to all people upon it 

And thus saith the Lord, ' I will give thee for a light to the Gentiles, 
that thou mayest be my salvation unto the end of the world,' (speaking 
of Christ,) as in Isa. xlix. 6. 

Who is the salvation to the end of the world T Christ Jesus, the cove- 
nant of light, which prophecy of Isaiah was fulfilled in Christ, of whom 
it is said in Johri i. * in him was life, and the life was the light of men, 
and the light shined in the darkness, and the darkness comprehended it 
not, and John said he was not that light, but was sent to bear witness of 
the light, and that was the true light which lighteth every man that 
Cometh into the world, he was in the world, and the world was 
made by him, and the world knew liim not,* (to wit,) Christ the light, 
that lighteth every man that cometh into the world, and * grace 
and truth cometh by Jesus Christ, as the law came by Moses, for the 
grace of God which bringeth salvation unto all men hath appeared,* 
[mark,] unto all men hath appeared this grace of God which bringeth 
salvation. 
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Here is the general love of God to mankind, which teacheth us to 
live soberly, &c. saith the apostle to the true christians, and that we 
should deny ungodliness and worldly lusts, and live soberly and righte- 
ously, and godly in this present world. 

So this grace of God, which hath appeared unto all men, was their 
teacher, how to live, and walk to God and man, and what to deny ; I 
say, how to live and walk to Gfod, which brought their salvation, and to 
kx>k for the blessed hope and the appearing of the glory of the mighty 
God, and our Saviour Jesus Christ, ' who gave himself for us that he 
might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto himself a peculiar 
people, zealous of good works.* So here is the love of God in Christ unto 
all mankind, Titus ii. 14, to the end, which we are witnesses of, and we 
desire all might obey it, and not turn from it into wantonness. 

And John saith of Christ,^ behold the Lamb of God, that takes away 
the sins of the world.' So all the world is to look unto the Lamb of God, 
which takes away their sins, as you may see in John ii. and not to plead 
for sin to the grave, but for the Lamb that takes it away. 

' For God BO loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that 
whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life :' 
80 here God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son into 
the world, that he that believeth in the Son hath everlasting life, and 
he that believeth not in the Son of God, shall not have life, but the 
wrath of God abide th on him : now here is God's love to be seen whether 
men believe and obey, or not, and the wrath of God abideth upon him 
that doth not believe, as in John iii. 

And Jesus Christ saith, ' while ye have the light, believe in the light, 
for I am come a light into the world, that whosoever believes in me 
should not abide in darkness, but have the light of life :' now here Christ 
teacheth how men should believe, and what to believe in, to wit, the 
light, as in John xii. which we do, and would have all people to believe 
in, ' Christ the light' 

And again, Jesus saith, ' I am the light of the world, he that followeth 
me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life.' So he 
who is the heavenly man, the Son of God, is the light of the world, and 
enlighteneth every man that comes into the world, and bids them believe 
in the light, whom God hath given for a light, and to be his salvation to 
the ends of the earth. And when Christ said, he was the light of the 
world, the pharisees were offended at him ; as many fair sayers, and 
bad doers are now offended at the believers in the light, and such as are 
become the children of it, that bear witness to it John viii. 12. 

And in Luke ii. 2S, to 31. when Simeon took Jesus in his arms, and 
said, * now, Lord, let thy servant depart in peace, for mine eyes have 
seen thy salvation, which thou preparest before the face of all people. 
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(mark, all people ; here is no sect,) a light to be revealed to the Gentiles, 
and the glory of thy people, Israel,' (mark,) a light to be revealed to the 
Gentiles. 

Christ Is revealed to the Gentiles, who is their light to enlighten them. 
Luke ii. By which light people see their sins, and by which light people 
see their Saviour, Christ, that saves them from their sins, and died for 
tlxMr sins, and rose again for their justification. 

And see Christ's own words in John vi. 51. 'I am the living bread 
which came down from heaven, if any man cat this bread, he shall live 
forever ; and the bread tliat I will give, is my flesh, which I will give 
for the life of the world.' ^Fark, his flesh for the life of the world ; and 
they must eat it, if they will live forever ;f and here is the love of God 
in Christ Jesus to the world ; who gives his flesh for the life of the 
world, and thcv must eat him who is the bread of life that came down 
from heaven, if they live : so it is not only talking, but it is feeding and 
(atin:^^ (^Jnhn vi.) that is required, if you will have life. 

\ow, Christ doth not say, he would give his flesh for the life of some 
of the world ; but in Lttke iii. 0. saith, ' all flesh shall see the salvation 
of God;' and they that see their salvation, Christ Jesus, they must come 
to the light that comes from him, which gives the knowledge ; but if 
they hate this light, it does condemn them, as in John iii. 

And in Rom. v. 0. * for (when we were yet without strength,) in due 
time Christ died for the ungodly : for when we were enemies we were 
reconciled to God by the death of his Son.' Rom. v. 10. And therefore 
people should die with Christ to sin, and have their old man crucified 
with him, that their old man might be destroyed ; that henceforth they 
should not serve sin, and remain enemies. Here you may see Christ died 
for the ungodly, and for enemies, and not that they should live in ungod- 
liness, but live to him that died for them : * for Christ died, and rose again, 
and ascended that he might be Lord both of the dead and of the living:' 
therefore, none are to live to themselves, but unto the Lord ; and this 
should be all true christian's living and dying in the Lord. Rom. xiv. 

* For as in Adam all died, even so in Christ all be made alive.' ( 'or. i. 
15. Here is God's love to all mankind, who are made alive bv Christ 
Jesus; for as it is written, * the first Adam was made a living soul, the 
second Adam a quickening spirit : the first Adam was of the earth earthly, 
the second Adam the I^ord from heaven.' 

And the apostle saith, in 2 Cor. v. 14, 15. * for the love of Qirist con- 
strains us because wc thus judge, that if one died for a//, then were all 
dead, and he died for all, (to wit, Girist, saith the apostle,) that they 
which live should not henceforth live unto themselves, [mark, not live 
linto themselves,] but live unto him (to wit, Christ,) who died for them, 
and rose again :' here is the love of God to mankind in Christ Jesus, which 
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we bear witness to, who died for all, for sinners and enemies, that hence* 
forth they should not live unto themselves, but unto Christ, that died for 
them. 

And in Cd, L 23, to the end, the apostle saith to the saints, ' if ye con- 
tinue grounded and established in faith) and not be moved away from 
the hope of the gospel, whereof ye have heard, which hath been preach- 
ed to every creature under heaven.' Mark xvi. 15. 

And the apostle saith, * the gospel of Christ is the power of God unto 
salvation to everif one that belicveth, to the Jew first, and also to the 
Grecian,' as in Roni. i. 16. So mark, this gospel is preached to every 
creature under heaven, this joyful news and glad tidings : so here the 
apostle makes no sects ; here is God's love in the gospel of Christ Jesus 
to every creature under heaven, and the apostles preach Christ Jesus 
and his gospel, 'admonishing every man, and teaching every man, 
[mark, every man,] in all wisdom, that we may present every man per- 
fect in Christ Jesus ;' and this we desire all people may come to witness 
with us. 

Now all the imperfection is out of Christ Jesus, in the devil, and Adam 
in the fall ; and the perfection is in Christ Jesus, that never fell : here 
was their general ministry in the love of God in Christ Jesus, and so is 
ours, and to present all perfect in Christ 

For, ' Christ also hath once suffered for sins, the just for the unjust, 
that he might bring us unto God,' [mark, that he might bring us unto 
God,] and ' Christ was put to death concerning the flesh, (not as he was 
God,) but was quickened in the spirit.' 1 PeL iii. 18. ' And he is the 
reconciliation for our sins, (to wit, Christ,) and not for our sins only, but 
for the sins of the whole world ;' [mark, for the sins of the whole world,] 
' and he that saith he abideth in Christ, ought even so to walk as he 
walketh.' 1 John ii. 2. For he hath left us an example, not only to talk 
of him, but to walk after him, and follow him. 

And the apostle saith, ' therefore we labour and suffer reproach be- 
cause we trust in the living God, which is the Saviour of all men, espe- 
cially of those that believe ; these things, (saith he to Timothy,) com- 
mand and teach,' 1 Tim, iv. 10, 11. which we do by the same power 
and spirit. 

And the apostle saith, in Heb, ii. 9. ' but we see Jesus crowned with 
glory and honour, which was made a little lower than the angels, for the 
sufierings of death, that he by Grod*s grace should taste death for every 
man, that he might destroy through death him that hath the power of 
death, that is the devil.' Heb. ii. 14. So here is the love of God in giv- 
ing his Son, who tasted death for all men, who said, ' he had power to 
lay down his life ; and power to take it up again.' And they that say 
Christ did not taste death for every man, are the sect-makers and sec- 
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taries amongst people* and are contrary to the apostles', Christ's and 
his prophets' doctrine. 

And in 1 Pet, ii. 17. Peter saith to the christians, ' honour all men, 
love the lirothcrhood, fear God, honour the king :' for God hath hon- 
oured all men in giving his Son, a light, and to be his salvation to the 
ends of the earth, and to enlighten all men : and his grace hath appeared 
to all men, which bringeth salvation, and he hath died for all men, and 
taxied death for all men ; and God desires not the death of any man, but 
would have them to turn to him : if God hath so honoured all men, in 
giving his Son to be a Mediator, and a Redeemer, and purchaser with 
his blood of men and women out of sin and evil, we are to honour all 
men as men, because they are God's creation and workmanship, who 
made them in his image, though lliey lost it ; and all they that arc re- 
newed into it again, are renewed by Jesus Christ ; so we are to have all 
men in esteem, and honour all men, and not to curse nor hate any man ; 
and wc are to love the brotherhood, >in:h as are disciples and learners 
of Clirist Jesus, and followers of him, who are in the brotherly fellowship, 
which is in the Holy (iliost, which tlic apostles were in ; and the fellow- 
ship is in the spirit, and the unity, which is the bond of peace, yea, even 
the bond of the Prince of princes' peace, which is the duty of every true 
christian to keep, as also to fear God, and honour the king ; now none 
can honour the king, but who fear God ; they that fear God must depart 
from sin and evil ; for they that do not depart from sin and evil, do not 
fear God, which doth keep their hearts clean, and is the beginning of God's 
wisdom from above ; and they that do not depart from evil, but live in 
it, dishonour both God and the king, and their own bodies, which are 
God's workmanship, and so dishonour God their Creator, and Christ their 
Saviour and Redeemer. 

And the apostle saith, in 1 77m. ii. 12. ' I exhort, therefore, that first 
of all, supplications, prayers, intercessions and giving of thanks be made 
for all men, [mark, for all men.] So here in their prayers, and suppli- 
cations and intercessions they are to make no sect, but that all men 
must be prayed for ; and prayers, supplications, and intercessions, and 
thanks must be made for kings and for all that are in authority : [mark, 
for all that be in authority :] again, here is no sect made, but an univer- 
sal, general prayer, * that we may lead a quiet and a peaceable life under 
them in all godliness and honesty ;' [mark, in all godliness and honesty;] 
for this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Saviour, who wills 
' that all men should be saved, and come to the knowledge of the truth,' 
and that is by the light of Christ Jesus, that shines in the heart ; mark, 
this is God*s will and mind, that ' all men should be saved, and come to 
the knowledge of the truth ; for there is one God, and one Mediator be- 
twixt God and man, which is the man Christ Jesus;' [mark, the man 
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Cbrist Jesus,] < who gave a ransom for all men, to be testified in due 
time ;' [mark, for all men, to be testified in due time :] again, here is no 
sect made, nor any excluded, therefore as he gave himself a ransom for 
all men ; and the will of God is, that all men should be saved, and come 
to the knowledge of the truth ; and therefore, prayers, and supplications, 
and intercessions, and giving of thanks must be made for all men, and for 
Jrings, and all that be in authority, that we may lead a quiet and a 
peaceable life under them in all godliness and honesty, Amen. 

' And they that have the mind of Christ do this, and know the com- 
mon faith and the common salvation.' Jude iii. And this common faith 
and common salvation the saints were earnestly to contend for, which 
Christ their Saviour is the author of, which we do contend for this day 
against all opposers. 

And all tliat have the mind of Christ, own this ; for the apostle said, 
* we have the mind of Christ ;' we the church, disciples and true chris- 
tians ; and also the apostle saith, ' let the same mind be in you as was in 
Christ Jesus ;' and then the same mind will own his words and doctrine, 
that }io spake, and as the apostles did and spake. Phil. ii. 5. 1 Cor. ii. 16. 

l)[ii all you that say, Christ hath not tasted death for every man, and 
hath not given himself a ransom for all men ; and say, that he hath not 
enlightened every man that cometh into the world,- the heavenly man 
with his heavenly light, the spiritual man with his divine and spiritual 
light ;|tind that his grace hath not appeared to all men, which brings 
salvation, which is the saints' teacher ; and that Christ hath not died for 
all men, and is not a propitiation for the sins of the whole world, but for 
the saints only, or the world of believers, as you call them ; you are the 
makers of sects and schisms, and in your vain thoughts imagine Christ 
died only for your own sects, and that God hath ordained of old the 
greatest part of mankind for hell ; you are of another mind than the 
apostles, who said, ^ Christ died for all, and tasted death for every man, 
and would have all men to be saved, and come to the knowledge of the 
truth,' and therefore, supplications and prayers must be made for all 
men ; and you must love enemies as well as friends ; and the Lord de- 
sires not the death of the sinner, but rather that he might turn and live ; 
and Christ is the Saviour of all men, especially of them that believe : 
you are of another mind and spirit than the prophets, and Christ, and 
the apostles were of, that say, Christ did not die for all men, and tasted 
death for every man, and gave himself a ransom for all men : and God 
would have all men to be saved, and come to the knowledge of the 
truth; and the manifestation of the spirit of God is given to every man 
to profit withal, (1 Cor. xiL 7.) mark, every man ; and you that are 
against this, are the sect-makers, and have not the mind of the apostle ; 
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and this doctrine of Christ and the apostles we preach and teach, and 
bear witness unto against all the oppoeers and sect-makers whatsoever. 

And tlie apostle saitb, * but he that understandt-th according to so- 
briety, jis God hath dealt to cvcrv man the measure of faith ;■ [mark, 
as (iod tuith dealt to every man the measure of faith,] s^o he is the dealer ; 
for it is his gift ; for fiiith is the gift of God, which Christ is the author 
of, and not man, by which every man should walk, by that faith which 
God liath dealt to him by Christ Jesu<, the author and flniMher. Rom, 
xii. 3. * For of him (to wit, God,) and through him, and for him are all 
things ; to him be glory for ever, amen/ Rom, xi. 

So your directory and church-faith, as you call it, may lie and mould, 
for we understand according to sobriety, that as God hath dealt to every 
man the measure of taith, his gilt, so he is to walk by, in which he 
pleases God through Christ Jesus, whom all christians must look unto, 
Jesus, who is the author of their faith, and finisher of it, who is the au- 
thor of ours, glory to God forever : and the w ise man's eye is in his 
head, Christ Jesus, w lio is the head of all, w ho bruises the serpent's head, 
that led men from God, and hath been between men and God ; and he 
that doth this, leads man again to God (to wit, Christ,) who is the true 
baptizer, who baptizes with tire and with the Holy Ghoat, whose fan is 
in his hand, and he will cleanse his floor, the floor of your hearts, and 
will gather his wheat into his garner, but will burn up the chaff with 
unquenchable fire; and they that know this baptizer, (to wit, Christ,) 
are the true christians, and will never plead for the chaff, their body of 
death and sin to the grave ; for when Christ sets fire in your hearts and 
minds, that never shall be quenched till the chaff is burnt up ; such will 
not plead for the chaff, but for Christ and his baptism, which we own, 
and would have all people come to. For in the time of the law things 
were to pass through the fire and water, to be made clean ; so you must 
pass through Christ's fire and water, which purifies and washes, before 
you will be clean to enter into his holy kingdom, and know his baptism, 
as in Luke iii. 115, 17. For Simon ^lagus mjiy go into the outward water, 
and yet not come to Girist*s baptism, and think he can buy the gift of 
God for money, which was judged by the apostle, and by all that be in 
the same spirit. 

And this is the one baptism, * for by one spirit we, (the true church,) 
are all baptized into one body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles, bond or 
free, and have been all made to drink into one spirit :' and for want of 
this spirit's baptizing of you, and you drinking into it, there are so many 
bodies and sects in Christendom, and so many baptisms and ways, and so 
do not drink all into one spirit, in which the unity and fellowship and 
the bond of the Prince of princes' peace is, which we say all true chris- 
tians are bound to keep, and then they will seek the good of all men. 
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and the peace of aU men ; let them be of several sects formerly, jet bj 
one spirit they are all baptized into one body, as they come to the spirit 
then they drink into mie spirit, then here is fellowship in the one spirit 
1 Cor. xii. 13. 

So ail christians are to endeavour to keep the unity of the spirit in the 
bond of peace. 

Here is one body, and one spirit, even as ye are called into one hope 
of your vocation ; ' there is one Lord, one faith, one baptism, and one 
God, and one Father of all, which is above all, and through all, [mark,] 
and in you all,' PhiL iv. know him there searching your hearts, and find 
him there trying your reins ; incline your ears, and give ear to him there, 
who will render to every one of you according to your words and works 
whether they be good or evil. 

And therefore, quench not, nor vex, nor grieve his good spirit, nor 
rebel against the good spirit which God hath given to you to instruct 
you, and to profit withal, JSTeh. ix. nor turn the grace of God into wan- 
tonness, which would teach you, and bring your salvation ; neither walk 
despitefully against the spirit of grace ; neither despise prophecy, which 
is an office in the church ; neither hate the light of Christ, (lest it be 
your condemnation,) which you should believe in, and become chil- 
dren of. 

And in 1 Cor. viiL 6. ' unto us, (to wit, the christians,) there is but one 
God, which is the Father, of whom are all things, [mark, all things,] 
and we in him, [mark in him,] (to wit, the Father, of whom are all 
things,) and one Liord Jesus Christ, by whom are all things, [mark bj 
whom are all things,] and we by him, (to wit, by Christ,) of whom is 
named the whole family in heaven and earth, and so that Christ may 
dwell in your hearts by faith, and that jou may be strengthened by his 
spirit in your inward man.' Ephes. iiL 

And do not resist the Holy Ghost, as the outside professing Jews did, 
and the stiff-necked and uncircumcised in hearts and ears, as it is to be 
feared too many of those called christians do now. Acts viL 51. for they 
that do resist the Holy Ghost, resist that in which they should have fel- 
lowship, and pray in ; and they that resist the Holy Ghost, resist that 
which Christ sends to lead the saints into all truth by, and shews them 
things to come, and ' takes of mine, (says Christ,) and gives unto you ;' 
and they that resist this, resist their leader, and their minister, and their 
reprover ; and this ^ Comforter, the spirit of truth, shall reprove the 
world of sin, and of their righteou8J||ess, which is not Christ's, and of their 
judgment, which is not of the Holy Ghost, John xiv. 16, 17. and there- 
fore must the world leave their sin, righteousness and judgment, and turn 
at the reproof of the Holy Ghost, which Christ prayed unto the Father 
that he would send, and should abide with his disciples forever ; and he 
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did, and hath sent him, the Holy Ghost, the Comforter, that leads into 
all truth, in which Holy Ghost is our fellowship, which fellowship we 
would have all, that are called christians, to come into with us. 

And see what the apostles saith to the Colossians, he tells them, CoL 
iL 10. 11. ^ they were complete in Christ, the head of all principalities 
and powers, in whom also ye are circumcised with the circumcision 
made without hands, hj putting ofT the sinful body of the flesh, by the 
circumcision of Christ ;' which we arc witnesses of, and would have all 
come to, which they must do, before they go to the grave, or never. 

Now this was so amongst the true christians; but all you that plead 
for the sinful body of the flesh to the grave, deny the circumcision of 
Christ. 

And further, the apostle saith, ' seeing ye have put oflT the old man 
with his works, and have put on the new man, which is renewed in 
knowledge after the image of him (to wit, God,) that created him; 
where is neither Greek, nor Jew, circumcision, or uncircumci:«ion, Bar- 
barian, Scythian, bond, nor free, but Christ is ail, and in all. CoL iiL 9, 
10, 11. Mark this, you called christians ; for this is a high state. 

So all they that plead for the old man with his works to the grave, 
are of another mind and spirit than the apostles were in, and preach 
another doctrine, and there you may see these true christians had put off 
the old man before they went to the grave, and put on the new, and 
"Were renewed in knowledge after the image of God that created them ; 
and this work must all the true christians know whilst they be upon 
the earth, which we witness, and desire all might come to know and do 
the same. 

And the apostle James in his genercil epistle to the church, speaking 
of the tongue, that unruly member, which is full of deadly poison, • there- 
with bless we God, even the Father, therewith curse we men, which 
are made after the similitude of God.' 

And now all Christendom consider this, if you bless God, and curse 
men that are made after the similitude of God, or curse his works and 
his workmanship, and curse that which he hath made and created after 
his own similitude ; and therefore that evil tongue and unruly member, 
that is full of poison, you must have power over and bridle, else your 
religion is vain ; for it must not do so, to curse the Creator's workman- 
ship after his own image ; for that proceeds from the wisdom below, and 
not from that which is above, as you may see in James iii. and therefore 
you must love, and honour, and pray for all men, and not curse them ; 
seeing Christ hath tasted death for all men, therefore, ' bless and curse 
not, and obey his doctrine who is the Sa\iour of all men, and especially 
of them that believe, who would h;ive all men to be saved, and to come 
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to the knowledge of the truth, to wit, Christ, who is die way, the truth, 
and the life. 

And as Peter saith, I *■ perceive God is no respecter of persons, but in 
every nation, he that feareth God and worketh righteousness is accepted 
of him.' Acts x. 34, 35. So God being no respecter of persons, but accepts 
all that fear him and work righteousness ; therefore, all people are to 
fear God, and depart from evil, and from all unrighteousness, if they be 
accepted of God ; and their not fearing God, and not working righteous- 
ness, is that which maketh them unacceptable with him. 

And Peter further saith, ' ye know the word that God hath sent to the 
children of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ, who is Lord of all;' 
[mark, of all :] so there is no peace with God, but by Jesus Christ 

And, * the gospel, which is preached to every creature under heaven ;* 
and Christ's ministers were to go into all nations, to preach the gospel of 
Christ ; then the gospel was preached to the stock of Ham, the stock of 
Jshmael, and the stock of Esau. For, ' Christ died for all men, and tasted 
death for every man ;' and here is God's love, in sending his Son, that 
died for all men ; and God's and Christ's love, in sending his ministen 
to preach the gospel to all men, that they might know the heavenly 
riches, and their inheritance of the same by Christ Jesus ; for God's hea- 
venly sun hath shined upon the just and the unjust, for their eternal 
good, as the natural Son doth for their outward good ; and doth enlighten 
all, that all might believe in the light, and through it receive God^i 
love and favour, and they that do not are condemned by it ; and the 
wrath of God abides upon them that reject his love : so we, and all that 
have th^ mind of Christ, our love is unto all men for their outward and 
eternal good, though we are hated by them for it, as their forefathers 
hated tlie prophets, Christ, and the apostles for their love and good will 
towards them. 

And are not a great part in Christendom saying with Pilate, that cru- 
cified Christ, ^ what is truth ?' John xviii. 38. though they are bred up at 
schools, and think themselves as wise men as Pilate was, who understood 
the Jews' law and the Romans', and had his Latin, Greek, and Hebrew, 
to set over Christ when he was crucified ; but Christ is risen a-top of it, 
and the truth is Christ, that doth enlighten you, and you must find it in 
your inward parts : and Christ saith, ^ I am the way, the truth, and the 
life ; but the wise profiessing Jews would not receive him, nor believe in 
him then, though they had the scriptures ; and they confessed he was to 
come, as the professors now, who fjrofess he is come, yet will not believe 
in the light, but with literal learned Pilate say, ' what is truth V though "^ 
Christ saith, * I am the way, the truth, and the life, and no man comes 
to the Father but by me ;' and yet people that call themselves christians, 
will say, ^ there are so many sects in the world, we know not which 
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to follow; oh I that we did know the truth :' to which we say, have jou 
been learning all this while, and do not yet know the truth ? indeed 
there are teachers that have the form of godliness, and deny the power, 
that are always teaching, that they may be always paying of them, and 
leading people that are never able to come to the knowledge of the 
truth, (to wit, Christ, the way, the truth, and the life.) For, * to know 
God and Jesus Christ, is eternal life ;' but to talk of God and Jesus Christ 
is not eternal life ; and that which gives people the knowledge of the 
glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ, is the light that shines in their 
hearts, which Christ hath enlightened them withal ; and here is the love 
of God in Christ Jesus to them all, to enlighten them all ; and here is our 
love to all mankind, in desiring and inviting them to turn from the darkness 
to the light, and to believe in the light, that they may become children 
of the light, and so to look unto Jesus Christ, the author and finisher of 
their faith, who hath died for their sins, and is risen again for their justi- 
fication, and sitteth at the right hand of God ; for by him, to wit, Christ, 
all things in heaven and in earth are reconciled in one ; and ^ God was 
in Christ reconciling the world unto himself: and so we cannot but in 
love beseech all to receive Christ Jesus, the light, the life, and truth, that 
by him you may be reconciled unto God, who will lead you out of old 
Adam, and destroy the devil and his works, who hath separated you 
from God ; and as every one hath received Christ Jesus, so walk in him, 
who is the new and living way, who is over all the old and dead ways, 
who is the rock of ages, and the foundation of many generations, and is 
our rock and our foundation in this our age and generation, who bruises 
the serpent's head, who is the first and last, who is the love of God to 
mankind ; glory to God forever. G. F. 



Concerning Revelation^ Prophecy^ Measure, and Rule; and the Inspiration 

and Sufficiency of the Spirit. 

So the later-professing and learned Christians and Jews must do God's Mill, 
if they will know Christ's Doctrine ; and that must be done by the same 
Sjptri/ as the Apostles were in, that through it theg may mortify the deeds 
oj the flesh, and take up the Cross daily, and follow Christ (and deny 
themsdves,) who reveals the Father to them, if they will know Him or his 
Doctrine, that did the Will of God.— By G. F. 

Now unto all you that cry so much against revelation, that go under 
the name of christians, hear what Christ Jesus saith in Matt. xi. 27. and 
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m Luke X. 22. ^ all things are given unto me of my Father : no man 
knoweth the Son» hut the Father ; neither knoweth any man the Father 
but the Son, and he to whom the Son will reveal him.' 

Now here it is clear by Christ's own words, you that deny revelation, 
know not the Son nor the Father ; for ' no man knoweth the Son but 
the Father, [mark, no man,] neither knoweth any man the Father, but 
the Son, and he to whom the Son revealeth him.' So it is clear the 
Son must reveal himself and his Father to people, if they know them, 
and they are not known but by revelation ; and they that deny reve- 
lation, deny that which reveals both Son and Father. 

And therefore, take heed you wicked ones, that deny revelation ; for 
it is said in Job xx. 27. * the heaven shall reveal his iniquity, and the 
earth shall rise up against him.' And therefore, take heed, lest the 
heaven reveal your iniquity, and the earth rise up against you, that 
deny revelation. 

And it is said in Jer. xxxiii. 6. * behold, saith the Lord, I will give it 
health, (to wit, Jerusalem,) and amendment, and I will cure them, and 
will reveal unto them the abundance of peace and truth.' Now thii 
amendment, and this health, and this abundance of peace and truth hath 
the Lord revealed, and given unto us, blessed be his name forever; and 
you will want it that deny revelation. 

And you that deny God's revelation, deprive yourselves of this peace 
and truth, amendment and health, though you have the form of godli- 
ness and deny the power and spirit that should reveal. 

And Nebuchadnezzar, he did not deny revelation, though a heathen ; 
but acknowledges Daniel's revelation, and acknowledged the God c|f 
truth, and that He was the revealer of secrets ; and are not you darker 
than Nebuchadnezzar, that profess yourselves christians, and you deny 
revelations now a-days, and are them that would limit the Son and God, 
and say, that ' there is no revelation to be looked for now a-days ;' then 
there is no looking for the knowledge of God now a-days : for there is 
no knowledge of him but as the Son reveals him, who is the same to-day 
as yesterday, and so forever ; and is known by revelation now, as for- 
merly, which we witness. 

And the apostle Paul, did not preach Christ until the Son was revealed 
in him. Gal. i. 15, 16. where he saith, ' it pleased God to separate him 
from his mother's womb, and call him by his grace, to reveal his Son in 
him, that he might preach him.' So all you that deny revelation, you 
preach before the Son of God be revealed in you to preach him. And 
so, ' he that hath not the Son, hath not life,' saith the apostle John. 
And * know you not bow that Jesus Christ is in you, except ye be repro- 
bates,' says Paul ; and bids them * examine themselves,' in 2 Car. xiiL 
and this revelation we witness. 

''^■ 

' Si 

, - • ■ 
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And whereas* you may object and say, ' secret things belong to the 
Lord, but the things revealed belong to us,* &c. 

But you must see what thing is revealed to you» and to your children ; 
for was not the law revealed to Moses 7 and did not the Jews by the 
spirit of God understand it, and knew it so? and the Lord revealed 
himself to Da\nd, 2 Sam. viL 27. and the Lord revealed himself to Samuel, 
as in I Sam. iii. 21. and God is the same, and changes not. 

And m Isa. xl. 5. he saith, * the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, 
and all flesh shall see it together, the mouth of the Lord hath spoken it 
[Mark,] all flesh shall see this revelation. And you that deny revela- 
tion, how can you see this glory of the Lord without revelation, which 
the mouth of the Lord hath spoken ? [mark,] ' the glory of the Lord 
shall be revealed ;' it was to come : and they thai see this glory of the 
Lord, must know it by revelation, as the Lord hath spoken, and which 
we witness. 

And in Isa. liii. I. ^ who hath believed our report? and to whom is the 
arm of the Lord revealed V now, can any know the arm of the Lord, 
and believe that report of him, but as it is revealed ; and as it is re^ 
vealed, they will know the powerful arm of the Lord, wliich we 
witness. 

And in John xii. 38. w}iere was the fulQIling of the prophet Isaiah*8 
prophecy, who said, ' Lord who hath believed our report V therefore, it 
is said, ' he hath blinded their eyes, and hardened their hearts.' And 
therefore, are not your hearts hardened, and your eyes blinded, that 
deny the revelation of the Son of God ? and your belief is but like the 
pharisees in the letter, that stand against the revelation of the Son of 
God, who is the foundation, and the rock of this age, as of the former 
ages. 

And in Isa. Ivi. I. * thus saith the Lord, keep ye judgment, and do 
justice, for my salvation is at hand to come, and my righteousness to be 
revealed; [mark, to be revealed.] Now, can any know God's salvation, 
or his righteousness, but by the revelation of the Son ? (Chrbt saith, 
\thcy cannot,') and they that do know salvation, and the righteousness 
revealed must keep judgment and do justice; and they that do not, will 
deny revelation, and true judgment and justice. 

And Clirist saith, in Matt. x. 26. ' there is nothing covered that shall 
not be revealed, nor hid that shall not be known.' Now, are not all 
things covered and hidden unto you until they be revealed ? [mark, 
revealed.] And how do you know any thing, but by revelation ? for, 
are not all things covered and hidden from you, before they are revealed? 
and herein we witness t!!)hrist hath the glory, who reveals himself and 
the Father : and they that deny revelation, know nothing as they ought 
to know, but follow their own spirits, and see nothing, 
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And doth not the apostle say, in 1 Cor. iL 9. ' the things which eye 
hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither came it into man's heart, which 
God hath prepared for them that love him ; but God hath revealed them 
unto us by his spirit' Therefore, can ye know any thing of the things 
of God, which God hath prepared for them that love him, which can 
neither be seen nor heard but by the revelation of God's spirit ? 

And the apostle (moreover) saith, ' the things of God knoweth no man, 
but the spirit of God.' [Mark,] no man knoweth the things of God, but 
by the spirit of God, which was in the apostles, which revealed the 
things of (xod to them, which now also must reveal the things of God to 
people, if they know them, which we witness. 

And are not ye the ministers of the letter only, that deny the revela- 
tion of the spirit of God, that the apostles were in, to be expected now 
a-days? therefore, you will never know the things of God, but by his 
spirit of revelation, no man of you all. 

See 1 Cor. ii. 10, 11, 14. < for the natural man perceives not the things 
of God, they are foolishness to him, neither can he know them, because 
they are spiritually discerned.' And [mark,] that spiritual discerning 
must be with the spirit that reveals them, which was that the apostle 
was in, and we witness ; and you say, ' ye have it not, and it must not 
be looked for now a-days.' 

And Christ saith, in Mat. xi. 25, 26. and in Luke x. 21. ^ I thank thee, 
O Father, Lord God of heaven and earth, because thou hast hid these 
things from the wise, learned men of understanding, and hast revealed 
them unto babes, even so Father because it so picaseth thee.' Is it not 
so now ? Is not the revelation of the Son hidden from the wise, and the 
learned, and men of understanding ? and do not many of them make a 
mock at it ? but Jesus rejoiced in spirit, and thanks God for this revela- 
tion, as you may see in Luke, which he had revealed to babes, who 
were the learners of him ; and he doth the same still, though it is 
hid from your eyes : and we and many babes can praise God for this 
revelation of his Son in us, though many of you make a mock at it. 

And in Mai. xvi. 16, 17. Peter said, ' thou art the Christ, the Son of 
the living God : Jesus answered and said unto him, blessed art thou Si- 
mon the son of Jona, for flesh and blood hath not revealed this unto thee, 
but my Father which is in heaven.' [Mark,] flesh and blood had not 
revealed, that Jesus Christ was the Son of God, unto Peter, but the 
Father, which is in heaven. 

And you that deny revelation now a-days, can any of you know Jesus 
Christ, the Son of the living God, without the Son or the Father reveal 
him, which is in heaven ? nay, and if you say yea, are not you such, 
that are thieves and robbers, and climb up another way than by the 
door Christ ? for Christ tells you, ' no man knows the Father, but by 
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revelation, and is not all your talking of Christ, but imagination, and the 
revelation of flesh and blood, that deny the revelation of the Son of 
God by his spirit. 

And in Luke li. 126. Simeon was a just man, and waited for the 
consolation of Isrncl, and the Holy Ghost was upon him, and the revela- 
tion was given him of the Holy Ghost, that he should not see death be- 
fore he had seen the Lord Jesus Christ, which revelation was fulfilled ia 
the same chapter. 

And now can any see the Lord Jesus Christ, but by the revelation of 
the Holy Ghost ? or can any call him Lord, but by the Holy Ghost 

Now the pharisccs had the scriptures of the Old Testament, as you 
have of the new. These wise learned men, that had their Hebrew, Greek, 
and Latin, who made a great talk that Christ was to come then, as you 
do now, that he is come, but it is clear, as Christ saith, neither you nor 
any others can know him, but by revelation, as Peter, and Paul, and 
Simeon knew him by revelation, and the rest of the disciples, whom Christ 
calls babes. Nay, further, in Luke ii. 32. Simeon saith, speaking of Christ, 
that ' he was a light to be revealed to the Gentiles, and the glory of my 
people, Israel.* 

And now mark, all ye that stumble so much about Christ, the light, 
which lighteth every one that cometh into the world, who is the glory 
of Israel ; it seems Christ the light is not revealed to you, your darkness 
cannot comprehend it, which we witness and believe in, and see this 
glory of Israel, and so are become children of the light: and so you are 
they that stumble at the light at noonday, and at revelation, for all 
your learning and knowledge of tongues, wisdom, and understanding ; 
this light to be revealed to the Gentiles you stumble at, which is revealed, 
wx witness, blessed be the Lord forever, to wit, Christ Jesus, the light, 
which lighteth every man that cometh into the world. 

And you may see Christ was revealed to old Hannah the prophetefls, 
when she was eighty-four years old, and she confessed Christ, and spake 
of him to all that looked for redemption in Jerusalem.* 

And in Luke xvii. 30. ' In the day when the Son of man shall be re- 
vealed (to wit,) from heaven.* And in 2 Thes, L 7, 8. ' when the Lord 
Jesus Christ shall be revealed from heaven with his mighty angels in 
flaming fire, rendering vengeance unto them that know not God, and 
which obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, which shall be pun- 
ished with everlasting perdition from the presence of the Lord, and from 
the glory of his power, when he shall come to be glorified in his saints, 
and to be made marvellous in all them that believe.* Now you that 
deny revelation, and say revelation is ceased, and must not be looked for 
now a-days, consider this, the revelation of Jesus from heaven in flaming 
fire, rendering vengeance upon all them that know not God, and obey 
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not his gospeif the power of God : and Christ telk you, that you do not 
know God nor the Son, but by revelation, therefore, consider what a 
condition you are in ; for in the days of Christ in his flesh, he was known 
by revelation ; and after his resurrection and coming again, it is by re- 
velation that he is known, as you may read, 2 Thcs. i. and Luke xviL 
And the apostle saith, in Rom. i. 17. ' the righteousness of God is reveal- 
ed from faith to faith, as it is written, the just shall live by faidi ; for the 
wrath of God is revealed from heaven agahist all ungodliness and un- 
righteousness of men, which hold the truth in unrighteousness.' Now 
you that deny revelation, and say that revelation is ceased nowadays, 
you cannot know the righteousness of God, which is revealed from &ith 
to faith ; neither can you know the true faith by which the just lives, 
but by revelation, then you are not like to preach it, which we witness. 

And do not you think ye must know the wrath of God, revealed from 
heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who hold the 
truth in unrighteousness ? and what do you hold the truth of the pro- 
phets and Christ, and the apostles in, but in unrighteousness? who say, you 
have not the same power and spirit which the prophets and apostles had, 
be sure this revelation of his wrath will come upon you. 

And in Rom, viii. 18. ' I count the afflictions of this present time are 
not worthy of the glory which shall be revealed in us :' now mark, this 
glory was to be revealed, which was not then revealed, but it shall be 
revealed, therefore, can you be partakers of any of this glory, but by 
revelation? for the fervent desire of the creature waiteth when the 
Son of God should be revealed. Now mark, doth any know this state 
of the Son of Gojd, but by the revelation of God ? if you say you do, you 
know it by another spirit and way than the apostles did, which cannot 
be the true birth, but the birth born of the flesh, which will persecute 
him that is born of the spirit, which we have felt sufficiently of. 

And in 1 Cor. iii. 13. hear you that deny revelation, what the apostle 
saith, 'every man's work shall be made manifest; for the day shall 
declare it, because it shall be revealed by fire, and the fire shall try 
every man's work of what sort it is ;' and do you think you can deny 
this revelation by fire ? that will try every man's work of what sort it 
is : this day and revelation by fire is not yet come to you that deny re- 
velation, (for your works are not so tried,) which day will come. 

And 1 Cor. xiv. 29, 30. ' let the prophets speak, two or three, and let 
the other judge, and if any thing be revealed to another that sitteth by, 
let the first hold his peace.' Now this was the order in the church of 
Christ. Now you that deny revelation, which is an office here in the 
church, that people should speak, or preach, or prophesy one after 
another what was revealed unto them, as the apostle did and exhorted 
to, another should hold his peace, this would be counted disorder among 
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you that deny revelation : so you speak and preach that which I'vas 
revealed to others, and not to yourselves, so are not you as those who 
used their tongues, and said, ' thus saith the Lord,' whom the Lord never 
spoke unto, but reproves such. 

And the apostle saith, in Gal. iii. 23. ' but before faith came we were 
kept under the law, and shut up unto the faith which should afterwards 
be revealed.' Mark, you that deny revelation nowadays, arc not you 
shut up? can you have any true faith, but by the revelation of Christ, 
who is the author and finisher of faith ? for doth not the apostle say, that 
they themselves were shut up under the law, and unto the faith which 
should be afterwards revealed, and who reveals this faith? is it not 
Christ, who is the author and finisher of it ? therefore hath any one any 
true faith but by revelation, according to the apostle's doctrine 1 which 
M'e witness to the glory of Christ. 

And the apostle saith in Ephes. iii. 3, 5. ^ that God by revelation 
hath shewed this mystery unto me, which in other ages was not opened 
unto the sons of men, as it is now revealed unto the holy apostles and 
prophets by the spirit' Here you may see again, that which was re- 
vealed to the prophets and apostles by the spirit of God, they declared, 
which was not opened to the sons of men before, but opened by the 
revelation of the spirit to them ; here the apostle owneth Christ's words, 
that the Father and the Son are known by revelation. And you that 
deny revelation nowadays, follow your own spirits, and see nothing, 
like the false prophets of old, and follow not the spirit that revealed that 
mystery to the apostles, nor Chrbt, who doth reveal himself and the 
Father. 

And in 2 Thes. ii. 3, 4. it is said, ^ and that man of sin be revealed, 
even the son of perdition, that exalts himself above all that u called God, 
and sits in the temple of God : and now ye know what withholdeth, that he 
might be revealed in his time, and then shall the wicked man be revealed 
whom the Lord shall consume with the spirit of his mouth, and shall de- 
stroy with the brightness of his coming.' Now here the apostle tells them, 
this revelation was to come, and this destruction upon this son of perdition, 
that sat in the temple of God, and exalts himself above all that is called 
God ; what temple of God is this, think you 1 look within where this man 
of sin sits: are not the saints the temples of God, which own revelation T 
but doth not he sit in your temples, and make you deny this rcvelationT 
the son of perdition that sits in your temple, and makes you deny the 
revelation of the son of God there, and exalts himself above all that is 
called God, and hb revelation in you, and tells you it is ceased, and you 
must look for no such thing in your age, and Ictteth here until he be 
taken out of the way- And can any one know this man of sin, the son 
of perdition, (that is exalted above all that is called God, and sits in his 
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temple,) but by the revelation of God's spirit, as the apostle was in ? for 
the apostle saith, ' that which may be known of God, is manifest in them.' 
J?om. L 10. 

. And the apostle saith, then shall the wicked man be revealed, whom 
God shall consume with the spirit of his mouth, and shall abolish with 
the brightness of his coming. Do you think that this man of sin in you, 
will let you own this revelation of God to consume him ? nay, the apostle 
saith, ^ let no man deceive you by any means ; for that day shall not 
come except there be a departing first, and that man of sin be revealed, 
the son of perdition.' 

So you that deny any revelation to be nowadays, do not you deceive 
people of that day, and revelation of the son of perdition, and the reve- 
lation of the Son of God ? but that day of revelation is come, blessed be 
the Lord that he is revealed, and you are discovered that deny revela- 
tion : so it is plain, by the apostle's words, that you can neither know 
the things of God, nor Christ, nor the man of sin, but by revelation, and 
consider what condition you are in, that say, there is no revelation to be 
looked for nowadays. 

And Peter saith, 1 Pet. i. 5. * ye are kept by the power of God through 
faith unto salvation, which is ready to be revealed in the last time.' 
Now, consider, ye that deny revelation ; do not you deny the faith and 
salvation to them that are kept by the power of Go4 through faith, which 
was to be revealed in the last time ? doth any know faith or salvation, 
but by revelation, as it is revealed in this our age, to as many as wait 
for his appearance ? and the apostle, speaking of Christ, and of some 
searching the scriptures, when or what time the spirit which testified of 
Christ, which was in them, should declare the sufferings that should come 
unto Christ, and the glory which should follow, unto whom it was re- 
vealed that not unto themselves, but unto us, (to wit,) the apostles, mark 
here, this was known by revelation, and can any know it, think you, 
without revelation of the same spirit, (to wit,) Christ and his glory, as in 
1 PeL i. 5, 11. as it was revealed to them. 

And in 1 Pet. iv. 13. *but rejoice, inasmuch, as ye are partakers of 
Christ's sufferings, that when his glory shall be revealed, ye may be glad 
and rejoice. Now mark; ye that deny revelation, here is the glory of 
Christ, which should be revealed, which should glad and rejoice the 
saints, and you that deny revelation, deny that glory of Christ that glads 
and rejoiceth the saints, that is to be revealed to them. 

And in 1 Pet. v. 1, * the elders which are amongst you, I beseech, who 
am also an elder, and a witness of the sufierings of Christ, and also a 
partaker of the glory that shall be revealed,' [mark,] that shall be re- 
vealed, it was not then, so here was a revelation of glory to come. And 
you that deny revelation to yourselves and others nowadays, deny the 
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and vre now, do witness, blessed be the Lord forever. And your 
denial of revelation is little worth, if ye deny Crod, and Christ, and the 
scriptures, and the things of God which are not known, but by revela-% 
tion of that spirit the apostles were in, and this we are witnesses of. 

And Amos iii. 7. 'surely the Lord God will do nothing, but he reveal- 
eth his secrets to his servants the prophets.* And ye that deny revela- 
tion nowadays, what will ye deny that God hath any servants or pro- 
phets nowadays? it seems that you are none of his servants nor prophets 
that have none of Goal's secrets revealed unto you, and deny revelation ; 
but his servants must tell you, that God is the same that ever he was, 
and there is a God in heaven that doth reveal secrets, as you may see 
in Daniers confession, and the apostles'. 

And the apostle saith, Rom. ii. 5. ' thou after thy hardness and impeni- 
tent heart heapcst up unto thyself wrath against the day of wrath, and 
revelation of the righteous judgments of God.* This revelation of the 
righteous judgments of God, that day you will know that deny revela- 
tion ; and that day you must know by revelation and judgment. 

And the apostle Sciith, in Rom. xvi 25. ' now to him that is of power 
to establish you according to my gospel and preaching of Jesus Christ, 
by the revelation of the mystery, which was kept secret since the world 
began.' Now you that deny revelation, what, will ye make people be- 
lieve that yc shall know the mystery of Christ and his gospel, (which 
hath been kept secret since the world began) without revelation 1 which 
the apostle Peter saith, 1 Pet. i. 12. ' this mystery was known by revela- 
tion, which gospel is the power of God, and came down from heaven.' 
Rom. i. 16. which is according to Christ's words, 'no man knoweth the 
Father but the Son, and he to whom the Son reveals him.' 

And ye may sec in 1 Cor. xiv. 2G. * when the church came together, 
such as had a doctrine, a tongue or revelation, or interpretation, let 
all things be done unto edifying.' So this was and is the practice and 
order in the church of Christ, which he is the head of, (to wit, revela- 
tion,) which we witncs«», though some deny it. 

And the apostle saith to the GaLitians, GaL\. 11, 12. *now I certify 
you brethren, that the gospel which was preached by me was not after 
man, for neither received I it of man, [mark,] neither was I taught it, 
but by the revelation of Jesu*? Chrii^t.' Now all you that deny revela- 
tion nowadays, do not you deny the same gospel which the apostle 
preached, which go«pcl he saith, * is the power of God.' Roni. i. And 
then is not your gospel after man ? and have not you been taught it, 
and received it of man, that is, not taught it by the revelation of Jesus 
Chrbt ; for the gospel being the power of God, can any receive it but by 
the revelation of Jesus Christ? and do not they preach themselves, and 
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not the gospel* that deny the revelation of the gospel of Jesus Christ now- 
adays ? and the apostle was learnt as well as any of you before he was 
converted, but he counted all that as dross and dung to the excellency 
of Christ which was revealed in him ; so they that preach Christ*s gospel 
to others, that have it by revelation, Clirist hath the glory, though they 
may be persecuted by them that deny revelation, and have what they 
have from man. 

And the apostle saith to the Ephesians, Eph. i. 17. 'that the God of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory might give unto you the spirit 
of wisdom and revelation, through the knowledge of him, that the eyes 
of your understandings might be enlightened, that ye may know what is 
the hope of his calling, and what is the riches of his glorious inheritance in 
his saints. Now here all you that deny revelation, may see what the 
apostle prays for, ' the spirit of wisdom, and of revelation, that their eyes 
might be opened by this spirit of wisdom and of revelation ;' and are not 
all your eyes shut that deny revelation, and see not the hope of Christ's 
calling, nor what is the riches of his glorious inheritance in his saints ; but 
mark, who m^ht give people this spirit of wisdom and revelation, the 
God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory ? to him was the church, 
and now is to look unto for .the spirit of wisdom and revelation, by 
which their eyes are enlightened, by which they know the hope of their 
calling, and the riches of Christ's glorious inheritance in his saints. And 
you that deny the spirit of wisdom and revelation now in your time to 
yourselves and others, are far off from praying for this spirit of wisdom 
and revelation, as the apostle was to open your hearers' eyes and under- 
standings, and your own : so in denying revelation, you keep both your 
own and theirs shut from that glory the saints did and do enjoy. 

And in 1 PeL i. 13. in his general epistle, * wherefore gird up the loins 
of your minds, be sober, and trust perfectly in the grace that is to be 
brought unto you at the revelation of Jesus Christ :* [mark,] this the 
saints were to do then, and so they are now to do the same, to have the 
loins of their minds girded up, and to be sober, and to trust perfectly on 
the grace that is brought unto them by the revelation of Jesus Christ. 
So all that know this grace, they know how they received it by the reve- 
lation of Jesus Christ ; for grace and truth comes by Jesus Christ, as 
the law did by Moses: and this is the grace that brings salvation, and 
which hath appeared to all men, and taught the saints, though many 
there be that turn this grace of God into wantonncsks and walk despite- 
fully against the spirit of grace, and set up a heap of teachers after their 
own lusts, from whence wars arise, and then ?ay revelation is ceased in 
their day and time ; but such, the loins of their minds are neither girded 
up, neither are they sober, nor trust perfectly on the grace that is 
brought by the revelation of Jesus, which the saints then, and we now 
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do witness, blessed be bu name forever. Here you may see by the apostle, 
that you do not know the grace of Christ and his gospel, but by reve- 
lation. And Peter further speaks, that Christ was revealed unto them, 
and the go?peI which they preached by the Holy Ghost, was sent down 
from heaven, [mark,] was sent down from heaven ; and therefore, where 
have you your gospel now, that deny revelation, and say it b ceased. 

And in Rev. i. * the revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave unto 
John/ as you may see at large what the revelations are in his book, but 
you see nothing of them that deny the spirit of revelation now in your 
days ; and Christ saith, ' he opens and no man shuts, and he shuts and 
no man can open : and no man in heaven, nor in the earth, nor under 
the earth was able to open the l>ook, neither to look thereon, which 
made John to weep ;' but it was said unto him, * behold the lion which 
is of the tribe of Juduh, the root of David hath obtained to open the 
book, and to loose the seals thereof.' Therefore, all look unto him who 
opens the book of the law and the prophets, and the book of conscience, 
and the book of life; that you may see your names written therein ; and 
reveals grace, faith, the gospel, himself and the Father, and his glory, 
and the things of God by his spirit ; so he is worthy to be waited upon, 
(who reveals by his spirit,) and not upon them who deny revelation : 
and likewise, who reveals unto you the man of sin, the son of perdition, 
who sits in the temple of God, above all that is called God, whom he 
(to wit, Christ,) will destroy ; and also, he reveals his wrath, judgments 
and indignation upon all the disobedient, and such as hold the truth in 
unrighteousness, and not in the spirit of revelation that the apoBtles 
were in ; and such as hold the truth in unrighteousness may plead for 
the body of sin and death, and the old man with his imperfectkms to the 
grave, where there is no repentance, where they and he may be buried 
in the lake together. 

In 1 Sam. iiL 7. ' Now Samuel yet did not know the Lord, neither yet 
was the word of the Lord revealed to him, and the Lord revealed him- 
self to SanDuel,' vcr. 21. so can you know the word of the Lord, or the 
Lord, but as the Lord reveals it? or can you know the Father or the 
Son, but by revelation. Luke x. 22. 

And in Jsa. xl. 5. * the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, all flesh 
shall see it together.* Now can any sec the glory of the Lord, but by 
revelation T 'who hath believed our report, and to whom is the arm of 
the Lord revealed.' Now doth any know the arm of the Lord, or be* 
lieve the report of Christ, but by revelation, Isa, liii. 1. and John xii. 38. 
* for my salvation b near to come, and my righteousness to be revealed.' 
Now doth any know God's salvation, and his righteousness, but as it is 
revealed, Isa. Ivi. 1. and Christ saith, ' there is nothing covered that shall 
not be revealed, nor hid that shall not be known,' &c. So are not you 
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all covered and the things of God hid from you that deny revelation 7 
Mait, X. 26. And in Luke iL * the thoughts of the heart are revealed hy 
Christ/ And Rom, L 17. ' therein is the righteousness of God revealed 
from faith to faith ;' so ye neither know God*s righteousness nor faith, 
but by revelation. And in Luke ii. 35. ' the tlioughts of the heart are 
revealed by Christ* And in Luke xvii. 30. < when the Son of man shall 
be revealed.' And in Rom. viii. 18. the apostle said, ' he reckoned all 
sufferings as nothing to the glory which should be revealed in them.' 
And in 1 Cor. il 10. 'and that which ear hath not heard, nor eye hath 
not seen, God hath revealed unto the apostles, the deep things of God :' 
so the things of God are not known, but as they are revealed by his 
spirit ; and if any thing be revealed to another that sits by, let the first 
hold his peace : so the man of sin and the wicked one is not known, but 
as he is revealed ; so you do not know the word of faith, the light, the 
glory of the Lord, the arm of the Lord, salvation, the righteousness of 
God, the things of God, the Son, nor the Father, the wrath of God, 
your own thoughts, nor the man of sin, the wicked one in your temple, 
but as they are revealed, you do not know the grace of God, but by 
revelation, 1 Pet. i. 13. nor you do not know the mystery which was 
kept secret since the world began, but by revelation, Rom. xvi. 25. 
neither do you know the righteous judgments of God, but by revelation, 
Rom, ii. 5. and though the Jews had the scriptures, yet they knew not 
Christ the word. 

And the gospel the apostle did not receive of man, nor by man, but 
by the revelation of Jesus Christ Gal, i. 12. 

Now can you, or any man know this gospel the power of God, that 
brings life and immortality to light, but by divine revelation ? and do not 
you that deny revelation, deny the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ ; 
for Christ saith, ' when the Son of man shall be revealed, that the world 
should be doing as in the days of Noah, Slc. and when Lot went out of 
Sodom.' Luke xvii. 30. And saith the apostle, ^ when the Lord Jesus 
shall be revealed from heaven with his mighty angels in flaming fire, 
taking vengeance upon all them that know not God, and that obey not 
the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, when he shall come to be glorified 
in his saints.' And here again, you that deny revelation, do not you 
deny the Lord Jesus, his being revealed from heaven with his mighty 
angels, and glorified in his saints, and are such that know not God, that 
he will take vengeance upon in flaming fire ; for how can you know 
God and Christ, but by revelation, seeing Christ tells you, ye cannot 
know him nor his Father, but by revelation. 2 Thes. i. 7, 8. G. F. 
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.^o^o concerning such as deny prophecies in them dags^ and say it is ceased 

mncadays, 

Now in the time of the prophets, they that were in the form and not 
in the power did forbid the prophets to prophesy, who said unto the 
seers, * see not,' and to the prophets, * prophesy not unto us right things/ 
Isa.xxx. 10. * but speak flattering things unto us:' and there are too 
many of those speakers nowadays, that cannot abide true prophecy, 
that will run and speak, and the i^ord never sent them, as you may 
■ce in Jer. xiv. and such as prophesy right things they cannot abide. 

And ID Amosiu V2. ^ye (to wit, professing Israel,) commanded the 
prophets not to prophesy ;* but professing christians which are of the 
siimc spirit without the profession, say it is ceased. And in Joel ii. 28* 
saith the Lord, ^ I will pour out my sj)irit upon all flesh, (it doth not say 
upon some,) and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, [mark, 
shall, this was to come to pass,] and your old men shall dream dreams, 
and your young men shall see visions ; and also upon the servants, and 
upon the hand-maids in those days will I pour out my spirit, saith the 
Lord.' So mark, here is servants, hand-maids, young men, old men, 
sons and daughters ; the Lord hath promised he would pour out of his 
spirit upon them ; and are not all these to enjoy those promises, yea, 
"Verily, (lod is faithful that hath promised it ; for his promises are yea, 
and amen in Christ. And was not this a fulfilling of (in ActsiL 17.) to 
wit, the prophecy of Joel, where the apostle saith, * in the last days saith 
the Lord, I will pour out my spirit upon all flesh, and your sons and 
daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see viaionSi and your 
old men shall dream dreams, and on my servants and hand-maids will I 
pour out of my spirit in those days, and they shall prophesy.' Now 
mark, ye that say prophecy is ceased in your days ; is not the last days 
the christian's days, (to wit,) the days of Christ ? is not he the ' first and 
the last, the same to-day as yesterday, and forever.' God's servants and 
his hand-maids, that have his spirit poured upon them, they will pro- 
phesy; and they that have God's spirit poured upon them, sons and 
daughters will prophesy this spiritual prophecy ; and the young men 
and old men that have God*s spirit poured upon them, they have their 
heavenly visions and heavenly dreams, and this we witnesss, though 
neither your young men, nor old men, servants, nor hand-maids, sons, nor 
daughters, nor yourselves, that say, prophecy is ceased, and the same 
spirit is not to be looked for now as the apostles had, then you may say 
faith and grace is ceased, nor none of these have visions or dreams, nor 
prophecies ; so do not you keep your people in darkness, being in the 
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darkneas yourselves 7 but the apostle saith, ' they shall prophesy ;' and 
Philip had four daughters which did prophesy, Acts xxi. 9. that were 
virgins, though your virgins do not, but those virgins which witness God's 
spirit, do, though you may be all amazed, and mock at it like the Jews. 
Acts nil, 12. 

And the apostle saith in Rom. xii. G. * seeing then, that we have gifts 
that are differing according to the grace, [mark,] according to the grace 
that is given unto us, whether we have prophecy, let us prophesy ac- 
cording to the proportion of faith.* So litre the apostles doth not forbid 
it, and say it is ceased, as you do, but encourageth it in the church, * let 
us wait on the office, he that teacheth on teaching,' that is according to the 
grace given to them * as God hath dealt to every man a measure of faith.' 

And the apostle saith, in 1 Cor. xiii. 19. ' And we prophesy in part, and 
when that which is perfect is come, then that which is in part shall be 
abolished ;' so here he was encouraging the churcli to grow up unto a 
further degree, both in knowledge and propliecy ; but if there were that 
love among you, which he speaks of in this chapter, then those things 
would be owned in their places, and the fulfilling thereof waited for, and 
their prophesying in part owned, which is denied by you in your day, 
therefore you are not like to grow up to a perfect state, who deny that. 

And the apostle saith, I Cor. i. 24, 29, 31. * Follow after love, and 
covet spiritual gifts, but rather that ye may prophesy ; but if all prophesy, 
and there come in one that believeth not, and unlearned, he is rebuked 
of all men, and is judged of all, and the secrets of his heart are made 
manifest, and will fall down and worship God, and say, God is in you of 
a truth.' Now see this office of prophecy in the church, the effect of it, 
'Let the prophets speak one or two, and let others judge ; for ye may 
all prophesy one by one, that all may learn, and all may be comforted ;' 
you that say, prophecy is ceased nowadays amongst you, then this 
learning, and this comforting is ceased among you, and this manifest- 
ing the secrets of men's hearts is ceased among you, and this falling 
down and worshipping God, and saying God is in you of a truth, this is 
ceased among you that say prophecy is ceased ; for this is the work and 
ef!ect of prophecy in the church of Christ, wliich is the same to day as 
yesterday, and so forever ; but he that prophesies speaks to men for ex- 
hortation, and to edification, and for comfort. Now you that say prophecy 
has ceased in your church nowadays, this edifying and speaking to men ; 
and this exhortation and comfort is ceased ; ' but he that prophesieth,' 
saith the apostle, ' edifies the church ; for greater is he that prophe- 
sieth, than he that speaketh with divers tongues, wherefore breth- 
ren covet to prophesy ;' so you that say prophecy is ceased nowadays, 
the edification is ceased then, and that is ceased which is greater than 
speaking with divers tongues, &c. and that is ceased also which the 
Vol. v.— 31 
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brethren, the church, were to covet after, (to wit,) prophecy ; therefore, 
how can you say, that you arc either the true church or true ministry, 
that fay prophecy is ceased, which was for the comforting and edifica- 
tion of the true church ? 

And you may see in A\ v. xi. 0. how the kindreds and tongues were 
against the two witiit'--('s that prophesied, and when they had killed 
them, they made nuMry over them, and sent their gifts one to another, 
but they rose again to their torment ; and so dotli not the testimony of 
Jesus, the spirit of prophecy torment you now ? And in 1 Cor, xi. 4- 
* Every man praying or prophesying with his head covered, dishonours his 
head, and every woman praying or prophesying with her head uncovered, 
dishonours her head.' So you may see, here were men and women prophe- 
sying and praying in the church, and Hannah was a prophetess, and Hul- 
dah, and Miriam and Debora were prophetesses in the time of the law, 
therefore the apostle saith, 1 Thcs.v, 20. ' Despise not prophesying.' And 
do not you despise it in others, that say it is ceased ? And may you not 
as well deny prayer as prophecy, and say, prayer is ceased, as you say 
prophecy is ceased; for the apostle joins them together. 

And in Rev. xix. 10. * For the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of pro- 
phecy,' saith John the divine, mark, all you that are called christians in 
the whole world, and say prophecy is ceased in your day, and none must 
look for prophecy in your day : (mark well,) is not the testimony of 
Jesus then ceased, the spirit of prophecy ? And you have not the tes- 
timony of Jesus ; for the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy, and 
and so if prophecy be ceased, then the testimony of Jesus is ceased 
among you, who Hve in an outside profession of the saints' words ; but did 
not all worship the beast, and drink the whore's cup, but those who kept 
the faith, and testimony of Jesus, whose names were written in the book 
of the lamb which was slain from the foundation of the world 7 

And in Hosea ix. 7. ' The prophet is a fool, and the spiritual man is 
mad.' Thus did the professing Jews esteem the Lord's prophets, and 
thus do the professing christians now account the spiritual men mad, 
and the prophet a fool. And in Prov. xxxi. 1. * The words of king Le- 
muel, the prophecy that his mother taught him ; what, my son ; what, 
the son of my womb, and what, the son of my desires ; give not thy 
strength unto women, nor thy ways which is to destroy kings.' Here is 
the prophecy which his mother taught him ; and is not this prophecy to 
be learned of such as can teach it ? 

And the apostle saith, in 1 Tim. iv. 14. ' Despise not the gift that is in 
thee, which was given thee by prophecy.' [Mark,] Here was a gift 
given to him by prophecy. Now you that deny prophecy, and say it has 
ceased, what then, is the gift ceased to you ? then how can you follow 
the practice of the holy men of God ? 

And in 2 Pet. L 10. * But we also have a more sure word of prophecy. 



248 

to which ye do well that ye take heed, as unto a light that shines in a 
dark place until the day dawn, and the day-star arise in your hearts : 
for the prophecy canoe not in the old time by the will of man ; but holy 
men of God spoke as they were moved by the Holy Ghost:' so first 
know this, * that no prophecy of the scripture is of any private inter- 
pretation or motion.' So now mark, you that say * prophecy is ceased,' 
then you may say that spirit that gave forth the scriptures, that Holy 
Ghost which moved them to speak them forth is ceased ; and you 
make a profession of them in the will of man, and your own private 
motions of that which came not by the will of man ; and then you 
and your people know not of this sure word of prophecy, which 
they do well that take heed unto, as unto a light that shines in a 
dark place, until the day dawn, and the day-star arise in their 
hearts. Now, they do well that take heed unto this light that shines 
in a dark place, which is the sure word of prophecy. Now you may 
say, that say prophecy is ceased, ' how long must we take heed unto 
it V the apostle and we tell you, ' until the day dawn, and the day-star 
arise in your hearts, so long you must take heed unto it.' Now, you do 
not do well, that do not take heed unto this sure word of prophecy ; for 
they that do so, do well ; and they that do not, do ill. 

And now people consider, though it is the principle of your teachers 
to say, prophecy is ceased in your days ; do you ever think to come to 
the day-dawning, and the day-star arising in your hearts, except ye do 
first take heed to this most sure word of prophecy, as unto a light that 
shines in the dark place, [mark,] take heed unto it, until the day dawn, 
and the day-star arise in your hearts. 

And it is said in 1 Cor. xiL 10. speaking of the several gifts in the 
church, to one the working of miracles, and to another prophesy, and to 
another the discerning of spirits ; but all these gifls were from the one 
spirit, and the manifestation of the spirit of God was given to every man 
to profit withal ; so no man can profit, but in the same spirit in which 
the holy men of God gave forth the scriptures, which you have said you 
have not the same, by which the several gifts flowed from, so not the 
same gifls, nor gift of prophecy in your church. 

Now you may say, the law and the prophets were until John, which' 
is true : but we tell you there were prophets after John, as well as be- 
fore, as in Acts xix. G. when the Holy Ghost came upon them, they pro- 
phesied.« 

And the apostle saith, 1 Tim. i. 18. Mhis commandment commit I unto 
thee, son Timothy, according to the prophecies that went before on thee, 
that thou by them should fight a good fight,' [mark,] should fight a good 
fight, according to the prophecies which went before on him, having faith 
and a good conscience, which some have putawny, and roncerning faith 
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have made shipwreck ; and such may say, prophecy is ceased, and a 
good conscience too ; and that faith is ceased that works by love, which 
purifies Ihc hoart, and <iivcs victory over the body of sin, (which they 
plead for to tbe f:rav«\) amonfr*^t them that were amon^^it tlic apostles : 
and then ve niav sav, * revelation is ceased, and i;race is ceased, that 
brin<:- salvation, and the knowledjjc of God and Chri>t (which i-* by reve- 
lation.) is ceased/ But the revelation of the wrath and judiiincnts of 
God such will fiel, which is to be revealed from heaven against all that 
hold the truth in unrighteousness, and not in the spirit of revelation, that 
gave it forth. 

And the prophets, apostles, and Christ himself did not sufl'er by their 
persecutors as true prophets, but were pcTsecuted by them as false 
prophets : though the persecutors then might get the words of the true 
prophets, as they have done since the apo4le>' days, that persecuted 
them that kept the testimony of Jesus, the spirit of prophecy, and had 
the true revelati(»n of Jesus, they persecuted them as (aUc prophets, as 
their forefathers did the prophets, Christ and the apostles; and so they 
do now, wlio have not been in the lite and spirit of the prophets, Christ 
nor the apostles, nor in their power ; so they were not in the spirit that 
gave forth scriptures, tliat persecuted Christ and his apostles, neither 
are they now that do persecute. 

And they that turned against Moses and the prophets were transgres- 
sors of the law of (jod. So here vou mav see, that birth that is born of 
the llesh, persecuted that birth that is born of the spirit, which had the 
revelation of the Son of God, and kept the testimony of Jesus. And are 
not you of the same birth, that say, *you have not the same spirit as 
Christ and the apostles had ;' then are not you, by your own judgment 
and rule, none of liis ? 

Now you that say, prophecy is ceased, the apostle tells you, 'that 
greater is he that prophesieth, than he that speaketh with tongues.* So 
then the greater is ceased among you. 

.And the apostle tells the church, * but he that prophesieth, speaketh 
unto men to rdilication, and to exhortation, and to comfort' Now, you 
that call yourselv<'< a[K>stle? and teachers, and say, prophecy is ceased, 
then edification, exhortation and instruction is ceased amongst you. 

And the apostle saith, that' prophesying serveth not for them that 
believe not, but for them that believe.* So may not you as well say, 
believing is ceased, as the service of God is ceased. • 

And again, the apostle saith, *ye may all prophesy one by one, that 
all may learn, and all may be comforted.' So if prophecy be ceased 
among you, then this learning is ceased, and this cotnforting is ceased. 

And again, the apostle saith, * wheretbre brethren, covet to prophesy.' 
Now you are of another mind, that say, it is ceased in your church, as 
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you may see in 1 Cor. xiv. the chapter throughout ; for if any man be 
ignorant let him be ignorant. 

And also, the apostle bids the Thessalonians, ' quench not the spirit,' 
and you tell us, ' that you have not the same spirit as tliey had in the 
primitive times :' then you may say, * how can you quench it, when you 
have it not?' then with what do you read the scriptures, but follow your 
own spirits, like the false prophets, and see nothing? 

And the apostle bids the Thessalonians, * despise not prophesying.' But 
you do not only despise it, but you deny it, for any such thing as prophecy 
to be in your church in your day ; so you deny the true edification, and 
comfort, and learning, which was and is in the church of Chrbt, as you 
may see in 1 Thes, v. and in 1 Cor. xiv. &.c. G. F. 

And nozD concerning them xchicli deny Impiration nozvadays. 

In Job, xxxii. 8. * surely there is a spirit in man, but the inspiration of 
the Almighty giveth understanding.' [Mark,] the inspiration of the 
Almighty giveth understanding. 

Xow all you that deny the in-j»iration of the Almighty, in these your 
days, to give you understandin;; ; then pray you, what understanding 
have you ? is it not that which must come to naught '? for it is written, 
' I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and will cast away the under- 
standing of the prudent.' 1 Cor. i. 19, &c. 

And in 2 Tim. iii. 16. * for all scriptures is given by inspiration of God, 
and is profitable,' &c, * that the man of God may be made perfect in all 
good works ;' not the men of the world, for they deny perfection. 

Now if all holy scripture be given forth by inspiration of God, how 
can ye know the scriptures that say, * inspiration is ceased V 

^ For the natural man perceiveth not the things of God ; for they are 
foolishness to him.' And so was not tlie prophets* and apostles' words 
foolishness to the natural men in their natural profession? 

And is it not so now to you christians, with all your tongues and lan- 
guages, that say, inspiration has ceased, and yet, * no man knows the 
things of God but by the spirit of God.' So as the scriptures were given 
forth by the inspiration of God, so they are known again by the same 
spirit. And therefore, Christ saith, •! will send you the spirit of truth, 
he shall lead you into all truth, and he shall bring to your memory the 
things that I have spoken, and he shall shew you things to come,' and so 
make them prophets ; ' and he shall take of mine, and give unto you.' 
So by this the apostles did know the scriptures, though they were un- 
learned men, many of them, outwardly : for the Holy Ghost led them into 
the truth of the prophets and holy men of God, which spake forth scrip- 
tures as they were moved by the Floly Ghost, and shewed the fulfilling 



248 

of them by Christ ; and it brought to their memories what Christ had 
spoken to them, which after they did record it, as you may see in the 
four cvaiigeli>t<^. So the scriptures, which were given forth by divine 
inspiration of (lod, is known again by divine inspiration of God. And 
they that deny divine itispiration of God nowadays, know not the scrip- 
tures, that were pi von forth by inspirations/and therefore they are all in 
heaps about them and are not like to know them but by that spirit that 
gave tliem forth, tliat key that will open them, and that tongue of the 
learned and witliout it tliey cannot read the book, though they have all the 
languages upon the earth, but have not the spirit of inspiration nowadayg* 
as they confess ; then they had better be still, and wait upon the Lord 
for it; else they will be found of the number of them that run, and the 
Lord never sent them, and speak when the I^rd never spoke unto them, 
(and come under the reproof of God, and his prophets, and the scriptures,) 
but know none of God*s inspiration ; for they that have inspiration, have 
the power and spirit they had which gave forth the scriptures : and they 
that have the form of godliness, and deny the power and spirit as the 
apostles were in, are to be turned away from ; for the apostle saith, turn 
away from such ; for they keep people always learning, and never able 
to come to the knowledge of the truth. Seeing the scriptures were given 
forth by divine inspiration, and are the things of God, they are not known 
again but by inspiration of the Holy Ghost, which leads into all truth. 
And the inspiration of the Almighty gives the understanding; and yon 
that deny inspiration, deny this heavenly understanding. And you that 
have all the scriptures, from Genesis to the Revelations, yet you know 
them not with your natural spirit of understanding, nor by all the 
tongues and languages since Babel ; for none know them but by the 
spirit of inspiration that gave them forth. 6. P* 

•/Vow concerning the Measure of the Spirit, as God hath dealt to every nuuu 

In Rom. xviL 3. it is written, * for I say, through the grace that is 
given unto me, to every one that b among you, that no man presume to 
understand above that which is meet to understand, that he understand 
according to sobriety, as God hath dealt to every man the measure of 
faith.' So you may see here, that the apostle himself, and he would 
have the church, not to presume to understand any further, but as God 
bath dealt to every man the meamre of faith ; if they did, they did pre- 
tume above their measure : so, tS||imderBtand as God hath dealt to every 
man the measure of faith, this keeps every man in the faith and in the 
grace, in their measure. But you that have not the same faith, which 
works by love, which Christ is the author and finiiber of, and walk 
despitefully against^flie spirit of grace, "^tI mp ^ftn V into wantonneflB» 
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are in the presumption, that would understand without the faith, and 
the grace and light. You go beside the apostle's doctrine, and the mea- 
■are of faith, the measure of which God hath dealt to every man. So 
every roan must look at the grace and faith which God hath dealt to 
him through Christ Jesus, who is the author of it and finisher, and 
understand and walk by it, which was the practice of the true church, 
and exhortation of the true ministers. 

And the apostle saith, in 2 Cor. x. how the * weapons of their warfare 
were not carnal, but mighty through God to cast down strong holds, 
casting down the imaginations, and every high thing that is exalted 
against the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every high 
thought, to the obedience of Christ,' &c. Now, here was the spiritual 
warfare, and the spiritual weapons ; ' for,' saith he, ' we dare not niake 
ourselves of the number, nor compare ourselves to them who praise 
themselves ; but they understand not that they measure themselvep with 
themselves:' this was a wrong measure and understanding, which the 
apostle durst not make himself of the number of such as did so, who 
kept to his own measure, neither can they who keep to the measure 
which God hath distributed to them. But do not you now measure your- 
selves by yourselves, and praise yourselves, who own not the measure, 
and do not come to the measure that God hath distributed 7 and do not 
you say, ' that God doth not distribute immediately now, as he did in the 
apostles' days ?' 

And further, the apostle saith, ' but we will not rejoice in things with- 
out our measure, but according to the measure of the rule, wherewith 
Grod had distributed unto us a measure to'Teach even unto you.' So 
here the apostles kept their joy within the measure of the rule that 
God had distributed to them: for he saith, * for we stretch not ourselves 
beyond our measure.' So here again he kept within the measure God 
had distributed to them ; and likewise, would have the church to do the 
same. 

And further, the apostle saith, ' not boasting of things which are t. 
without our measure, that is, of other men's labours ; and we hope when 
your faith shall increase, to be magnified by you, according to our rul^ 
abundantly.' Ngw, see here what was the apostle's rule, which they^ 
stretched not beyond, and did not boast out of it, nor did boast of other 
men's labours ; but this measure and this role was that which God had 
distributed unto them : and you that have gone from this rule and mea» 
sure, are not you boasting of other ami's labours ; (to wit,) of the-pn^^ 
phets and apostleiv and call that your rule, and praising yoiiiieihilB|ii ip^ 
measuring yourselves, and* stretching yourselves^ besides that —''*-- 
and rule which God hath distributed to them, and which the apostle was 
in, and exhorted oihflDi-mtftr and abo are boastiBg of thingi besides this 
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ine«isure and rule which Grod doth distribute to his church and to the 
apostles : so by this measure and rule they were to walk, which God had 
distributed to them, then and now, by which measure and rule they 
knew the scriptures and the things of God, which rule and measure God 
had distributed to them. 

And further, the apostle saith, that ' they did not rejoice or boast in 
other men's lines, or in things made ready to our hand,' or prepared 
cilready. So here you may see, the apostles kept to the rule and line 
that God had distributed to them. Now, do not you rejoice and boast 
in other men's lines nowadays ; that is, in things made ready to your 
hands, and prepared already, and say, * that is your rule,* (to wit,) the 
prophets*, Christ's and the apostles' words, which are other men*s labours 
and lines, which they suiFored for, for speaking forth the apostles', pro- 
phets' and holy men's labours, which you nyoice and boast in, which are 
other men's lines, prepared already to your hands. 

And are not you against the measure of the light, of the grace, of the 
spirit of the faith now, which we witness, with the apostles I and you 
persecute such a measure of the rule which God hath distributed, which 
we rejoice in and walk by, with which we know you are boasting in 
other men's labours, that are made ready to your hands : but let him 
that rejoiceth, rejoice in the Lord, who distributes this measure ; for, 
not he that praises himself, and looks on things after the outward appear- 
ance, is allowed ; but he whom the Lord praises, that walks according 
to the measure of the rule, as God hath distributed to him ; in this God 
hath the glory out of all hearts : and the vain rejoicer, and boaster, 
and comparers of themselves with themselves, which are not wise, and 
will boast of other men's labours and lines, and works made ready to 
their hands, that is kept down ; for that boast and joy is not of the 
Lord, neither he that praises himself; I say, that is kept down by the 
measure of the rule which God distributes; in which measure and rule 
God hath his praise. 

And the apostle saith 3 Cor. xii. 6, 7. Mest any man should think of 
me above that he seeth in me, or hearethof me, lest I should be exalted 
above measure,' &c. 

Now here you see the humility the apostle was in ; he would have 
people, or the church, not to think of him above what they see in him, 
(to wit,) his measure, though he saw things not fit to be uttered; and 
when the messenger of Satan was sent to buffet him, and he besought 
the Lord thrice, the Lord's answer was to him, *• my grace is sufficient 
for thee, and my power and strength is made perfect in weakness:' and 
in this strength, power and grace did the apostle rejoice, and in his in- 
firmities. 

And the apostle saith in Ephes. iv. 7. ' but to every one of us is given 
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grace according to the measure of the gift of Christ.' And by this 
measure of grace, the gift of Christ, they did walk, and so must all true 
christians, by which they must walk, if they will grow in grace ; and if 
they grow up to the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ, they 
must grow in grace. 

And in Gal. vi. 14. the apostle saith, ' God forbid I should rejoice, but 
in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, whereby the world is crucified unto 
me, and I unto the world ; for in Christ neither circumcision nor uncir- 
cumcision availeth any thing, but a new creature ; and as many as walk 
according to this rule, peace be upon them, and mercy upon the Israel 
of God.' G. F. 

Conceming tlie Rule, 

Now mark, you professors of the letters, that say, ^ tlie scripture is 

your rule ;' was not circumcision of the letter of the scripture ? and yet 

the apostle saith, * it avails nothing, but a new creature : Jind that which 

the apostle rejoiced in, was the cross of Christ, in which he was crucified 

to the world, and the world to him. And is not the cross of Christ the 

power of God 1 and as many as walk according to this rule, and rejoice 

in it, (to wit,) the cross of Christ, and the new creature ? I say, as many 

as walk according to this rule, peace be upon them, and mercy, and 

upon the Israel of God. For the apostle saith, * the cross of Christ is the 

power of God ;' so that the rule of the new creature in Christ he sets 

forth to be the rule. And you that have the form of godliness, and 

deny the power thereof, and the having the spirit that gave it forth now 

in your days, and call it your rule, and yet walk quite contrary to it, 

are to be turned away from ; yet not turn away from the scriptures, 

but from you, that walk contrary to them, and the spirit tliat gave them 

forth. 

And the apostle saith in Phil. iii. 10. * nevertheless, in that whereunto 

we are come, let us proceed by one rule, that we may mind one thing ; 

for he had told them with weeping of such as were enemies to the cross 

of Christ, whose end is damnation, whose God is their belly, and glory 

in their sliamc, who mind earthly things. 

Now were not they enemies to the rule then, which was the cross of 
Christ, the power of God? and what was this rule they were to walk 
by? was it not that which God had distributed to them, the spirit of God? 
for these, whose belly was their God, and gloried in their shame, and 
minded earthly things, whose end was damnation ; these were a kind of 
christians, which it is to be feared there are too many such now, which 
were enemies to the cross of Christ, which is the power of God, ^vhich 

Vol. v.— 32 
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were to be turned away from : and was not the grace of God, which 
God said should be sufficient for Paul, and his strength made perfect in 
his weakness ; was not this grace and strength a suflicient rule for Paul ? 

And doth not the apostle say, * let Christ rule in your hearts by faith 
who shall rule all nations with a rod of iron V so is not he a sufficient 
rule in the heart by faith, and a sufficient rule to rule all i.ations, Rev, 
xii. 5. yea, and sufficient to rule the heathen. Rev, xix. 15. 

And doth not Christ say, ' I will send you the spirit of truth, which 
shall lead you into all truth, and bring to your rememberance the words 
I have spoken unto you 7 

Is not this spirit a sufficient rule, that leads into all truth ? 

And in JSTeh. ix. the Lord gave his good spirit to the people, ' his good 
spirit to instruct them, and they rebelled against it' 

And were not they reproved for so doing ? and was not that a sufficient 
rule ? and are not they the sons of God that are led by the spirit of God ? 
and is not that a sufficient rule to lead and guide ? 
- And the Lord saith, ' he that hath the Son, hath life.* 

And is not here a sufficient rule ? 

And John said, * these things I have written unto you, concerning them 
that deceivj you ; but the anointing which you have received of him, 
dwelleth in you ; and you need not that any man teach you, but as the 
same anointing teacheth you all tilings, and is true, and is no lie.' 

And is not this a sufficient rule, this teacher, that people might see 
the deceivers, and shun them ? 

And the Lord saith, * I will put my laws in your m:nds, and write them 
in your hearts ; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people ; 
and they shall not teach every man his neighbour, and every man his 
brother, saying, know the Lord ; for all shall know me, from the least 
of them to the greatest of them ;* and is not this law and new covenant 
a sufficient rule to know God by ? and was not the Holy Ghost a suffi- 
cient rule, that led Moses and the prophets to give forth the scriptures? 
and was not the Holy Ghost a sufficient rule, that led the disciples and 
apostles of Jesus Christ into all truth ; and see the fulfilling of the law 
and prophets in Christ, and brought to their memories the words that 
Christ spoke, and afterwards to record them? and is not the sjime Holy 
Ghost a sufficient rule for all christians now to know God, and Christ, 
and the scriptures, and lead them all into the truth of them ; in which 
Holy Ghost they must pray and have their fellowship, seeing no man 
knows fhe things of God without the spirit of God, which searcheth ail 
things, and they are spiritunlly discerned, and the natural man perceives 
them not, they are foolishness to him ; and how can they be his rule, 
when they are foolishness to him, as in 1 Cor. iL 

And what rule had Abel, and Enoch, and Noah, and Abraham, Isaac 
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uid Jacob, and Moses, before scriptures were given forth t did not they 
walk by faith, which was the gift of God, yea, and to be perfect ? was 
not Abraham commanded to walk before him, and be perfect, which 
perfection you cannot attain unto by walking in the oldness of the letter, 
for you must serve God in the newness of life, and not in the oldness 
of the letter, Rom. vii. 6. • for the letter killeth, but the spirit giveth 
life.' 2 Cor. iiL 6. And so, was not that faith a sufficient rule for all the 
old fathers to walk by ? and must not we walk in the steps of the faith 
of our father Abraham ? Ro7n. iv. 12. 

And the apostle saith, ' but he is a Jew who is one within, and the 
circumcision is of the heart, in the spirit, and not in the letter, whose 
praise is not of meb, but of God.' 

So, is not he a christian who is one within, in the heart (and not in 
the letter,) only, whose praise is of God, and not of men, seeing that 
many may have the form of godliness, but deny the power thereof, 
which are to be turned away from : and may not such say they are 
christians, as the Jews said they were Jews, and were not, but the syna- 
gogue of Satan ? 

And the apostle said, ^ henceforth, know we no man after the flesh, 
yea, though we have known Chrbt after the flesh, yet henceforth know 
we him so no more.' 2 Cor. v. 16i 

And their fellowship stood in the spirit, and they were to know Qirist 
and one another in the spirit, and to keep the unity of the spirit, which 
is the bond of peace, yea, even of the Prince of princes' peace : but 
they that deny the having of that spirit the apostles were in, know not 
Christ, nor thefellowshigiof the saints, nor the Prince of princes' peace. 

And the apostle saith, in Rom. xv. 18. ' for I dare not speak of any 
thing which Christ hath not wrought by me, to make the Gentiles obe- 
dient by word and deed.' Now mark, did not he keep to the measure 
of the rule which Christ had wrought in him 7 

Now come, all ye priests and professors in Christendom, and try your- 
selves by the scriptures, which you say is your rule; how dare you 
speak any thing, to make people obedient in word and deed, that Christ 
hath not wrought in you or by you? are not you boasting of other men's 
lines and labours, that other men have made ready for your hands? do 
not you want the fear of God in your hearts, as was in the apostles, who 
durst not speak any thing but what Christ had wrought by them to make 
people obedient by word and deed ? ought not the apostle here to be 
your example? and then Christ would have the glory of that >vhich he 
works by you in people, and in you, and your own wills would be laid in 
the dust And therefore, is not all that which you speak to people, that 
which Christ hath not wrought in you and by you, like the false prophets, 
using your tongues, and the false apostles boast of other men's lines. 
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And the apostle saith, in Rom, iii. 24. * and we are justified freely by 
his grace, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus.' 

And in Rom. iv. 12, 10. * but unto them also that walk in the steps of 
the faith of our father Abraham:' and is not this a rule sufficient? 

And in Rom. viii. 1,2.* now there is no condemnation to them who are 
in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after the spirit ; for the 
law of the spirit of Ufe, which is in Christ Jesus, hath made me free from 
the law of sin and death.' 

Now, is not this spirit a sufHcient rule to walk by ? but you that say 
it is not the rule, do not you remain under condemnation, under the law 
of sin and death, pleading for it, and not for freedom by the law of the 
spirit in Christ on this side the grave. 

And further, the apostle saith, * but if ye mortify the deeds of the flesh 
by the spirit, yc shall live.' Therefore is not this spirit a sufficient rule 
to walk by 7 

And in 2 Cor. v. the apostle saith, ' for we walk by faith, and not by 
sight' [Mark, not by sight] The church was not to walk by sight, but 
by faith, which Christ is the author of; and is not this sufficient? and 
they who walk by faith, walk in the steps of the faith of our father 
Abraham, his faith, which was before scriptures were written? and is 
not this a sufficient rule for ail the faithful, which is testified of in the 
scripture, and was before scripture was written ; and which scripture is 
to be believed, and fulfilled, and practised, &c. 

And Ephrs. ii. 8. * by grace are ye saved, through faith, and not of 
yourselves, it is the gift of God.' So is not that sufficient to walk by, 
which saves? 

And in 1 John i. 7. * If wc walk in the light, as he is in the fight, we 
have fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ, the Son 
of God, cleanses us from all sin.' 

So is not this light sufficient to preserve the fellowship, by walking in 
it ? and is there any cleansing from all sin by the blood of Jesus Christ, 
but first they must walk in the light ? there may be a talking of the 
blood of Christ, and yet a pleading for the body of sin and death, and 
imperfections to the grave; so that only talking of the blood of Christ 
will do them but little good, and pleading for their body of sin and 
death, and imperfections to the grave, that there they may be all 
buried in the pit together, w^iere there is no repentance^ and give a man 
ten or twenty shillings to preach them a funeral sermon: and as it is in 
Heb. IX. 27. 'it is appointed unto men, that they should once die, and 
after that come to judgment.' And therefore, consider and mark this, 
and quench not the spirit which God hath given you to profit withal ; 
and do not resist the Holy Ghost, which Christ hath sent to lead you into 
all truth, and to reprove you ; and hate not the light which Christ hath 
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enlightened you withal, that you may believe in it, and walk. in it, that 
you may become children of the light, lest it be your condemnation : for 
is not the light sufficient to lead you, and guide you, and rule you, and 
to give you the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ Jesus 7 
and is not that the treasure which the saints had in their earthen vessels, 
that the excellency of the power might be of God, and not of us. 2 Cor» 
iv. And rebel not against the spirit, which God hath given you to instruct 
you, and to know the things of God by, and that in the spirit you may 
have fellowship with the saints : for if you rebel against his good spirit, 
what are all your fellowships good for? and is not God's spirit sufficient? 
doth not Christ say, * it is the spirit of the Father, that speaks in you V 
and is not that sufficient to rule and to guide, and to serve and worship 
Ood in, in spirit and truth ? 

And did not the apostle say, in Rom. i. 9. that he ' served God in the 
spirit' And is it not the duty of all christians, to serve God in the spirit? 
and is not that a sufficient rule that will teach them to know how to 
serve God, (to wit, his holy spirit,) by which spirit they may know <jod, 
and Christ, and the scriptures, and know one another in the spirit, and 
in it have fellowship, and so keep the unity of the spirit, in the bond of 
peace, yea, the bond of the Prince of princes', King of kings', and Lord of 
lords' peace, which none can take away from them ? 

And doth not Christ say, * they that worship the Father, must worship 
him in spirit and in truth ? and is not that a sufficient rule, to worship 
him in, the grace of God, wiiich brings salvation, which teacheth the 
saints ? b not this a sufficient rule to teach and to establish the heart, 
and season thy words, and bring salvation ? 

And the apostle saith, Rom. viii. 26. ' likewise the spirit also helpeth 
our infirmities.' So is not this spirit sufficient, that helps people's iniir- 
mities ? ' and the spirit itself makes intercession.' 

And in Gal. v. 16. ' I say, walk in the spirit, and ye sliall not fulfil the 
lusts of the flesh.' 

And is not this a sufficient rule for people to walk by ? 

And the apostle saith, in Gal. ii. 19, 20. ^ for I through the law am 
dead to the law, that I might live unto God ; I am crucified with Christ, 
nevertheless I live, yet not I, but Christ liveth in me; and the life that 
I now live in the flesh, I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved 
me, and gave himself for me.' pVIark,] This should be every christian's 
life and living. G. F. 

Worcester-Prison, the 9th day of the II th month, 1676. 

For cbeying tlie command of Christ, and the apostle James*s doctrine, -who 
says, * su'car not at alU Mail. v. Jam. v. 



THE BEGLXNING OF TYTHES LN THE LAW, 

AND ENDLVO OF TYTHES IJT THE GOSPEL. 

The Laic and the Commandment of the Lord concerning payment of TytheSf 
to whoTrif and ho7D they rcere to be disposed, viz. to the Levitical Priesthood 
in the Old Testament^ and how Christ is come to aid that Priesthood, Law^ 
and Commandment, by which he took the Tythes and Offerings, — By 
G.F. 

All the tythes of the land, whether of the seed of the land, or of the 
fruits of the trees, are the Lord's, they are holy unto the Lord. 

And concerning the tenths of the herds, or of the flock, even of what- 
soever passeth under the rod, ^ the tenth shall be holy unto the Lord.' 
Levit, xxvii. 40, to the end. 

* Behold, I have taken your brethren the Levites, from among the 
children of Israel, to you they are given as a gift from the Lord, to do 
the service of the tabernacle of the congregation : therefore, thou and 
thy sons with thee shall keep your priest's ofiice, for every thing of the 
altar ; and within the vail ye shall serve : I have given your priest's 
ofiice unto you, as a service of gift; and I have given to thee, the charge 
of the heave-ofierings, and thou shalt keep the charge of the altar and 
the sanctuary, and thou shalt keep the charge of the tabernacle for the 
congregation, and for all the services of the tabernacle. Numb, xviii. 6, 7. 
and the Levites shall be mine, I am the Lord.' Numb. iii. 45. 

' And behold, I have given the children of Levi all the tenths in Israel 
for an inheritance, for their services which they serve, even the service 
of the tabernacle.'* 

Neither nHist the children of Israel come nigh the tabernacle of the 
congregation, least they bear sin and die. 

But the Levites shall do the service of the tabernacle of the congre- 
gation, and they shall bear their iniquity, this shall be a statute forever 
among your generations, that among the children of Israel they have no 
inheritance, (to wit, the Levites.) 

But the tythes of the children of Israel, which they offered an heave- 
offering unto the Lord, I have given to the Levites to inherit, for they 
have no other inheritance among the children of Israel.' 

And the Lord said unto Moses, ^ thus speak unto the Levites, when ye 
take of the children of Israel's tythes, which I have given you from them 

* Christ has discharged them of this charge. 
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for jour inheritance, when ye shall offer an heave-offering of it for the 
Lord, even a tenth part of the ty the/ 

* And this your heave-offering shall be reckoned to you, as the corn of 
the threshing-floor,' (fee. 

* And thus you also shall offer an heave-offering unto the Lord, of all 
your tythes which ye receive of the children of Israel, and ye shall give 
thereof the Lord's heave-oflering to Aaron the priest.' JVunib. xviii. 

^The place which the Lord your God shall choose out of all your tribes 
to put his name there, even unto his habitation shall he seek, and thither 
ahalt thou come, and thither shall you bring your offerings and sacrifices, 
and your tythes and heave-offerings of your hands,' &c. 

' And there you shall eat before the Lord your God, and ye shall re- 
joice in all that you put your hands unto, ye and your households, 
wherein the Lord thy God hath blessed thee. For ye are not as yet 
come to the rest, &c. — But when ye go over Jordan, and dwell in the 
land which the Lord your God giveth you to inherit, and he givetb you 
rest from all your enemies round about you, so that ye dwell in safety. — 
Then there shall be a place which the Lord your God shall choose to cause 
his name to dwell there, thither shall ye bring your offerings, sacrifices, 
tythes, and your heave-offerings of your hands, &c. unto the Lord. 
— ^And ye shall rejoice before the Lord, ye and your sons, and your 
daughters, and your men-servants and maid-servants, and Levi that is 
within your gates ; forasmuch as he hath no part nor inheritance with 
you his brethren. The Lord is his inheritance according as the Lord 
promised him ; for the Lord separated the tribe of Levi, to bear the ark 
of the covenant of the Lord, and to stand before the Lord, to minister 
unto him, and to bless in his name.' Deut xiL x. 8, 9. 

< And thou mayest not eat within thy gates the tythes of thy com, or 
of the wine, or of the oil, or of the firstling of thy herd, or of thy flock. 
But thou shalt eat them before the Lord thy God, in the place which 
the Lord thy God shall choose, thou and thy son, and thy daughter, and 
thy man-servant, and thy maid-servant, and the Levite that is within 
thy gates, and thou shalt rejoice before the Lord thy God, in all thou 
puttest thy hands unto.' Deut. xii. 17, 26. 

' And take heed to thyself that thou forsake not the Levite, &c. And 
thou must eat flesh within thy gates, or what thou desirest : only the 
holy things which thou hast, and thy vows, thou shalt take, and go unto 
the place which the Lord thy God shall choose, observe and hear all 
these words which I command thee.' 

And in Deut. xiv. ' Thou shalt tnily ty the all the increase of thy seed 
year by year, and thou shalt eat it before the Lord thy God, in the place 
which he shall choose to place his name there, the tythe of thy corn, of 
thy wine, of thy oil, and the firstlings of thy herds, and of thy flocks. 
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that thou mayest learn to fear the Lord thy God always. — And if the 
way be too long for thee, so that thou art not able to carry it ; or if the 
place be too far from thee, which the Lord thy God shall chootse, and 
set his name there ; when the Lord thy God halh blessed thee.* Then 
thou shalt turn it into money, and bind up the money in thy hand, and 
shalt go unto the place which the Lord thy God shall choose. — And thou 
shalt bestow that money for whatsoever thy soul desireth afler, for oxen, 
or for sheep, or for wine, or for strong drink, or for whatsoever thy soul 
desires; and thou shalt eat it before the Lord thy God, and thou shalt 
rejoice, thou and thy household. And the Levite that is within thj 
gates, thou shalt not forsake him, for he hath no part nor inheritance 
with thee. — At the end of three years thou shalt bring forth all the 
lythe of thine increase, the same year thou shalt lay it up within thy 
gatesw — ^And the Levite, and the stranger, and the fatherless, and the 
widow, which are within thy gates, shall come, and shall eat and be 
satis6ed, that the Lord thy God may bless thee, in all the works of thy 
hands which thou dost.* Dent. xiv. 22, to the end. 

And also, in Deal, xxvi. ' When thou hast made an end of ty thing all, 
the tythes of the increase, the third year, which is the year of tytbing, 
and hast given it unto the Levite, the stranger, the fatherless, and the 
widow, that they may eat within thy gates and be filled. Then thou 
shalt say before the Lord thy God, I have brought away the hallowed 
things out of my house, and also given them unto the Levite, and unto 
the stranger, to the fatherless, and to the widow, according to thy com- 
mandments, which thou hast commanded me,* &c Here you may see 
the laws and the commandments of God concerning tythes, and who 
they were to. DeuL xxvi. 12, 13. 

And you may see how that the tythes were to be brought to the cham- 
bers of the house of God at Jerusalem. Aih. x. 37, 38. 

And in 2 Chron. xxxi. 11. how the chambers for the tythes, were in 
the house of the Lord, which was the place the Lord had chosen accord- 
ing to Moses. 

And in J\IaL iii. it was called a robbing of God and the whole nation, 
when they did not bring in their tythes into the storehouse, that there 
might be meat in his house, so it was a wronging of Levi, the stranger, 
the widow, the fatherless, from their right, for the tythes of the land 
were the Lord's, and for Levi, the widow, stranger, and fatherless, and 
so if they did not bring them in, they robbed God in his tythes and of- 
ferings, and walked contrary to the law and command of God, therefore, 
says he, ye are cursed with a curse, for ye have robbed me, even this 
whole nation. 

* Here was their own choice in laying out their tythe-money. 
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And the apostle saith, * cursed is every one that contmueth not in all 
things which is written in the book of the law to do them.' Gal. iiL 
10. and DeuL xxvii. 26. * But no man is justified by the works of the 
law in the sight of God, for the just shall live by faith ; for as many as 
are of the works of the law, are under the curse.' Gal. iii. 11. 

And Christ has redeemed us from under the curse of the law, so they 
are not under that curse that do not pay tythes now. And the apostle 
saith, ' that no man is justified by the works of the law, but by the faith 
of Christ Jesus, even as we have believed in Christ Jesus, that we might 
be justified by the faith of Christ, and not by the works of the law :' and 
the apostle saith, ^ by the works of the law no flesh shall be justified in 
the sight of God :' therefore you are not justified by the law of tythes 
and ofierings, nor outward circumcision in the sight of Grod. Gal. ii. 3. 

And Chrbt cried, ^ woe unto you scribes and pharisees, hypocriteSi ye 
pay tythe of mint, anise, and cumin, and have omitted the weighty mat- 
ters of the law, judgment, mercy, and faith, these things ye ought to 
have done, and not to have left the other undone.' Mat. xxiiL 23. and 
Jjukexi. 42. 

And in Gen. xiv. 20. ' when M elchizedek, king of Salem, brought forth 
bread and wine, he was the priest of the most high God, and he blessed 
Abraham, and Abraham gave him the tenths of all that he had taken 
in the spoil,' as also ye may see in Heb. viL 4. 

Now did ever Abraham pay tythes to Melchizedek after this time T 
or did he ever pay Melchizedek tythes before of his own yearly increase ? 
but now of the spoil of the war 1 

And did ever any of the kings or judges pay the tenths of their spoil 
of the wars afterwards ? 

* And Jacob vowed a vow, saying, if Grod will be with me, and keep 
me in this way that I go, and will give me bread to eat, and raiment to 
put on ; so I come again to my father's house in peace, then shall the 
Lord be my God : and this stone which I have set up for a pillar, shall 
be God's house, and of all that thou shalt give me, I will surely give the 
tenth unto thee.' 

Now where did ever Jacob pay tythes ? or the children of Israel in 
Egypt ? until they canrie out of Egypt and received his law, for this was 
only Jacob's condition and free vow, not a command from God, as you 
may see in Gen. xzviiL 20, 21, 22. 

And in Heb. vii. * when Abraham returned from the slaughter of the 
kings, Melchizedek, king of Salem, priest of the most high God, met him 
and blessed him, to whom also Abraham gave the tenths of all the spoils, 
80 this was not of the increase of his personal estate, neither did other 
kings or judges, (as I said before,) follow this example, to give the tenth 
of their spoils that they had gotten in war. Neither did Abraham lay 

Vol. v.— 33 
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this as a command of God, upon his own family (o pay tythcs, either of 
their personal estates, or of the wars to Melchizedek afterwards. Neither 
do we read that Jacob, or his children, did pay tythcs, till after tlicy 
came out of Kgy pt, as before it is said, by the law of God : but the apos- 
tie saith, as I may so say, * Levi, also, who received tythcs, paid tythes in 
Abraham, for he was yet in the loins of his father, when Melchizedek 
met him who received the tythes: and as for Melchizedek, his descent 
is not counted from them ;' so here the apostle goes to cut off Levi who 
received tythes, and his priesthood, and place it upon Levi, as paying 
tythes, (in Abraham.) For the apostle saith, • verily they that were of 
the sons of Levi, who receive the office of the priuslhood, have a com- 
mandment to take tythes of the people according to the law, that is of 
their brethren, though they came out of the loins of Abraham,' so here 
is the law and commandment to take tythes of their brethren, and not 
of them that was not their brethren. 

And the apostle saith, * if perfection were by the Levitical priesthood,"; 
for under it the people received the law, what further need was there 
that another priest should arise, (to wit, Christ,) after the order of Mel- 
chizedek, and not after tlie order of Aaron, who liad a law and a com- 
mandment to take tythes.' For the apostle saith, the priesthood bdng 
changed, there is made of necessity a change also of the law, for there 
b a disannulling of the commandment going before, and so the priest* 
hood changed, and the law changed by which he was made, and the 
commandment distannulled that gave him his tythes; for it is evident, 
that our Lord Jesus Christ sprang out of Judah, of which tribe, Moses 
speaks nothing concerning the priesthood, and Christ is made a priest, 
not after the order of Aaron : and yet it is far more evident, for that 
after the similitude of Melchizedek, there arises another priest, (to wit, 
Christ,) who is made not after the law of a carnal commandment, (as 
the other priests were that took tythes,) but after the power of an end- 
less life, for this law of the carnal commandment, commanded all these 
carnal things, tythes, ofienngs, to be given to Levies priesthood : and 
therefore the apostle saith, ' the law is changed by which the priesthood 
was made, and the priesthood is changed :' and the apostle saith, ' there 
b a disannulling the commandment going before, for the weakness and 
unprofitableness thereof;' so here the apostle notes both the weakness 
and unprofitableness of that law of tythes. Moreover, he saith, < the 
law made nothing perfect, but the bringing in of a better hope did, {to 
wit, Christ,) by the which we draw nigh unto God, now Christ our high 
priest was made with an oath, but the priesthood under the law was 
made without an oath,' and so Christ performs God's oath and fulfils it, 
and so ends oaths and swearing, and forbids them. 

For the Lord sware, and will not repent, thou art a priest forever 
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after the order of Melchizedek, to wit, Chrbt, by so much was Jesus 
made a surety of a better testament tlian the Old Testament, because 
Christ continueth ever, he hath an unchangeable priesthood, and the 
Levites' priesthood is changed, and their law and command: so the 
apostle did not intend here that -people should hold up Aaron's priesthood 
and tythes, but he shews a change of the law by which the priesthood 
was made, and a change of the priesthood, and a disannulling the cooi- 
mand, and setting up Christ and his priesthood that is unchangeable ; and 
shewing the unprofitableness, and the weakness of the law, and the 
commandment, and the first priesthood, and how it made nothing per- 
fect ; but the gospel brought people to Christ the better hope, which 
purified them as he is pure, through which they drew nigh to Crod. 

Now all the ty thes by the law of God and his commandment, the chil- 
dren of Israel were to pay to the Levites, and the Levitcs were to ofier 
• up the tenths of the heave-ofierings to the Lord. But Christ Jesus, it is 
I said of him, ' lo I come to do thy will O God, to take away the firsts 
[mark,] that I may establish the second, by the which will we are sanc- 
tified through the ofiering of the body of Jesus once for all, once for all 
their offerings.' So he has ended all the oiTerings, by offering up his 
own body, to wit, the ofiering of ty thes, and all other offerings ; and 
these offerers the priests ; and so he has taken away the first priesthood^ 
his law, and command, and his tythes, he has taken away his altar, and 
temple, his tabernacle, his sanctuary, and all his offices and services ; 
and all the Levitical priests, offices and services, for the first priesthood 
had his tythes for his service at the tabernacle, altar, sanctuary, and 
keeping the charge of all holy things : but all these things Christ has 
taken away, and has taken away his priesthood, and so has taken away 
his tythes, his maintenance, and taken away his offices and offerings, and 
his charge, and he hath discharged him, and so has changed his law, and 
disannulled his commandment, and so all is fallen to the ground, for God 
will have no pleasure in these ofierings which were offered by the law ; 
but Christ is come, as in the volume of the book it is written of him, ' to 
do the will of God, he taketh away the first, that he may establish the 
second ; first priesthood, first covenant, with all his tythes and ofierings.' 
For Christ, after he had offered one sacrifice for sins, forever sat down 
at the right hand of God, so this one sacrifice has ended both sacrifices 
and sacrificers. 

And alsd the tythes, their sacrifices, offerings, and maintenance in the 
time of the law, which made none perfect, 'for by one offering of Christ 
he hath perfected for ever them that are sanctified,' [mark, forever.] 
Heb, X. 

And the Levites or priests, that took the tythes for the services, 
these stood daily offering, oftentimes, the same sacrifices, which can- 
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never take away sins ; but CJhrist, after he had oflered up one sacrifice 
for sins forever, sat down at the right hand of God, who by this ofiering 
ended the first priest and his daily sacrifices. ffe6. ix. 19. And Moses 
sprinkled the book and the people with blood : but how much more 
shall the blood of Christ, through the eternal spirit, offer up himself with- 
out spot to God, purge your consciences from dead works, to serve the 
living God. So Christ is the Mediator of the New Testament, and re- 
deems from under the transgression of the first, and ends it, and sprin- 
kles the consciences and the hearts of his people with his blood, and ends 
the blood of the sacrifices which was offered and shed, which the people 
were sprinkled withal. And the Levites had the tenths for their service ; 
but Christ's blood which was shed, is the blood of the New Testament, 
which ends the blood of bulls and goats, and the Old Testament, which 
were sprinkled with their blood, and with which blood of Jesus the hearts 
and consciences of people are sprinkled from their dead works, to serve 
the living God. And the apostle saith, ^ the first covenant had ordi- 
nances of divine services, and a worldly sanctuary made with hands ;' and 
he saith, * while the first tabernacle was standing, the holiest of all was 
not yet made manifest ; but Christ being come, is an high priest of good 
things, by a greater and more perfect tabernacle, not made with hands, 
that is to say, not of this building of Aaron's and Levi's law, first cove- 
nant, first testament, with their carnal ordinances, worldly sanctuary, 
tythes, heave-offerings, &c. nor outward temple at Jerusalem, where 
they brought their tythes unta So this worldly sanctuary, worldly tem- 
ple, carnal ordinances, and the outward city Jerusalem, where they 
brought their tythes unto, and the priest that had the tythes for their 
service, and had no other inheritance in the land ; all this Christ came 
to end, who is not of this building that was made with hands, nor after 
the order of Aaron, but of a more perfect tabernacle. And so the first 
covenant waxeth old and decays, and is ready to vanish away : and so 
he is the Mediator of the New Testament, and so he ends the old with 
the covenant, and their carnal ordinances and sanctuary, their altar, and 
the priests of Levi and Aaron, and their order, and all their tythes which 
was their maintenance. So tythes are not their maintenance now from 
God ; for the law by which they were made, is taken away ; so their 
office and service is taken away, for which tythes was given them ; for 
the tribe of Levi, which had no portion in the land by the law and com- 
mand of God, but the tythes for his service. Now the law, and service, 
and priesthood, and tythes, and oflerings, and covenant, and order, and 
sanctuary, and tabernacle and testimony being taken away, and com- 
mand that gave them the tythes and offerings, they may labour and buy 
a portion of land, for there is no tythes for them ; and the apostle saith, 
* he that will not work, must not eat.' 
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Now in the time of the law, and command of God for tythes, Leri; 
tbe priest was not to eat it at all, nor to put it in his own particular 
bam, but the people were to carry it up to Jerusalem, which was the 
place the Lord did choose, and there the high priest was to offer up his 
heave-offerings of it, his tenth, and the Levite must not eat all the tythes 
himself, but the widows, fatherless, strangers, and the persons that gave 
it him, as you may see in Deut xiL 18. 

For they were not to eat it within their gates, but they were to eat 
at the place where the Lord did choose, and rejoice before the Lord, 
tiieir sons and daughters, and maid-servants, and men-servants, and the 
strangers, and the fatherless, and widow, that is within thy gates shall 
come, and shall eat and be satisfied, that the Lord thy God may bless 
thee, so all these must eat of the tythes with Levi, (which had no part 
nor inheritance with the children of Israel,) but as I said before, Christ 
has ended and changed the Levitical priesthood, and his law that com- 
manded- tythes, and the high priest's heave-offering of them, by theofier- 
ing up of himself once for all, he has ended both the offerings and priest's 
services, so Levi has no law to take tythes and wages, seeing he has no 
service for them ; blessed be God who has sent his son, which is over the 
household of God, the household of faith, and of the Jews in spirit, 
as Moses was over the household of the outward Jews, with their 
tythes and offerings, and carnal ordinances, and outward temples, which 
all are put down by Christ, who remains a priest forever, not after the 
order of Aaron, but after the order of Melchizedek. 

And they were blessed that brought their tythes to the place which 
God had chosen, and did eat them there with Levi, and the sons, and 
daughters, men-servants, maid-servants, strangers, fatherless, and widows, 
as in Deut, xiv. 

And they were cursed that did not, for they that did not, robbed Grod 
and the whole nation, as in MeU. iiL as it is said before. 

'And the apostle saith, ' cursed is every one that continueth not in all 
things which are written in the book of the law to do them ;' so you that 
take tythes, pretending the law and a command in scripture, and do not 
carry them to Jerusalem ; and if it had been too far for you to carry it 
thither, to turn into money ; the place which the Lord God had chosen, 
which was the place of offering, where the high priest must have his 
heave-offering out of them, and the widows, strangers, fatherless, sons, 
and daughters, men-servants, and maid-servants, and them that gave 
them, all might eat and praise the Lord together. Now if you have not 
continued in all these things written in the book of the law, and done 
them according to the law; if you have not, cursed is every one that 
continues not in all things which is written in the book of the law to do 
them. But they that be of faith, are blessed virith faithful Abraham, not 
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ds Levi, that payed tythes in Abraham, which after had a law, for the 
apostle cuts oiTthe out^vard circumcision in Abraham, and so the law of 
tythes to Levi in Abraham, for the promise that Abraham should be 
heir of the world, was not to Abraham and his seed through the law, but 
through the righteousness of faith, and faith was reckoned to Abraham 
for righteousness, when he was in uncircumcision, and not in circumci* 
sion. Here the apostle cuts off, not only the Levitical priesthood and his 
law, but the circumcii«ion and his law.' Rom, iv. 

And the apostle saith, * for as many as arc of the works of the law are 
under the curse.' GaL iii. 16. But Christ has redeemed us from under the 
curse of the law, being made a curse for us ; that the blessings of Abra* 
ham might come upon the Gentiles through Jesus Christ, that we might 
receive the promise of the spirit through faith. 

All these outward things, tythes, offerings, and other shadows in the 
first covenant, held up by carnal ordinances, imposed on the Jews until 
the time of reformation by Christ ; so their law is called a school-master, 
and it served till the seed came ; and a child dilTers nothing from a ser- 
vant, but is under tutors and governors, until the time appointed of the 
Father ; [mark,] then they were not always to be there in that state ; 
even so we, when we were children, were in bondage under the elements 
of the world ; now these outward things, the apostle calls them, GaL iv. 
(he world*s elements; but when the fulness of their. time was come, God 
sent forth his Son made of a woman, made under the law, to redeem 
them that were under the law, that we might receive the adoption of 
sons ; and because ye are sons [mark,] God hath sent forth the spirit of\ 
his Son into your hearts, crying Abba Father, wherefore thou art no 
more a servant but a son, and if a son, then an heir of God through 
Christ : so all that witness this, witness the time of his Father*s appoint- 
ing, and the fulness of his time is come, and the time of reformation; and 
they are redeemed out of bondage from under the world's elements, and 
they are redeemed from under the law, priest, tythes, and otTerings, hj 
him that is made under the law, and so from under the curse, by him 
that became a curse for us, and can say, * Christ is the end of the law 
for righteousness sake, to every one that believes.' 

So all the faithful walk in the steps of that faith of our father Abra- 
ham, which he had before he was circumcised; for the promise that he 
should be heir of the world, was not to Abraham, or to hb seed through 
the law, but through the righteousness of faith ; and here the apostle 
cuts oft* the law of circumcision, and also the law by which the priest 
Levi was made, and received his tythes and offerings, and so the justifi- 
cation is in the faith of Christ, and not by the works of the law that held 
up circumcision, nor the law by which the Levitical priesthood was 
made, and all his services, tythes, and maintenances for the priest and 
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his services and maintenance, tjthes and law, is put down and changed 
by Christ, who remains a priest forever ; who had a better sacri&ce than 
aU those in the first covenant ; but Christ is entered by his own blood 
into the holy place, that is not made with hands, as the Levites' chief 
priest did, which wer^ but figures of the true, but Christ the substance, 
is entered into heaven itself, having obtained eternal redemption for us, 
and now to appear in the presence of God for us, wherefore he is able 
to save them to the utmost, that come unto God by him ; seeing he ever 
lives to make intercession for them ; for such an high priest became ub 
believers and true christians, who is holy, harmless, undefiled, separate 
from sinners, and is made higher than the heavens ; so we need not daily 
those high priests that were made by the law, who offered up sacrifices 
for their own sins, and then for the people, who had tythes for their 
wages and maintenance ; for Christ offered up himself once for all, and 
ended all outward offering ; the law made high priests, who have infir- 
mities, but the^ word of an oath which was since the law, maketh the 
Bon, who is consecrated and perfected forevcrmore. Heb. vii. 28. Now 
of things which were spoken, this is the sum ; we have such an high 
priest, (to wit, Christ,) who has ended Aaron*s priesthood, and his tythes, 
law, and offerings, who is set on the right hand of the throne of the 
majesty in the heavens. And is a minister of the sanctuary, and of the 
true tabernacle which the Lord hath pitched, and not man. And so 
hath obtained a more excellent ministry than that of Moses and Levi, by 
how much more also he is the Mediator of a better covenant than the 
first, which is established upon better promises, glory to God forever. 

.Vnd whereas you do allege what Christ said to the pharisees in Luke 
xi. 42. which saith, ' woe be unto you pharisees, for ye tythe mint and 
rue, and all manner of herbs, and pass over judgment and the love of 
God, these ought you to have done, and not to leave the other undone ; 
to which I say, these things was before Christ wasoffercd up, and the 
tenths of tenths was a heave-offering, and Christ bid them go ofler to 
the priest for their cleansing, for he did not come to break the law, but 
to fulfil every jot and tittle of it ; but when Clirist was offered up once 
for all the offerings, ^hen the hiiji priests' offerings and Levi's tythe of 
mint and rue, Slc» was ended. And they that preached the gospel, said 
the Levitical priesthood was ilianged, and the law was changed, by 
which he was made, and the command was disannulled that gave him 
his tythes for his services and offerings ; and Christ was preached, and 
set up the unchangeable priest, and so Christ the Priest by offering up 
himself, has ended the first priesthood and his offerings; then Christ 
said to his apostles, ministers, and messengers, ' freely ye have received, 
freely give,' so people may keep their tythe of mint, and their rue, and 
other herbs and things to themselves, for Christ has taken away the law 
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(hat gave them: for the apoetle was to go without bag or scrip ; there- 
fore, they were not to take people's mints and herbs, as the Levitical 
priesthood did by the law ; but Christ has changed this law and him, 
and put down his office ; therefore, Levi has no power to take theai of 
people, and therefore, people may keep them to themselves ; for where 
there b no law there is no transgression for not paying of them ; but 
Christ remains an unchangeable Priest forever, who by the offering up 
himself, has ended all their offerings, and all people must come to God 
bj^him, who is consecrated a new and living way. Hd). x. 

; So Christ has ended old Levi's priesthood, with his old wages, his old 
tythes and offerings, and his old altars; and his old temple, and his old 
carnal ordinances, and his old ofierings, and his old washings, and old 
tabernacle made with hands, and his old testament, which is sprinkled 
with the blood of bulls and goats, and his old covenant, and the old 
worldly sanctuary, and the old shadows and sacrifices: Christ, I say, has 
ended all these things by the one ofiering and sacrificing of himself once 
for allnsmd is set down at the right hand of God above them all, and 
over them all ; and none comes to God but through him, and by him, 
and Chrbt hath appeared to put away sin, by the sacrificing of himself; 
and after Christ had ofiered one sacrifice for sins, he forever sat down at 
the right hand of God, so he hath ended the Levitical priesthood that 
eflfered up for their own sins, and then for the sins of the people ; so 
Qirist I say has ended their work and their service ; so likewise he has 
ended the tythes which was for their wages. And every one's faith is to 
stand in Christ the author of it, and to live by it, and walk by it, if they 
be justified, and come into the heirship with faithful Abraham. 

And after Christ was risen, he.said unto his disciples, Luke xxiv. ' while 
I was yet with you, I told you, that all things must be fulfilled which 
were written in the law of Moses, and in the prophets, and in the psalms 
concerning me ;' so the law and the prophets are fulfilled in Christ, and 
he is the end of them; who is the first and the last, the beginning and 
the ending, the amen. G. F. 

i-The 1st day of the 7th months 1676. j 

A Postscript, 

* Unto the tribes of Levi, Moses gave no inheritance, the Lord God of 
Israel was their inheritance, as he said unto them,' in JSTumb. xviii. 20, 21. 

' And behold I have given the children of Levi, all the tenths in Israel, 
for an inheritance for their service, even the service of the tabernacle 
of the congregation : so the eleven tribes had the land by lot, as in 
Joshuay xiii. xiv. 
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So the law served, and the priests did their service about the taber- 
nacle, till Christ came and was ofiered up. 

For when the fulness of time was come, God sent forth his Son, made 
of a woman, and made under the law, to redeem them that were under 
the law, that they might receive the adoption of sons, which many wit- 
ness at this day. 

And so Christ has ended the Levitical priesthood, and his service, and 
has taken away the first priesthood, that he may establish the second, 
who is made higher than the heavens, who hath not entered into the 
worldly sanctuary or tabernacle, but into the holy place by his own 
blood. 

* And has ended the first covenant, and has made the first old, and it 
was ready to vanish away, in the days of the apostles.' Hd). viii. 

And so Christ Jesus the heavenly priest, hath discharged Levi of his 
services at the altar, tabernacle, and temple, and of his outward ark, 
and of all his ofierings and sacrifices, and his heave-ofierings of his tythes, 
which he was to shake to and fro, east, west, north, and south, which was 
a type of Christ's ofiering up himself, once for all their ofierings. 

And so Christ having discharged him of his offices, and taken away 
his temple, altar, tabernacle, sanctuary, blood of bulls and goats, and 
tythes, the priest's wages and portion for his service, and his ofieringB 
which he was to feed upon, which had no lot nor inheritance in the land* J 

Now he may take himself a plantation, or buy himself land, for Christ 
lias taken away his ofierings and his law, and the command that gave 
him his tythes, for he must expect no more tythes. 

So now Grod has no work for him at outward tabernacles, nor to ofier 
outward sacrifices ; for he has no law nor power from Grod to take wages, 
to wit, tythes, for any such services. 

For Christ has ofiered up himself once for all their ofierings, and is a 
priest, not after the order of Aaron, but after the order of Melchizedek. 

So Levi was to have no portion but the tenths of Israel. 

Now Christ has ended this Levitical priesthood and his tenths, for his 
service, which he served in it by the law, till the seed Christ came, 
which in the fulness of time, that God sent forth his Son which was the 
time of reformation out of those things, and a time to take away the 
first, to establish the second, the everlasting priest, and the everlasting 
covenant 

And he took away the circumcision in the flesh, and he established 
the circumcision in the spirit 

And so if Levi should plead for the tenths of Israel now, he is aa 
usurper of authority, for he has no law nor command from Crod, for so 
doing. 

Vol. v.— 34 
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And Qirist has died for alL and enlightened all men ; that all might 
believe in the light, and become children of the light 

And his gospel of salvation is preached unto all men, and to every 
creature under heaven ; and the grace of God has appeared to all men, 
ivhich is the true christian's teacher. 

And so all the believers in the light, are the children of the light, and 
are grafted into Christ that died for them, and eats the flesh and drinks 
the blood of the heavenly man, and so feeds upon Christ Jesus their 
sacrifice. 

And so all the circumcised in heart, men and women, feed upon the 
sacrifice ; and are the royal priesthood, offering up spiritual sacrifices. 

And God has made us (to wit, the true church,) kings and priests ; and 
has redeemed us from the earth, so to reign over the devil and the earthf 
and so to ofier up spiritual sacrifices. 

And these priests that God has made, ofiers up no earthly sacrifices, 
therefore, they will not have earthly tythes, for they see the Levitical 
priesthood taken away, that took them, which was the first. 

And they do see Christ, the second established, a priest forever, made 
higher than the heavens, who is over all from everlasting to everlasting, 
the first and last G. F. 



THE SPIRITUAL MAN CHRIST JESUS, 

The Blessed Seed, Light of Life, Purger of Conscience, Healer of Nations, 

and Restorer of Mankind. 

How all Nations are blessed in the Seed Christ Jesus, that bruiseth the Head 
of the Serpent and his Seed that brought the Curse ; and something fur^ 
ther, haw all men and voomen in Adam, in the Transgression, their Spirits 
are dark, and how Christ the Spiritual Man enlightens their Spirits (their 
Candles,) and how that no meat that goes into the belly defiles the man ; 
and how Christ is the Purger of the Soul, Conscience, and Hearty and 
Mmdj of all those evil things that have gotten into man and woman by 
Transgression, who bruises the Head of the Serpent^ and makes all things 
clean to man, and brings him to the blessed state as he wa^ irt at the be- 
ginning. — By G. F. 

The Lord said unto Abraham, ' because thou hast obeyed my voice, 
all nations of the earth shall be blessed in thy seed.' Gen. xxiL 16. 

Now this was the promise of God to Abraham, of whom Christ came 
according to the flesh. 

■ .« ^1 
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So the promise was not to seeds, as many, but unto one seed, which is 
Christ ; which seed bruises the head of the serpent. 

And so all people and nations must be in this seed, as they have been 
in the seed of the serpent, which brought the curse,' woe, and misery, 
and darkness upon mankind, if they have the blessing and promise. 

For as the apostle said, * every one which hath received Christ, which 
was the seed, they must walk in him.' 

For Abraham had obeyed God, first in forsaking his father's house and 
native country, ways, religions, and worships of idolatry : and he obeyed 
God in that, and in offering up his only son ; and in many other things as 
God commanded him, as you may see in Genesis, 

And God said unto him, ' walk before me, and be thou perfect :' and 
80 must all nations of people, forsake all their native country, religionfl, 
and ways which they have made, and idolatries, and come into the seed 
before they can be perfect : for the cry is amongst them, and hath been, 
there is no perfection here on this side the grave. 

But I say nay, the perfection is in the seed, which brought Abraham 
to obey, which the promise is unto, in which all nations are blest, in whom 
the perfection is. 

And so all nations must walk in this seed before God, if they will be 
perfect and blessed ; which seed bruises the head of the devil, that mnAt 
man and woman imperfect. 

In which seed all know their election before the world began, and 
their foundation. 

And this is the seed which all the prophets gave testimony of, and 
the apostle preached it (Christ Jesus.) 

And now if all the world and Christendom have all the words given 
forth from the seed, in Abraham, the prophets, and David, and all the 
apostles, and have not the seed, they have but the sheep's clothing, the 
outside, the wool, and are feeding upon the words. 

But Christ saith, ' except ydu eat my flesh, and drink my blood, ye 
have no life in you : for the wool is but the outside and clothing of the 
sheep ; it is not flesh and blood. 

And therefore, Christ saith, *■ except you eat my flesh, and drink my 
. blood, you have no life in you ;' and his flesh and blood is not wool, the 
outside, the sheep's clothing. 

So they may have all the words of Christ, and the prophets and apos- 
tles, and yet feed upon the dust like the serpent, have the sheep's cloth- 
ing, but have no life in them ; except they eat the flesh of Christ, and 
drink his blood, who came down from heaven. 

For as Christ said, * search the scriptures, for they do testify of me, 
but you will not come tinto me that you might have life.' 
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So Christ is not the writings, but the thing which the writings testifies 
of, nor flesh and blood is not wool nor clothing. 

Now all people are dark, as they are in Adam in the transgression, 
and dead from that image, righteousness, and holiness, that he was 
made in. 

And David said, * the Lord had enlightened his candle,' and the spirit 
of man is called, * the candle of the Lord ;' and whilst man is in his 
natural state, he knows not the things of Grod, though the natural man 
with his natural spirit, may know the things in themselves that be natu- 
ral, but he cannot know the things of God, but as the Lord enlightens 
his candle. 

For as natural men and women in the night cannot see what is in their 
bouses, without a candle which they light at a natural fire, which gives 
light to the natural eye : so man*s spirit is lighted by God and Girist's 
divine light and fire, by which they see with the heavenly eye what is in 
their house and inward parts. 

For all the household of Adam in the transgression are dark, both in 
their minds, spirit, and soul. 

And they that follow their own spirits, see nothing ; now every man 
that Cometh into the world, being enlightened by Christ, which is called 
the light of the world ; and the light that enlightens every man, and 
man's mind, soul and spirit, being turned to this light, this divine light 
of the spiritual and heavenly man, enlightens his spirit, his candle; then 
with this divine, heavenly light, which has enlightened his spirit, mind, 
and soul, he finds the pearl in his own field, and then he keeps close to 
the Lord, and in his counsel, and goes and sells all that he has gathered 
with his own spirit in the darkness, and in Adam in the fall, that he maj 
purchase this field, and the pearl in it ; and the candle being lighted, 
he sees the leaven which has lain within him, to leaven him up into 
the new living lump ; and be sees the seed of the kingdom within. 

For the parable of the woman that lost the piece of silver, after she 
had lighted her candle at Christ's divine light, her mind, spirit and soul, 
being turned to the divine light of Christ, she swept her own house with 
God's besom, his power, and threw out the rubbage which was come in 
by transgression ; and so with this divine light found the divine silver, or 
treasure, in her own house. 

So the natural man with his natural spirit, knows the things of the 
natural man, and knows not the things of God ; but his spirit being en- 
lightened, which is the candle of the Lord, with this divine light, it gives 
him the knowledge of the divine and heavenly things, and of his king- 
dom, and the world that has no end. 

So here is no more saying, * lo here, or \o there is the kingdom, as they 
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do that hate his light; for they that hate the divine light of Christy 
hate that which should light their candle, their spirit.' 

And therefore, as it is said, ' how oft is the candle of the wicked put- 
out,' for when they turn from the light, and disobey the truth, as Adam, 
and the Jews, and those called christians, they follow their own spirits, 
their candle being put out, and see nothing ; but one cries, lo here, and 
another cries, lo there, in the dark ; and one says, lo here is Christ the 
way ; and another cries, there is the way ; but all in the dark. 

But none sees Christy or sees the way, or sees the word, but whose 
minds, and spirits, and souls are turned to the divine light of Christ, which 
enlightens their spirits, their candle, and then they see Christ the way, 
the truth, and the life, and the light gives them the knowledge that 
shines in their hearts, that has enlightened their spirits. 

Now disobedience, and loving the darkness rather than the light, puts 
out this candle, and so the candle of the wicked is often put out 

But they that love the light which enlightens their souls, minds, and 
spirits, it gives them the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of 
Christ Jesus; so that they come to see Christ, who is the mystery, and 
follow him, and be his disciples. 

Now in the days of Christ there was a pharisee bid him to dinnery 
Mciit. XV. and Mark vii. and the pharisee wondered at Christ's disciples 
eating with unwashed hands. 

But Christ said, ' ye fools, did not he that made that which is without, 
make that which is within also ; therefore, give alms of all those things 
which ye have.' Mark vii. 18. * for behold all things are clean unto you.' 

And in Mark vii. Christ spoke unto the people this parable, ' there is 
nothing from without a man, that entering into him can defile him ; but 
the things which come out of him, those are they that defile the man.' 

And again, Christ said unto his disciples, ' what are ye without under- 
standing also 7 do ye not know, that whatsoever thing from without, en- 
tereth into a man, it cannot defile him.' 

' Because it entereth not into his heart, but into the belly, and goeth 
out into the draught, which is the purging of all meats.' 

^ But that which cometh out of the man, that defileth the man, for 
from within, even out of the hearts of men, proceed evil thoughts, adul- 
teries, fornications, murders, thefts, covetousness, wickedness, deceit, 
lasciviousness, an evil eye, backbiting, blasphemy, pride, foolishness. 
All these evil things come from within, and defile the man,' which are 
the evil things, the sins which Christ purgeth. 

And John the Baptist saidj^ * I indeed baptize you with water unto re- 
pentance ; but Christ that cometh after me, is mightier than I, whose / 
shoes I am not worthy-cto unloose, [or bear,] he shall baptize you with the 
Holy Ghost, and with fire, whose fan is in his hand, and he i^l tho- 
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rougUy purge his flour, and gather his wheat into his gamer, and bum ' 
up the chafl* with unquenchable fire.' 

So Christ is the purger of the heart, mind, soul, spirit, and conscience, 
and the body inwardly ; for Christ is mightier than John, in his concep- 
tion, birth, and power, and miracles. 

And the draught purgeth all meats that goeth into the mouth, and so 
into the belly, and so into the draught : and so whatsoever goeth into 
the mouth, doth not defile the man, for he that is holy and pure, made 
that without, and made that within ; and all that he made was good 
and blessed. 

And who may abide the day of his coming, and ' who shall stand when 
he appeareth, for he is like a refiner*s fire, and like fullers* soap, and he 
shall sit as a refiner, and purify of the sons of Levi, and purge [mark, 
purge,] them as gold and silver, that they may offer an oiTcring in righte- 
ousness.' MaL iii. 3. 

And in Ileb. ix. 14. ' Christ with his blood purge your consciencics from 
dead works to serve the living God ;' so he is the purger of the heart 
and conscience with his blood. 

And in Heb. i. 3. * when Christ by himself had purged our sins, sat 
down at the right hand of God ;' so it is Christ that purgeth away our 
sins, which are within. 

* And every branch, (saith Chrbt,) he purgeth, that it may bring forth 
more fruit.' John xv. 

So Christ is the purger of the conscience and heart, soul and spirit, 
with his blood, and purgeth away our sins. 

And so they that look at Chrbt, will not plead for a purgatory to 
purge them afler death, nor plead for a body of sin and death to the 
grave. 

And Christ is the purger of the branches that is grafted into him, 
• that they may bring forth more fruit' 

Now there is that which pui^cth all meats, through which the crea- 
ture is not defiled by them ; so that the creature is not defiled by meats, 
for the draught purges them. 

Now that which comes out of a man, defiles him, as is before men- . 
tioned, and all these evil things has come into man by the fall and trans- 
gression ; for it was not in him in the beginning before the fall, when 
God made him in his image ; and therefore it is come into man and 
woman by transgression which has defiled them. 

And now to have all these evil things purged out of man, which has 
got into them by transgression, which has defiled his heart, his soul, his 
mind, his conscience, his spirit ; that which purges this out of him, is 
the blood of Christ, who by his blood and fiery baptism hath purged out 
oar sins, and sanctifies us. 
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So they 'that be without understanding, pharisee-like, know not {hat 
whi^h purges all meaits ; and also know not Christ, and is without the 
understanding of him who purges with his blood, the mind, heart, bou1» 
spirit, and conscience, with his blood, through which they come to serve 
the living God. 

And all they that plead for a purgatory when they are dead, to purge 
them ; and they that plead for a body of death and sin to the grave, and 
forbid meats, as if they should defile them, that goes into the belly, and 
so into the draught, the purger that purges all meats, they are as blind 
as the Jews, chief priests, and pharisees, and are as ignorant of him that 
purges the conscience, to wit, Christ Jesus, the seed in whom all nations 
are blest, and therein sanctified and reconciled to God, all things in heaven, 
and all things in the earth, and receives his blessing and promise in the 
seed, and sees all things is blest and clean to them, as they were in the 
beginning, by Christ Jesus. G. F. 

The 1th months 1676. 



ChrisVs Parable of Dives and Lazarus, for all called Christians^ and others f 

to consider. 

All people in Christendom, and ebewherc, consider in your lifetime 
the parable of Christ, concerning the rich man, and Lazarus the beggar. 

For Christ saith, * there was a certain rich man, who was clothed iu 
purple and fine linen, and fared sumptuously every day.' 

* And there was a certain beggar named Lazarus, who lay at his gates, 
(to wit, at the rich man's,) full of sores ; and desiring to be fed with the 
crumbs which fell from the rich man's table, (to wit, the poor man Laza- 
rus,) moreover, the dogs came and licked the sores of the poor man.' 

* And it came to pass that the be^ar died, and was carried by the 
angels into Abraham's bosom.' 

' The rich man also died, and was buried ; and in hell he lifted up his 
eyes, being in torment, and seeth Abraham afar ofi) and Lazarus in his 
bosom : and the rich man cried, and said, father Abraham, have mercy 
on me, and send Lazarus, (to wit, the beggar,) that he may dip the tip 
of his finger in water, and cool my tongue, (to wit, the rich man's,) for 
I am tormented in this flame. But Abraham said to the rich man, son, 
remember that thou in thy lifetime received thy good things, and hadst thy 
pleasure ; and likewise Lazarus the beggar, the evil things, but now he 
is comforted, and thou art tormented.' 

And besides all thii, between us and you there is a great gulf fixed» 
(to wit, Abraham and the beggar, and the rich man in hell,) so that 
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they who would pass from hence to you cannot, neither can they pass 
to us, that would come from thence/ (to wit, the rich man that hath lived 
in pleasures upon the earth.) 

•Then he said, (to wit, the rich man in hell,) I pray thee, therefore, 
father, that thou wouldst send him to my father's house, for I have five 
brethren, that he may testify unto them, lest they also come into this 
place of torment.' 

* And Abraliam said unto the rich man in hell, they have Moses and 
the prophets, let them hear them,' (to wit, while they be upon the earth.) 

And the rich man in hell said, * my father Abraham, but if one went 
unto them from the dead, they will repent ; and Abraham said unto him, 
if they hear not Moses, nor the prophets, neither will they be persuaded, 
though one come from the dead.' Luke xvL 

Nor now they that will not hear Christ and his gospel ; and if they 
will not hear Christ and his gospel, they will not hear one that cometh 
from the dead : so the christians in profession without possession, are like 
the Jews that would not hear Moses and the prophets, nor one come 
from the dead. 

But the Jews did seek to put Lazarus to death, (whom Christ had raised 
from the dead,) because by reason of Lazarus, much people were turned 
unto Christ, and did believe on him, that Christ had raised him from the 
dead. They were as mad against Christ and his miracles, as they are 
now against his Ught, which is his life in the word. 

Now all ye great and rich men upon the earth, that fare sumptuously 
every day, of what sort soever, Jews, Heathens, Turks, or Christians, 
consider the parable of Christ on the rich man, who had not compassion 
on poor Lazarus ; and the rich man*s kindred nor himself regarded not the 
law, nor the prophets, neither would they regard one if he came from 
the dead, to tell them of the misery that this rich man was in, when he 
was in hell. 

Now you that are called christians, and others, that fare sumptuously 
every day, that be the rich men, do you regard the poor Lazaruses? do 
you regard the life and practice of the law and prophets ? and do you 
regard the life of Christianity, and the life and practice as Christ and the 
apostles command ? 

But, have you not slighted God's messengers and prophets, and servants, 
sons, and daughters, and hand-maids, that have been moved of the Lord 
God to warn you in your lifetime, of the torment and misery of hell fire 
that this hard-hearted rich man fell into when he was dead. 

And such as have exhorted you who are alive, and would have turned 
you to the Lord, you have prisoned, persecuted and banished: and do 
you not think that your end will be like this rich jum's, when he died. 
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who went into hell fire ? and poor Lazarus, whom he had not compaasioii 
on, went into heaven. 

And do you not think, that all these poor Lazaruses, that you have 
persecuted, and do persecute, that when they die, they will not be car- 
ried into Abraham's bosom ? when in hell you arc tormented, that you 
will cry like this rich man in hell, to Abraham to send one of his poor 
Lazaruses to dip the tip of his finger in water, to cool your tongues, 
which are scorched with the flames of hell fire ? 

But then consider what Abraham's answer will be to you, you who 
have received the good things in your lifetime, and had your pleasure, 
and the poor Lazaruses the evil things. 

But Abraham tells you, though he calls you sons, ' there is a great 
gulf betwixt you and him ; and he cannot come to you, neither can you 
come to him.' 

And Abraham will say unto you, ' remember, how in your lifetime 
you fared sumptuously every day, and received the good things, and 
likewise the poor Lazaruses the evil things from you, who had no com- 
fort amongst you.' 

But now the poor Lazaruses are comforted in Abraham's bosom, after 
they are dead, and after you are dead, you are tormented in hell fire, 
for all your purple coats, and gorgeous apparel, and your faring sumptu- 
ously every day. 

And therefore, all ye hard-hearted rich men, be warned, and mind 
the law and the prophets, and Christ and the apostles, and walk as they 
commanded ; and mind the poor Lazaruses, and not talk only, if you 
will escape hell fire : and this you must mind in your lifetime, or else 
when ye are dead ye must go to hell fire, and there be tormented, ai 
the rich man was when he was dead, and could not come out to Abra- 
ham, nor Abraham to him. 

And do not you think that he was a jolly fellow, while he was upon 
the earth, with his dogs and his sumptuous fare, and apparel of purple 
and fine linen. 

Now this parable Christ spoke to the covetous pharisees, which justi- 
fied themselves, and derided Christ 

And therefore, consider, all ye rich men that are called christians, and 
others that do fare sumptuously every day, and are clothed in purple 
and fine linen, that deride the life that is in Christ, which lighteth every 
man that comes into the world ; do you regard the poor Lazaruses, the 
poor beggars that lie in your gates full of sores? 

And do you consider whither ye must go when ye die? do you think 
upon this rich man where he is? and where poor Lazarus is ? you that 
receive the good things in your lifetime, remember now while you are 
alive, and do not eat and dxwk without the fear of God, to make your* 
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selves wanton, lest you be lifted up, and regard not the poor, and look 
loftily and disdainfully upon your fellow creatures that be in miseiyf 
lest the time come that you come into torment with the rich man, when 
they are comforted in Abrciham's bosom. 

For you hear what Christ said in his parable, and what Abraham 
saith: Abraham tells the rich man that is tormented in hell, that ' there 
is a great gulf fixed between the rich man in hell, and Lazarus and 
Abraham : so that they who would pass from Abrciham to the rich man 
in hell cannot, neither can they from hell pass unto Abraham, that would 
come from thence.' 

So this doth manifest, that when the wicked die they go to hell ; so 
there is no purgatory, nor middle place, as some imagine : and they in 
hell cannot pass to Abraham, nor Abraham to them, so there is no pray era 
that will get them out of hell fire. 

And therefore, consider ye this, that fare sumptuously every day, and 
are clothed in your purple and fine Hnen, and regard not the poor, lest 
the day of your visitation do pass over your heads, and you do continue 
in your wickedness and die in your sins ; for the wicked must be turned 
into hell, and all that forget God. 

For this rich man in hell cried unto Abraham to have mercy upon 
him, and for him to send poor Lazarus that he might dip the tip of his 
finger in water to cool his tongue ; for he was tormented in the flame in 
hell fire. 

Now Abraham could shew him no mercy, that was in hell fire, nor 
Lazarus, they could not comfort this rich man with as much water as 
they could take up on the tip of their finger ; so there was no comfort 
to be shewed to him. 

And though Abraham called him son, this was a parable to the Jews, 
who professed themselves children of Abraham, and did not do the works 
of Abraham. 

So this parable may stand to them that profess themselves christians, 
and do not the works of chrbtianity. 

And when they be in hell, what good will all their riches, and their 
sumptuous fare, and their fine linen and purple do them? when they 
live without mercy and compassion in their lifetime, and without the 
fear of God, and go to hell fire, and be in torment when they die. 

And therefore, for them to see the poor despised be^ar Lazarus in 
happiness in Abraham's bosom, and a great gulf fixed between them in 
hell, and the poor that be in Abraham's bosom, that Abraham and the 
beggar cannot pass to them in hell, neither can they pass to them in 
heaven. 

And therefore, what doth all your pleasures and sumptuous fare and 
apparel avail you, whose dogs have more "compassion upon the poor than 
jou in your lifetime. 
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Abraham tells you the reason, how that there is a great gulf fixed be- 
tween you and them, as aforesaid : and therefore remember this in your 
lifetime, and be warned, and repent, and while you have time prize it : 
this is the day of your visitation, who live in pleasures and fulness, and 
wantonness, despising the poor, and persecuting the just and innocent; 
and comforting yourselves with your pleasures, and things of this world : 
and nourishing your hearts, as in a day of slaughter, and living wantonly 
upon the earth. 

And live neither according to the law of Moses, nor the prophets ; nor 
according to the gospel of Christ Jesus, though they all tell you what 
misery will be your end, yet you will not hear them, nor obey them. 

And therefore, if you will not hear neither the gospel, the law, nor the 
prophets, then hear what the rich man in hell saith to you in his tor- 
ment, as in Luke xvi. 

For neither Abraham nor Lazarus could help him, nor comfort him, 
nor shew him any mercy, who had shewed no mercy in his lifetime. 

So you may see plainly by Christ's own words, here is no purgatory or 
middle place; but when the wicked die they go to hell, and the just are 
carried into Abraham's bosom with the angels. 

And when this rich man could get no hope of any comfort in heU from 
Abraham and Lazarus, he was so tormented, that he desired Abraham 
that he would send to his father*s house ; for he had five brethren, that 
they might testify unto them, lest they should come into that place of 
torment, to wit, heU. 

And Abraham told the rich man in hell, ' tliat they had Moses and the 
prophets, let them hear them. 

So now you have Christ to hear, and his apostles, and if you do not 
hear Christ's voice that speaks from heaven, and follow him who is the 
way to God, the truth and the life. 

Then consider and see if your way be not the rich man^s to hell, to 
his place of torment : but is it not your principle to say, that there is no 
hearing Christ's voice whilst you are alive here upon the earth ? 

Oh ! therefore be warned, and be serious, and consider your latter end, 
and now you have time prize it, lest you say, you had time, when it is 
pa>*t. 

For if you do not prize your time whilst you are upon the earth, 
Christ tells you, you must go to hell : nay, though you call Christ Lord, 
and say you have preached in the streets, yet if you be found workers of 
iniquity ; though you may have preached Christ's death and resurrection, 
and prophesied in his name, yet, if ye be found workers of iniquity, Christ 
will say unto you, ' depart from me, I know ye not ; go ye cursed into 
everlasting punishment, prepared for the devil and his angels.' 

And though you may say as many prayers, as the babbling pbarigees 
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did three times a day, and call Christ Lord, and do not the things which 
he commands, he tells you, ' ye shall not enter into the kingdom of God.* 

For Christ tells you, it is those that ^ do the will of his Father, which 
is in heaven, that enter into the kingdom of God.' 

And therefore, do not vex, nor quench, nor grieve the spirit of God, 
which is given unto you, to instruct you to shun the ways of sin and evil, 
and pleasures, which lead to hell. 

And do not hate the light which Christ hath enlightened you withal, 
that shines in your dark hearts, which would give you the knowledge 
of your lost state, and of your sins, and of Christ that saves you from 
your sins. 

And do not walk despitefuUy against the spirit of grace, nor turn it 
into wantonness ; which grace of God that brings salvation, hath appeared 
unto all men, to teach them, and to bring them salvation. 

I say, to teach you to live soberly, and godly, and to deny all unrighte- 
ousness, and ungodliness, which leads to hell. 

And if you do hate the light, and quench his spirit, and walk despite- 
fuUy against the spirit of grace, and turn it into wantonness, God and 
CSirist will be clear of you, when you are condemned to hell fire, and in 
it roar. 

For, what could Grod do more for you, who sent his Son to die for you, 
and sent hb grace, which hath appeared to all men to teach them, and 
bring their and your salvation ; and poured out of his spirit upon all 
flesh ; and his Son hath enlightened every man that cometh into the 
world ; and he bids them ' believe in the light, that they may become 
children of the light' 

And sent his apostles and disciples into all nations, to preach the gos- 
pel unto every creature freely, as they had received it freely ; and yet 
you do hate his light, and quench his spirit, and resist it, and turn hia 
grace into wantonness, and not obey his gospel but persecute his free 
messengers of it, and so do not the thing which God and Christ com- 
mands ; but live in pleasure and wantonness, and despise the poor, and 
persecute the just; how can you expect any other end, but this rich 
man's in hell ? 

And acknowledge that God and Christ were just and merciful all your 
lifetime to you, before he gave you up to your heart's lusts, which you 
walked after, who resisted his grace and spirit, and his servants and mes- 
sengers, that admonished you, within and without 

Now if any should imagine, that by giving means unto priests, that 
they can pray your souls out of purgatory, or middle place, Abraham 
and Christ tell you no tach thing ; but tell you, you cannot come to 
Abraham, nor Abraham unto you, when you are dead, and in hell. 

A.nd therefiire, be waned in your lifetime, for there is no repentance 



277 

in the grave, it must be in your lifetime, and before you go to the grave : 
for, ' as the tree falls so it lies,' therefore, consider this while you be 
alive. 6. F. 

The 7th month, 1670. 



A TESTIMONY 



For all Masters of Ships, and Seamen to read aoer ; and to see whether you 
be in the true faith that the true Christians and Holy Men of Godivere in, 
and if you be not, then turn to the Lord Jesus Christ, who is the author 
and finisher of the Holy, Divine, and Precious Faith ; and then by this 
faith your hearts may be purified^ and with your hearts you may believe, 
and with your mouths ye may make confession unio Salvation, Rom, x. 

And Christ saith, * every one that is of the truth, heareth his voice^^ John xviiL 
37. And now every one that is not of the truth heareth not his voice, and 
say, there is no hearing of it nowadays. 

And here you may see how Christ called Fishermen and Seamen to be his 
disciples, as followeth ; and how Christ commanded the winds, and they 
obeyed him ; and how that the Lord God holds the winds in his fist, and 
raises a storm, and makes a calm, so that all are to serve and fear him* 

' Quench not the Spirit, despise not Prophesying ; prove all things, holdfast 
that which is good J 1 Thes. xix. 20, 21. 

TTiosewho quench the Spirit, and despise Prophesying are not like to prove 
all things, nor holdfast that which is good, — By G, F, 

* After that John was put in prison, Jesus came into Galilee preaching 
the gospel of the kingdom of God, and saying, the time is fulfilled, and 
the kingdom of God is at hand, repent ye, and believe the gospel.' Mark L 

From that time Jesus began to preach, and to say, ' repent ; for the 
kingdom of heaven is at hand.' 

* And Jesus walking by the sea of Galilee, saw two brethren, Simon, 
called Peter, and Andrew hb brother casting a net into the sea, (for they 
were fishers.) 

And Jesus said unto them, < follow me, and I will make you fishers of 
men,' and they straightway left their nets and followed him. 

' And Jesus going on from thence, he saw two brethren, James the son 
of Zebedce, and John his brother, in a ship with Zebedee their father, 
mending their nets, and he called them.' 

^ And immediately they left the ship and their fieiAer, and followed 
Jesus.' Matt. iv. 17. to 22. Mark I 15, to 20. 
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Now here all ye seamen and fishermen, and all people may see, these 
four disciples of Christ their call, and what trades they were of, fisher- 
men, and seamen ; tliesc and such were more like to follow Jesus then^ 
and now, than the high priests that had the tythes, and such as have 
great benefices. 

Wut Qirist is the same to-day, as he was yesterday, and so forever ; 
for it was not many, mighty and rich, but the |)oor that received the 
gospel. 

' And when Jesus was entered into a ship, his disciples followed him, 
and behold I there arose a great tempest in the sea, insomuch that the 
ship was covered with waves ; but Jesus was asleep.' 

' And his disciples came to him and awoke him, saying Lord save us, 
we perish.' Mark, in the time of a storm these fishermen came to 
Christ, and so should all seamen do now. * And he said to them, why are 
ye fearful, O ye of little faith ? then he arose and rebuked the winds, 
and the sea, and there was a great calm.' 

* But the men marvelled, saying, what manner of man is this, that 
even tlie winds and the sea obey him.' 

Now all ye seamen and fishermen, let your eyes be to Christ, and your 
faith in him that hath all power in heaven and in earth given to him, 
and he can still the storms, and tempests, and waves of the sea, and 
make it calm. 

And so Christ it is that saves you from perishing outwardly, and eter- 
nally, a^ you may see, MatL viiL 23, to 27. and Mark iv. 3G, to 41. and 
Luke viii. 22, 23, 24, 25. 

For both the winds and the sea do obey Christ, by whom they were 
made ; therefore, fear God, and let your faith stand in him, who is the 
author and finisher of it 

' And Jesus began to teach by the sea side, and there was gathered 
unto him a great multitude, so that he entered into a ship, and there 
sat in the sea, (to wit, in the ship,) and the whole multitude was by the 
sea on the land,' as you may sec. Matt. xiiL Mark iv. 1. ' and he taught 
them many things by parables,' 6lc. 

Now would not many say, that it was not a consecrated place to teach 
the word of God in ; but I must tell you, Christ consecrates and makes 
all things and places holy. 

Now Peter, who was a fisherman, Clirist said unto him, and the rest 
of his company of fishermen, that he would make them fishers of men, 
and bid them follow him, which they did. 

And you may see in Acts ii. how Peter the fisherman, by one sermon 
that he preached, converted three thousand souls, as you may see from 
the 14th verse to the 4l8t, the beginning and end of his sermon. 

And now all ye seamen and fishermen, consider this call of Christ, 
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who ifl the same to-day as yesterday, and bo forever to you, if you 
will hear his voice ; for he stands at the door of your hearts and knocks, 
and if any will hear my voice, saith Chrbt, and open his door, (to wit, 
of his heart, by joining to his grace, light, power, and spirit,) • I will 
come in and sup with him, and he with me.' Rev. iiL 21. And so the 
sheep of Christ hear his voice and follow him. John x. for Peter the fisb- 
erman said to the Jews, how that in the last days * God would pour out 
his spirit upon all flesh, and your sons and daughters, shall prophesy, 
and your young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream 
dreams ; and on my servants, and on my hand-maids I will pour out in 
those days of my spirit, and they shall prophesy saith the Lord,' d^ 

And now if God hath poured out of his spirit upon all flesh, and you 
grieve it, and quench it, and vex it ; then how can ye prophesy, or have 
any of God's dreams or visions, or believe, or receive this fisherman's 
sermon, who was a disciple of Christ ? 

And again, in Matt. xiv. 24. Sic. * and Jesus constrained his disciples to 
go into a ship, and to go before him, &.c. But the ship was now in the 
midst of the sea tossed with waves ; for the wind was contrary. And 
in the fourth watch of the night, Jesus went unto them walking on the 
sea ; and when the disciples saw him walk on the sea, they were trou- 
bled, saying, it is a spirit, and they cried out for fear ; but Jesus spake 
unto them, saying, be of good cheer, it is I, be not afraid : and Peter an- 
swered him, and said, Lord, if it be thou, bid me come unto thee on the 
water, and he said, come ; and when Peter was come down out of the 
ship, he walked on the water to go to Jesus : but when he saw the wind 
boisterous, he was afraid ; and beginning to sink, he cried, saying, Lord* 
save me : and immediately Jesus stretched forth his hand and caught him, 
and said unto him, O thou of little faith, wherefore didst thou doubt T 
and when they were come into the ship, the wind ceased: then they 
that were in the ship, worshipped him, saying, of a truth, thou art the 
Son of God.' 

And now here all seamen and others, you may see it is Christ that 
saves, and stills the boisterous winds and waves, and makes them to 
cease ; and therefore, ye are not to doubt, but be steadfast in faith in all 
storms and tempests, and see and feel Jesus to lay hold upon you, as he 
did upon Peter, to save you from sinking in time of storms, who stills 
the waves of the sea, who is the same to-day, as he was yesterday, and 
so forever : a rock of your age, and a foundation of your generation, as 
was of former ages, as you may see. Matt* xiv. 22, to 33. and John vL 
17, to 21. 

And again in Mark vL 47, to 51. there you seamen may see, * when 
Christ's disciples entered the ship, they had forgotten to take bread, 
neither had they in the ship with them, more than one loaf/ 
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' And Christ charged them, saying, take heed of the leayen of the 
pbarisees, and of the leaven of Herod/ 

* And the disciples reasoned among, themselves, saying, it is because 
we have no bread.' 

* And when Jesus knew it, he said unto them, why reason ye because 
ye have not bread ? perceive ye not, neither understand 7 have ye your 
hearts yet hardened, having eyes, and see ye not? and having ears, and 
hear ye not V 

* For do you not remember, when I broke the five loaves among five 
thousand, how many baskets full of fragments took ye up 7 and thej 
said, twelve.' 

' And when the seven (to wit, loaves,) among ibur thousand, how 
many baskets full of fragments took ye up 7 and they said, seven. And 
Jesus said unto his disciples, how is it that ye do not understand 7' 

Now consider ye seamen, and fishermen, and others, that are not dis- 
ciples of Christ; for sometimes in your ships you have been in scarcity 
of bread ; and now here was Christ and his disciples which had but one 
loaf in the ship, and Christ convinced them that they had enough, by 
his former miracles. 

And therefore, they that have Christ, they have enough, they have by 
whom all things were made, who gives the increase, as you may see by 
his miracles. 

And therefore, it is good for every one to see with the pure eye, and 
hear with the pure ear, so that they may perceive and understand with 
the pure heart what Christ did and doth do, and what he is able to do 
in all necessities, and to take heed of Herod's and the fair-sayer's leaven, 
which are not the doers, but resist Christ, who doth not only say, but 
doth the will of his Father, and so do all them that follow him. Mark 
viii. 13, to 21. Matt. xvL 6, to 12. 

And again, 'Christ saw two ships standing by the lake, but the fish- 
ermen were gone out of them, and were wadiing their nets : and he 
entered into one of the ships which was Simon's, and prayed him that 
he would thrust out a little from the land. And he sat down and taught 
the people out of the ship. Now when he had left speaking, he said 
unto Simon, launch out into the deep, and let down your nets for a 
draught 

* And SinK>n answered and said unto him, Master, we have tiMled all 
night, and have taken nothing ; nevertheless at thy word I will let dowar 
the net' 

' And when they had let down the net, they enclosed a great multi- 
tude of fishes, and their net brake; and they beckoned unto their part- 
ners which were in the other ship, that thqr should come and help them ; 
and they came and fiUedboth the ships, so that they began to sink : and 



281 

when Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus's knees, saying, depart 
from me ; for I am a sinful man, O Lord.' 

* For Peter was astonished, and all they that were with him at the 
draught of fishes which they had taken ; and so was also James and 
John, the sons of Zebedee, which were partners with Simon : and Jesus 
said unto Simon, fear not, from henceforth thou shalt catch men. And 
when they had brought their ships to land, they forsook all, and followed 
Jesus.' 

Now here all you seamen, and fishermen, and others, may see that 
you may toil all night to catch outward fish with the nets, and take 
nothing. 

And you that call yourselves fishers of men, you may toil all the night 
and catch not a man in God's net to him, except it be with the power 
of Christ ; and therefore know his voice, and obey it, and follow him, 
by whom all things were made. 

And so there is not a sparrow that falls to the ground, nor a fish in a 
fisherman's net, but by the will of the Father. 

And therefore, all ye fishermen and others, are to stand in the will of 
God, who gives the increase, and fills the nets and the ships ; and there- 
fore let him have the praise and follow him. 

And here you may see the fishermen, and seamen ; James and John, 
and Peter and Andrew, were fishermen, and seamen, and partners to- 
gether in ships, and preachers of Christ Jesus, and caught a multitude 
of outward fish, and a multitude of men, which they fished out of the 
great sea of the world, by the command and power of Christ Luke v. 2, 
to II. and Matt, viiL 18. 

' And after Christ was risen, he shewed himself again to his disciplet 
at the sea of Tiberius ; on this wise he shewed himself, there were to> 
gether Sinnon Peter, and Thomas, called Didimus, and Nathaniel of 
Canaan in Galilee, and the sons of Zebedee, and two other of his disci- 
ples.' 

* Simon Peter said unto them, I go a fishing, they say unto him, we 
also go with thee : they went forth and entered into a ship immediately, 
and that night they caught nothing; but when the morning was come, 
Jesus stood on the shore, but the disciples knew not that it was Jesus : 
then Jesus said unto them, children, have ye any meat ? and they an- 
swered him, no; and he said unto them, cast the net on the right side of 
the ship and ye shall find, and they cast therefore ; and now they were 
not able to draw it for the multitude of fishes : therefore, that disciple 
whom Jesus loved, said unto Peter, it is the Lord. Now when Simon 
Peter heard that it was the Lord, he girt his fisher's coat unto him, (for 
he was naked,) and did cast himself into the sea, and the other disciples 
came in a little ship, (for they were not far from land, but as it were two 

Vol. v.— 36 
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hundred cubits,) dragging the net with fishes : as soon then as they were 
come to the land, they saw a fire of coals there, and fish laid thereon, and 
bread ; and Jesus said unto them, bring of the fish which ye have now 
caught, and Simon Peter went up and drew the net to the land, full of 
great fishes, Slc. And Jesus said unto them, come and dine, &c. And 
Jesus then cometh and taketh bread, and giveth them, and fish likewise, 
dLC. And th» was now the third time that Jesus shewed himself after 
he was risen from the dead/ John xxi. 2, to 14. 

And now, all ye fishermen, and seamen, and others, consider what 
kind of disciples and ministers the Lord Jesus Christ chose ; and you may 
see that Peter and the rest, though they had been disciples of Christ 
Jesus for some years, and such tliat Clirist hath sent forth to preach 
before he was crucified, and after that he was risen, Christ appeared the 
third time unto them ; and Peter had his fisher's coat, and the disciples 
who were fishermen, and seamen, they were partners tc^ether in a ship. 

And now, was this a fit coat, think you, to preach the gospel in, and 
to meet Christ in, and to dine with him in ? I say, yes, as good as any of 
the canonical garments.' 

.And consider, ye fishermen, and seamen, and others, how all these 
disciples had been fishing aJl the night, but had caught nothing. 

But when the morning was come, and they saw Jesus, after he was 
risen, at his command they cast in the net, and drew it full of fish to the 
shore : so it is by the will of God and Christ that every one doth catch« 
who made all things, and upholds all things by his word and power, and 
fills all, and knows what all have need of; for as Christ saith, ' a sparrow 
shall not fall to the ground without the will of the Father ;' so a fish can- 
not be caught in the net without his will.-- 

And likewise, you fishermen, and seamen, and others, may see, that 
Jesus, by whom all things were made, had provided these fishermen and 
seamci:, who were his disciples, a fire, and fish upon it, and bread upoa 
the land, when they had been fishing in the sea. 

And therefore, you may see, how that Christ who upholds all things, 
and hath all power given unto him, provides for his disciples, and seamen, 
and fishermen ; for he gave them both fish in the sea, and fish [and 
bread,] upon the land, whom he sent ibrth, and gave commission to 
preach, and said, ' freely ye have received, freely give.' 

So here you may all see, how the disciples of Christ were encouraged 
to trust in him, and that their minds might be carried over all distrust 
of carnal things and outward victuals. 

; And now, ye fishermen, and seamen, and all others, may see Christ^ 
words fulfilled unto his disciples, who said unto them, * follow me, and I will 
make youlGshers of men ; for Peter in one draught caught three thousand 
in God's netr and ye may read Peter's two general epistles which he 
freely gave forth. 
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/^And aboi ye may see John the fisherman, a disciple of Giiist, his evan- 
gelists, his general epistle, and his two epistles, and hb revelations : come, 
ye seamen, and fishermen, and others, and see what ye can say for Christf 
that is the same to-day, as yesterday, and so forever ; and come, let us 
see what nets ye have, if it be the power of God, that will pluck them 
out of the sea of wickedness. / 

And if the seamen hadtalcen Paul's counsel, when he said, * sirs, I per- 
ceive that this voyage will be for hurt, and much damage ; not only of 
the lading and ship, but also of our lives : but neither the centurion, nor 
the master believed Paul's words ; but his words came to pass,' as you 
lee in Ads xxvii. But the Lord preserved Patl, and their lives. 

And so you may see it is not the seaman's skill, but the Lord's power, 
which all are to have faith in, and to obey him,, by whom they are saved 
and preserved. 

And James, one of the fishermen, and an apostle of Christ, in his 
general epistle to the twelve tribes, saith,/ behold, we put bits in the 
horses' mouths, that they may obey us, and we turn about their whole 
body : behold also the ships, which though they be so great, and are 
driven of fierce winds, yet are they turned about with a very small helm, 
whithersoever the governor listeth ; even so the tongue is a little mem- 
ber, and boasteth great things : behold how great a matter a little fire 
kindleth ; and the tongue is a fire, a world of iniquity,' &c. 

And now mark, all ye seamen, and all ye bridlers of horses, and all 
others that tame other creatures, see that you can bridle and tame your 
own tongues, and turn about your tongues in your passion, as soon as you 
do your horses ; and as soon as you do your great ships, when you turn 
them about : so see that you can so soon turn your tongues when the 
fierce winds of passion are up ; and tame your tongues, lest that unruly 
member defile your whole bodies, and ^ set on fire the course of nature, 
and it is set on fire of hell.' Jam. liL For can you tame serpents, and 
all kinds of beasts, and of birds, and things in the sea, and not tame your 
tongue, that unruly member that b full of deadly poison 7 bridle it, I say, 
with God's bridle, (his power.) 

' For the tongue of the just is as choice silver ; and the tongue of the 
wise is health.' Prov. x. 20. and xii. 18. ' the tongue of the wise useth 
knowledge aright ;* and a wholesome tongue is a tree of life.' Prov. xv. 
2, 4. And, ' in a virtuous woman's tongue is the law of kindness.' Prov. 
xxxi. 16. 

And Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ, who made tents with PrisciUa 
and Aquila, and wrought with his hands, that he might not be charge- 
able to others, and he did not only maintain himself, but he also helped 
others with his labour, who had received his gospel, not firom man, but 
by the revelation of Jesus Christ, which he preached freely, as he re- 
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ceived of Christ freely, after Christ was risen; for Christ had given bb 
command to his twelve disciples before he was crucified, * freely as they 
had received, freely give.* And now, consider Matthew, who was called 
from his custom, and Luke, who was a physician, and John the fisherman, 
and Peter, and the rest who were disciples of Christ ; did not they give 
fi>rth all their evangelists and epistles freely* as they had preached freely T 

And did not Paul, the apostle of Christ, who was a tent-maker, who 
said of the Jews, * five times I received forty stripes save one; thrice was 
I beaten with rods; once was I stoned; thrice I suiFered shipwreck; a 
night and a day I have been in the deep, in journeying often, in perils 
of water, in perils of robbtTS, in perils of my own countrymen, in perils by 
the heathen, in perils in the city, in perils in the wilderness, in perils in 
the sea, in perils among false brethren ; in weariness and painfulncss, in 
Wcitching often, in hunger and in thirst, in fastings often, in cold and 
nakedness,' &c, as you may see in 2 Cor. xi. 24, to 27. 

And this, you sec, was the condition of Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ, 
that made tents, besides all his imprisonments. 

Now did not this apostle preach freely, who saith ' he laboured with 
his hands that he might be an example to others that followed him;' so 
you may see that he did not sit down in a great benefice : and did not he 
give forth all his epistles freely ? and did not he give forth his epistle to 
the Romans, and his two epistles to the Corinthians, and his epistle to 
the Galatians, and his epistle to the Ephesians, and his epistle to the 
Philippians, and his epistle to the Colossians, and his two epistles to the 
Thessalonians freely ? and saith, * I charge you by the Lord, that this 
epistle be read unto all the holy brethren,' as in 1 Thes. v. 27. And Paul's 
two epistles to Timothy, and one epistle to Titus, and his epistle to Phile- 
mon, and his epistle to the Hebrews, and how that God in these last days 
hath spoken to us (the true church,) by his Son, whom he hath appointed 
heir of all things, by whom also he made the world. 

Now consider all people, did not all the holy prophets, and all the 
holy men of God give forth all their books freely, from Adam to Christ, 
to be read, believed, practised and fulfilled ? and did not all the holy 
apostles, and all the holy evangelists give forth all their evangelists, epis- 
tles, and revelations freely ? and to be read, believed, and practised ? or 
did they give them forth freely, that men after th^m should make a 
trade of them, and to have so much a year for preaching of them, 
which they prophestied, and preached freely, and gave forth freely. 

And the apostle doth not say, ' preach his epistles,' but ' read them,' as 
in Col, iv. 16. 1 Thes, v. 27. And likewise the Lord said, 'thou shalt 
read my law to all Israel in their hearing.' Deut. xxxi. And Isaiah saith, 
' seek ye out of the book of the Lord and read,' &c. And Jeremiah 
tent Baruch to read his book or roll. Jer, xxxvL 4, 5, 6, &C. So both the 
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old and New Testament were given forth to be read, and believed, and 
to be obeyed, and fulfilled, as you may see in Ezra iv. 18. JVehem* viiL 
S. Jer. xxix. 19. Ephes. iiL 4, 5. Matt. L 22. Luke iv. 16. Mark xiii. 21. 
and xiv. 49. John xix. 24, 28, 36. Acts i. 16. 

Now is there more money, got by any one thing, than by preach- 
ing of the scriptures, and some old authors with them ? let it be cast up 
in all nations in Christendom, and see how much their revenues comes to 
yearly, of such that do not obey Christ's doctrines, who saith, ' freely ye 
have received, freely give;' nor follow the apostle Paul's example, 
' to keep the gospel without charge.' And the apostle saith, 1 Tim. L 
19. where he exhorts Timothy, ' to hold fast his faith and a good con- 
science, which some having put away, (concerning faith,) they have 
made shipwreck.' Now consider this ye seamen, and others, when your 
ships are wrecked what condition you are in, you are fallen to pieces, 
you are broken, and many times in the sea ; so that j^ have great dis- 
tress. And when you have made shipwreck of faith and a good con- 
science, then where are you, but split in the sea of the world, and the 
waves of the world go over your heads, that you have no victory : and 
therefore consider what condition all the world is in, that say, they have 
not victory on thb side the grave ; and they that must have a purgatory 
when they are dead : have they not made shipwreck of faith and a 
good conscience, and are split in the world, the sea ? have not faith, nor 
victory out of it, and over it on this side the grave ; when as the apos- 
tle saith, ' the holy and precious divine faith, which Christ Jesus is the 
author and finisher of, it purifies their hearts ;' and by it they are justi- 
fied, and in it they please God ; which faith is their victory, by which 
they have access to Grod, over the world and out of its sea. 

And in Jer. xvi. there you may see, when the Jews transgressed the 
law of God, and became worse than their forefathers, how they were 
then as in a sea : for ' behold, I will send for many fishers, saith the 
Lord, and they shall fish them ; and I will send for many hunters, and 
they shall hunt them from every mountain, and from every hill, and out 
of the holes of the rocks.' 

So here you may see, men are called fish, and men are called fishers, 
and then consider, where is the fish, and where is the sea? is not the sea 
the world which lies in transgression, and rebellion against the spirit of 
God? (and such as make shipwreck of faith and a good conscience,) are 
they not in it? Jer. xvi. 17. 

But saith the prophet, ' thou art (to wit, the Lord,) of purer eyes than 
to behold evil, that canst not look on iniquity : wherefore lookest thou 
upon them that deal treacherously, and boldest thy tongue when the 
wicked devoureth the man, that is more righteous than he, and makest 
men as the fishes of the sea, and as the creeping things that have no rule 
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over them : they take up all of them with the angle, they catch them 
in their nets, and gather them in their drags; therefore, they rejoice and 
are glad ; therefore, they sacrifice unto their net, and burn incense unto 
their drag, and because by them, their portion is fat, and their meat 
plenteous,' &c. Here is the wicked men's fishing, and the wicked men's 
sacrifice, which is not to be followed. 

And in Jonah ii. there you may see Jonah's prayer, and the steadfast- 
ness of his faith, which he had, and prayed to the Lord God out of the 
fish's belly. Jonah ii. throughout. 

And you may see the cause of Jonah's being cast into the sea, how that 
it was for his disobedience ; for when the Lord commanded him to go to 
Nineveh, to preach repentance to it, he fled away, and went to Joppa^ 
and found a ship, and so paid the fare thereof, and went down into it, 
to go from thence to Tarshish, from the presence of the Lord ; ' but the 
Lord sent out a great wind in the sea, and there was a mighty tempest 
in the sea, so that the ship was like to be broken : and then the mari- 
ners were afraid, and cast lots, and the lot fell upon Jonah to be cast into 
the sea ; and when they had cast him into the sea, it ceased from raging.' 
' And now all ye mariners, and seamen, and fishermen and others, whose 
faith stands not in God, and Christ Jesus the author of it, when ye have 
storms and great winds, and tempests in the sea ; then do not you say, 
that some witch or ilUtongued people have bewitched your ship, and 
raised that wind, or some ill-tongued body hath raised this storm and 
tempest. 

AJid let New England professors see if they be not guilty of this ; and 
whether or no they have not sometimes cast some poor simple people 
into the sea, on pretence of being witches: and so let them and you see 
that hold such things, and believe such things, if you be not in disobe- 
dience to the power, spirit and faith of God, and in the sin of witchcrafl 
yourselves. 

For you may sec, it was the Lord that sent out the wind, and raised 
that mighty storm in the sea, and not your witches or ill-tongued people, 
as you vainly imagine, as you may see in Jonah i. 4. For if you were in 
the true saving faith, which Christ Jesus is the author of, that faith 
gives you victory over the devil, the head of all your witches, and brings 
you to have access to God, who makes a storm, and makes a calm. 

For, ' lo, he that formed the mountains, and created the winds,~(mark, 
the winds,) and declareth unto man what is his thoughts, this is the 
Lord,' that created the winds, not your witches. Amos iv. 13. 

And, * it is the Lord, who layeth the beams of his chamber in the 
waters, who makes the clouds his chariots, who walketh upon the wings 
of the winds.' Psalm, civ. 3. 
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And the Lord commandeth and raiseth up the stormy wind, which 
lifteth up the waves thereofi and not your witches nor ill-tongued people. 

And David saith, ^ They that go down to the sea in ships, that do bu- 
siness in great waters ; these see the works of the Lord, and his wonders 
in the deep : for he commandeth and raiseth the stormy wind, which 
lifteth up the waves thereof: they mount up to the heaven, they go 
down again to the depths ; their soul is melted because of trouble : they 
reel to and fro, and stagger like a drunken man, and are at their wita 
ends ; then they cry unto the Lord in their trouble, and he bringeth 
them out of their distresses. He maketh the storm a calm, so that the 
waves thereof are still ; then are they glad, because they be quiet ; so 
he bringeth them unto their desired haven. O that men would praise 
the Lord, for his goodness, and for his wonderful works to the children 
of men.' Psalm cvii. 

So ye may sec it is the Lord that commands and raiseth the winds and 
the storms, and allays them again, and not the witches, or ill-tongued 
people ; and that brings men to their desired haven, both outward and 
inward. 

And again, David saith, ' He (to wit, the Lord,) causeth the vapours 
to ascend from the ends of the earth ; he maketh lightnings for the rain, 
he bringeth the wind out of his treasure.' Psalm cv. 7. 

And now mark all ye seamen, when ye have wind that maketh a 
storm in the sea, the Lord hath brought it out of his treasure : but the 
disobedient and rebellious against God's power, spirit and faith, and ene- 
mies to his truth and people say, when a storm or wind is raised in the 
sea, some witch, or some ill-tongued people have raised it : and these are 
erred from the true faith as David was in, who said, * whatsoever the 
Lord pleaseth, that does he, in heaven, and in the earth, and in the sea, 
and all deep places.' Psalm cv. 7. 

And ' God causes the winds to blow, and the waters to flow.' Psalm 
cxlviL 18. 

And David saith, ' fire, and rain, and snow, and waters, and winds 
fulfil God's word.' Psalm cxlviiL 8. 

And now if the witches raise the storms and the winds, then the winds 
and storms must fulfil your witches' and ill-tongued people's words; but 
the storms and the winds fulfil God's word ; and he raiseth up a storm 
or a wind, that walks upon the wings of the wind. And your witches 
cannot come into God's treasure, to fetch his wind out there, for they be 
out of his power. Nay, have not some of your faithless seamen, and 
you that think so, pretended to buy winds ? oh 1 darkness and ignorance, 
and a shame to Christianity 1 you are like to the clouds and winds with- 
out rain, and wells without water, and trees without fruit, as you may 
•ee in Prav. xxv. 14. and in Jude, 
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< Who hath gathered the vonds in his fist 7 who hath hound the waten 
in his garment ? who hath established all the ends of the earth 7 what 
is his name, and what is his Son's name, if thou canst tell V Prcv. xxx. 4. 
Who with thy dark spirit imagines, that the witches can fetch or pluck 
the wind out of God*s fist Oh ! abominable ! it is much if the Lord 
doth not let hLs wind fly at you, and raise a storm against you, who are 
erred from the faith of the holy men of God : for Christ commandeth 
the winds and they obey him. Luke viii. 25. 

And where do you read in all the scriptures, that the witches raised 
winds, or that any seamen did go to buy winds of them ? let us see the 
chapter and verse for it ; either among the people of God, or among the 
heathen ; and if you cannot, stop your mouths, and of such practices 
be ashamed, for dishonouring Christianity, who are contrary both to the 
law and gospel : and turn to the Lord, who walks upon the wings of the 
wind, and holds the winds in his fist, and can let them fly out in blasts 
to terrify the wicked ; but the just live by the faith in God and Christ, 
wlio is the author of it ; who makes the storm a calm, and commands 
the winds, and brings them out of his treasure at his pleasure : and the 
righteous know, that the stormy winds obey and fulfil God*s word. 

And so the righteous can praise the Lord that created the winds, and 
all things in the heaven and in the earth, and in the sea ; and renews 
man by Christ, into his image, and gives him dominion over all ; praise 
and glory, honour and thanks be unto the Lord, who is over all, from 
everlasting to everlasting. 

And all the faithful know, that * a sparrow shall not fall to the ground 
without the will of the Father,' much more a man, who is of greater value 
than many sparrows. 

And therefore be not faithless, but believe in Christ the light, who 
commands the winds and storms ; by whom all things were made, and 
are upheld, by his word and power. Heb. i. * the law of thy mouth is 
better unto me than thousands of gold and silver.' P*a. cxix. 71. G. F. 

Swarthmore in LancashirCf the 28/A of the 8th months 1676. 

Concerning how the World is called the Sea, 

And God will dry up Babylon's sea, and make her springs dry ; for 
(rod brought them like a sea over the Jews, when they transgressed his 
law, and went from the Lord their rock and salvation. 

And again it is said, * the sea shall come upon Babylon, and she shall 
be covered with the multitude of her waves.' So when the Medes and 
Persians came upon Babylon, then the sea came over them, and the Jews 
had their liberty. Jcr. xv. 42. 

So spiritual Babylon is the mother of harlots, she sits upon the waters, 
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which are nations, people, and tongues ; but God will dry up her waters, 
which have overflown since the apostles' days, who hath persecuted 
the people of God : and out of her sea hath risen the great storms of 
persecution, and the beast which rose out of the sea, with his storms of 
persecution. And it is the power of darkness, wliich keeps the people 
in spiritual Egypt, Sodom and Babylon, in this sea. 

* But in Christ's peaceable kingdom, and on his holy mountain, the 
wolf shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the 
kid, and the calf, and the young lion, and the fatling together, and a 
little child shall lead them.' 

* And the cow and the bear shall feed, their young ones shall He down 
together ; and the lion shall eat straw like an ox.' 

'And the suckling child shall play on the hole of the asp; and the 
weaned child shall put his hand on the cockatrice den.' 

* They shall not hurt, nor destroy in all my holy mountain; for the 
earth shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord, as the waters cover 
the sefu' 

* And in that day there shall be a root of Jesse, which shall stand up 
for an ensign of the people ; to it shall the Gentiles seek, and his rest 
shall be glorious.' 

And this is Chriijt \vl)o sets up lus ensign for the nations, and shall as- 
semble the outcasts of Israel, and gather together the dispersed of Judah 
from the four corners of the earth. 

So he gathers them with his power, spirit and light, and his ensign is 
not set up for the Jews, or a nation only, but for all nations in general ; 
^ who enlightens every man that comes into the world,' that with his 
light they may see him and his ensign, Christ the heavenly and spiritual 
man. 

So the gathering of all nations i^ unto him, by his heavenly light which 
he enlightens them withal. 

' And the Lord shall utterly destroy the tongue of the Egyptian sea, 
and with his mighty wind shall he shake his hand over the river, and 
shall smite it in the seven streams, in the perfection of it ; and men shall 
go over dry-shod.' ha. xi. 

And the Lord will destroy in this mountain, the face of the covering 
that is cast over all people, and the vail that is spread over all nations, 
[mark, all nations,] not a nation: that all people may see the salvation 
of God, with the light which comes from Christ their Saviour ; and if 
they do not believe in it, it will be their condemnation. 

And this covering must be taken off all people before the knowledge 
of the Lord covers the earth, as the waters cover the sea. 

For the beast had his power from the dragon, and the whore is erred 
from Christ the truth : and Egypt in the spirit, and the spiritual Egyp- 
Vol. V 37 
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tians will say, * who is God, or his Son the light, that thej should obey 
him V (like the old Egyptian.) And Chrbt was crucified in spiritual Sodom 
and Egypt. 

So here the Jews, scribes, pharisees, and high priests, who crucified 
Christ without the gates of Jerusalem, are called spiritual Egypt, and 
Sodom, who were the greatest professors in the world. But Christ is 
the ensign set up to the nations, who stilleth mystery Babylon's sea; and 
after Babylon is fallen, and the seas dried up, then the new heaven, and 
the new earth is seen ; for the first heaven and first earth were passed 
away, and then there was no more sea. So when the first heavens and 
the first earth are passed away, then the new earth, and the new heavens 
are seen ; and here is seen the holy city, New Jerusalem, prepared as 
a bride for her husband Christ. 

And here is the first and last seen, their husband Christ ; and the mar- 
riage of the Lamb is come. 

< And the force of the Gentiles shall come to his light, and abundance 
of the sea shall be converted unto Christ' Isa. Ix. 

So here is abundance of the world, which is called the sea, that shall 
be converted to Christ Jesus ; for the Gentiles are the nations, and the 
Gentiles shall come to Christ's light ; the sea the world : for nations and 
tongues are waters. 

And the sea saith, wisdom is not in me. Job xxviii. Now the wisdom 
that is pure, is from above the sea, and them that fear God receive it. 

* And he shall pass through the sea with afflictions, and shall smite the 
waves of the sea, and all the deeps of the rivers shall be dried up : and 
the pride of Assyria shall be brought down, and the sceptre of Egypt 
shall depart away.' 

And Christ's sceptre shall be set up, his sceptre b a sceptre of righteous- 
ness. Zcch. X. 11. 

* Thus saith the Lord, which maketh a way in the sea, and the path in 
the mighty waters, that his people may pass, glory to his name forever.' 
Isa. xliii. 

And the Lord saith, * When I came, was there no man ? When I 
called, was there none to answer T Is my hand shortened at all, that I 
cannot redeem, or have I no power, to deliver ? Behold, at my rebuke 
I dry up the sea.' And here the great power of God and Chrbt b seen- 
La. 1. The wicked are compared to a troubled sea, when it cannot 
rest, whose waters cast up mire and dirt ; their waters are foul. 

' There b no peace to the wicked, saith my God ; for they are always 
roaring, and wallowing, and making a noise.' Isa. I 57. 

And the cruel people that have no mercy, their voice roars like a sea, 
as in Jer. \l 23. Thb sea, this merciless cruel people, which b like a 
roarmg sea, was to come over the Jews for disobeying the Lord : and 
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therefore for all people to believe in the light, that Christ hath enlight- 
ened you withal, and walk in the light, that you may see Qurist the rock, 
and build upon himi who is sure against all weathers. 

And Christ will bruise the head of the serpent ; for the Lord with his 
sore, and great and strong sword shall punish the leviathan the piercing 
serpent, even leviathan that crooked serpent, which makes the world 
(both men and women,) crooked. 

And he shall slay the dragon that b in the sea, [mark, in the sea,] for 
bis habitation is in the wicked like a roaring sea, and they plead for him 
and his sin till they go to the grave, and not for Christ that •bruiseth his 
head ; and the Lord that destroys him with his great sword. 

But they that plead for Christ, ' can sing unto the Lord of his vine- 
yard ; for the Lord doth keep it/ and will water it every moment, lest 
any hurt it : ' I will keep it night and day, saith the Lord ;' glory to his 
name forever, who is the keeper of his people, and this we witness who 
are his vineyard, as in Isaiah xxviL 6. F. 



Concerning Christ the Spiritual and Holy Head over his Holy Churchy and 
his Churches steadfastness, and confidence, and unity and oneness in him. 
By G. F. 

Christ prayed for his church, and said, * for their sakes I sanctify my- 
self, that they also may be sanctified through the truth ; neither do I 
pray for these alone, but for them also who shall believe on me through 
their word.' 

And Christ further said, * I have given them thy word, and the world 
hateth them because they are not of the world, even as I am not of the 
world.* 

And further, he saith, * that they all may be one, as thou Father art 
in me, and I in thee, that they also may be one in us, (to wit, the Father 
and the Son,) that the world may believe that thou hast sent me.' 

So here was Christ's prayer, that his church might be kept in oneness, 
in the Father and in the Son. 

And further, Christ said, ^ the glory which thou gavest me, I have given 
them, that they may be one, even as we are on&' 

Now here is a heavenly oneness in the heavenly unity. 

And further, Christ saith, ' I in them, and thou in me, that they may 
be n^de perfect in one, and that the world may know that thou hast 
sent me, and hast loved them as thou hast loved me.' 

So here CSirist's desire is to the Father, that the world might know 
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that God loves hia Church as he loves Christ, and that they may be per- 
fect in one. 

And further, Christ said, ' Father, I will that they also whom thou hast 
given me, be with me where 1 am, that they may behold my glory, which 
thou gavost me ; for thou lovedst mo before the foundation of the world.' 

And further, Christ said, ' I have declared unto them thy name, and 
will declare it, that the love wherewith thou hast loved me may be in 
them, and I in them.* 

Now, this is the perfect love and perfect oneness, in the perfect unity 
with the Father and the Son, and with his church; and this oneness is 
that which convinces the world, that the world mav know that (iod hath 
sent his Son, by the love, and unity, ant! oneness that is amongst the saints, 
the church, and they in the Son and in the Father, as you may see in 
John xvii. more at lar<;e. 

And as God said unto Abraham, * in thv seed shall all nations be blest.* 

So all nations are blest in the seed, which is Christ ; and they that are 
in the seed, are his church, and inherit this blessing: for Christ took not 
upon him the nature of angels, but the seed of Abraham, who bruises 
the head of the serpent that brought the curse. 

And Jacob said on his death-bed, when he called his sons together, 
and told them what should come to pass in the last days ; ' the sceptre 
shall not depart from Judah, nor the law-giver from between his feet, 
until Shiloh come ; and unto him shall the gathering of the people be.' 

Now Shiloh, the peaceable Saviour, Christ Jesus, is come, and unto 
him must he the gathering of all nations ; for there is no salvation given 
by any other name under heaven, but by the name of Jesus, whose name 
is above every name. 

And you may see Caiaphas, the high priest's prophecy, concerning 
Christ ; he told the Jews, ' they knew nothing at all, nor considered, that 
it was expedient for us that one man should die for the people, and that 
the whole nation p<Tish not:' and this spake he not of himself, but being 
high priest that year, he prophesied that Jesus should die for that nation, 
and not for that nation only, but that he should gather together in one 
[mark,] the children of God, who were scattered abroad. 

Mark, Christ gathers into one them that are scattered abroad, he who 
is the head of the chiirch. 

For, as Moses saiH, ' like unto me will God raise up a prophet, him 

shall vou hear.' 

*■ 

So all are to h<'ar him, and believe in him for life and salvation. 

Now Christ, who was the holy offering and sacrifice, hath tasted death 
for every man : so every man may have comfort here, if he belie\e in 
the light, which is the life in the word, which lighteth every man that 
Cometh into the world. 
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Aod he is a < propitiation for the sins of the whole world/ and not only 
for the saints, the churches. 

And ' God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son into 
the world, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have 
everlasting life.' 

And God said, ' this is my beloved son, hear ye him.' 

And Christ said, * learn of me, I am the way, the truth, and the life, 
and no man cometh to the Father, but by me.' 

And Christ said, * believe in the light ;' who enlightens all with the 
heavenly divine light, which is the life in the word ; and they that believe 
in the light, become children of the light, and so are all grafted into 
Christ, and so are one in him, and in the Father : so the church is one in 
Christ, the head ; and they that believe in the light, are born of God, 
and are passed from the death into the life, Christ the head of the church, 
who destroys the devil, the power of death. 

So they that believe have the witness in themselves; and after they 
believe, they are scaled with the spirit of promise, and can set to their 
seals that God is true in his Son, and in all his prophets, figures, and 
shadows, and types of him, who is the substance of them all. 

So they that are grafted into Christ, are living members, who are bom 
again not of corruptible seed, built up a spiritual household, a holy priest- 
hood, offering up spiritual sacritices acceptable to God by Jesus Christ. 

So these are the living members of the living head, Christ Jesus, who 
is the head of the church, that believe in him, and have everlasting 
life. 

And so the world knows not these living members, as it did not know 
the head, as Christ said. 

And so the believers in the light, which is the life in Christ, are one 
in the eternal life; for as it is said, * he that believeth in the Son of God, 
shall not perish, but hath eternal life.' 

And you may see how the believers were added to the church, in Acts ii. 

And so as the apostle said to the Ephesians, ^ to the saints which are 
at Ephesus, and to the faithful in Christ Jesus :' so he calls them saints, 
and said, * blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who 
hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ 
Jesus ; according as he hath chosen us in him before the foundation of 
the world, that we should be holy, and witliout blame before him in love, 
Ephes. i. And he told them further, * even we, which were dead in 
shis, hath he quickened together with Christ, by grace are we saved ; 
and hath quickened us up together, and made us to sit together in hea- 
venly places in Christ Jesus.' 

Now, this church sat together in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 
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after be was risen ; so these were one in him, and in the Father, in the 
power of God and the spirit Ephes, ii. 

• And Christ hath abolished in his jflesh the enmity, the law of com- 
mandments, contained in ordinances, to make in himself of twain one 
new man ; so making peace, that he might reconcile both (to wit, the 
Jews and Gentiles,) unto God in one body with the cross, having slain 
the enmity thereby ; for through him we have access by one spirit unto 
the Father. 

So Jews and Gentiles are one here in Christ, and no more stran- 
gers and foreigners, but fellow-citizens with the saints of the household 
of God, and are built upon the foundation of the prophets and apostles, 
Christ Jesus being the corner-stone, &.c. 

So being built in him, in whom all the building fitly framed tc^ether, 
groweth up a holy temple in the Lord, in whom you also are built 
together, [mark, arc,] for a habitation of God through the spirit 

So all such know what is the fellowship of the mystery from the be- 
ginning of the world, that hath been hid in God, who created all things 
by Jesus Christ,; to him be glory in the church through Jesus Christ, 
throughout all ages, world without end 

So this church is to keep the unity of the spirit in the bond of peace; 
ibr there is one body, and one spirit, even as you are called into one hope 
of your calling, and one Lord, one faith, and one baptism. So one God 
and Father of all, who is above all, and over all, and in you all ; but 
unto every one of us is given grace, according to the measure of the gift 
of Christ 

So the church, which Christ is the head of, are one body, and their 
unity is in the one spirit, and they have but one Lord Jesus Christ, who 
is the author of their one faith and baptism, who is their one baptizer. 

And they have but one God and Father, who is above them all, and 
in them all ; for, as he says, ' I will dwell in you, and walk in you, and 
ye shall be my people, and I will be your God ;' for your bodies are the 
temples of the living God. 

And Christ who is ascended up on high, far above all heavens, that 
he might jfill all things ; so he fills all things though he is far above the 
heavens, and (ills his church with his heavenly and spiritual presence. 

And he gives his gifls to men, for the perfecting of the saints, and for 
the work of the ministry, and for the edifying of the body of Christ, till 
they all come to the unity of the faith, which Jesus is the author of, and 
to the knowledge of the Son of God, and unto a perfect man, and unto 
the measure of the stature and fulness of Christ 

And so the church is to grow up in Christ in all things, who is the head, 
and unto Christ the whole body is fitly joined together, and compacted. 
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by that which every joint supplies, according to the efTectaal working in 
the measure of every part, making increase of the body unto the edify- 
ing itself in love. Ephes. iiL iv. 

And Chrbt is the head of the church, and Saviour of the body ; so 
Christ also loved his church, and gave himself also for it, that he might 
sanctify and cleanse it, with. the washing of water by the word, that 
he might present it to himself a glorious church, not havipg spot or 
wrinkle, or any such thing, but that it should be holy and unblemished. 

For the apostle said, ' for we are many members, yet one body, and of 
bis flesh and of his bone.' 

And the apostle speaks figuratively, ' for this cause shall a man (said 
he,) forsake father and mother and cleave unto his wife, this is a great 
mystery, but I speak concerning Christ and his church.' 

And therefore the church is to walk in love, as Christ hath loved it, 
and hath given himself for it, an oiiering and a sacrifice to God of a 
sweet smelling savour ; and to have no fellowship with the unfruitful 
workers of darkness, but rather to reprove them, as you may see in 
Ephes. V. 

'And Paul writes to the church of the Romans and tells them, that 
they were called of Christ Jesus, and said, ^ they were beloved of God, 
and called to be saints ;' and told them, that the * gospef was the power 
of God unto salvation, unto every one that believed,' and exhorts them 
to ' walk in the faith of Abraham ;' and how God would justify the cir- 
cumcision and the uncircumcision by the one faith, which Christ was the 
author of, which brought them into unity, and said, ' as wc are many 
members in one body, and all members have not the same office, so we 
being many are one body in Christ, and every one members one of another 
in Christ. Rom, xii. 

So every member was to think soberly, according as God had dealt 
to every man the measure of faith, which Christ the head of the body 
is the author of, and in the holy faith is the unity in the body. 

And he further said, * that ye may with one heart and mouth glorify 
Grod the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, wherefore receive you one 
another, as Christ also hath received us to the glory of God.' Rom. xv. 

So here it was the work of the Holy Ghost to keep the church in this 
one mind, to the one God, in one body, and in the unity of the one 
faith and spirit ; for he saith, < he that hath not the spirit of Christ, is 
none of his.' 

And the apostle said unto the church of Gpd at Corinth, ' unto them 
that are sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be saints, with all that in 
every place call on the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, both theirs and 
ours.' 

So ye may see what holy titles the holy apostles gave to the church, 



806 

as sanctified in Chrbt Jesus, and called to be saints, and tells them, * that 
they were called in Clirist Jesus, who of God is made unto us wisdom, 
rightcousiicii's, sanctificalion and redemption ;' and tells them, ^ that the 
preaching of the cross of Clirist to them that perished was foolishness, 
but to us (said he,) that arc saved, it is the power of God.' 

And the apostle tells the Corinthians,,' that he was called to be an 
apostle through the will of God ;* so not through the will of men ; and 
he tells them further, that they knew, < that the unrighteous should not 
inherit the kingdom of God, neither fornicators, nor idolators, nor drunk- 
ards, revilers, extortioners, &c. should inherit the kingdom of God ; and 
such were some of you, [mark, were,] but ye are washed, but ye are 
sanctified, but ye are justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
by the spirit of our God.' 

Mark, 'are washed, are sanctified, are justified;' then it was not to 
do, but was done ; and said, ' the body is not for fornication, but for the 
Lord, and the Lord for the body, for know ye not that your bodies are 
members of Christ, and arc not to he joined to harlots : but he that is 
joined to the I-.ord is one spirit ; for your bodies arc the temples of the 
Holy Ghost, which is in you, which you have of God, and ye are not 
your own ; for ye are bought with a price, therefore glorify God in your 
bodies, [mark, in your bodies,] and in your spirits, which are God's.' 1 
Car. vi. 

So here this church had received the Holy Ghost, according to Christ's 
promise, and they were to obey and do these things in it. 

And the apostle said, ' the cup which we bless, is it not the communion 
of the blood of Christ ? and the bread which we break, is it not the 
communion of the body of Christ ? I speak this to wise men to judge 
what I say, for we being many are one bread, and one body ; for we 
are all partakers of that one bread ;' [mark,] we, the church, are one 
bread, and we the church, are one bo<ly, which Christ the heavenly man 
is the head of; and we, the church, are all partakers of this one bread, 
who gives his bread unto his church.' 1 Cor. x. 15, 16, 17. 

And he further said, ' the manifestation of the spirit is given to every 
man to profit withal ; and though there is diversities of gifts and opera- 
tions, yet the same God, Slc. which works all in all ; for as the body is 
one, (to wit, of Christ,) and he hath many members, and all the members 
of the one body being many, are one body, so also is Christ ; for by one 
spirit are we all baptized into one body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles ; 
bond or free ; and have been all made to drink into one spirit ;' so the 
body is not one member, but many. 

So the foot, the hand, the eye, the ear, &c. The prophets, the apos- 
tles, the teachers, evangelists, exhorters, reprovers, rebukers, ministers, 
instructers, &c. all one, from one spirit in the body ; and God hath set 
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the membera every one of them in the body as lie pleaseth ; ' and now 
are we many members, yet but one body,' said the apostle. 

So God hath tempered the body together, that there may be no schism 
in the body, but that all the members should have care one of another, 
that if one member sutler, all the members suffer with it; and if one 
member be honoured, all the members rejoice with it. 

' Now ye are (saith the apostle,) the body of Christ, and members in 
particular,' <&c. as you may see 1 Cor. xii. throughout ; what a heavenly 
unity, agreement and oneness there is in the body of Christ, which he is 
the heavenly head of. 

And the apostle further said to the church of Corinth, * that he was 
an apostle to the church of Christ by the will of God, and Timothy his 
brother ;' and he directs his epistle to the church of God, which is at 
Corinth, and to all the saints in Achaia. 

So here he gives them holy titles, the church of God, and saints, and 
he an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God ; and tells them, ^ that 
they arc temples of the living God ; for God hath said, I will dwell in 
them, and walk in them ; and I will be their God, and they shall be my 
people :' and he further tells them, * there was no agreement betwixt 
the temple of God and idols, nor concord betwixt Christ and Belial, nor 
betwixt believers and infidels ; wherefore come out from amongst them, 
and be ye separate, and touch no unclean thing, and I will receive you, 
and I will be a father unto you, and ye shall be my sons and daughters, 
saith the Lord God Almighty.' 2 Cor. vi. 

So here you may see how purely and soberly the church of Christ 
were to live and walk, and to honour their pure holy head. 

And the apostle writes to the Galatians, saying, ^ be was an apostle 
not of man, nor by man, but by Jesus Christ, and God the Father, who 
raised him from the dead,' and he certified them, * that the gospel which 
was preached by him, was not after men ; for I neither received it of 
men, nor was I taught it, but by the revelation of Jesus Christ :' and he 
exhorts and encourageth them to the faith of Christ, and tells them of 
Jerusalem below, which is in bondage with her children, but Jerusalem 
which is from above, is free, which is the mother of us all, to wit, the 
true church, which Christ is the head of: and he tells them, ^ that nei- 
ther circumcision, nor uncircumcision availed any thing, but a new 
creature ;' and he gloried in nothing, but in the cross of Christ, by which 
he was crucified to the world, and the world to him ; ^ and he that walked 
according to that rule, peace be upon him, and the Israel of Grod, for 
all the law is fulfilled in one word, even in this, thou shalt love thy neigh- 
bour as thyself,' as you may see in GaL iv. v. vi. 

And the apostle writes to the Fhilippians, < to all the saints in Christ 
Jeius which are in Fhilippi, &c that he had joy of their fellowship in 

You v.— 38 
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the gospel ;' and here he calls them saints, as much as to say sanctified 
ones. 

And he said, ' let your conversation be as becomes the gospel of Christ ;' 
and he told them, * it was God that wrought in them, both to will and 
to do of his good pleasure ;' and they were to do * all things without mur- 
muring and disputing, that ye may be blameless and harmless, the sons 
of God without rebuke, in the midst of a crooked and perven^e genera- 
tion, amongst whom ye shine as lights in the world, holding forth the 
word of life.' &c. 

And further he said, ' our conversation is in heaven, from whom we 
look for our Saviour, our Lord Jesus Christ, who shall change our vile 
body, that it may be fa^^hioncd like unto his glorious body, according to 
his working, whereby he is able to subdue all things unto himself.' 

And he desires them * to help those women also, which laboured with 
him in the gospel ; for they were members of one body ;' and said * salute 
every saint in Christ Jesus,' [mark, in Christ Jesus,] for they that be out 
of him cannot be saints. 

And Paul writes to the Colossians, < Paul an apostle by the will of 
God, and Timothy our brother, to all the saints and faithful brethren in 
Christ Jesus, which are in Colosse.* Now. mark, what holy, heavenly 
titles are here given to the church, to all the faithful brethren in Clirist 
Jesus, [mark, in Christ Jesus,] and Paul an apostle by the will of God, 
so not by the will of man. 

And the apostle gives thanks to God the Father, 'which hath made 
us meet to be partakers of the inheritance with the saints in light, who 
hath delivered us from the power of darkness, and hath translated us into 
the kingdom of his dear Son ; mark, they were translated into the king- 
dom of his dear Son, that were delivered from the power of darkness, 
*' in whom we have redemption through his blood, and forgiveness of sins, 
who is the image of the invisible God, the first-born of every creature ; 
for by him were all things created that are in heaven and in earth, visi- 
ble and invisible, thrones, dominions, principalities, and powers, all things 
were created by him, and for him ; he is the beginning of all things, and 
by him all things consist ; he is the head of the body, the church, who is 
the beginning, the first-born of the dead, that in all things he might have 
the pre-eminence ; for it pleased the Father, that in him should all ful- 
ness dwell. 

So you may see how Christ is exalted by his saints and members here, 
whom he hath sanctiGed, who in the body of his flesh, through death, 
presents you, to wit, his church, holy and unblamable in his sight 

And the apostle said, * I now rejoice in my suflerings for you, and fill 
up that which is behind of the afflictions of Christ in my flesh, for his 
body's sake, which is his church, warning and teaching every man in all 
ivisdom, that I may present every man perfect in Christ JesuB.' CoL I 
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And the apostle said, * if ye be risen with Christy then seek those things 
that are above, where Christ sits at the right hand of God; for ye are 
dead, and your life is hid with Christ in God ; seeing that ye have put 
off the old man with his deeds, and have put on the new man, which is 
renewed in knowledge, after the image of him that hath created him, 
where there is no Greek nor Jew, circumcision nor uncircumcision, bar- 
barian, Scythian, bond or free, but Christ is all and in all.' 

So here is a heavenly unity, where Christ is all and in all, and here 
is a perfect oneness ; ' therefore,' said he, ' whatsoever ye do, either in 
word or deed, do it all in the name of Christ Jesus, giving thanks unto 
God the Father, by him.' CoL iii. 

And he exhorts them to stand perfect and complete in all the will of 
God. Col. iv. 

And Paul writes to the church of the Thessalonians, saying, ' to the 
church of the Thessalonians, which is in God, the Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ' This he tells them, these titles he gave them, that the church 
was in God the Father, and in our Lord Jesus Christ, both in his first 
and second epistles, and said ' the very God of peace sanctify you wholly ;' 
and he prayed God, *■ that their whole spirit, soul and body, might be 
preserved blameless,' and how that * they were taught of God to love 
one another, and said, the Lord make you to increase and abound in love 
one to another, and towards all men, even as we do towards you ;' and that 
* they might be established in holiness, unblamable before God, &c. and 
that every one of you should know how to possess his vessel in sanctifica- 
tion and honour; for Grod hath called us, not unto uncleanness, but unto 
holiness ; for God hath given unto us his holy spirit,' as you may see, 1 
Jhes, iii. iv. v. 

And you may see how the apostle, in his epistles to Timothy and Titus, 
exhorts the churches to holiness and purcness, and said, * Paul, an apostle 
of Jesus Christ, by the commandment of God our Saviour, and Lord Jesui 
Christ, who is our hope.' 

So Christ was their hope. 

And < Paul, an apostle by the will of God, according to the promise of 
life which is in Christ Jesus ;' now would you not say these were high 
titles ? 

And to Titus, Paid wrote, and said, * Paul, a servant of God and an 
apostle of Jesus Clirist, according to the faith of God's elect, and the 
acknowledgment of the truth, which is after godliness, in hope of eternal 
life, which God that cannot lie, promised before the world began,' as in 
Tit. i. 

Now, would not the christians say, were not these high titles? but 
I tell you, none but what appertained to them, and what to the church 
belongs now in the same light, spirit and power. 
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And Paul wrote to the church of the Hebrews, and said, * God, who 
at sundry time!, and after divers manners, spoke in times past to the 
fathers by the prophet?, hath in these last days spoken unto us by his 
Son, whom he hath appointed heir of all things, by whom also he made 
the worlds, who being the brightness of his glory, and the express image of 
his substance, upholding all things by the word of his power ; when he 
had by himself purged our sins, sat down on the right hand of the majesty 
on high,' mark, when he had purged our sins, sat down on the right 
hand of the majesty on high. Heb, i. 3. Now these did not plead for sin 
to the grave, as the pretended christians do now, nor for a purgatory to 
purge them after death, but he that is the purger of sins is the head of 
his church. 

For God who hath spoken to us, to wit, his church, by his Son, who 
was the speaker to Adam and £ve in paradise, and was the speaker by 
hil Son to the church in the primitive times, is the speaker to his church 

DOW. 

But since the apostles' days, that the whole world has worshipped the 
beast, and drank the whore's cup, they have gone from this speaker ; but 
now his church is come and coming out of the wilderness, which is the 
bride, the wife of Christ the Lamb. 

And so Christ is the speaker again unto his church, and who should 
speak unto his wife, his church, but himself? being members of his body, 
of his flesh, and of his bone, and they are in him, and he in them, accord* 
ing to his promise and prayer. 

And you may see how the apostle exalts the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
riiews how he is the substance of all the figures and shadows, and hath 
ended them all, who is come in the volume of God's book to do his will^ 
and takes away the first priesthood, and covenant and oflerings, and 
establisheth the second : and they that are members of him and his body, 
are in the second covenant. 

And so, he that is come to do the will of God, by which will we are 
sanctified, to wit, the church, by the offering up the body of Jesus once 
for all : so by the one offering he hath perfected forever them that are 
sanctified, as you may see, Heb. x. and he is the high priest over the 
house of God ; and is the new and living way for all his believers to 
walk in. 

And you may see, in Heb, xii. how the apostle telb the church then, 
< they were to come to Mount 2Son, and to the city of the living God, the 
heavenly Jerusalem, and to an innumerable company of angels, and to 
the general assembly and church of the first-born, which are written in 
heaven ; and to God the judge of all, and the spirits of just men made 
perfect, and to Jesus the Mediator of the new covenant, and to the blood 
of sprinkling,' &c. 
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Now further, the apostle told the church of the Hebrews, ' that thej 
were come ;' and said unto them, ' the God of peace, that brought again 
from the dead our Lord Jesus Christ, that great shepherd of his sheep, 
through the blood of the everlasting covenant, make you perfect in every 
good work, to do his will.' 

So here you may see, who are the sheep, and who is the shepherd ; 
and how the shepherd Christ Jesus makes his church, his sheep perfect 

And you may see how James, in his general epistle encourages the 
church to purity and to righteousness. 

And how Peter in his first epistle encourages the church, And calls 
them * the elect, according to the fore-knowledge of God the Father, 
through the sanctification of the spirit unto obedience, and the sprinkling 
of the blood of Jesus Christ ;' and said unto them, ^ seeing ye have puri- 
fied your souls in obeying the truth, through the spirit ye are to love one 
another with a pure heart fervently, and being bom again, not of cor- 
ruptible seed, but of incorruptible, of the word of God, which lives and 
abides forever. 

And further, he said, < ye are a chosen generation, a holy priesthood, 
a peculiar people, that ye should shew (orth the praise of him who hath 
called you out of darkness into his marvellous light :' and he tells them, 
' they as living stones, are built up together a spiritual household, an 
holy priesthood, to ofifer spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus 
Christ' 

Now here you may see, what heavenly and holy titles the apostle gave 
to those holy ones ; for he calls them a spiritual house, and an holy and 
royal priesthood, and a chosen generation, a holy nation, mark, a nation, 
a peculiar people. 

Which the christians since the apostles' days have lost, both the spirit 
and nature of this primitive church, and therefore, they must not bear 
the titles, for they are gone astray from Christ ; but they who are re- 
turned to Christ the shepherd and bishop of their souls, are his sheep, 
and he is the head of them, and have the same titles, and the same spirit 
and nature, as they had in the primitive times; for the head is the 
same, and the body is the same, glory to God forever. 

And you may see how the apostle Peter writes to them who have ob- 
tained the like precious faith with us, through the righteousness of God, 
and our Saviour Jesus Christ, and encourages them, < to add to their faith 
virtue, and to virtue knowledge, and to knowledge temperance, to tem- 
perance patience and brotherly kindness,' &c. 

And said, ^ if these things be in you, and abound, it will make you 
that ye shall neither be barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our 
Lord Jesus Christ' 

And John in his first epistle declares, what he had seen from the be- 
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ginning, \ehich they had seen, handled, heard and looked upon, of the 
word of life. 

And w tli.it which was mnnifcst unto him, he bore witness of to the 
church, <aiu1 to others ; for he said, ' the life was manifest, and we have 
seen it, and bear witness, and have shewed it unto you, that eternal life 
which was with the Father, and was manifest unto us ; and that which 
wc have heard and seen, declare we unto you, that you also may have 
fellowship with us, and truly our fellowship is with the Father, and with 
his Son Jesus Christ.' 

* And fliese things write I unto you, that your joy might be full ;' so 
that the church's joy might be full, and said, • if we walk in the light, 
as he is in the light, we have fellowship one with another, and the blood 
of Jesus Christ cleanscth us from all sin.* 

Now here is their oneness and their fellowship, as they walk in the 
light : ai)d here is the cleansing from all sin seen. 

And John in his second epistle writes to the * elect lady and her chil- 
dren, whom he loved in the truth ; and not he onlv, but all those that 
knew the truth, for the truth^s sake, which dwelleth in us, and shall be 
in us forever :* and here was a resolution and a confidence, and he re- 
joiced greatly, that * he had found of her children walking in the truth.' 
So here was their unity in their walking in the heavenly truth, which 
the devil the author of all enmity is out of. 

And he writes in his third epistle to Gains, and rejoiced greatly when 
the brethren certified of the truth that was in him, and of his walking 
in the truth, and he said, * he had no greater joy than to hear of his 
children walking in the truth.' Now here was the saints joy and unity, 
their walking in the truth. 

And Jude the servant of Jesus Christ, and brother of James, writes to 
them that are * sanctified by God the Father, and preserved in Christ 
Je^us ;' those he exhorts to ' contend for faith, which Jesus is the author 
of, and to build up themselves in the most holy faith, praying in the Holy 
Ghost, and to keep themselves in the love of God;' and to shun all those 
evils mentioned in that epistle. 

Now Jude told them, they were sanctified and preserved in Christ 
Jesus, and they were to contend for the faith, which was delivered unto 
the saints, the sanctified ones ; and doth not Christ deliver it, who is 
the author and finisher of it ? so Jill the church, the saints are to con- 
tend for that faith which saves, which Christ is the author and finisher oil 
And you may see how John exalts Christ in his writings to the seven 
churches, and said, ' I, John, who am your brother, and companion in 
tribulations, and in the kingdom and patience of Jesus Christ, was in the 
Isle of Patmos for the word of God and testimony of Jesus.' 
So John said he was in the kingdom, mark, in the kingdom and pa- 
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tience of Jesus Christ, ivho was God's faithful witness, &c* who hath 
loved us and washed us from our sius, in his own blood, and made us 
kings and priests unto God the Father, to whom be glory and dominion 
forever and ever. 

Now they were made kings and priests, and washed, and John was 
in the kingdom whikt they were upon the earth, as you may see. Rev, L 

And you may see what John said, ' that Christ walks in the midst of 
the seven golden candlesticks ;' that is, in the midst of the seven churches; 
* there he walks that is ascended above all that he might fill all/ 

So he who is the head of the church, walks in the midst of the churches, 
though he is ascended above all. 

Again he said, * he stands at the door and knocks, and if any man will 
hear his voice and open the door, he will come in to him, and sup with 
him, and he with me,' as you may sec. Rev, iii. 

' So Christ is the head of hb church, and he walks in his church, and 
he feeds his church, as he is a shepherd ; and opens to his church, as he 
is a prophet ; and oversees his church, as he is a bishop ; and sanctifies 
and oflfcrs up his church, as he is a priest ; and he commands his church, 
as he is a captain and commander, he commands and leads his church ; 
and as he is a heavenly counsellor, he counsels his church ; and purifies 
bb church, as he b a purifier ; and baptizcth hb church, as he is a bap« 
tizer ; and as he is a Mediator, he makes their peace betwixt them and 
God, and gives them one faith, who b the author and finbher of it, by 
which he rules in their hearts^^i 

And as the priests in the time of the law entered within the vail, and 
made intercession for the house of the Jews ; but Christ who b over the 
household of faith, b entered into heaven, and is the Mediator betwixt 
God and man : so Chrbt opens, and no man can shut ; and he shuts, and 
no man can open ; and he that hath the Son of God, he hath life ; and 
he that hath not the Son of God, he hath not life, so no living members; 
neither hath he the head of the church, that hath not the Son. 

And the apostle said, * he is not a Jew that is one outward, but he b 
a Jew that b one inward : and circumcision is that of the heart, and in 
the spirit, and not in the letter.' 

So he b a chrbtian that is one inward, that b, baptized by one spirit 
into one body, and that is in the same spirit, and power, and faith that 
the apostle and primitive church were in ; and he that hath not the 
spirit of Chrbt b none of hb. 

And the Lord promised, he would give hb people one heart to do hb 
commandments, as in 2 Chron, xxx. 12. 

And the Lord said, ' I will give them one heart and one way, that 
they may fear me forever, and I will make an everlasting covenant with 
them, and I will put my fear in their hearts.' Jer. xxxii. xxxix. 
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So fhis one heart, and one way, is the new covenant Christ Jeius. 

And 80 all his people are of one heart in the one head, in the <me 
faithy in the one spirit, in the one grace that teachcth and brings the 
salvation, in the one word that reconciles them to God, which is in their 
hearts, and mouths, and in the one heavenly divine light, which is the 
life, by which they are grafted into Christ, having one Lord Jesus Christ, 
by whom are all things, and one Lord God and Father of all, who is 
over all. 

And in Ezek. xL 19. the Lord said, * I will give them one heart, and I 
will put a new spirit within them, and take away the stony heart out of 
their flesh.' 

So these are the children of the new covenant, that have this new 
spirit, and in it they are all of one heart ; and so as the apostle said, 
* They are members one of another, all baptized into one body, which 
Christ is the head of.' 

And the apostle said, * The multitude of them that believed were of 
one heart, and of one soul.' This was the true church who believed in 
the light, and became children of the light, and so were grafted into 
Christ the heavenly root and head that bears them. 

And the apostle said to the Philippians, ' That ye stand fast in one 
spirit, (to wit, the church the body of Christ,) with one mind striving to- 
gether for the faith of the gospel ; [mark,] all striving together in the 
unity of the spirit, for the faith of the gospel,' which Christ is the author 
of; which gospel brought life and immortality to light, and the faith in 
it preserved them in life and immortality. 

So here the church was to strive for unity, but it was in the spirit 

And the apostle said, ' fulfil ye my joy, that ye be like minded, having 
the same love, being of one accord, and being of one mind.' 

So the saints were to be in one mind, and one love, as in Phil, iL 2. 

And Peter in his general epistle, 1 Pet, iii. 8. said to the church of 
Christ, ' Finally brethren, be ye all of one mind,' that is all the church, 
the holy nation, ' having compassion one of another, and love as brethren ; 
be pitiful and courteous.' 

And the apostle said to the Romans, ' rejoice with them that rejoice, 
and weep with them that weep ; be of the same mind one towards an- 
other ; mind not high things, but condescend to men of low estate ; be 
not wise in thy own conceit.' 

So here he exhorts the church to unity, and to shun that which would 
hinder it' Rom, xii. 15, 16, 17. 

And the apostle said, * that ye may with one mind and one mouth 
glorify God, even the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.' Rom. xv. 6. 

And the apostle further said to the Corinthians, ' I beseech you bre- 
thren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all speak the lame 
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thing, that there be do division amongst jou, that ye be perfectly joined 
together, in the same mind, in the same judgment. 1 Cor. I 10. 

So here the church was to have one mind, and one judgment, per- 
fectly joined together in the same thing, which church Christ is the head 
of, and they are the members of his body. 

And the apostle said to the church of Corinth, ' finally, brethren fare- 
well, be perfect, be of good comfort, be of one mind, and live in peace.' 
2 Cor. xiiL 11. 

So here the church was to be perfect, and of one mind, and then the 
love of God, and his peace would be with them. 

Now to Abraham and his seed were the promises made, not onto seeds 
as of many, but as one, * to thy seed/ which is Christ 

And so the apostle tells the church, ' ye are all the children of God by 
faith in Christ Jesus ; for as many of you as have been baptized into 
Christ, have put on Christ, (this one seed,) for there is neither Jew nor 
Greek, bond nor free, male nor female, but ye are all one in Christ Jesui. 
Gal. iii. 16, 28. 

And so through him, to wit, Christ, * we have access by one spirit unto 
the Father, who hath raised Christ from the dead, and set him on his 
right hand in the heavenly places, far above all principalities, powers^ 
miglit, and dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this 
world, but also in that which is to come, and hath put all things under 
his feet, and given him to be the head over all things, to the church 
which is his body, the fulness of him that filleth all in alL' Ephes, L 

So here is seen the great power of Christ, who has all power in heaven 
and earth given to him, who is the heavenly head, that is the ruler and 
orderer of his church, the living members, the true believers, that are 
grafted into him. 

And God the Father loveth the Son, and hath given all things into 
his hand, and he that believeth in the Son of (jod, hath everlasting life» 
mark, hath it ; and he that believeth not in the Son, shall not see life» 
but the wrath of God abides upon him. John iiL 30. 

And Christ saith, * verily I say unto you, he that heareth my word, 
and believeth on him that sent me, hath everlasting life, and aball not 
come into condemnation, but is past from death to life.' John r. 24. 

Now this is and was their belief in the light, that were the children of 
the light, and born of God, which are the living members of the Uving 
head, that have this everlasting life. 

And Jesus said, « I am the bread of life, he that cometh to me shall 
never hunger, and he that cometh to me shall never thirst' And again 
Christ said, < verily I sny unto you, he that believeth on me hath ever* 
lasting life.' 
• Vol. v.— 39 



S06 

And Christ further said, ' he that believeth on me, as the scriptures 
have said, out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water/ John vii. 38. 

Now these believers were more than formal historical believers ; for 
the devil believed, and the Jews believed, but they did not believe in 
Christ the light : for the Jews* belief was but an historical belief, and 
the devirs belief did not graft him into Christ : and wicked men will 
say they believe, but they and the devil have not eternal life, nor the 
Jews; for Christ halh destroyed death, and the devil the power of it; 
neither have the Jews eternal life, nor any wicked men by an historical 
belief, except they believe in Christ the light, who is the life. 

But the true belief is that which passelh from death to life, by which 
belief they are grafted into Christ ; and every true believer hath eternal 
life, and he shall not perish, but have everlasting life, as God hath said. 

Now Christ is the heavenly, living, spiritual head of these his heavenly, 
living, spiritual members : and he that sanctificth, and they that are 
sanctified are all of one, for which cause he is not ashamed to call them 
brethren, saying, ' I will declare thy name unto my brethren, in the 
midst of the church will I sing praise unto thee/ 

So here you may see the unity and the love that is betwixt Christ and 
his church, which is his body, which he is the head of. 

And the apostle said, * but we have the mind of Christ,' (we the church,) - 
the body, the living members, the household of faith, which faith Christ 
ii the author of, the holy nation that are baptized by one spirit into one 
body, which Christ is the head of, and so they have the Son of God, and 
they that have him have life eternal, and this life is in his Son, as you . 
may see in 1 John v. 1 1 , to the end. 

So here you may see the heavenly unity and agreement betwixt the 
heavenly man, and his heavenly inembers, which he prayed for, and 
the apostles exhorted to, which the saints did and do enjoy, that perfect 
oneness in the Father and in the Son, and the heavenly, spiritual fellow- 
ship with the Son, and with the Father in his light, grace, and truth, 
and heavenly spirit and glorious gospel. 

And therefore, this may encourage all to keep in this heavenly one- 
ness and agreement, which they have in the heavenly man Christ Jesus, 
and one with another, who reconciles in one, both things in heaven, and 
things in earth, and he is the living head of his church, that be the liv- 
ing members, the true believers bom of God, which have overcome the 
world, and are grafted into him. 

Now this is the church, which is the pillar and ground of truth, which 
the gates of hell cannot prevail against ; .for Christ who is the head of 
his church hath power over death and hell, and the devil the power of 
death, and by hit power casts him and it into the lake of fire. 
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Gkfy be to God and the Lamb, who is over all from everlasting to 
everlasting, blessed for ever. 

Now Adam and Eve disobeying the command of God which he taught 
them, by that they lost the image of God, and righteousness and holi- 
ness, and the power which God had given them, and in it had set them 
over all the works of his hands ; so he came into nodsery, death and 
darkness. 

And thb death reigned from Adam till Moses, and the Lord gave his 
law by Moses, and the Lord poured out his spirit upon the house of Is- 
rael, that they might understand his law, which is spiritual : now the 
Jews erred from this spirit that God had poured upon them, and then 
they erred from his law, and then they erred from cleanness, and holi- 
ness, and righteousness, purity and uprightness, and perfection, and so 
there came rents, schisms and divisions amongst them, when they went 
from the spirit of God and (rod's holy law, and then they broke to pieces, 
and into sects one against another, but all against the prophets and 
CSirist ; but such as kept in the spirit of God, and in his law. 

Such believed in Christ, and received Christ when he came. 

The law came by Moses to the Jews, so grace and truth is come by 
Jesus Christ ; and God, who said he would ' pour out his spirit in the last 
days upon all flesh,' which days are the days of Christ, and he having 
tasted death for every man, and was an offering for the sins of the whole 
world ; and the apostles were sent by Christ to preach the gospel, which 
was preached in every creature under heaven ; and Christ doth enlighten 
every man that comes into the world with the life which is in the word, 
and saith, 'believe in the light.' 

So now all christians, and the world that do not believe in the light, 
that they may become children of the light, nor receive the gospel which 
is the power of God in every creature under heaven, if they do not re- 
ceive the power and the light which enlightens all, and the grace of God 
which brings salvation, that hath appeared unto all men to teach them. 

I say, if they do not receive this light, and this grace, and this spirit, 
which God hath poured upon all flesh, the world, christians, and Jews, 
though they may make a profession of God and Christ, yet if they re- 
ceive not his light, his spirit, his grace and gospel, but do err from the 
spirit of grace, and abuse his power, they are all in confusion and rents, 
and divisions one amongst another, being erred and rent from the gospel, 
and from the light, and from the power and spirit of God, and so from 
the church and Christ the head thereof, and are not like to come into 
unity and concord ; but as they believe in the light and walk in the lights 
and in the spirit, and their faith standing in the gospel the power of God, 
and in the grace to teach them and bring their salvation; for in the 
grace, light, power, and spirit, and truth are all united into Christ, and 
to the Father in the perfect oneness. 
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JVbzD concerning Schisms and Errors amongst the Christians. 

First, you presbyterians and other sects, that say you have not the 
same Holy Ghost, and spirit, and power as the apostles and primitive 
church had ; and the papists manifest by their fruits, they have not the 
same power and Holy Ghost as the primitive church had ; it is, because 
you arc erred from it ; for you that be erred from the same Holy Ghost 
the apostles were in, which led them into all truth, and which reproved 
the world of their sin, righteousness, and judgment, then how can you 
have the same spirit they had 7 

Now the reason why you have not the same grace, light, and spirit, 
is, first, because you hate the divine light, which is the life in Christp 
which he commands you to believe in, and so to become children of 
light 

And so you hate that which should unite you to Christ the head, and 
to make you members of his body, and to graft you into Christ by belief. 

So hating the light you are erred from the body, and are not of the 
body of Christ, of his true church. 

- Secondly, You turning not at the reproof of the Holy Ghost, which 
is for your sin, and for your righteousness, and judgment, and unbelieC 
you cannot be lead into all truth; <io no ministers of the truth, and so 
are in no true substantial, standing comfort, seeing all the true comfort 
ifl in the Holy Ghost, which is the true comforter, and takes of Christ, 
and gives unto them that are led by the Holy Ghost. 

So by this you cannot receive any thing from Christ, as you say, now 
from heaven ; for how should you, if you will not turn at the reproofi 
of the Holy Ghost, which proceeds from the Father and the Son ; for it 
takes of Christ, and gives unto them that are led by him, as is aforesaid. 

Thirdly, You say, there is no assurance of salvation on this side the 
grave ; we grant that you have none, but the church of Christ hath 
assurance, though you have not ; and what is the reason you have not ? 
because ye turn the grace of (rod into wantonness, and walk despite- 
fally against the spirit of grace : and some of you say, the grace of God 
is not sufficient to teach, and bring their salvation, and therefore they 
dare not trust in it, the grace of God which taught the saints, and 
brought their salvation, and taught them to deny ungodliness and worldly 
lasti, and established their hearts. 

And this grace (God said to Paul,) was sufficient ; and this grace the 
apoitle exhorted the church unto, which the true church knew then, it. 
wai sufficient to teach them, and to bring their salvation ; and the true 
church knowi it lo to be now. 

And now you will not come to this grace of God, which comes by 



309 

• 
Jesus, and then how can you come into the covenant of grace, and io 

have assurance of your salvation, which this grace brings, which was 

the teacher of the church in the primitive times, and is the teacher of 

the church now, which is coming out of the wilderness, and from under 

the worship of the beast and dragon, and arc coming out of Babylon 

and confusion ? they know this grace of God is sufficient to teach them, 

and to bring t^eir salvation, who are the spouse of Christ the bride, from 

whence this grace and truth comes, as it did in the apostles' days. 

So God pouring out his spirit upon all flesh, if all flesh err from this 
spirit, they err from God and his way, and his church, and Christ the 
head of it ; and then how can they see Christ their salvation, when they 
err from his spirit ? 

And you that say, you have not the same spirit of Christ, as the apos- 
tles had, the apostle tells you, * that they that have not the spirit of 
Christ, are none of his ;' and so manifest yourselves to be none of Christ's, 
and to be but christians in words, but not in the spirit. 

For the Jews in the letter and outward circumcision were looked upon 
to be no Jews ; therefore, how can you be looked upon to be true chris- 
tians, that are not in the same spirit of Christ, as the apostles were in, 
seeing he tells you, * that he that hath not the spirit of Christ is none of 
hist' for these may have the praise of men, but what praise of God 
have they ? for God hath his praise of all them that walk in his spirit. 

And so now it is clear, you being erred from the grace, and from the 
spirit, and from the gospel, and from the living, pure, divine faith, which 
Christ is the author of; therefore, you make faiths. 

And being erred from the spirit, as I said before, you are erred from 
the body of Christ ; ' for by one spirit are all the church baptized into 
one body, and so are all made to drink into one spirit ;' and this is their 
spiritual unity. 

But now you being erred from this spirit, and from this baptism that 
plungeth down sin and corruption, and imperfection, you do plead for 
sin, and its body, and imperfection to the grave ; but the church of 
Christ is to be perfect, and never pleaded for any such thing ; but what 
can you plead for else, that are unbaptized with the spirit, and not cir- 
cumcised in your hearts therewith ? 

And so being erred from this faith that gives the victory, and from 
the spirit that doth baptize, and from the light which Christ commands 
to believe in ; and from the gnice which brings salvation ; and from the 
gospel, which brings life and immortality to light: and from the faith^ 
which is the victory, which brings to build upon Christ the sure founda- 
tion ; and likewise erred from the Holy Ghost, which led the true church 
into all truth, and reproves the worfdof sin, &c. so in this jouare erred 
from the body of Christ, his church, and from him the fiving head, and 
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from God and his way ; though without this light, faith, grace, spirit, 
gospel, and Holy Ghost, you may make a profession of the scriptures, 
and of the prophets' and apostles' words, and have many churches 
amongst you in the world, and in Christendom. 

And so there you have many heads and many bodies which you call 
churches, both in Christendom and in the world, being erred and rent 
from that which le.ids into the true church, which Christ is the head of. 
And now, as it sometimes happens and falls out, that when some of 
your church members forsake you, and go to other churches, then you 
cry error, and heresy, and schism ; when alas ! you are all in the error, 
and schismatics, teaching the insufficiency of the light, and of the grace 
and of the spirit to lead into all truth : and confess that you yourselves 
are not in the same spirit or Holy Ghost the apostles were in ; and then 
are you not all in schisms and rents from the spiritual body and head : 
and therefore, when one plucks members from one church to another, 
you do but pluck from one schism to another, and from one error to 
another. 

For all, both Turks, papists, and all other sects in the world, until they 
do turn at the reproofs of the Holy Ghost, and at the reproofs of the 
light, and believe in it, there is no coming to be grafted into Christ the 
head, but by belief: and no coming into all the truth of the prophets', 
Christ's, and the apostles' words, but by being led by the same Holy 
Ghost, that gave them forth. 

But if any turn to the grace and Holy Ghost that doth reprove them 
of their sin, righteousness and judgment, and come to believe in the 
light, and so to be children of the light, and leave those churches that be 
erred from the light and spirit, then all the sects will rise against theoi, 
though they do differ one amongst another in their error and schism, 
being rent from the body of Christ, and from him the head ; and erred 
from the spirit, grace and truth, which came from him and by him ; for 
John truly said, and called the false church, < the mother of harlots :' 
now these harlots doth harlot from the light, from the grace, from the 
faith and true church, and Christ the head and husband of his church. 

And John, said this ' mother of harlots sits upon the beast, and the 
beast rose out of the earth, and the dragon that is out of the truth gave 
hb power to the beast.' 

So the beast is from the earth, and the devil is out of the truth, and 
the mother of harlots is Imrlotted from the power as the apostles were 
in ; BO she has corrupted the earth, and is the abomination of the earth, 
and so would plead for corruptions, she and her harlots to the grave ; 
for how can they plead for pureness, and perfection, being erred from 
the spirit that mortifies 7 > 

But Christ Jesus's everlasting gospel is preached again, that was 
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preached in the apostles' days, which bringeth life and immortality to 
light in people, who have been darkened by the whore, beast ^nd dragon, 
that are out of the truth. 

So they come from under the beast's worship, and the dragon's, and 
cannot touch the whore's unclean cup, that are whored from the spirit, 
light, grace, and truth, and faith the apostles and the true church were in. 

And that is the faith, that is the victory, and the belief in the light, 
by which they are children of light, and overcome the world, and are 
passed from death to life, and so are grafted into Christ the heavenly 
head, and so arc members of the body, as the church in th^ primitive 
times were, and have the same head, and the same Holy Ghost, and 
the same spirit of truth that leads into all truth*, of the prophets', 
Christ's, and the apostles' words, which were given forth by the Holy 
Ghost : and so such have the comfort of Christ, and of the Holy Ghost, 
and the comfort of all the scriptures given forth from the Holy Ghost, 
and the comfort of the Father and the Son; and sing praises and 
glory and honour, over all unto him, that lives and reigns forever and 
ever. 

And much might be written, of the state of the true church, and of 
the state of the false, which is gotten up since the apostles' days. 

But the church that was and is, is in the head that was and is, in the 
power, and grace, and spirit, and faith, and belief, which was, and 
is, by which the church is united together in one, with Christ the one 
holy, and heavenly, and spiritual head, (and over the heads of the beast, 
and dragon, and whorej to whom alone belongs all holy praises, glory 
and honour over all, from everlasting to everlasting. Amen. 

And the saints had, and have, both assurance and confidence ; fi>r 
David saith, * O, thou God of our salvation, who art the confidence of 
all the ends of the earth, and of them that are afar off upon the sea.' 
Psalm Ixv. 5. 

And Solomon said, * in the fear of the Lord is strong confidence, and 
bis children have a place of refuge.' Prav. xiv, 26. 

Now they that be out of the fear of God, and in the evil, undeparted 
from it, are not like to enjoy this confidence. 

And the Lord said, ' the work of righteousness shall be peace, and the 
efiect of righteousness, quietness and assurance forever.' Isa, xxxiL 17. 

Now they that have this peace, and quietness, and assurance, forever, 
must be in this work. 

And Paul preached the kingdom of God, and teachhfig those thingi 
which concern the Lord Jesus Christ, with all confidence. Acts xzviiL 81. 

And the apostle said, * that in Christ Jesus our Lord we have boldoea 
and access with confidence, by the faith of him,' (to wit, Oiritt) Ephn. 
ill 11, 12. 
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So here the saints hath both boldness and confidence, and accesB to 
God, through Jesus Christ. 

And the apostle speaks to the Colossians, * that their hearts might be 
comforted, being knit together in love, and unto all riches of a full assu- 
rance,' (mark,) a full assurance of understanding, to the acknowledge- 
ment of the mystery of God the Father, and of Christ. Cui ii. 2. i 

And Christ, as a Son, is over his own house ; whose house we are of; 
(tot wit, the true church,) if we hold fast the confidence, and the rejoicing 
of the hope firm unto the end. Ilcb. iii. 6. 

So these had a confidence, and they were to hold it fast. And he de- 
sired, * that every one of the church do shew forth the same diligence 
unto a full assurance of hope to the end.* lleb. iiL 0, M. 

« Therefore,' said he, • let us draw nigh with a pure heart, in full assu- 
rance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience, and 
our bodies wahhed w ith clean water : cast not therefore away your con- 
fidence, which hath great rccompence of reward.' }ltb. x. 22, 35. 

So here the church was to be in full assurance and confidence, in the 
Lord Jesus Christ, through that faith they had from him. 

And John said to the church, ' these things I write unto you, that you 
believe in the name of the Son of God, tliat ye may know, that ye have 
eternal life : and this is the confidence, that we have in him, that if we 
ask any thing according to his will, he heareth us ; and we know we are 
of God, and the whole world lieth in wickedness: and we know that the 
Sod of God is come, and hath given us an understanding, that we may 
know him that is true ; and we are in him that is true ; and this is the 
true God and eternal life.' 1 John v. 

So here was a confidence, and an assurance, and a knowledge that 
the church then had, and now have, in the same belief in the light, who 
are become children of light, and in the same belief, and same spirit. 

For, as the apostle said, ' with the heart man believeth unto righteous- 
ness, and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.' Rom. x. 

So if there be but this belief in the heart, there will be confession with 
the mouth. 

So you may see, the saints had assurance, and confidence in their faith, 
and in their salvation, Christ Jesus ; and they were exhorted to an assu- 
rance, and confidence, and boldness in Christ Jesus, the life and their 
salvation, and to rejoice in him, their head, in whom they had victory, 
who made them more than conquerors. G. F, 

MarshgrangCj the 9th of the 3d months 1676. 



To. all the KingFf Princes, and Governors in the whole world : and all thai 

jj/u^fess themselves ChristianSt and others^ to read and consider, 
Ihia icas upon me from the Lord to zirite unto you. — By G. F, 

AxD the word of the Lord is to you, that God is come, and coming to 
teach his people himself, by his Son Christ Jesus. 

For the Lord God that made all things in six days, and man and 
iToman in his image, and placed them in paradise ; God Almighty was 
their teacher, their guide, and their orderer, who did teach them what 
to do, and what to leave undone ; and as long Jis they kept under God'g 
teaching, they were happy, and kept in the image and Ukcness of God, 
and in his righteousness and holiness, and in the paradise of God. 

But when they forsook God's teaching, and disobeyed God's command, 

and hearkened unto the serpent's teaching, and obeyed his command, 

'they lost the image, and righteousness, and holiness, and likeness of God, 

and were driven out of paradise, and so came into darkness, and the fall 

and fell into sin and misery, and into the imperfect and corrupt state. 

And so death reigned from Adam to Moses, and so as by the ofience 
of one, (to wit, Adam,) came judgment upon ail men to condemnation. 

Even so by the righteousness of Christ, the free gift is come upon aH 
men to justitication of life. 

And so death reigned from Adam till Moses, and the law and the 
prophets were until John. 

And now Christ being come, the seed of the woman to bruise the ser- 
pent's head, he saith, * learn of me, I am the way, the truth, and the life, 
and no man comes to the Father but by me.' 

So here you may see Christ is the teacher again, who is the way to 
God, who bruises the head of the serpent, the false teacher, that led 
Adam and Eve from God, and is the head of all false teachers. 

* And God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son into 
the world, that whosoever believeth in him, shall not perish, but have 
cverlastini^j life.' 

And moreover, God saith, * this is my beloved Son, in whom I am well 
pleased, hear ye him.' 

So here all people are to believe in, and hear the Son, and learn of him. 

And the apostle saith to the Hebrews, ' God, who at sundry times, and 
in divers manners, spoke in times past to the fathers by the prophetii 
hath in these last days spoken unto us by his Son, whom he hath appotDt- 
ed heir of all things, by whom also he hath made the worlds.' £fe6. LS. 

So here you may see that God, who was the first speaker in pani£ie 
to Adam and Eve, was the speaker again to the apostles, and the charch 

Vol. v.— 40 
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in the primitive times, by Christ Jesus, who * renews man up into the 
image of God; and righteousness, and holiness,* as man was in, before he 

fell. 

So the same God, I say, is the speaker now in these days, by Christ 
his Son, to his people, as he was in the apostles' days; and he renews us 
up in the image of God, and righteousness, and holiness, as they were in 
before they fell. 

And this is my message to you all. 

That Grod, who was the first teacher and speaker to Adam and Eve 
in paradise, and was the speaker and teacher to the apostles and church 
in the primitive times, is now come to teach his people himself by his 
Son, if ye will hear him, as in Heb. viL 

And as the apostle saith, ^ refuse not him that speaketh from heaven, 
for if they escape not that refused him that spake on earth, much more 
shall not we escape if we turn away from him that speaks from heaven.* 
HA. xii. 25. 

Object But now you may object, and say, how shall we hear lumT 
and where, and when ? 

Answer. God poured out his spirit upon the house of Israel, to whom 
he gave his law, which was holy, just, and good ; that by God's spirit 
that was poured upon them, they might understand his law, and hear 
his voice ; as in Ezek. xxxix. 29. 

And Moses said, ' like unto me will God raise up a prophet, him shall 
ye hear in all things.' 

And it shall come to pass that every soul that will not hear that pro- 
phet shall be destroyed from amongst the people.' 

And this prophet is Christ Jesus, as you may see, in Acts iiL 24. to the 
end, whom God hath raised up. 

And in Joel iL and Acts ii. they said, * how that God would pour out of 
his spirit in the last days, upon all flesh.' 

So that now this spirit God hath poured out, and is pouring out upcm 
all flesh, (so God doth not here respect some flesh, and leave out others, 
or make a sect,) but pours out his spirit upon all flesh, to vvit, Jevrs and 
Gentiles ; for he had poured out his spirit upon the house of Israel in the 
former times ; but now in the last days, or day of Christ, the christian 
days, ' he has poured out hb spirit upon all flesh.' 

That with, and by this spirit, all flesh might see the salvation of God» 
and by this spirit they might all hear God and Christ, his Son, by whom 
God speaks, who is the alone first and last true teacher and speaker. 

And as John saith, ' in the beginning was the word, and the word was 
with God, and all things were made by him, and without him was there 
not any thing made that was made, and in him was life, (to wit, the 
word,) and the life was the light of men,' and that * was the true light 
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which lighteth everj man that cometh into the world/ to wit, the life 
that is in the word, which was before any thing was made. 

So this light which is the life in the word, is not natural nor created. 

And Christ saith, < believe in the light, that ye may become children 
of the light.' John xii. 36. 

And 80 by belief in the spiritual, heavenly and divine light, which is 
the life in Christ the word, which was in the beginning, by which all 
things were made : they came and come to be grafted into Christ, the 
heavenly root that bears them, and so become children of the light. 

So here you may see Christ Jesus, the second Adam, the Lord from 
heaven, who is the light of the world, and lightens every man that 
cometh into the world, saith, ' believe in the light, that you may become 
children of the^light ;' and this is the heavenly, divine light that doth 
let you see a^j;our sins that you have acted or committed, and all your 
evil words or thoughts that you have ungodlily thought or spoken ; and 
80 the same light which lets you see all your sins, will also let you see 
your Saviour Christ Jesus, from whence the light doth come to save you 
from your dna. 

' And if you do evil, and hate this light, and will not come to it, be- 
cause it doth reprove you, thb light will be your condemnation. Jchn iiL 

For the apostle saith, ' whatsoever doth reprove and make manifest, 
is light' 

And Christ was an offering for the sins of the whole world, therefore 
all are to look unto him. 

And he ' is a propitiation for the sins of the whole world, and hath 
tasted death for eyery man ;' as in Heh, ii. 9. and 1 John ii. 2. 

'And the grace of (rod that brings salvation, hath appeared to all 
men, teaching us (to wit, the true christians,) that denying ungodliness 
and worldly lusts, we should live soberly and godly in this present world.' 
Tit. 11. 11,12. 

Now this was and is all the true christians' teacher, the grace of Grod 
which brings their salvation, which hath appeared unto all men. 

So if all men have and know salvation, it is brought to them 1)y this 
grace of God, their teacher ; which grace brought salvation to the 
church in the primitive times, and which grace brings the salvation to 
the true church now in our times. 

Object. Now if you should enquire, or ask from whence comes this 
grace 1 

Answer. The law came by Moses to the Jews, the house of Israel, 
upon whom God poured out of his spirit that they might understand his 
law. 

But this grace of God and truth comes by Jesus Christ, which hath 
appeared unto all men, to teach them and bring their salvation. 
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Now such as turn it into wantonness, and walk despitefiilly Against the 
grace their teacher, unto such it does not bring their salvation, but woe 
IS pronounced against such, as you may read in Jude, 

For such as turn the grace of God into wantonness, deny the Lord 
that bought them, and deny the grace of God their teacher, which should 
bring their salvation. 

And * Christ, who has tasted death for every man, and was an ofiering 
for the sins of the whole world, has enlightened every man that cometh 
into the world ;' so his light hath appeared unto all, that they might 
come to it, and believe in the light ; and his grace hath appeared unto 
all men, to teach them, and bring their salvation. 

Now whilst Christ was with his disciples, he sent them first to preach 
salvation to the lost sheep of the house of Israel, and not to go into the 
way of the Gentiles ; and when he gave them his commilliDD, he said 
unto them, * freely you have received, freely give.' 

And after Christ was risen from the dead, he gave his disciples a larger 
commission, and bid them then ' go into all nations, and preach the gospel 
to every creature under heaven.' 

So God having poured x)ut his spirit upon all flesh, that by the spirit 
they might underst<in'i his gospel, and by his light which enlightens ail 
men, they might see it ; and by his grace which hath appeared unto all 
men, they might receive his gospel which was sent down from heaven, 
as Peter says, and so not from men. 

And the apostle said, *God would judge the world according to his 
gospel, by the man Christ Jesus ;' that is according to the invisible power, 
the everlasting gospel which is preached to every creature under heaven, 
according as they receive it and obey it ; or do not receive it, but diso- 
bey it. 

And so this everlasting gospel being preached again, and received 

again, as it was in the apostles* days, which brings life and immortality 

. to light, by which we see over the devil that has darkened us from this 

life and immortality, who led Adam and Eve into the fall from the image 

of God. 

And so the glorious fellowship of the gospel, and salvation is known 
again, and received and obeyed by us, the people of God, called Qua- 
kers, who know his voice that shakes the heavens and the earth, that 
that may appear, and that has appeared that cannot be shaken. 

And so all people upon the face of the earth, must come to the spirit, 
that God has poured upon all flesh, and know the spirit in their hearts, 
and the truth there, that by this spirit they may be baptized and cir- 
cumcised; \yhich circumcision of the spirit will cut off sin and death, 
and imperfection, which has gotten into them by disobedience and trans- 
gression ;^ahd that they may worship and serve God in the spirit and in 
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the truth; and this spirit and truth must be in every man's and ^^oman's 
heart. 

And this is the worship that Christ, the spiritual and heavenly man 
set up above sixteen hundred years ago, when he put down the worship 
at the mountain, where Jacob's well was, and at Jerusalem, where the 
temple was. 

Now in this, the standing, perfect, and catholic worship in the spirit, 
and in the truth, which the devil is out of, must God the Father be 
worshipped. 

Now Christ, after he was rbcn, he sent the Holy Ghost, according to 
his promise, which should lead the disciples into all truth ; and he said, 
* it should reprove the world of sin, of righteousness, and of judgment.' 

So all the world have a judgment, and a righteousness ; but the spirit 
of truth, (whick leads the true christians into all truth, to Christ, from 
whence it comes, their Lord and righteousness,) reproves the world for 
their sin, for their judgment, and for their righteousness. 

So all the world must turn from their righteousness, their judgment, 
and their sin, which they are reproved of, if they will be led by the spirit 
of truth, which is the true christian's leader and guide into all truth. 

And this is the spirit of truth that shews the true christians things to 
come ; and this is the spirit which Christ saith, shall glorify me ; * for it 
shall take of mine, and shew it unto you,' to wit, the christians. 

And this spirit of truth doth all the true christians witness which pro- 
ceeds from the Father and the Son ; and this spirit of truth leads us out 
of all error into all truth, all such as are led, and guided, and taught bj 
it, up to God from whence it comes. 

And so up to his teaching, for it was God that taught Abraham, Isaac, 
Jacob, and Moses, and all the prophets, and is not God the same? and 
doth not Moses say, ^ would to God that all the Lord's people were pro- 
phets;' and he rebuked him that would have him to forbid them that 
were prophesying in the camp, as in JVumh, xi. 

And does not Isaiah say, < all thy children shall be taught of the 
Lord, and great shall be the peace of thy children. Isaiah liv. 

And does not Christ Jesus say, * no man comcth to me except the Fa- 
ther, which hath sent me, draw him,' and I will raise him up at the last 
day. 

And further Christ saith, it is written in the prophets, ' they shall be 
all taught of God ;' every man therefore that hath heard, and that hath 
learned of the Father, cometh to me. 

And doth not Jeremiah say by way of prophecy, speaking of the new 
covenant, * I will put my laws in their inward parts, and writfe them in 
their hearts, and I will be their God, and they shall be my people, and 
they shall teach no more every man bis neighbour, and every man bis 
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brother, saying, know the Lord, for they shall all know me finom the least 
of them, to the greatest of them, saith the Lord ; for I will forgive them 
their iniquities, and I will remember their sins no more/ Jar. xxxi. 2^ 

' And I will give them a heart to know me, that I am the Lord, and 
they shall be my people, and I will be their God, for they shall turn unto 
me with their whole hearts. Jer. xxiv. 

And in Jer, xxx. 22. ' ye shall be my people, and I will be your God. 

And in Heb. viiL doth not the apostle shew there the fulfilling the old 
covenant, saying, < they shall wax old as a garment, and preacheth up 
the new covenant 7 and are not these the days that are the chrbtian 
days, the days of the new covenant, wherein all shall know the Lord. 

Now let all Chrbtendom, which professes the new covenant, Christ 
Jesus, examine themselves; has God written his law in your hearts? 
Hath he put it into your minds ? that you can say God is jpur God, and 
you are his people, and that you need not to teach every man his neigh- 
bour, and every man his brother, saying ' know the Lord,' and that you 
do all know God, from the greatest to the least of you. 

So if you know this, you are under God's teachings and his work, who 
is at work in your hearts. 

And can you say as the christians did in the apostles' days, ' we know 
the Son of God is come, and has given us an understanding that we may 
know him that is true, and we are in him that is true, even in his Son 
Jesus Christ ; and whosoever believeth that Jesus is the Christ, \s born of 
God ; and he that believeth on the Son of God, hath the witness in him- 
self; and he that hath the Son of God, hath life ; and he that hath not 
the Son of God, hath not life ? 

Come now all you that are called christians, try your belief; are you 
born of God ? have you the witness in yourselves ? have you the Son of 
God ? then ye have life : do ye know that ye are of God ? do ye know 
the Son of God is come ? has he given you an understanding ? do ye 
know him that is true ; to wit, Christ ? and are you in him that is true T 
read 1 John v. 

For the apostle said, * after they believed, they were sealed with 
the spirit of promise, and they could set to their seal (that the spirit had 
sealed them with,) that God was true in his prophets, and in his Son, 
and in all hb prombcs.' 

And does not the Lord say, *• that he hath given Christ for a witness 
and a leader, and a commander to the people V now, b not he come T 
and b he not God's true and faithful witness? and b he your leader and 
commander? examine yourselves, ha, Iv. 

All that call yourselves christians, are not you to follow hb leading 
by hb power, light, and spirit, and grace, and gospel, and obey hb com- 
mands? 
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And does ndt Crod say, ' I will give him for a light to the Gentiles, fhat 
he may be iny salvation to the ends of the earth V 

So he that is the light to the Gentiles, is God's salvation to the ends of 
the earth. 

So with the light as I said before, you may see your sins, and with the 
light you may see Christ your salvation. 

And Christ is he that says to the prisoners, ' go forth ; and to them 
that are in darkness, show yourselves ;' and so he is the feeder of them 
that hunger and thirst, and the preserver, and leads them ; even by the 
springs of water shall he guide them ; as in Jer, xlix. 

So now Christ is come, and you that are called christians will confess 
him ; but how does he exercise his offices in you, or amongst you 1 

His office, as he is a counsellor ; do you hear his voice from heaven, 
concerning your heavenly state : his office, as he is a leader to lead you 
out of sin and evH, and to rule in your hearts by faith, as a commander: 
his office, as he is a shepherd, are you his sheep ? and do ye hear his 
voice 1 for Christ saith, < I am the good shepherd, and give my life for 
the sheep :' and again, * I am the good shepherd, and know my sheep, 
and I am known of mine.' 

And ' he calleth hb sheep by name, and leadeth them out : and when 
he hath put forth his sheep, he goeth before them ; and his sheep follow 
him, for they know his voice.' 

Now consider, doth Christ exercise this office of a shepherd amongst 
you ? do you follow him T do ye know his voice ? and doth he lead you 
in and out into his pastures of life 7 or do ye know the voice of the 
hireling and stranger, and follow them ? which his sheep will not. 

And likewise, how doth Christ exercise his office, as he is a bishop to 
oversee you, who is the heavenly and spiritual man, with his heavenly 
spirit, light, and grace, and the head of his church. 

And how does Christ exercise his office, as he is a priest amongst you, 

■ who has died for you 1 do ye feel his blood sprinkling your hearts, and 

his pure water washing you, and he sanctifying of you v that he may 

present you holy, without spot or wrinkle, and without blemish to God. 

And how do ye feel Christ exercising his office as a prophet amongst 
you 1 do you hear him in all things ? doth he reveal the Father to you I 
for none knows ]iim nor the Father, but by revelation ? doth he open the 
hook of conscience to you ? and the book of the law, and the book of 
the prophets, and the book of parables, and the book of life 7 that you 
. may see your names written in the book of life, and Christ, the end of 
the law and the prophets, and the sum and substance of all, who is the 
' rock of ages,' your rock in this age to build upon, who is the foundation 
of many generations, and the foundation of the prophets and the apos- 
tles, and your foundation now to build upon. 
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And how doth he exercise his kingi j office amongst joa, or in you T 
doth he rule in your hearts by faith ? as he did in the church in the 
primitive times: so is Christ tiic heavenly and spiritual man your ruler, 
by his power, and faith, and spirit, and grace in your hearts. 

And doth not the apostle bid the church in his days, to Mook unto 
Jesus the author and tinishcr of their faith : and now must people look 
any where else, but to Jesus the heavenly and spiritual man, to b^ the 
author and iinisher of their faith. Is there any faith that will save, but that 
which Jesus is the author of? ' who purifies their hearts, and gives them 
access to God ; or can they please God in any other faith, but this which 
Jesus Christ is the author of? and is not this the faith that all the s<Vmts 
arc to contend for ? which is holy, precious, pure, and divine, which 
Christ the holy and spiritual man is the author of; and is not this the 
one faith which they have from the one Lord ? who is the one baptizer 
with his one baptism, into one body, by one spirit, wlio thoroughly pur- 
geth the floor of men and womeirs hearts, and 'burns up the chaff with 
unquenchable fire, and gathers his wheat into his garner:' and so are not 
all the true christians to walk in the steps of this faith? which is the 
faith of Abraham, which is the gift of GoJ ; aod ' Jesus is the author of 
it,' in which faith they have all unity. 

And is not this the faith that works bv love? 

And doth not the apostle tell the church of the Corinthians, that if 
they had not love, all their prophesying and their speaking, ' though with 
the tongues of men and angels, yet if they had not charity, (or iove,) it 
was but as sounding brass, and tinkling cymbals.' 

And now let Christendom sec and examine themselves, whether they 
have Imd love one to another, who have the tongues, andean speak and 
understand history and languages with them ; yet if ye have not this 
love and charity, are ye not as sounding brass and tinkling cymbals: 
though ye may have all the scriptures from Genesis to the Revelations; 
yet being out of this love, ye are but as sounding brass, and as tinkling 
cymbals. 

And doth not the apostle say to the church of the Galatians, < he that 
is born of the flesh, persecutes him that was born of the spirit ;' and 
mark, is it not even so now ? 

Doth not he that is born of the flesh, succeed hb forefathers in per- 
secution of him that succeeds in the birth of the spirit, in the spiritual 
wisdom, in the spiritual way, and in the spiritual worship; in the spiri- 
tual praying, and in the spiritual baptism, and spiritual circurocisioD ; 
and walking in the spirit, and living in the spiritual fellowship, the spirit 
that leads all the sons of God, that keep the testimony of Jesus^ the 
spirit of prophecy; that keep the precious, divine, and holy faith, which 
Jesus is the author and finisher of, who is led by this spirit of truth : 
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that Christ promised before his resurrection he would send after his 
resurrection, which leads his disciples, his learners into all truth : are not 
these the children of the free woman, ^ Jerusalem that is above, the 
mother of us all? and arc not these them that are persecuted. by the 
birth of the flesh ? 

So these true christians and sons of God, that are led by the spirit 
of God, cannot own any mother below, but Jerusalem that is from 
above. 

So let Christendom see whether they have not been of that birth that 
persecutes him that is born of the spirit, and gone contrary to Christ's 
commands, who says, ' love one another,' and ' love your enemies ;' and 
let their teachers see whether they have not gone contrary to Christ's 
commands, who said, * freely ye have received, freely give ;' and when 
they had returned back, and had done their message, Christ asked them» 
* whether they lacked any thing ? and they told him no.' 

And the apostle Paul that was converted after Christ was risen ; he 
ssiid, ' he coveted no man*s silver or gold, nor apparel, but laboured with 
his own hands, that he might keep the gospel without charge,' and there- 
in was his glory. 

And now have ye succeeded the apostles in their heavenly birth, and 
in obedience to his command and example aforesiiid ? 

And Moses said, ' would all the Lord's people were prophets,' who was 
a judge, a captain, and a leader. 

And I would to God that all the kings and rulers of the earth were of 
his mind. 

And docs not the apostle say, ' that God would pour out his spirit upon 
all flesh, and his sons and daughters should prophesy, and the old men 
should dream dreams, and the young men should see visions,' &c. 

Now, what is the matter ? seeing God doth ' pour out Iiis spirit upon 
all flesh,' that your sons and daughters do not prophesy, and that your 
old men and young men, and hand-maids and servants have not their 
dreams and the visions of God. Is it not because that vou vex, and 
quench, and grieve the spirit of God, and rebel against it in your hearts, 
and so comes to be the birth of the flesh, and persecutes him that is born 
and led by the spirit ? 

And doth not Christ say, < as ye would that men should do unto you, do 
ye also to them likewise V and christians, if * they love them only that 
love them again, what thanks was this V for sinners do so ; or 'do good 
unto them that do good unto you again ?' sinners did so : but Christ 
says, * you must love your enemies, and do good unto them that hate 
you.' Luke vi. 

And doth not James tell you, that if you fulfil the royal law, accord- 
ing to the scripture, ' thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself?' Jam. ii. 

Vol. v.. 
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And how doth he exercise his kinglj office amongst joa, or in youT 
doth he rule in your hearts by faith ? as he did in the church in the 
primitive times: so is Christ the heavenly and spiritual man your ruler, 
by his power, and faith, and spirit, and grace in your heart?. 

And doth not the apostle bid the church in his days, to 'look unto 
Jesus the author and ijnishcr of their faith : and now must people look 
any where el.se, but to Jesus the heavenly and spiritual man, to b^ the 
author and tinisher of their faith. Is there any faith that will save, but that 
which Jesus is the author of? * who purifies their hearts, and gives them 
access to God ; or can they please God in any other faith, but this which 
Jesus Christ is the author of? and is not this the faith that ail the saints 
arc to contend for ? which is holy, precious, pure, and divine, which 
Christ the holy and spiritual man is the author of; and is not this the 
one faith which they have from the one I^ord ? who is the one baptizer 
with his one baptism, into one body, by one spirit, wlio thoroughly pur- 
geth the floor of men and women's hearts, and * burns up the chaff with 
unquenchable fire, and gathers his wheat into his garner:' and so are not 
all the true christians to walk in the steps of this faith? which is the 
faith of Abraham, which is the gift of GoJ ; and ^ Jesus is the author of 
it,' in which faith they have all unity. 

And is not this the faith that works bv love? 

And doth not the apostle tell the church of the Corinthians, that if 
they had not love, all their prophesying and their speaking, * though with 
the tongues of men and angels, yet if they had not charity, (or love,) it 
was but as sounding brass, and tinkling cymbals,' 

And now let Christendom see and examine themselves, whether they 
have had love one to another, who have the tongues, and can speak and 
understand history and languages with them ; yet if ye have not this 
love and charity, are ye not as sounding brass and tinkling cymbals: 
though ye may have all the scriptures from Genesis to the Revelations; 
yet being out of this love, ye are but as sounding brass, and as tinkling 
cymbals. 

And doth not the apostle say to the church of the Galatians, ' he that 
is born of the flesh, persecutes him that was born of the spirit ;' and 
mark, is it not even so now ? 

Doth not he that is born of the flesh, succeed his forefathers in per* 
secution of him that succeeds in the birth of the spirit, in the spiritual 
wisdom, in the spiritual way, and in the spiritual worship; in the spiri- 
tual praying, and in the spiritual baptism, and spiritual circuracisioii ; 
and walking in the spirit, and living in the spiritual fellowship, the spirit 
that leads all the sons of God, that keep the testimony of Jesos^ the 
spirit of prophecy ; that keep the precious, divine, and holy faitb« which 
Jesus is the author and finisher of, who is led by this spirit of truth : 
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that Christ promised before his resurrection he would send after his 
resurrection, which leads his dbciples, his learners into all truth : are not » 
these the children of the free woman, *• Jerusalem that is above, the 
mother of us all?' and arc not these them that are persecuted. by the 
birth of the flesh ? 

So these true christians and sons of God, that are led by the spirit 
of God, cannot own any mother below, but Jerusalem that is from 
above. 

So let Christendom see whether they have not been of that birth that 
persecutes him that is born of the spirit, and gone contrary to Christ's 
commands, who says, ' love one another,' and ' love your enemies ;' and 
let their teachers see whether they have not gone contrary to Christ's 
commands, who said, * freely ye have received, freely give ;' and when 
they had returned back, and had done their message, Christ asked them> 
* whether they lacked any thing ? and they told him no.' 

And the apostle Paul that was converted fifter Christ was risen ; he 
ssiid, ' he coveted no man's silver or gold, nor apparel, but laboured with 
his own hands, that he might keep the gospel without charge,' and there- 
in was his glory. 

And now have ye succeeded the apostles in their heavenly birth, and 
in obedience to his command and example aforesaid ? 

And Moses said, ' would all the Lord's people were prophets,* who was 
a judge, a captain, and a leader. 

And I would to God ttiat all the kings and rulers of the earth were of 
his mind. 

And docs not the apostle say, ' that God would pour out his spirit upon 
all flesh, and his sons and daughters should prophesy, and the old men 
should dream dreams, and the young men should see visions,' &c. 

Now, what is the matter ? seeing God doth ' pour out his spirit upon 
all flesh,' that your sons and daughters do not prophesy, and that your 
old men and young men, and hand-maids and servants have not their 
dreams and the visions of God. Is it not because that you vex, and 
quench, and grieve the spirit of God, and rebel against it in your hearts, 
and so comes to be the birth of the flesh, and persecutes him that is born 
and led by the spirit 1 

And doth not Christ say, ' as ye would that men should do unto you, do 
ye also to them likewise V and christians, if * they love them only that 
love them again, what thanlcs was this V for sinners do so ; or 'do good 
unto them that do good unto you again ?' sinners did so : but Christ 
says, ' you must love your enemies, and do good unto them that hate 
you.' Luke vi. 

And doth not James tell you, that if you fulfil the royal law, accord- 
ing to the scripture, ' thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself?' Jam. ii. 

Vol. v.— 41 
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Now if you love your neighbour as yourselves, ye will not persecute 
about religion. 

And let all nations in Christendom, and elsewhere, consider this ; let 
no neighbour sect in Christendom (as there is many,) persecute, kill, or 
banish, prison, or spoil the goods of his neighbour seel about religion, 
because he will not be of his religion, and of his faith : for the apostle 
tells you, * they themselves had not power over the saints' faith :' for ' if 
you do unto all men as you would have them do unto you,' which is 
Christ's and the apostles' doctrine, you would not have any to banish, 
prison, kill, or spoil your goods, concerning your religbn ; then pray see 
you do not so unto others, and see if you can keep this royal law : for 
would you have the Turks, or Tartars, or Jews to kill, or imprison, or 
spoil your goods about your religion ? you say no ; then do not you do so 
to them, nor to one another that arc called christians, that may difier 
from vou in vour religion ? for vou would not be so served vourselves, 
seeing that the conformity lies to the image of God, to which all must be 
conformable ; and in that the true uniformity lies ; and unto his righte- 
ousncss and holiness as man was in before he fell : and this Ls Christ's 
and God's work to create them anew, and renew them again into his 
image : and * God is the rewarder of all them that diligently seek himi 
and he will judge every man according to his works.' Rev. xx. 13. 

And behold, saith Christ, * I come quickly, and my reward is with me, 
to give every man as his works shall be.' Rev, xxiL 

And Christ saith, * the Son of man shall come in the glory of his Father 
with his angels, and then he shall reward every man according to his 
works.' 

And the apostle tells the church of the Corinthians, * every man shall 
receive his reward according to his own labour.' 1 Cor. iii. 

And the apostle said concerning Alexander the copper-smith, which did 
him much evil, * the Lord reward him according to his works.' 2 77m. iv. 

And Christ saith, ' let the tares and the wheat grow together, until 
the harvest, which is the end of the world, lest they pluck up the good 
seed with the bad ;' after he had sown the good seed, and the wicked 
one came and sowed the tares ; for Christ is the good seedsman, and the 
devil is the wicked seedsman. 

And he tells them the * harvest is the end of the world ;' and then he 
will send his angels to sever the wheat from the tares. 

And Christ reproved the servant, • whose Lord had forgiven him his 
debt, who would not forgive his fellow-servant' 

And do not you often say in the Ijord's prayer, * forgive us as we do 
forgive them that trespass against us V and so you ask the Lord to for- 
give you your trespasses, no more but as you do forgive others that have 
trespassed against you. 
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And then consider, all you that do not forgive, whether you can ex- 
pect any forgiveness. 

So Christ hath enlightened all, and his grace hath appeared unto 
all men, and he hath promised to pour out his spirit upon all flesh, and 
' his gospel is preached to every creature,' and he ' hath tasted death 
for every man.' 

It is he that will reward every man according to his works. 

And there is a day, ' when God will judge the secrets of all men by 
Jesus Christ, according to the gospel which is preached to every creature 
under heaven.' Ronu ii. 16. 

And * he hath appointed a day in the which he will judge the world 
in righteousness, by the man Christ Jesus, whom he hath ordained, 
whereof he hath given assurance to all men, in that he hath raised Christ 
from the dead.' Acts. xvii. 

And Christ shall judge the quick and the dead at his appearing. 

So all judgment is committed unto the Son ; and Christ saith, 'judge 
not, lest ye be judged ;' for with what judgment ye judge, ye shall be 
judged ; and with what measure you meet, it shall be met to you. 

So * let the beam be plucked out of your own eyes, before ye go to 
pluck the mote out of your brother's eye;' for ye are all brethren in 
Adam. 

And James tells you, 'you must not speak evil one of another; for he 
that spcaketh evil of his brother, and judges his brother, speaks evil of 
the law, and judges the law :' but if thou judgest the law, thou art not 
a doer of the law, but a judge. 

And James saith, ' behold the judge standeth before the door.' 

Mark, what judge is this? and what door is this ? Jam. iv. 11, 5, 9. 

Here you may see, Christ is the judge of every man, according to his 
works ; and if ye hate his light, and turn his grace into wantonness, and 
quench his spirit, and rebel against the Holy Ghost, as the Jews did ; 
though you may make a profession of the scripture, and not walk in the 
life that gave them forth, yet God and Christ will judge you, and reward 
you according to your works, (and every man,) whether they be good 
or evil. > 

So let all christians give over the work of persecution, and cast forth 
that birth that is born of the flesh, which will persecute ; for he must 
not be heir with him that is born of the spirit. 

And therefore, as the apostle saith, * cast forth the bond-woman and 
her son, for he must not inherit the kingdom, and the world that hath 
no end.' GaL iv. 30. 

I say, the kingdom of God, that stands in righteousness and joy in the 
Holy Ghost; they that are led by the Holy Ghost, inherits this. 

And this first birth of the flesh you must cast forth by the spirit of God. 
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For Christ tells you, * you must be born again, before je can enter 
into the kingdom of God.' 

And of thia birth I fear many that profess themselves christians, are 
as ignorant of as Nicodemus. 

But * turn at my reproof/ saith the Lord, ' and behold I will pour out 
my spirit upon you, and I will make known my words unto you.' 

Now if you will turn at the reproofs of God's spirit, ye will come to 
know his word^, and know this birth of the spirit. Prai\ i. 22. 

And di i not Moses say, ' that God was the (lod of the spirits of all 
flesh.' Xumb, xvL And did not the apostle say, ' that in God we live, 
move, and have our being, as some of you j)oets have also said.' 

And in jVi/mb. xxvii. again, did not Moses call the Lord, *the God of 
the spirits of all flesh.' 

And so is not all your eyes to look up unto the Lord God, the creator 
of all, and the life of all ; that gives breath unto all, that in him they 
may live, and move, and have their being. 

And the Lord is not slack concerning his promise, but is long suffering 
towards us, not willing that any should perish, but that ail should come 
to repentance. 2 Pet. ii. 

For Christ al<o hath once suffered for sin, the just for the unjust, that 
he might bring us (o God ; mark, that Christ might bring us to God, 
*• being put to death in the flesh, but quickened in the spirit ;' by which, 
to wit, the spirit ; 'Christ also went and preached unto the spirits in 
prison, which sometimes were disobedient, when once the long suffering 
of God waited in the days of Noah, whilst the ark was preparing, 
wherein few, that i?, eight souls were saved.' 1 Pet. iiL and the rest were 
drowned. 

And now consider, has not the long suffering of God waited upon 
Christendom, and all others; and do ye think that Christ now by his 
spirit does not preach to the disobedient, and the spirits in prison; and 
consider, all that are disobedient to the spirit of God, are not your spirits 
in prison ? 

And was not the old world overthrown by water, and they perished 
for their rebellion and di-iobcdienre to God ? and do ye not think, that 
by the same word and power, that the heavens and earth which are now, 
are kept in storo, reserved unto fire against the day of judgment, and 
perdition of ungodly men. 

So be not ignorant of this one thinir, * that one day is with the Lord 
as a thousand years, and a thousand year« as one day :' and therefore 
as the I^inl di'?troyed the old uiigmlly worhl by water, so will he destroj 
the unt^odlv world in the lake of tire. 

And so here ye may see Christ by his spirit was a preacher to the 
spirits in prison, in the days of Noah to the old world ; and now be is a 
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preacher by his spirit unto the spirits that are in prison, in you that dis- 
obey it. 

For does not James tell you, * that the judge stands at the door ;^ What 
door is this 7 Is it not the door of your hearts, minds, and souls 7 

And does not John say to the seven churches, seven times, * he that 
hath an ear, let him hear ivhat the spirit saith to the churches 7 and 
"was not this the spirit of Christ, whom John saw walking in the midst of 
the seven golden candlesticks, which are the seven churches ? 

And does not John the divine say of the Son of (Sod, * that he stands 
at the door and knocks V and saith if any man will hear my voice and 
open the door, I will come into him, and sup with him, and he with me.' 
Rev. iiL 

So what door is this that Christ knocks at 7 is it not the door of your 
hearts, minds, and souls 7 and therefore, do not you stop youl* ears, and close 
your eyes, like the pharisees, but hear Chrbt's voice, by turning at the 
reproofs of his spirit and his light ; and then he which bath enlightened 
you ' will come in, and sup with you, and you with him.' 

And Christ tells Pilate, when he was examining him, < for this cause 
came I into the world, that I should bear witness unto the truth, and 
every one that is of the truth heareth my voice ; mark this, every one of 
you christians, every one of you that is of the truth, heareth Christ's 
voice ; but you that are not of the truth, heareth not his voice, and will 
say there is no hearing of his voice nowadays. 

And Pilate, the governor, said unto Christ, ' what is truth 7' and I fear 
that there is too many that are called christians, that crucify Christ to 
themselves afresh, that may say as Pilate did, ' what is truth 7' so much 
are they strangers to it John xviii. 

And therefore, as the apostle saith to the Corinthians, ' examine your- 
selves, whether ye be in the faith,' to wit, that faith ^ which Jesus Christ 
is the author and finisher of,' which is holy, divine, and precious, and 
prove your own selves. * Know you not your own selves, how that Jesus 
Christ is in you, except ye be reprobates ?' 2 Cor, xiiL 

So examine and prove yourselves. 

Now if you do say, with what, and how shall we examine and prove 
ourselves 7 the apostle tells you, 'God who commanded the light to shine 
out of darkness, hath shined into our hearts, to give the light of the 
knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ Jesus ; but we have 
this treasure in earthen vessels,' that the excellency of the ' power may 
be of God, and not of us.' 

So this light that shines in your hearts, will give you the knowledge if 
you will come to it ; and they that doth truth will come to it, that with 
the light he may see his works, how they are wrought in God ; and it 
vriil give them the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ 
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Jesus where he hath received the light, which is the life in him, the word* 
2 Cor, iv. and M i. 4, and Job iii. 21. 

And the Lord God has promised and hath fulfilled, and is fulfilling 
his promise: *I will give them one heart, and I will put a new spirit 
within them, and I will take aw<iy the stony heart out of their tlesh,and 
they shall walk in my statutes, and keep my ordinances and do them; 
and they sliall be my people, and I will he their God.' Ezek. xi. 

And in Ezek. xviii. ' cast away from you your transgressions, and make 
you a new lieart and a new spirit,* &,c. 

And I will put my spirit in you, and ye shall live,' saith the Lord ; 
and I will sprinkle clean water upon you, and ye shall be clean from all 
your filthiness, and from all your idols T will cleanse you : a new heart 
also will I give you, and a new* spirit will I put within you, and I will 
take away the stony heart out of your flesh, and I will give you a heart 
of flesh.' Ezck. xxxvi. 37. 

And now, consider, ye christians, do ye witness this spirit ? and this 
new heart, which all the true christians doth. 

And the Lord s<'ud, ' that his sheep hath been scattered, and they have 
wandered through all mountains, and from mountain to hill ; and he 
will seek his sheep, and I will feed them in a good pasture,' saith the 
Lord, * and cause them to lie down, and I will set one shepherd over 
them, and he shall feed them, and he shall be their shepherd.* Ezek. xxxiv. 

And is not this Christ, who is the only feeder of his sheep? 

And does not Solomon acknowledge, ' how God taught Israel the good 
wav wherein they should walk.' 2 Chrcm, vi. 

And does not David say, ' the Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want, 
he maketh me to lie down in green pastures, he maketh me to lie down 
beside the still rivers ; he restoreth my soul, and leadeth me in the paths 
of righteousness for his name*s sake ?' 

Now, can you say so, that are called christians, and acknowledge 
David's teacher as he did, and that the Lord is your shepherd, and that 
you do not want ? 

And David said, ' O, God thou hast taught me from my youth, and 
hitherto have declared thy wondrous works.' Psalm xvii. 

I have not departed from thy judgments, for thou hast taught nne; 
« how sweet are thy words unto my taste, yea, sweeter than the honej- 
comb to mv mouth.' Psalm cxix. 102. 

Now, ye christians, consider this, here David acknowledged God's 
teaching, and how sweet his words were to him : but are God's wordi 
so sweet unto vou ? and do vou hear God and Christ's voice? 

And in Pro?, iv. 1 1. ' I have taught thee in the w*ay of wisdom, I have 
led thee in the right path.' 

And the Lord said, I have taught Ephraim aho to go ; and when brad 
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was a child I loved him, and called my Son out of Egypt, taking them 
by their arms, but they knew not that I healed them.' Hos. xL 1,3. 

And so ye may see here how they acknowledged the Lord's teaching. 

And the apostle said, ' I neither received the gospel of man, neither 
was I taught it, but by the revelation of Jesus Christ' GaL i. 

Here the apostle acknowledgeth, both how he was taught it, and how 
he received the gospel. 

And the apostle tells the church, * as touching brotherly love, ye need 
not that I write unto you,' for ye yourselves are taught of God ' to love 
one another.' 1 Thes. iv. 9. 

Mark, here the church of the Thessalonians were under God's teach- 
ing, and so let all that call and count themselves christians, see if they 
be under God and Christ's teaching, who is love, and teaches them to 
* love one another,' for it is the wicked one that teacheth them to hate 
one another ; and John tells you, < he that loveth not his brother is not 
of God.' 

And the apostle bids them ^ hold fast the word as they had been 
taught, that they may be able with sound doctrine to exhort and con- 
vince the gainsayers, not to persecute the gainsayers.' TiL i. 9. 

And John tells the church in his general epistle, ' the anointing which 
ye have received of him, abideth in you ; and yc need not that any man 
teach you, but as the same anointing teacheth you all things, and is 
true, and is no lie ; and even as it hath taught you, yc shall abide in him : 
and these things I have written unto you concerning them that seduce 
you.' Epist. i. 2, 

And now, let all that are called christians, see if they are not seduced 
from this anointing within, which the true church received from the 
holy one, and whether they are not seduced from this teacher which 
John did direct the true church unto. 

And you may see how the Lord taught Moses and Aaron, and what 
words they should speak to Pharaoh. Exod, iv. 

But Moses said, ' like unto me will God raise up a prophet, him shall 
ye hear in all things:' now consider, all ye christians, whether do ye 
believe that God hath raised up this prophet Christ Jesus? and if so, 
whether do ye hear him ? who remains in the heavens till all things be 
restored. And consider how he doth restore, and by what 1 for such 
' were restored that sat in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus. 

And David saith, ' 0, how I love thy law, it is my meditation all the 
day : through thy commandments, thou hast made me wiser than my 
enemies*; I have more understanding than all my teachers, thy testimo- 
nies are my meditation : I understand more than the ancients, because I 
kept thy precept.' PscUm cxix. 99. 

Now consider, who was David's teacher that he did thus pro6t ? 
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Lord thy God, which teaches thee to profit, which leadeth thee by the 
way thou shouldst ga' Isa. xlviii. 17. 

So here you may sec God is both the leader and teacher, that teacheth 
Ills people to profit. 

And therefore all ye christians consider, how is Christ your leader and 
teacher ? For we must tell you, the Lord God doth not change, nor his 
Son, and he is come to teach his children himself, who teaches them to 
profit, ' and the manifestatidn of the spirit of God is given to every man 
to profit withal.' 1 Cor. xii. 7. 

And the Lord said to David, ' I will instruct thee and teach thee in the 
way thou shouldst go ; I will guide thee with my eye, and therefore be 
glad in the Lord, and rejoice ye righteous, and i>hout for joy all ye that 
are upright in heart.' Psalm xxxii. 

Now here you may see the Lord God was the instructer and the 
teacher in his own way, and guides his people with his eye, which is 
spiritual. 

And David said, ^ Good and upright is the Lord, and therefore will he 
teach sinners in the way, the meek will he guide in judgment, and Uie 
meek will he teach his way ; what man is he that feareth the Lord, him 
shall he teach in the way that he shall choose ; hb soul shall dwell at ease 
and his seed shall inherit the earth ; the secrets of the Lord are with 
them that fear him, and he will shew them his covenant.' 

And David desired God's teaching, and said, * He was the God of his 
salvation, and on him he would wait all the da v.' 

And therefore, oh, that men, called christians, would come to this 

meekness, and the fear of God, that they might come under this teaching, 

and under the guidance of his spirit, and have his secrets revealed to them. 

And ye may see that God is not the teacher only of his people, but he 

will teach sinners if they will hearken to him. Psalm xxv. 

And David said, ' though my father and mother should forsake me, yet 
the Lord will take me up ; and teach me thy way, O Lord, and lead me 
in a plain path.' Psalm xxvii. 

And here again you may see how David doth exalt the Lord's teaching. 
And again, David desired the Lord to teach him to do his will, * for 
thou art my God, and thy spirit is good, lead me into the land of upright- 
ness.' Psalm, xliii. 

So here you may see David delighted in God's teaching, and set it 
forth upon record, that all God's people might do the same. 

And again : < thus saith God the Lord, he that created the heaTHMi 
and stretched them out, and spread forth the earth, and that wlndi 
Cometh out of it ; he that giveth breath to the people in it, and qsirift la 
them that walk therein : I, the Lord, have called thee in rightoMnall^ .^ 
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and will hold thy hand and keep thee, and will give thee for a covenant 
of the people, and for a light to the Gentiles, to open the blind eyes, and 
to bring the prisoners out from the prison, and them that sat in dark- 
ness, out of the prison-house/ Isa, xlii. 

Now hear, O Christendom, this is Christ Jesus, whom God hath given 
for a covenant of the people, and a light to the Gentiles, who has opened 
our blind eyes, and has brought us prisoners from the prison, and brought 
us that sat in darkness, out of the prison-house ; glory and praise can 
we sing unto the Lord through Jesus Christ, and say that there is no 
salvation by any other name under the whole heaven, but by the name 
of Jesus. 

And the Lord saith, < I will pour water upon him that is thirsty, and 
floods upon the dry ground ; and I will pour my spirit upon thy seed, and 
my blessing upon thy ofispring, and they shall spring up as amongst the 
grass, as willows by the water-courses.' ha, iv. 4. 

And these heavenly eternal riches do we witness, and all do, that are 
under God and Christ's teaching. 

But we fear that this prophecy is come to pass upon many in Chris- 
tendom, as in ha. xxix. * the Lord hath poured out upon.]rou the spirit 
of deep slumber, and has closed your eyes ; the prophets, and the rulers, 
and the seers, has he covered, and the vision of all is become unto you 
as the words of a book that is sealed.' 

And what was the cause they could not read the book ? ^ because they 
drew nigh unto the ]^rd with their lips, but their hearts were far off him; 
and they honoured him with their lips, but have removed their hearts 
far from me,' saith the Lord, * and their fear towards me is taught by the 
precepts of men.' 

And these were such as rebelled against God's spirit, that was poured 
out upon them. 

And therefore, would the Lord proceed to do a marvellous work amongst 
such people ; for the wisdom of their wise shall perish, and the under- 
standing of the prudent shall be hid. 

And therefore, you may see what David says : and the Lord says, ' the 
sacrifices of God are a broken spirit, a broken and a contrite heart, O, 
God, thou wilt not despise.' 

Now let us see if all that profess themselves christians, have this sacri- 
fice which God will not despise. Psalm li. 

And the Lord saith, ' say unto them that are of a fearful heart, be 
strong, fear not ; behold your God will come with vengeance, he will 
come with a recompence, he will come and save you ; then the eyes of 
fbe blind shall be opened and the ears of the deaf shall be unstopped ; 
then shall the lame leap as a hart, and the tongue of the dumb shall 
''(iiog.' Aa. zzzv. 
■; You V-— 42 
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So all christians that can witness the Lord is come to ' dwell in thenif 
and walk in them,' and ' their bodies arc the temples of God ; their blind 
eyes are opened, and their deaf cars are unstopped, and the lame does 
leap, and the tongue of the dumb is loosed, and sings praises to God : ' for 
he makes waters in the wilderness, and streams in the desert, and springs 
in the parched ground ; and such know God*s high way, and it is called 
the way of holiness, the unclean shall not pass over it/ 

Here is the holy way to God, Christ Jesus, who bruises the serpent's 
head, that has separated betwixt man and God, and made him and hit 
way unholy ; and so through Christ, man comes again to God. 

And hear what the Liord saith, in Isaial), to such as will not hear when 
the Lord calls, and choose their own ways, and forsake the Lord^s: 'I 
also will choose their delusion, and will bring their fear upon them, be- 
cause when I called, none did answer, and when I spoke, none did hear; 
but they did evil before mine eyes, and chose that in which I delighted 
nof 

And therefore let all that are called christians, consider this, that say 
there is no hearing God, nor Christ's voice now, for he has poured his 
spirit upon yoa, that ye might understand it, and hear it. 

And Christ tells vou after he was risen, that he stands at the door 
and knocks, and if any man will hear his voice, he will come in and sup 
with them, and they with him. 

Now God and Christ calls, but ye will not answer ; and if he speak 
to you by his power and spirit, ye will not hear, nor follow Christ, wliich 
is the way to God, but choose your own ways ; therefore, what can ye 
expect but delusion. Isa, IxvL 

And now, those that would not hear when God spoke to them, nor an- 
swer when he called, ' they cast them out that trembled at God*s word, 
from amongst them, and hated them for the Ix>rd's name sake ;' and 
then said unto them, let the Lord be glorified : but saith the Lord, he 
shall appear to your joy, to wit, those that trembled at his word, but 
they shall be ashamed. 

But whom shall the Lord and lib Christ teach knowledge? and whom 
diall he make to understand doctrine T ' them that are weaned from the 
milk, and drawn from the breast' Isa. xxviiL 

Now let all christians consider what milk and what breasts this is, 
seeing the babes that are born again of the immortal seed, ' feeds upon 
the sincere milk of the word.' 

And the Lord saith unto Jeremiah, ' behold the days come, I will 
make a new covenant with the house of Israel and Judah, not ac- 
cording to the old, that I made with their fathers in the day I brought 
them out of Egypt, which covenant they broke : but thu is the new 
covenant that I will make with them,' saith the Lord. • I will put oaf j; 



ii 




wm^mm^mK^^mmtim^immmm 



331 

laws in their inward parts, and write them in their hearts, and I will be 
their God, and tliey shall be my people ; and they shall teach no more 
every man his neighbour, and every man his brother ; saying, know the 
Lord, for they shall all know me, from the least of them unto the 
greatest.' Jen xxxi. 

So now all the christians that do profess the days of this new cove- 
nant, Christ Jesus : hath God written his laws in your hearts, and put 
them in your inward parts, and your minds ? do not ye need to teach 
every man his neighbour, and his brother ] saying, ' know the Lord :' 
do ye all know the Lord, from the least to the greatest of you, by Christ 
Jesus the new covenant? so that the knowledge of the Lord doth cover 
the earth, as the waters does the sea, that it shall be the uppermost in 
you : are ye in this high, and glorious, and everlasting covenant ? and 
can say that God is your God, and ye are his people ? and you do see 
the end of the old covenant, and its days, which was to the outward 
Jews ; and they are the true Jews which are the true christians in spirit, 
' that serves God in the newness of the spirit, and not in the oldness of 
the letter.' Rom. viL 6. and iL 28, 29. 

And in Micha iv. where the Lord saith, ' many nations ihall come and 
say, come, let us go up to the mountain of the Liord, the house of the 
God of Jacob, and he shall teach us of his ways, and we will walk in 
his paths, and they shall sit every man under his vine, and under his 
fig-tree, and none shall make them afraid, the mouth of the Lord of 
hosts hath spoken it.' 

And now you may see, here are nations that will come under God's 
teaching, who teacheth them hb way and path to walk in ; and they 
that are under God's teaching, do sit under Christ the vine, and are 
Rafted into him, and they that abide in him will bring forth fruit. 

And let all of Christendom take heed lest the saying of Hosca the 
prophet, do not come upon them. 

' Upon whom the day of visitation will come, and the day of recom- 
pence will come, that say the prophet is a fool,' and the spiritual man 
mad ; and say there are no prophets nor spiritual men now in their days;' 
as you may see in Hosea ix. 

And these are such as quench the spirit ; for though the Lord poured 
out his spirit upon the house of Israel, and it is said, * he gave them his 
good spirit to instruct them, yet they rebelled against it.' JVeA. ix. 20. 

And Stephen said to the high-priest and council of the Jews, in his 
examination, ' ye stiff-necked and uncircumcised in heart and ears, ye 
do always resist the Holy Ghost, as your forefathers did, so do ye.' Ads 
ix. 5]. 

And therefore, let all christians take heed of resisting the Holy Ghost, 
\'%bich reproves them of their sin, righteousness, and judgment; which 
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Holy Ghost, the Comforter, the Father doth send in Girist's name, which 
did teach the apostles and the saint:* all things, and brought to their re- 
membrance whatsoever Christ had declared unto them, which Holy 
Ghost did come according to Christ's promise, as in Acts ii. 

And Christ said to his disciples, when they should be called before 
magistrates for his name's sake, he bade them, • take no thought what 
to answer, for the Holy Ghost shall teach you in the same hour what ye 
ouiiht to sav.' 

So here the Holy Ghost was their teacher. Luke xx. 

But you may see often the prophets and Christ speaks to the Jews, 
'how they stopped their ears, and closed their eyes, and would not see 
with their eyes, nor hear with their ears, lest they should be converted, 
and he should heal them ; and such rebelled against the good spirit, that 
God gave them to instruct them, and rasisted the Holy Ghost f and it 
19 well if too many of you, called christians, do not so now : but some 
there are that say, they have not the same Holy Ghost and power, as 
the apostles had ; then they cannot pray in the same Holy Ghost, nor 
have the same comfort and fellowship in the Holy Ghost, as they had, 
nor be led into all truth. 

And it is said in Isa. xxvi. D. ' with mv soul have I desired thee in the 
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night, to wit, the Lord ; yea, with my spirit within me will I seek thee 
early: for when thy judgments are in the earth, the inhabitants of the 
world will learn righteousness.' 

So my desire is, that all christians were of this spirit and mind : and 
if all flesh will not obey this good spirit which strives with them all, 
when his judgments are come into the earth, that will make them to 
learn righteousness. 

For, * lo, he that formed the mountains, and created the winds, and 
declareth unto man what is his thoughts, thatmaketh the morning dark- 
ness, and trcadeth upon the high places of the earth, the Lord of hosts 
is his name.* Amos iv. 30. 

Surely this might convince all men, that God is a God at hand, that 
sheweth unto them their thoughts by his good spirit. 

And God strove with the old world, his spirit, and they grieved him, 
but at last he overthrew them : and God strove with the Jews by his 
spirit, which he had given them to instruct them, but they rebelled 
against it, so as at last he overthrew them alsa 

And now God hath sent ' his Son to die for all,' and his gospel is 
preached to all nations, and every creature under heaven ; and Christ 
hath enlightened all with the light, which is the life in the word, which 
was in the beginning, and God hath poured out his spirit upon all flesh : 
* and the grace of Grod which brings salvation^ hath appeared unto all 
men, to teach them,* and bring their salvation. 
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And now, if christians and others do hate the divine light of Christ, 
and quench his spirit, and turn his grace into wantonness, and walk des- 
pitcfully against it, and resist the Holy Ghost, which reproves them of 
their sin, righteousness, and judgment, which is the leader of Christ* s 
disciples into all truth, and teacher, and comforter. 

I say, let all Christendom take heed lest God Almighty overthrow 
them, as he did Sodom and the old world, and the Jews, and mingle 
them amongst the heathens, as he did them ; ' for such as have the form 
of godliness, and deny the power thereof, arc to be turned away from, 
by all God's people. 

And also it is said in Mich. vL * he, to wit, the Lord, hath shewed thee, 
O man, what is good, and what the Lord requircth of thee, to do justly, 
and love mercy, and to walk humbly with thy God.' 

Now let all Christendom consider this, high and low, what God Al- 
mighty hath shewed unto you, and what he requires of you. First, he 
hath shewed you what is good, that ye might shun the evil : here God 
is your teacher and shewer of what is good. Secondly, what God doth 
require of you, after he hath shewn you the good, to wit, to do justly, to 
love mercy and walk humbly with God. 

Here God shewed man his duty, both to God and man, and how to 
walk before God and man ; here God is your teacher by bis spirit, if ye 
will hear his voice, and hearken unto him who shews you this. 

Now the Jews made a great profession of the scriptures in the Old 
Testament, and said * God was their Father, but Chrbt told them, if 
God was their Father, they would love him, for he proceeded from the 
Father. 

And further, Christ said unto them, ' he that is of God heareth Crod's 
words ; ye therefore, are not of God, because ye hear them not.' 

And therefore, says Christ to the Jews, * ye are of your father the 
devil, and the lust of your father ye will do ; [mark, ye will do,] for the 
devil was a murderer from the beginning, and abode not in the truth, 
because there was no truth in him ;' when he speaks a lie, he speaks of 
his own ; for he is a liar and the father of it 

Now these Jews that were erred from the spirit, and rebelled against 
it, which God had poured upon them, could profess the scriptures, and 
that God was their Father ; but Christ said, ' ye are of your Father the 
devil, who was a murderer, and his lusts ye will do;' and they did it, for 
they murdered Christ. John viii. 42, to 48. 

^ And therefore, let all Christendom take heed, lest they err from this 

spirit which God hath poured upon all flesh ; then they go from the 

^ spirit of truth, and do the devil's lusts, like the Jews, that crucified 

Christ without the gates, and they come to crucify to themselves Christ 

mfiresht and then persecute and murder his saints, where he is manifest 
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And the apostle saith, in Acts iii. ' that Mosea truly said unto the 
fathers, a prophet shall the Lord your God raise up unto you of your 
brethren like unto nic, him shall yu hear in all things; whatsoever he 
shall say unto you; and it shall come to pass that every soul that will 
not hear that prophet shall be destroyed from amongst the people.' 

And further, the apostle saith, ' that all the prophets from Samuel, 
and those that followed after, as many as have spoken of him, likewise 
foretold of these days, to wit, the days of Christ.' Acts iii. 

And so ' Moses as a servant, was faithful in his house ;' but Christ, as a 
Son, is over his house, whose house we are, says the apostle to the church 
in the primitive times. 

Wherefore, as the Holy Ghost saith, ^ to-day, if ye will hear his voice, 
harden not your hearts.' Heb. iii. 

But you may see whose voice we must hear, the voice of Christ, the 
voice of this prophet, whom God hath raised up, and not man ; Christ 
the Son of God, who is over his household, and they that do not hear 
his voice, hardens their hearts, and therefore, the Holy Ghost saith unto 
you, ' whilst it is called to-day hear his voice,' and therefore, ye must 
not put it off till to-morrow, for ye may be dead before to-morrow. 

' And they that despised Moses's law, died without mercy, under two 
or three witnesses ; how much sorer punishment suppose ye, shall they 
be thought worthy of, who have trodden under foot the Son of God and 
counted the blood of the covenant wherewith be was sanctified, an 
unholy thing, and have dealt despitefully unto the spirit of grace,' as 
in Hd). X. 

Oh ! therefore, all ye called christians, take heed, do not despite unto 
the spirit of grace, but let it be your teacher to season your words, and 
establish your hearts, and it will bring your salvation. 

For the true church, in the primitive times, entered into the holiest 
by the blood of Jesus, by the new and living way ; and Christ was their 
high priest over the household of God, which all true christians were 
then, and are now, that were the true church. 

And the apostle told them, * that they were come to Mount 2Son, and 
unto the city of the living God, and to the heavenly Jerusalem, and to 
an innumerable company of angels, and to the general assembly, the 
church of the first born, written in heaven, and to God the judge of all, 
and the spirits of just men made perfect, and to Jesus the Mediator of 
the new covenant, and to the blood of sprinkling,' &c. 

' So if they did not escape, that refused him that spoke on earth, much 
less shall we escape says he, if we refuse him, to wit, Christ that speaks 
from heaven.' 

So you may see here what the true church was to come to in the 
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primitive times, and whom they were to hear, the prophet whom God 
had raised up ; and this was after Christ was risen. 

And now let Chrbtendom examine themselves, and see ' if they be 
come to Mount Zion, and to the heavenly Jerusalem, and to the innu- 
merable company of angels,' and to the general assembly and church of 
the first born written in heaven, and to the ^ spirits of just men made 
perfect, and to Jesus the Mediator, and to the blood of sprinkling ;' and 
that they do not turn away from hearing Christ that speaks from heaven. 
Hd). xii. ' For he stands at the door and knocks.' Rev, iiL 

And the apostle saith, ' such an high priest became ut (to wit, Christ,) 
who is holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners, and is made 
higher than the heavens.' Heb. vii. 

Now this is the priest and prophet which is over God's house, and be- 
comes it ; and all the true christians that hear Christ's voice, are his 
house; so the true christian's high priest is holy, harmless; he will do 
none hurt, but good; he is undefiled, for he leads out of defilement; he 
is separate from sinners, for no guile nor sin is found in his mouth; he 
is made higher than the heavens, and higher than Aaron *s priesthood, 
and higher than all the priesthoods made at schools ; and ' he remains 
in the heavens, until all things be restored,' and he is restoring by his 
light, spirit and power, up unto himself: and they that are restored * sits 
in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus.' Ephes, ii. 6. 

So God was the teacher of Adam and Eve in paradise, and as long as 
they kept under his teaching they were happy. 

The serpent was the false and second teacher, and Adam and Eve 
hearkening unto him, and forsaking God's teaching, they lost paradise, 
and became unhappy. 

And God said, * the seed of the woman shall bruise the serpent's head, 
who is the head of all false teachers. 

And so as the apostle said, * God at sundry times, and in divers man- 
ners spoke unto our fathers by the prophets ; but in these last days he 
hath spoken unto us by his Son.' 

So God spake to the prophets before the flood, and after the flood, and 
in the time of the law ; but now in these last days (the christian days,) 
^ he hath spoken unto us by his Son :' us, the church, the true christians ; 
BO he is the speaker now to all the true christians. 

And so Christ, ' by whom all things were made, he was the first, and 
he is the last ;' and he is the Quakers' first speaker, and the last ; for God 
hath spoken unto us by his Son, that God, who was the speaker unto, 
and teaeher of Adam and Eve in paradise before they fell : and the 
serpent that was the false teacher and speaker, Christ bruises the head 
of him, and through death destroyed him the power of death, to wit, iht 
devil. 



336 

And I say again, God hath spoken unto us by his Son, who renews us 
up in the image and likeness of God, in righteousness, and holiness, as 
Adam and Eve were in, before they fell. 

So the same (lod that was the speaker unto Adam and Eve ii) para- 
dise, has spoken unto us by his Son, who was the speaker to the church 
in the primitive times ; glory to God forever. 

And ail must hear him, and believe in him, and follow him, in the life. 

And therefore, hearken to his voice, and take heed ye be not found in 
the spirit of deep slumber, as the Jews were in ; and have eyes, and see 
not, and ears, and hear not ; and that your outward things and inventions 
be not a snare and a trap to you, like unto the Jews* table, whose table 
was made a snare, and a trap, and a stumbling block, and a recompence 
unto them : though they talked of God and Christ, yet they did not re- 
ceive him when he came. And you, called christians, talk much of Christ, 
and that he is come, but if ye have him not, ye have not life ; and if be 
be not in you, ye are reprobates. 

And therefore, ' quench not the spirit of God, nor hate his light, but 
believe in it,' as Christ commands, and mind what the righteousness of 
faith speaks ; ' the word is nigh thee, even in thy heart, and in thy mouth, 
to obey it, and do it; and that is the word of faith which we preach,' 
saith the apostle. 

Now if all Christendom had continued in this word of faith in their 
hearts and mouths, the apostle preached and obeyed it, and done it, they 
had been all reconciled to God, and to the scriptures, and one to another. 

And the * holy men of God gave forth scriptures, as they were moved 
by the Holy Ghost ;' and Christ saith, ^ it is the Holy Ghost that leads 
into all truth.* 

So none can be led into all truth but by the same Holy Ghost that 
spake forth scriptures, and such come to sit under God and Christ's teach- 
ing. 

And Christ has ended the worldly sanctuary, and the tabernacle made 
with hands, as you may see in the Uebrezcs. 

And Stephen told the Jews that much adored the outward temple : 
Solomon says, he built an house, • howbeit, the Most High dwells not in 
temples made with hands,' as saith the prophet. Isa. IxvL ' Thus saith 
the Lord, heaven is my throne, and earth is my footstool ; where is the 
house that ye built unto me ? where is the place of my rest ? for all those 
things hath my hand made, and all those things have been,' saith the 
Lord ; ' but to this man will I look, even to him that is poor, and of a 
contrite spirit, and trembles at my word.' 

And Solomon, that built the temple, said, ' behold, the heaven of hea^ 
vens cannot contain thee, much less this houflejtbat I have built' 2 Chron. 
vL and Acis viL 
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And the apostle Paul saith, Acts xvii. ' God that made the world, and 
all things therein, seeing that he is Lord of heaven and earth, dwelleth 
not in temples made with hands, neither is he worshipped with men's 
hands, as though he needed any thing : seeing he giveth to all life and 
breath, and all things ; and hath made of one blood, all nations of men 
t6 dwell upon the face of the earth,' &c. 

And the apostle saith, in 1 Cor. vi. * what, know ye not that your bodies 
are the temples of the Holy Ghost, which is in you, which ye have of 
God, and yc are not your own. 

And in 2 Cor. vi. * for ye are the temple of the living Cjodf* as God hath 
said, * I will dwell in them, and walk in them, and I wfll be their God, 
and they shall be my people ; for ye are bought with a price, to wit, the 
blood of Christ, therefore glorify God in your bodies, and with your souls.' 

And now this is every true christian's duty, that are sensible of the 
price that Christ has paid for them, and are come under God and Christ's 
spiritual and heavenly teaching ; and know that they are not their own, 
but Christ's that has bought them, to 'glorify God in their bodies and 
spirits, which are God's,' who gave them for that end to glorify him withaL 

' And no man can say that Jesus is the Lord, who was conceived bj 
the Holy Ghost, (but by the Holy Ghost') 1 Cor. xii. 

* And let every man that nameth the name of Christ, depart from 
iniquity.' 2 Tim. ii. 19. 

So let all that are called christians, first see that they are in the Holy 
Ghost, and that they do not resist it, and that they call Jesus Lord ; that 
is, call him Lord with, and in the spirit of truth, that leads them into all 
truth. 

Secondly, Let every one mark, the command is general ; ' let every one 
that names the name of Christ, depart from iniquity:' and when they 
have departed from iniquity, then let them name the name of Christy 
and then they will not take God and Christ's name in vain, but know 
him their teacher, ' that makes an end of sin, and doth finish transgres- 
sion, and makes reconciliation for iniquity, and brings in everlasting . 
righteousness, who is the way to the Father, and is the prophet that is 
to be heard in all things.' 

For Malachi saith, ' behold, the day cometh that shall bum as an oven, 
and all the proud, and they that do wickedly, shall be as stubble ; and 
the day that cometh shall burn them up,' saith the Lord of hosts, ' that 
it shall leave them neither root nor branch.' 

' But unto you that fear my name, shall the Son of righteousness arise/ 
with healing under his wings ; and ye shall go forth and grow up as 
calves of the stall,' &c^ 

And therefore, let all Quutendom consider this day that will horn as 
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an oven, and all the proud and the wicked shall be as stubble burnt up, 
and not be left neither root nor branch. 

And therefore, let humility throw down pride, and virtue wickedneal^ 
and come into the fear of God, and dread the name of the L^rd, that 
the Son of righteousness may shine upon you, and heal you, that you 
may grow up within God's power and spirit, as the calves do in the stalk, 
and so be fed of Christ your shepherd. 

For as the prophet saith, * the ox knoweth his owner, and the ass his 
master's crib, but my people does not know mc.' So in this, your ox and 
your ass condemns you, and you are more ignorant in your generations 
than the ox and ass; for they know their feeders, but you know not God 
and Christ your feeder, who took care for man, and made all things ready 
for man, before he created them ; for you know, * the sixth day God 
made man,' as in Gen, i. 

And so the Lord that made the heavens and the earth, and all things 
therein, he took care for man both in temporal and spiritual things, who 
was Adam and Eve's teacher in paradise ; and now God has spoken unto 
us by his Son, who bruises the head of the serpent, that led Adam and 
Eve from God, and renews man up in the ifnage of God, as man was in 
before he fell ; and not up into that only, but up into * the measure and 
stature of him' that never fell, in whom the saints ' sits down in the hea- 
venly places, in Christ Jesus, who is their rock and foundation, that 
standeth sure ;' the amen, and the head of his church, whom Grod speab 
by ; and all are to hear him, and follow him, if they will have life and 
salvation, who has given his flesh for the life of the world. 

' For whoso eateth my flesh, and drinketh my blood, (saith Christ,) 
hath life eternal, and dwelleth in me, and I in him ; as the living Father 
hath sent me, and I live by the Father ; so he that eateth me, even he 
shall live by me ; for I am the living bread, which came down from 
heaven.' John vL 

So all must eat, and feed on this bread, that comes down from heaven, 
if they will live. 

So it is not a professing what the prophets, Christ, and the apostles 
said, and did, and a persecuting one another about their words; but eat- 
ing this heavenly bread, if ye have life ; and this is all the true chris- 
tians' food, which they must feed upon if they have life. 

So here, all may see, it is Christ that gives you food, and life eternal; 
and has prepared life eternal for you : and he is come, as in the volume 
of God's book ; * for burnt offerings, and sacrifices, thou wouldst not ; but 
a body hath God prepared him, to do his will.' Heb. x. And, that be 
might take away the first priesthood, covenant, altar, and temple, sanc- 
tuary, and testament, and esdlblish the second ; and ends all the pro- 
phets, types, and figures, and shadows of him: and so, 'through the 
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ofiering up of the body of Jesus once for all the ofierings, he perfects 
forever, all them that are sanctified. 

So here is the prophet to open, the bishop to oversee, and shepherd 
to feed, and king to rule in their hearts by faith : and he takes away 
the old way that was amongst the Jews, and establishes the new and 
living way ; by whom God has spoken unto us, his true church, who was 
the first speaker, and is the everlasting speaker. 

So the Lord is the teacher of his people by his Son ; glory and honour, 
thanks and praise, be unto him ; for he is worthy of all, who is over all» 
from everlasting, to everlasting. 

So here you may see God is the teacher, who hath poured out of his 
spirit upon all flesh ; but if they harden their hearts, and ckse their 
eyes, that they will not see, and stop their ears that they will not hear, 
and quench his spirit, though Christ stands at the door of their hearts 
and knocks ; but if they will not open to him, nor hear his voice, they 
refuse and neglect their salvation, and their destruction is of themselves. 

For ' Christ hath enlightened all, that they might see, and poured out 
his spirit upon all, that they might understand and obey : and the apostle 
says, ' he has tasted death for all, and is a propitiation for the sins of the 
whole world ; and the gospel, which is the power of God, is preached to 
every creature under heaven ;' so that all are left without excuse, and 
God 18 just and righteous in his judging of the world, for all hath had a 
visitation by God's light, grace, spirit, and gospel. 

And the prophet saith, ' like unto me will God raise up a prophet, 
him shall you hear in all things ;' so here you are all invited to hear the 
Son, and you are invited to come * freely, without money, and without 
price :' and when the Son of God was come, and God had sent him into 
the world, he said ' whosoever believeth in me, he shall not perish, but 
have everlasting life :' and God said, * this is my beloved Son, in whom 
I am well pleased, hear ye him.' 

So here God invites all to come, and hear his Son ; and Christ saith, 
* learn of me ;' and tells you, *• he is the way, the truth, and the life ; 
and no man comes to the Father, but by him :' and he invitm you alio 
to come ; and saith, * all that be weary and heavy laden, he calls to them 
to come unto him ;' for his burden is light, and his yoke is easy, that 
ihey might find rest to their souls. 

And the apostle exhorts you to come unto CSirist, and bids you * look 
unto him who is the author and finisher of your faith :' and Christ 
tells you, * that all power in heaven and earth is given unto him ;* 
and he would have all the world, and every creature to have a visita^ 
tion of his gospel ; and therefore did he send his disciples unto all Nations 
to preach it : he who enlightens all with his heavenly light, to see it ,and 
xecdve it ; and God wli(» has poured his spirit upon all flesh, by which 
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they might understand it : so here are all left without excuse ; and what 
could God and Christ have done more for the world than they have donet 
But if you will have none of God and Christ's teaching, but follow 
your own ways, and refuse him the way, the truth, and the life : how 
can you expect but to be judged in righteousness 1 

And Chrbt saith, 'he that will be my disciple, must take up his cross daily 
and follow me;' and this was before he was crucified upon the outward 
cross; and * the cross of Christ is the power of God.' 1 Cor, i. 18. Though 
it be * foolishness to them that perish,' and the preaching of it ; * but to 
us that are saved, it is the power of God.' 

And the apostle tells you, ' the gospel is the power of God,' as you 
may see in Rom, L ' unto salvation, unto every one that believes.' 

So here the prophets and the apostles invites you to come to God and 
Christ ; and also God and Christ invites you, and the * spirit saith, come : 
and the bride saith, come ; and let him that heareth Christ, say come ; 
(that is, invite others,) and let him that thirsteth, come ; and whosoever 
will, let him take the water of life freely.' 

So what could God and Christ himself, and his prophets and apostle^ 
and his church, that are his hearers and learners say more unto you. 

So if you will not hear God and Christ's speaking unto you by his Son, 
who gives you freely of the water of life, and spiritual food from heaven: 
and you have all these invitations to hear, and be taught of him who it 
your free teacher and feeder ; how can ye expect any thing but tho 
judgments of God, if ye reject him? 

And therefore, this is an invitation to you all, and a warning unto 

you all, and a testimony unto you all, high and low, that are called 

P christians, who now have time to prize it, lest you pass away your time^ 

and it will be too late ; and when time is past, you may say you had 

time. 

And therefore, cease from man, whose Jbreath is in hb nostrib ; lor 
wherein b he to be accounted of T ' but look unto me all ye ends of the 
earth, and be saved,' saith the Lord. 

For John says, *• the nations of them that are saved, shall walk in the 
light of God and the Lamb,' and the kings of the earth shall bring their 
glory and honour to it, to wit, ' the heavenly Jerusalem, and the gates 
of it shall not be shut at all by day, for there b no night there, (or the 
Lord God and the Lamb b the light thereof/ v ' 

And so, as I have said often before, he b the teacher by hb Son, and 
therefore hear ye him, and do not be like Adam and Eve, who heark- 
ened to the serpent, and forsook God's teaching ; but what have thej 
gotten by it, but woe and misery, and so lost Us image, and the j»aradiie 
of God. 

And therefore, now Christ being come to hmiie the serpenfii l|pad» 
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and to reconcile and redeem man and woman again to God, oat of fliat 
miseiy; I say, to bruise the head of the serpent, who is the bead of 
enmity, the Beliai, who leads men without God*s yoke, and the dragon, 
the devourer of mankind : so Christ has bruised the head of this serpent 
and in^him is man's peace. 

. Sq I say, hear God, who speaks now by his Son, who reconciles to 
God, all things in heaven, and things in earth : so here God, who is now 
the speaker again by his Son, that was the first speaker to Adam, in his 
image, in paradise, who is the creator of all, and over all, from everlast- 
ing to everlasting ; and if ye will not hear him, consider what became 
of the house of Israel, that God poinded out his spirit upon, they rebelled 
against it ; and now God has poured out his spirit upon all flesh ; and if 
ye wiU not turn to the spirit, and hear Grod and his Son, but hearken to 
the serpent, and follow him, how can you expect but to be cast into the 
lake of fire, (with the serpent,) that burns forever. 

And therefore, ^ whilst it is called to-day, hear his voice, and harden 
not your hearts,' and not only hear, but obey ; for it is the * obedient to 
Christ that shall cat the fat of the heavenly land, and inherit substance/ 

And so the Lord God, who is the Creator of all, and gives life and 
breath to all, that takes care for all, and is over all his works, who was 
and is the speaker by Us Son, to the christians, the first and the last, 
direct you all, for all are to incline their ear and bear him, that their 
souls may live. 

The 5th day of the lOlh month, 1676. 



The Spirit of Man the Candle of the Lord: the Candle of the Wicked 

often put out. 

How the Lord enlightens the Spirit of Man^ which is the Candle of the Lord; 
and who are the Candlesticks, and how Christ walks in the midst of his 
Candlesticks; and how the Candle of the Wicked is often put ouL — By 
G. R 

.Solomon saith, Prov. xx, 27. ' the spirit of nian is the candle of the 
Lord, searching all the inward parts of the belly.' 

And David saith, Psalm xviii. 28. ^ thou wilt light my candle ; the 
Lord my God will enlighten my darkness.' 

So it was, and is, the Lord God that lightoth man's spirit, which is his 
candle. 

And in Ezek. xiiL 3. aakh Ezekiel, * thus saith the Lord, woe unto the 
foolish prophets, that ftOofW their own spirit and have seen nothing.' 
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And these were them that seduced the people, ' for handfuls of barlejy 
and pieces of bread ;' and daubed with untempered nK>rtary that stood 
not in the counsel of God, to hear his voice, and receive his word. So 
their spirits were not enlightened, as David's and Ezekiel's were ; for 
their candle was put out, and so they followed their own spirits, and saw 
nothing ; for they forsook the Lord, that should have enlightened their 
spirits, their candles. 

And so all people that follow not the Lord, and hear not his voice, 
nor stand in his counsel, that should enlighten them, they follow their 
own spirits, and see nothing ; for the apostle saith, < the things of God 
knoweth no man, but the spirit of God ; and the natural man receives 
not the things of the spirit ; for they are foolishness to him, neither can 
he know them, because they are spiritually discerned.' So man's spirit 
which is the candle of the Lord, it must be enlightened bj the spirit and 
light of the Lord, that he may discern his things, and then his spirit re- 

f veals the things of God unto him ; for the apostle said, * God had revealed 
unto them the things of God, by his spirit ; for the spirit searcheth all 

« things, yea, the deep things of God.' So here the apostles' spirits were 
enlightened ; for Christ hath enlightened their candle. 1 Car, ii. 

And Job said, ' Oh, that I were as in months passed, as in the days 
when God preserved me, when his candle shined upon my head, and 
when by his light I walked through darkness : as I was in the days of 
my youth, when the secrets of God were upon my tabernacle,' <&c. 

Here Job when he was in misery, and the Lord had suffered the evil 
to come upon him to try him, how he remembers the light, by which he 

^ • walked through darkness, and by which he saw the secrets of God for- 

** - merly, which were upon his tabernacle. 

And this was seen by God's light and candle, which he lighted his 
spirit with ; without which light no man sees God's secrets, nor walks 
through darkness, as in Job xxix. 2. 

And Solomon saith, ' fret not thyself because of evil men, neither be 
thou envious at the wicked ; for the candle of the wicked shall be put 
out : my son, fear thou the Lord and the king, and meddle not with them 
that are given to change.' Prav. xxiv. 19, 20. 

These had their candles lighted that were not to fret, because of evil 
men, nor to be envious at the wicked ; for when people go out of the 
fear of God, and meddle with them that are given to change, then their 
candle goes out ; for they go from the Lord that lights their candle ; and 
they go from the sparks of God's fire, that should light their candle. 
So it is by joining to the wicked, and going from the spirit of God, 

1^ and so out of the fear of God, that their candle goes out. 

And Solomon, speaking of the virtuous woman, and of her diligence» 
Prov. xxzL saithi 'her candle goethnot oat by night:' and further saith 
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^ strength and honour is her clothmg, who opens her mouth in wisdom^ 
and in her tongue is the law of kindness.' Now what wisdom is this, 
and law of kindness, which brought her not to eat the bread of idleness 7 
and what strength and honour was this, that was her clothing, whose 
candle went not out by night ? 

For they that love not this virtue, and the wisdom, and live not in 
this law of kindness, are not clothed in this strength and honour : for 
such are the wicked, and such their candle goes out when the night 
comes. 

And therefore, they that keep their eyes to the Lord, who enlightens 
their candle, and then they keeping their eyes to him, their candle will 
not go out by night, but shine over all darkness ; for be and his light 
was before darkness was, that lights man's spirit, as it did David's. 

But they that go from the wisdom of God, and from virtue, and so 
from his strength, they go from God and his light, who enlightens their 
spirits his candle ; and so comes the wicked's candle to be put out, and 
they go into darkness, and know not whither they go. 

And the Lord sent his prophets, rising up early, to tell Judah and the 
king, 'how that he would bring Nebuchadnezzar upon them,' because of 
their transgression of God's law, and forsaking the Lord ; and would 
bring their land into desolation ; and that he would take away ^ the light 
of their candle,' &c. Jer. xxv. 10. 

And all this was, because of their grieving of the Lord, and turning 
from thQ Lord, that the light of their candle should be taken away ; the 
light which lightens their spirits, which is the candle ; and then their 
house becomes full of darkness, and so become natural men, which know 
not the things of God ; and then they may follow their own spirits, like 
the foolish prophets, and see nothing of the things of God. 

And David, when he transgressed and grieved the Lord, he desired the 
Lord, that *• he would not take from him his holy spirit, nor cast him 
from his presence ;' for the spirit of God, and light of God was that which 
lighted David's spirit, by which he saw his transgressions, and by which 
he turned to the Lord, and the Lord did forgive him, and removed his 
sins as far from him, ^ as the east is from the west,' as you may see in 
Psalm IL 11. 

So it is the Lord that doth enlighten man's spirit, his candle with his 
heavenly fire, his light, yea, all such as obey him. 

And so it is the Lord that opens the eye to see, and the ear to hear ; 
and it is the Lord that opens the lips and the mouth to shew forth his 
praise. 

And in Ezek. xxxix. 29. it is said, * I have poured out my spirit upon the 
house of Israel, saith the Lord God.' And here all may see, that by the 
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spirit of God their spirit the candle was enli^tened, to know the law 
and things of God by the spirit of God. 

But when Israel rebelled against God^s good spirit, which he gave 
them, as in Nch. ix. and followed the foolish prophets, that followed their 
own spirits, and saw nothing, then their candle went out ; for they went 
from the spirit of God that should light their spirits, their candle, and so 
became wicked in their spirits and minds, and so their candle went out, 
they being gone from God, and the light of his spirit, who had enlight- 
ened them ; and then how could their candle biU go out, when they 
turned their backs from God, who did enlighten them by his good spirit : 
/or the Lord had bestowed a multitude of his mercies and kindness upon 
them, and in his love and pity he redeemed them ; and bore, and carried 
them all the days of old, but they rebelled against him, and vexed his 
holy spirit ; and therefore, he turned to be their enemy, as you may see 
in ha. Ixiii. And so they became wicked, and their candle went out 
from God's light ; and how often had the Lord mercy, and called them 
back again, but they rebelled against him 1 and so, as it is said, ' how 
often doth the candle of the wicked go out V 

So here you may see that God poured out of his spirit upon the house 
of Israel ; and the house of Israel could not say, but they had God^ 
good spirit, by which they might come to know God's good things, and 
do them, their candle being lighted by it though ' they rebelled against 
it,' as in Nelu ix. ^ that he gave them his good spirit, but they rebelled 
against it' 

And in Isa. Ixiii. 10. < they rebelled against, and vexed the good spirit 
of the Lord, and therefore, the Lord turned to be their enemy,' &c. 

And so when Christ Jesus came, the Jews were in rebellion against 
this good spirit, and resisted Clirist Jesus that was conceived by the 
Holy Ghost ; and so resisted Christ Jesus that came to take away their 
sins ; but they cleaved to their sins, and chose a murderer before him, 
and that brought destruction upon them all ; for, turning from the spirit 
of God, they turned from Christ their Saviour, -and so the Lord turned 
down their city and priesthood, and scattered them over all nations. 

And it is said, in Joel ii. and in Acts iL ' that the Lord poured out of his 
spirit upon all flesh,' [mark, upon all flesh,] that is upon Jews and jBen- 
tiles, (for it is said before,) ' that he had poured his spirit upon the house 
of Israel, and they rebelled against it ;' but now it is said, * the Lord 
poured out his spirit upon all flesh.* 

For Joel said, ' it shall come to pass afterward, that I will pour out of 
my spirit upon all flesh, and sons and daughters shall prophesy, and old 
men shall dream dreams, and young men shall see visions ; yea, on every 
servant and hand-maid will the Lord pour out his spirit' 

And after Christ was risen that the Holy Ghost fell upon the apo8tles» 
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which Christ had promised that he would send, which should lead them 
into all truth ; and that in it they should believe; and it should reprove 
the world of their unbelief, &c. as you may see in Acts. ii. and John xv. 

So there is no flesh dare say, but the Lord hath poured out of his good 
spirit upon them, except they will give the prophets and the apostles the 
lie, and speak against the promise of God and Christ, and against the 
spirit of God in their own consciences, which spirit he hath poured upon 
all flesh ; and all that do rebel against this spirit, and say, that God hath 
not poured out of his spirit upon all flesh, they give Chrbt, and the pro- 
phets, and the apostles the lie, and deny Christ's proiAise, and speak 
against that which God hatt) spoken and performed, and are the wicked 
whose candle is put out, and does not shine, by erring from this spirit. 

And so now all flesh, Jews, Gentiles, and christians, that rebel against 
this spirit, that God hath poured out upon all their flesh, those sons and 
daughters do not prophesy ; for their candle is gone out, they cannot pro- 
phesy ; and thos i old men that rebel against this spirit, that God has 
given them, have none of the dreams of God ; for their candle b gone 
out by night, which was lighted by God's spirit. 

And all the servants and hand-maids that rebel against God's spirit, 
that is poured upon their hearts and spirits, their candle is gone out, 
so that they have no visions of God, and so are become rebellers against 
God's spirit, in the gospel and christian times, as the house of Israel did 
when God poured out of his spirit upon their house, and so turned their 
backs upon the Lord, and became wicked, and then their candle went 
out ; and there all such follow their own spirits, and see nothing of the 
things of God ; for the natural men perceives them not ; for they are 
foolishness unto them. For when their spirits become wicked, either Jews 
or christians, they go from God's spirit which woiild keep them in his 
fear, who lights their spirits, which is the candle of the Lord : for God 
lighted David's candle, his spirit, that he saw the state of the Jews, and 
beyond all their figures and shadows, to Christ Jesus, and called him 
Lord : so that made him a prophet, and a seer, that he saw afar off; and 
so all the prophets of God, whose candles or spirits God hath lighted by 
his spirit and light, so that they saw Christ Jesus, who was to come to 
end their law, with all their types, figures, and shadows. 

But the foolish prophets that followed their own spirits, and saw nothing, 
but deceived the people for handfuls of barley, and pieces of bread, 
which the Lord sent his true prophets to cry against, whose candles he had 
lighted by his spirit, with which they saw the false and foolish prophets, 
and the Jews that followed them, that followed their own spirits, who fol- 
lowed them into wickedness, and so became wicked like them, and so the 
wicked's candle went out, and though often the Lord brought them back 
again, and lighted their candle, yet they turned from the Lord, and fol- 
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lowed the imagioatioiM of their own hearts, and then the candle of the 
wicked went out, when they rebelled against his spirit, by which he en- 
lightened them. 

And Christ said to his disciples, whom he had enlightened, their spirits, 
their candles, <ye are the light of the world a city set on a hilt, that 
cannot be hid ; neither do men light a candle and put it under a bushel, 
but on a candlestick, that it may give light to all that are in the house ; 
let, therefore, your light so shine before men, that they may see your good 
works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven.' Matt. v. 16. 

So here Christ calls his disciples, the light of the world, whose spirits 
he had enlightened, their' candle ; and so. they were as a city set on a 
hill, in God's power, that could not be hid. So men outwardly do not 
put their candle, after they have lighted it to see to do their work by, 
under a bushel ; for that will hide it, and will not suffer it to give light 
to the house ; but wh^n the outward candle is lighted by some outward 
fire, if a man would set that candle under a bushel, and not set it on a 
candlestick, they would think he was mad ; for, if so, people could not 
see what is in the outward house, because it doth not give light to all 
that are in the outward house, to work, and do their afiairs and business 
by, or to see what is in the house. 

And so Chrbt, who is the light, who enlightens every man that comes 
into the world with his divine light, which is called, the life in the word, 
which was in the beginning, who b the light of the world ; which is not 
a natural light, or a created light, but a spiritual, heavenly, and a divine 
light, which enlightens every man*s spirit that comes into the world, his 
candle ; for, the spirit of man, is the candle of the Lord, and the candle- 
stick 18 every man*s body, mind, soul, and conscience, that with this spirit 
their candle being lighted, and set up in its candlestick, they may see all 
that is in the house ; and with this light they may see Christ that died 
ibr them, and is risen for them : so come by this light, which is life 
in the word, to be grafted into Christ the word, which was in the be- 
ginning, which lives and abides, and endures for ever. And so to do the 
work of Crod, and to see and believe in the son of God. So this light 
must shine, that others may see your good works done in the light, and 
wrought in God,' and that they may glorify your Father which is in 
heaven. And such let their light shine before men. But they that hate 
the light, and will not come to it, because it reproves them, and do not 
believe in it, they do not let the light, which is the life in Christ, shine 
before men, though it is in them to condemn them, and to let them see 
all their evil deeds, thoughts, and evil words, and is as under a bushel ; 
but they will not come to it, though it is in them shining in their dark- 
ness, but love the darkness rather than it, because it will reprove tbeaif 
to wit, the light, which would enlighten their spirits, their candle. 
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So the light of Qirist, which enlightens every man that comes into 
the world, is not natural, but enlightens man's natural spirit, which it 
the candle ; and they that love the light, love that which light* their 
candle, their spirit. 

And so Christ saith, ' This is the condemnation, that light is come into 
the world, but men love darkness rather than light; for every one that 
doth evil hates the light, neither cometh to it, lest his deeds should be re* 
proved.' So he hates the light, which is the life in Christ, which should 
enlighten his spirit or candle ; so they do hate that which should enlight- 
en their candle, and so are like the scribes and phariseeSt ^^^ Jews and 
chief priests, that stopped their ears, and closed their eyes, and would not 
see with their eyes, nor hear with their ejtrs, neither Christ without 
them, nor his light nor spirit within them^ neither with their inward 
eye nor ear, nor outward, as to obey him ; for they were like the an- 
cient Jews their forefathers, ' whom God gave his good spirit unto, but 
they rebelled against it, and so against his prophets.' And so their child- 
ren rebelled against his Son, who enlightened them ; and hated his light 
his life, and did evil ; and so the candle of such wicked ones is often put 
out; for they follow their own spirits and see nothing of (rod's, nor 
Christ's things ; but they follow their own heart's lusts, so as they come 
to be drowned, at last, in perdition. 

And in Mark iv. Christ there speaking in parables, said, ' how that the 
cares of the world, and the deceitfulness of riches, and the lusts of other 
things, choaks the word or good seed, and they become unfruitful in 
whom it was sown,' and these were such that were called ^ thorny ground^ 
that the word was sown in. And the fplfd ground in which the word 
was sown, and it took good root in them, are they that hear it, and re- 
ceive it, and bring forth fruit, some thirty, some sixty, and some an 
hundred-fold in this life.' 

And he further said unto them, ^ is a candle brought to be set under a 
bushel, or under a bed, or to be set on a candlestick ; for there is nothing 
bid that shall not be manifest ; neither is there any thing kept secret, 
but that it shall come abroad ; if any man hath an ear to hear, let him 
hear V 

So the ear that hears this must be opened with the light of Christ, 
that hath enlightened his spirit, his candle, by which he sees and hears 
what Christ hath spoken, and is the good ground and brings forth fruit, 
thirty, sixty, an hundred-fold. 

So his light doth shine before men, and they do see his good works, 
and glorify their Father which is in heaven. • 

But after they be enlightened, and the word sown in their hearts, if 
the ^ cares of the world, and the deceitfulness of riches, and the lusts of 
other things,' enter into them, this choaks them, ^Dd turns their minds 
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and spirits from the light of Christ, and so they become anfruitfuU not 
bringing forth fruit from this heavenly light and seed ; so they follow 
their own imaginations of their hearts, and not Christ, who enlightens 
their spirits, their candle, and so their candle goes out, and the secret 
things of God are not manifest to them* 

But they that follow Christ, that doth enlighten their spirits, their 
candle, with his spiritual and heavenly light, Christ saith, ' they shall not 
walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life.' 

But they that hate the light, and will not come to it, and love darkness 
rather than light, though they be enlightened with it, they have it to 
condemn them, who will not let it have a place in their hearts to guide 
them, and to believe in it. 

And so this light of Christ, which enlightens their spirits, manifests all 
secret and hidden things to men and women ; so then they must needs 
come abroad, when they are known and seen. 

So this candle after it is lighted, it is not to be put under a bushel or 
bed. Now this is a parable ; for you will say, it is madness for an out- 
ward man to put his outward candle, which he hath lighted to do his 
work by, at an outward fire, under a bushel or bed, you will say, he is 
out of his wits. 

And therefore, then, what bushel, or what bed is this, after Christ hath 
enlightened your candle, with his divine and spiritual light ? what bed or 
bushel are you thrusting your candle under, after he has enlightened it! 
are not you them that hate the light, and would not have it seen like 
the Pharisees, that loved not Christ, the light, which shined^ that you 
will not let it stand in your cwdlesticks, up in your house, your hearts, 
to give light to all that are in the house, that you may see what you are 
doing in your house, and what evil company you keep in your house, in 
your hearts all your lifetime? for there is nothing secret, but the light 
will discover it ; nor nothing hidden there in your house, your hearts, 
but the light will manifest it: and there is nothing (to the believers in 
the light of God,) of the things of God, hidden or secret, since the foun- 
dation of the world, but the light will reveal it, or manifest it to them, 
that they ma'y preach it to others, that they may preach it on the house- 
top. LukevvL 16. 

Now, * every one that doth evil, he hates the light,' which hath enlight- 
ened his candle, « and will not come to the light, because the light will 
reprove him,' and this light is his condemnation ; for he deserves it : and 
then, it may be, he may say it is not sufficient, that k)ves darkness rather 
than light. 

But Christ saith, * he that believeth and followeth me, and loveth the 
light, shall not walk in darkness, nor come into condemnation ; and he 
shall see his deeds wrought in God.' John viiL 12. 
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* And he that believeth in Christ that doth enlighten him,' his spirit, 
his candle, * shall be saved ; and he that doth not believe in Christ, the 
light, is condemned already ; and the candle of the wicked is put out.' 

And again, Christ saith, in Luke xi. where he reproves the Jews, ' no 
man when he hath lighted a candle puts it in a secret place, nor under 
a bushel, but on a candlestick, that they who come in may see the 
light' 

* The light of the body,' says he * is the eye, therefore, when thy eye 
is single, thy body is full of light ; but, when thy eye is evil, thy body is 
full of darkness ; take heed, therefore, that the light which is in thee be 
not darkness ; if thy whole body be full of light, having no part dark, thy 
whole body shall be full of light, as when the bright shining of a candle 
doth give thee light' Luke xi. 84, 35, 36. 

Now these Jews and pharisees were erred from the spirit of God, which 
he had poured upon the house of Israel, which spirit of God would have 
lighted their candles, their spirits ; and their light should have shined, 
and been up in their candlesticks, and not under a bushel, or in a secret 
place: nevertheless, these priests, scribes, and pharisees, which were 
erred from the spirit that God had poured upon them, and made a pro- 
fession of the law and prophets without his spirit, what a bed and bushel 
had they put their light under, and yet would make a profession of God, 
and Christ to come, but were erred from the spirit that God had poured 
upon them, and turned against Christ, who came to enlighten them, and 
every man, and therefore their eyes were not single, but evil against 
Christ, who came to enlighten their spirits, their candle ; and they blas- 
phemed against him : how, therefore, could their bodies but be full of 
darkness, and their eyes not single ? 

And therefore, all you that profess yourselves christians, upon whom 
God hath poured out his spirit, and upon all flesh : and Christ hath en- 
lightened every man that comes into the world, to wit, their spirits, their 
candles, with his light, which is the life in the word, by which all things 
were made; and you call his light, which is the life in Christ, the word, 
* a natural, created and dim light, and of the devil and antichrist ;' and 
some call it, ' a created and insufficient light :' are not here your eyes 
evil against the light, that should light your spirits, your candle, which 
light is the life in Christ the word 1 and then how can your bodies but 
be full of darkness, which have such evil and not single eyes in you ? 
who are found in the same spirit and path, as the Jews were, in your 
vain janglings and disputes against the light of Christ, as the Jews of old 
about the prophefs words, and against Christ ; so are you jangling about 
Christ's and the apostle's words, and are against the light, which is the 
life in Christ ; following your own spirits, and see nothing, natural men, 
that perceive not the things of God, which to you are foolishness. 
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So that^vhich joa call light, (how could CJhrist but saj as he does,) 
* take heed, therefore, lest that light which is in jou be darkness, who 
reject the lightof Cbris^t, phariseo and Jew-like, whicii should light your 
candles, your spirits, that you may see Christ your Saviour, your way, 
truth, and life. 

Now the single eye that receives the light of Christ, who lighteth his 
spirit with his light, which is the light, which is the life; and the candle 
being set up in its stick, which gives light to all in the house or body, so 
that the whole body comes to be full of light, as a bright shining candle 
shines in an outward house, so his bright shining light and life shines in 
man*s body, whose eye is single, so that his body is full of light, which 
lights his candle ; which light gives him ' the knowledge of the glory of 
God in the face of Christ Jesus,' that lighteth him. 2 Cor. iv. 

And Christ saith, in his parable to the murmuring scribes and phari- 
sees, that murmured against him because he received sinners, * what 
woman having ten pieces of silver, if she hath lost one piece, doth not 
light a candle, and sweep the house, and seek diligently till she &nd 
it V Luke XV. 8. 

This woman lights her candle at an outward fire, and she sweeps 
her house, when her candle is lighted, with an outward besom, and dili- 
gently seeks till she finds it, * and when she hath found it she rejoices, 
and calls her neighbours together, and tells them that she hath found her 
piece of silver.' 

Now this is a parable, but is not God's silver lost in man and woman's 
foul house, since they fell ; and in the Jew's house since they erred from 
the spirit of God ? and must not every man and woman light their candle 
at God's and Christ*s spirit, light, and fire ? * who is a consuming tire to 
the wicked ;' and * who shall sit as a refiner's fire, and burn up the chaff 
with unquenchable firc^' 

So must not every man and woman's spirit, which is their candle, 
being lighted ; must not they afler their candle is lighted at Christ's 
light and fire, with which he burn» up the chaff, forsake the evil and 
cleave to the good spirit, and believe inr the light, as Christ commands, 
and bring their deeds to the light/ and so sweep the house with God's 
besom, with his power and spirit ; and then they find the pearl hid in their 
own field, the leaven in the three pecks of meal ; and the seed of the 
kingdom like unto a grain of mustard seed. And then they sell all 
that they have gotten since man was driven into the earth, and fallen 
from the image of God, to purchase the field ; for there is nothing will 
purchase the field, but parting with all that man and woman have gotten 
and stored up, since they fell from the image of God in paradise. 
And so, all your houses are dark and foul, and you cannot find God's 
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lights your spirits, your candles withal. / 

- And then, when your candle is lighted by Christ's heavenly light and 
fire, you will see what a blasphemous spirit you have entertained in youF 
house, and have been married to, that has brought you to call the light, 
which is the life in Christ, natural and created. Jack with a lantern, 
the devil, antichrist, the Quakers' idol, Slc. And with these blasphe* 
mous words have blasphemed against the heavenly divine light, which 
is the life in Christ the word ; by which all things were made, * which 
lighteth every man that cometh into the world ; which light there was a 
man sent from God to bear witness of, whose name was John, that all 
men through him might believe.' John i. . 

And he said, ' he was not that light,' though lie was the greatest pro- 
phet born of a woman : but he said, * that was the true light, 'which 
lighteth every man that cometh into the world ;' and the world was 
made by him, though they knew him not, therefore they were dark. 
* And he came to his own,' to wit, the Jews, * and they received him not,' 
they were so dark also ; and this was true, the Jews received him not, 
but persecuted them that did receive him, and therefore, they were blind, 
and they thought they were in the light, because they could say, * they 
were of Abraham ;' but well might Christ say to them, ' if that light that 
is in you be darkness, how great is that darkness V that would not re- 
ceive Christ the light, who had erred from God's spirit, which he had 
poured upon their house. 

And so Christ is the true light, that lighteth every man's candle, every 
man's spirit, (which is dark and natural,) though they hate it 

And so now, may it not be said of the christians, as it was said of the 
Jews, who would neither see with their eyes, nor hear with their ears, 
who were wilful, * Christ came to his own, and they would not receive 
him ;' what him would they not receive ? they would not receive the 
true light, that lighteth every man that cometh into the world, every 
man's candle and spirit which is dark and natural, and know not the , 
things of God ; but those spirits and candles that are lighted believe u^ 
the light, and they know the things of God that are revealed to tbott 
by the spirit, and become children of light 

And so you called christians, that will not receive him, to wit, Christ 
the light, who are called after the name christians, and yet will not re- 
ceive him that lighteth every man that cometh into the world ; and you 
will have none of Christ's light, nor believe in it, which is the life in the 
word, but follow your own spirits and see nothing ; natural men that see 
not the things of God, whose candles are put out ; but as many as be- 
lieve in his light, and receive him, ' to them he gives power to become 
the sons of God.' • 
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And this light shines in your darkness, and your darkness comprehends 
it not, who do the evil, and love the darkness rather than the light ; and 
therefore, the light is your condemnation, and you will find it sufficient 
to condemn you, though you say it is not sufficient, by believing in it to 
save vou. 

And so you called christians, and Jews that have spoken so much 
evil against Chri>t and his light, the light in the word, by which all things 
were made ; and do neither believe John the greatest prophet born of a 
woman, what he witnessed, and bore witness to, nor Christ th:' light; 
though it may shine in your darkness, yet you loving the darkness more 
than the light, and hating the light, you cannot comprehend the light 
with vour darkness ; and this will be vour condemnation, which would 
ha^c enlightened your candles, your spirits, that you might see your sins, 
and sec your Saviour, him who enlightens you. 

rVow Aaron, the high priest, lighted the seven lamps hi the candlesticks, 
tli:it stood in the tabernacle, (a perfect number,) as in \um. viii. 2, 3. 
And the candlesticks were made of pure gold ; and Aaron had the charge 
of these candlesticks, and of the lamps to light them : and he was to 
cause the lamps to burn always in the tabernacle of the congregation, 
without the vail, as in Eiod. xxvi. 20. 

And Aaron, the high priest, who was anointed to that office, was to 
dress the lamps, whieh was a type of Christ our high priest, whom God 
hath anointed with the Holy Ghost, who lights with his everlasting light, 
(not natural ; for that they had before.) the lamps or spirits of men, 
with his everlasting light and tire, without the vail, that they see over 
all vails, and the bright shining of their lights is to to be seen abroad to 
the election before the world began. So this everlasting light and tire 
must shine and burn in every one's tabernacle ; and their lamps and 
spirits being lighted, then the sweet pure incense is offered up to the 
heavenly God, in his pure heavenly tire from his altar, the pure heart 
that sees God, which Aaron's incense was a type of, as in Exodus xxx. 

And Aaron made the candlesticks of pure beaten gold, a metal wherein 
18 no dross: so man must be moulded and puritied, and all the tilth in 
nqnd, soul, and spirit, must be beaten, tempered, and hammered down, 
before he is a fit candlestick to stand in the tabernacle of God. 

And the apostle, in Hebrews, comes to shew the end of all those otifer- 
ings, and candlesticks, and tables, and golden censers, and arks, and all 
those things that were held up by the law and first covenant, as may be 
seen in Heb, ix. throughout, and other places. And how Christ came as 
in the volume of the book, to do the will of God, and he said, ' lo, I 
come to do thy will, oh God, to take away the first covenant, law, and 
priesthood, that I may establish the second :' blessed be his name forever, 
as you may see in Heb. x. 9. • 
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And 80 Christ is our high priest, that gives light and fire to the lamps, 
and lights the candles, the spirits of men, with his heavenly divine li^t 
and fire, so that their lamps may hum always in the tabernacle or tem- 
ples, wliose bodies arc the temples of God : for Aaron lighted the out- 
ward lamps and dressed them, and the candlesticks: but Christ lights 
the inward and dresses them. And Aaron's seven lumps which were 
outward, were a type of the seven himps of fire, which burn before the 
throne of God, which seven lamps are the seven spirits of God. Rev, iv. 5. 
And John said, ' he beheld in the midst of the throne, and in the midst 
of the elders, &c. stood a Iamb as it had been slain, having seven horns 
and seven eyes, which are the seven spirits of God, sent forth into all the 
world.' A perfect number of lamps, of eyes, of spirits, of stars, and 
trumpets, and vials ; this hath Christ our high priest, who ends Aaron's 
trumpets, candlesticks, lamps, horns, and altars ; for here is heavenly 
lamps to burn, heavenly eyes to see, and heavenly horns to push and 
throw down all his enemies, and to make them his footstool, and to stand 
upon them in his glorious power. 

And they be his enemies that resist his holy spirit, and turn his grace 
into wantonness, and hate his light ; so he in his light, grace, and spirit, 
comes over them, and they go into darkness, andHhe light of the candle 
shall shine no more in them, nor the voice of the bridegroom nor bride 
shall be heard any more in them ; for down Babylon is thrown, and 
judged. 

And John saith, in his revelations, ^ I saw seven golden candlesticks ; 
in the midst of the seven golden candlesticks one like the Son of man, 
clothed in a garment down to the foot, girt about his paps with a golden 
girdle, his head and his hair were like wool, as white as snow, his eyes 
were as a flame of fire, and his feet like unto fine brass, as if they burnt 
in a furnace,' &c. 

' And unto the angel of the church of Ephesus write these things, saith 
he,' to wit, Christ, ' that holdeth the seven stars in his right hand, who 
walketh in the midst of the seven golden candlesticks : I am he who 
lives forever, who was dead; but behold, I am alive for evermore, and 
have the keys of hell and death.' Rev. i. ii. 

Now they whose candles are lighted by Christ's heavenly divine light 
and fire, can see where Christ walks, who was dead, and is alive, and 
lives for evermore : for he walks in the midst of the seven golden candle- 
sticks, and the seven golden candlesticks are the seven churches, Christ 
hath lighted their candles, their spirit, and their lamps, that they might 
burn and shine always. « 

So now, here is an end of all Aaron's lamps and candlesticks, and 
outward oil and. tabernacle, for they were worldly, made with men's 
hands ; his golden candleatickB were a type of these golden 

Vol. v.- 
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the churches, which are his people, * his living members, the believers 
born of God, living stones, the household of faith, a holy people elect and 
precious, built up together a spiritual household.' 

And these are the churches, and he that holds the seven stars, which 
are the seven angels, in his right hand, is Christ that was dead and is 
alive again, and lives for evermore; and is first and last, and the head of 
his church ; and he walketh in the midst of his seven golden candlesticks, 
that is, in the midst of his churches, his people : and they whose candles, 
whose spirits he has lighted with his holy and divine light and fire, see 
him walk in the midst of his seven golden churches, and there exer- 
cising his oflices, as he is a king to rule in their hearts, and as he is a priest, 
who ofTered up himself for them, and who ofiers his people to God 
without spot or blemish, and as he is a prophet, he opens to his churches, 
and they hear him the spiritual man, what he saith to the churches. 

Now all the false churches, who will not own him in his light, that 
lighteth every man's spirit or candle, (that believe in it,) it is their con- 
demnation. 

And they that do believe in the light which Christ hath enlightened 
them withal, arc children of the light, and so members of the true 
church which Christ is the head of. 

Now they that do evil and hate the light, which should enlighten their 
candle, their spirit, (like the Jews, scribes, and pharisces, and chiefpriests, 
christians^ or others,) and set up churches, and have elders and members 
like the pharisees, and they cannot see Christ walk in the midst of their 
churches, that do believe in Christ the light, which lighteth every man 
that Cometh into the world ; for, how can they that hate his light, which 
should enlighten their spirits, their candles; therefore, they cannot be 
called the golden candlesticks, that are made up of the beaten gold that 
is tried in the fire. 

And so revelation is a mystery to them, though John had been a fisher- 
man, and one that could not read the letters, but you did not read that 
the seven golden candlesticks, which were the seven churches did tell 
John, that what he wrote was mysteries to them, and that they did not 
understand it ; for Christ had enlightened their candles that they m^ht 
see; and he walked in the midst of these seven churches, and therefore, 
they that do not see, do not believe in Christ, who lighteth their spirits, 
their minds, and hearts, and understandings ; so cannot be grafted into 
Christ the life, but by belief in Christ the light. 

For Clirist said, ' he that hath an ear let him hear what the spirit 
saith to the churches;' and you that have not the same spiritual ear 
cannot hear what the spirit saith to the churches: and you that say you 
have not the same spirit as the apostles and the churches had ; and say, 
that the spirit does not speak nowadays, as it did in the apostles' days, 
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jour ears are stopped, and you are not like to hear what the spirit saith 
to the churches. 

But Christ who was the beginning and the ending, the first and last, 
and the same yesterday^ to-day, and forever ; who is the heavenly and 
spiritual man, does walk in the midst of his golden candlesticks, glory to 
God forever, and he is known and seen to walk now in the midst of his 
churches, ' the general assembly written in heaven,' which are called 
the heavenly Jerusalem, who are the living members of him the living 
head ; and the living shepherd that feeds with his living bread, his 
churches, his people in the living pastures of life, who walks in the 
midst of his sheep, hb church, and his sheep hear his voice, and follow 
him, and will not follow any of the flying hirelings, nor climbing thieves, 
that will not come in at the door by the light that Christ hath enlight- 
ened every man withal. 

And also, Christ stands at the door and knocks, and therefore, Christ is 
nigh, when he stands at the door of your hearts and knocks with his 
power, light, and grace : for Christ saith, ' behold, (that is to say, take 
notice, if you will regard, and will not be like the chief priests and 
pharisees, that will not regard,) behold, (says he^) I stand at the door and 
knock, if any man [mark, it is general,] hear my voice, and open the 
door, I will come in to him, and I will sup with him, and he with me.' 
Rev. ill 20. 

Now you say, and teach, (that call Christ the light, that enlightens 
every man that comes into the world, a natural light,) that there is no 
hearing Qirisfs voice nowadays, and that is strange, cannot you hear 
his voice, he stands and knocks at the door of your hearts? what 
will you be just like your forefathers the pharisees and Jews ! * have 
ears and hear not, eyes and will not see, and hearts and will not perceive/ 
r believe, if a man should knock at your door, and tell you of a benefice 
of a thousand a year, you could open your doors soon enough, the doors 
of your ears, minds, and spirits would be quickly enough open to that, 
to bear such an one : but Christ knocks at your door, and you say and 
tell people, there is no hearing his voice nowadays; no hearing of his 
voice that saith, ' freely you have received, freely give.' Oh I this cuti 
self; it is no wonder, if you will not hear his voice: but bow can you 
sup with Christ, and he with you, the heavenly supper, except you hear 
his voice, and open the door of your hearts, and minds, and souls, and let 
him in, by turning from the darkness to the light, and from the power of 
Satan unto God ? 

And how can you say, you are ministers of Christ, and yet say, there 
is no hearing of his voice, when he stands at the door and knocks ? 

But are you not such, as run when God never sent you, and speak 
when God and C3iriit never spoke unto you, and yet you talk of fidtb, 
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and grace, and the spirit ? and what a strange doctrine is this, that there 
is no hearing of Christ by his grace, which should teach them, and bring 
their salvation ; and by his spirit, which he hath poured upon all flesh ; 
and by his light with which he hath enlightened every one that cometh 
into the world, and bids them believe in the light ! may it not well be 
said, the candle of you wicked is put out, who are dark indeed, and 

cannot see ? 

And how can any such be ministers of Christ, that own not Christ's 
light, that lightcth every man that cometh into the world ; who lights 
their candles, their spirits, by believing in him the light, and so they be- 
come children of light ; who see the things of Christ the heavenly and 
spiritual man, and of his kingdom. 

And we know that the Jews were against John, and said, * he had a 
devil,' that came for a witness, to hear witness of the light, and said, 
* that was the true light that lighteth every one that cometh into the 
world, that through him every man might believe.' And so it is not 
strange that such as profess themselves to be preachers of Christ, and 
christians should say now, that the true light which lighteth Qvery man 
that cometh into the world, is of the devil, and the Quakers' idol, and 
natural and a corrupt conscience, and the like ; but Christ saith, * believe 
in Ihe light while you have it,' shewing that people have the light before 
they can believe in it; and therefore he exhorts them, 'to believe in 
the light, that they may become children of the light ;' so their candle 
is lighted that believe in it : and such are they that preach Christ's holy 
kingdom, that see it, and know it, and preach the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
not themselves, and warn people to repentance, and newness of life, and 
turn them from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan to God: 
and so the light enlightens their candles, their spirits, and they come to 
be children of the light, and of the everlasting day of Christ And all 
that will not own Christ and his light, that enlightens every man that 
comes into the world, but give bad names to his light, which is the life 
in him, are natural men that know not the things of God, and follow 
their own spirits, like the foolish prophets, and see nothing ; and lead 
people after them into death and darkness for means, as they did in the 
days of the Jews: and do the evil, and hate the light, and will not come 
to it, because it will reprove them of their evil deeds ; such Christ en- 
lightens, but it will be their condemnation : for they put darkness for 
light, and evil for good, and they are the wicked, whose candle is put out 

And in Rev. zviiL 23. where John speaks of the fall of Babylon, and 
saith, * that the light of a candle shall shine no more at all in her, (to wit, 
Babylon,) and the voice of the bridegroom, and of the bride, shall be heard 
no more at all in her ; this is mystery Babyk>n the mother of all bar- 
k>ts, and all nations have drank of her cup, which sat upon the beatt^ 
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which all the world have worshipped, and made war with the saints ; and 
all the blood of the martyrs, prophets, and saints is found in her.' And this 
mystery Babylon is not seen, but by them whose candle is lighted by be- 
lieving in the light of Christ : for all the persecution of God's people is 
found in her and the beast, yea, ' in her was found the blood of all the 
prophets, and of all the saints that were slain upon the earth ;' mark, in 
this mystery Babylon, mother of harlots. And this is the spirit of the 
beast and the whore, that is whored from God and Christ, and his faith, 
and spirit, and grace, and truth ; yet will have a profession of the pro- 
phets* words, Jew-like, and Christ's and the apostles' words, and yet are 
out of the power and spirit that they were in, and persecute them that 
be in the same power and spirit, which the prophets and apostles were 
in. So all the persecution of the prophets, and saints, and holy men and 
women of God, and the blood of all the saints is found in her : and though 
she may reach to heaven, yet she must fall, and when she is fallen, the 
marriage of the Lamb is known, and the saints sing hallelujah. And it 
is said, * the light of a candle shall shine no more at all in her,' to wit, 
mystery Babylon, * nor the voice of the bridegroom and of the bride shall 
be heard no more at all in her.' 

Now, these prophets and saints, who were married to Christ Jesus, 
have called and warned the whore, beast, and her company ; for did not 
John prophesy to tongues and nations 1 and is not the gospel preached 
to all nations, tongues, and people, which have been the waters which 
the whore sat upon ? and Christ has called them by his grace, light, 
power, and spirit to repentance ; but they would not repent : and has 
not the loud voice gone forth, ' fear God and give glory to him, and wor- 
ship not the beast, but worship God that made heaven and earth ;' but 
they repented not : for it is said, ' when the fourth vial was poured out, 
men were scorched with great heat, and they blasphemed, and repented 
not to give glory to God. And when the fifth angel poured out his vial 
upon the seat of the beast, which the beast and the whore sat upon, 
mystery Babylon, the beast's kingdom was full of darkness, and they 
gnawed their tongues for pain, and blasphemed the God of heaven, be- 
cause of their pains and sores, and they repented not' So went wilfully 
on to destruction, the beast, whore, and its worshippers. Rev. xvi. 9, 10, 1 1. 

Now, if they did not repent, they grieved God's good spirit, which 
called them to repentance, like the old world, and so the beast that all 
the world worships, and the whore that drinks the blood of the saints, 
and ail the nations drink of her cup, who sits upon the waters, which 
are nations, tongues, and people. So this beast, and whore, and their 
followers, are in the unrepented state ; and such are they that hate the 
light, which Christ hath lighted all that come into the world withal ; and 
lighted them, the whore, and beast, and their worshippers, by which 
light they might see their evil deeds, and the abominatk>D of their fitfii- 
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nen and persecution ; but tbej hate it, and therefore, they are condemned 
\vith it, and go into the fire with the devil and his angels, that are out 
of the truth. And the light of the candle shall shine no more in Babylon, 
which has enlightened their spirits, that they might sec their deeds and 
repent ; but they repent not of their evil deeds ; so they turned not to 
the light, which would have lighted their candle, and made it shine ; 
but they hating it, and turning from it, this light of the candle, shall 
shine no more in Babylon, but be her condemnation, and then is the can- 
dle of the wicked put out. 

And then how can they hear the voice of the bridegroom, or the bride» 
the wife of Christ, his church, that is married to him, when they will 
not hear the voice of his light, that would let them see their evil deeds 
and repent. 

But the saints in light that walk in that light, have fellowship in it, and 
with the Son, and with the Father, and they shall sing hallelujah. Rev. 
xix. ' and they shall say, true and righteous are the judgments of the 
great God, that hath judged the great whore, that hath corrupted the 
earth :' for Christ has died for all men, and all men have been and are 
enlightened by Christ, but they will not believe in it and repent : and 
the gospel of peace has been preached to all nations, but they will not 
receive it ; and therefore, the light is their condemnation that hate it, 
which should enlighten their spirits, and so they grow dark ; so the light 
of a candle shall shine no more in Babylon, but be her condemnation, 
though it be the just man's path, which is as a ' shining light, which shines 
more and more to the perfect day.' 

And you may see, when that the plagues and woes were poured upon 
the wicked, in Rev. ix. 20, 21. 'yet repented not they of the works of 
their hands, that they should not worship devils, and idols of gold, and 
silver, and brass, and stone, and wood, which neither could see, nor hear, 
nor speak, nor walk.' 

And is there not too many of these found among christians, besides 
what is found in the world, that worship such things, that do not repent 
and turn from them. Neither repented they of their murders, nor of 
their sorceries, nor of their fornications, nor of their thefts, as too many 
of those called chrbtians do not now. 

So these were enlightened by Christ to see their evil deeds, or else how 
could they be admonished to repent, or change, or turn from them ; and 
therefore are they warned not to worship such things, nor follow such 
evils, but to believe in the light, and become children of the light, and 
80 to worship Grod in the spirit and truth, which the devil is out of, and 
the beast and the whore that is a-top of hinL And therefore, if they do 
not repent, God is just in bringing all his woes, judgments, and plagues 
upon them, and judging them by the man Christ Jeeus, according to the 
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gospel, the power of God, which is preached to every creature under 
heaven ; and according to the light which Christ hath enlightened them, 
and every man withal ; and according to the grace of God which ap- 
peared unto all men, to teach them, and to bring their salvation ; but 
they walked despitefuUy against the spirit of grace, and turned it into 
lasciviousness. 

So the righteous God, king over all the earth, is just in his judgments 
upon all such rebels. And in Rev. ii. 20. there you may see how God 
and Christ gave Jezebel, who called herself a prophetess, who was a 
teacher, and seduced his servants to cat things sacrificed to idols ; God 
gave this Jezebel a space to repent of her fornications, and she repented 
not. 

Now, this Jezebel might preach the prophets', Christ's, and the apos- 
tles' words, from Genesis to the Revelations, and Christ's death and 
resurrection, but in the unrepentant state. 

Now she was enlightened to see what she was to repent of, and turn 
from, so she had her space, her time, her visitation, as all men have 
before God brings his judgments upon them ; and their candle is lighted 
by the light of Christ, that they may see what they should do, and what 
they should not do : and therefore, God does reward every one according 
to their works ; and they that hate the light, their candle is put out, by 
joining to the evil, and doing evil, and not coming to the light to light 
their candle with, but hating it, and erring from God's spirit, which would 
keep it lighted, which light would manifest their evil deeds, and reprove 
them for it ; therefore, the light is their condemnation, which light they 
should have believed in, and become children of. 

And therefore, saith God, concerning Jezebel, who does not repent, 
* behold,' that is, take notice, ^ I will cast her into a bed, and them that 
commit adultery with her into great tribulation, except they repent ; 
and I will kill her children with death, and all the churches shall know 
that I am he, who searcheth the reins and hearts ; and I will give to 
every one of you according to your works.' 

So there is a light in all people, which Christ enlightens them withal, 
that will let them see whether their works be good, or whether they be 
evil ; so that Christ who is the righteousness of God, and will judge 
the world in righteousness, he will judge them according to the light 
which lets them see whatsoever they have done or spoken ; so that every 
tongue shall confess, that he is true and just in bis judgments, and will 
judge with equity, and not condemn man for that which he hath not, 
but for that which he hath, and hath not obeyed, nor been faithful to iL 

And they that believe in the light, as Christ commands, their spirits, 
their candle is enlightened, and they become children of the ligh^ and 
are grafted into Christ, who is the first and last, and see him walk in the 



midst of his churches, who is the head of them, which the unrepentant 
and haters of the light, and errers and strayers from the spirit are not 
like ; for the true church is come to * MoBnt Zion, the city of the living 
God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to an innumerable company of angels, 
to the general assembly, the church of the first born, and to God, the 
judge of all, and the spirits of just men made perfect, and to Jesus, the 
Mediator of the new covenant, and to the blood of sprinkling, that speaks 
better things than that of Abel:' for the blood of Abel cried for ven- 
geance against Cain, but the blood of Christ cleanses from all sin, and 
justifies. 

And so the saints, the church that arc in this new covenant, and come 
to Jesus, the Mediator of it, betwixt them and God, they sec him walk 
in the midst of his churches, his general assembly, exercising his offices, 
as a shepherd to feed them, and a counsellor to counsel them, and a 
bishop to oversee them, and as a prophet to open to them, whom they do 
hear, and as a priest that otiered up himself for them; and oflers them 
up to (lod without spot or wrinkle, and as a king to rule them in their 
hearts bv faith. 

And all they that quench, vex and grieve the spirit of God, and rebel 
against it, and resist the Holy Ghost, that are erred from the spirit of 
God ; and likewise all they that turn the grace of God, which has ap- 
peared unto all men to teach them, and bring their salvation into wanton- 
ness, and walk despitcfully against it. 

And also, all they that are haters of the light, which is the life in Christ 
the word, which is the true light, that lighteth every man that comes into 
the world ; and all they that err from the faith, and make shipwreck of 
it and a good conscience, Are in the unrepented state, unconverted, un- 
translated, and unregcnerated ; and Christ stands at the doors of such 
and knocks, and saith unto them, ' behold (that is to say, take notice,) 
if any man will open unto me, (to wit, any man of you all,) and hear 
my voice, I will come in to him, and sup with him, and he shall sup with 
mc.' 

Now, there is no man opens to Christ and hears his voice, but he joins 
to the spirit, grace, faith, and light, and truthjn the inward parts; and 
turns at the reproof of the Holy Ghost, which Christ hath sent ; and 
with the grace, light, truth, and spirit, they let in Christ into their hearts: 
for Christ is in bis saints, and dwells in his saints, and they are repro- 
bates, that Christ is not in : therefore, examine yourselves, though you 
may make a profession from Genesis to the Revelations, of Christ's, and 
his prophets', and apostles* words ; yet, if Christ be not in you, you are re- 
probates; 

Sd he stands at your doors and knocks ; so you cannot say, but that 
Quvt does visit you, when he stands at your doors and knocks, and 
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tells, if any man hear his voice, and open the door, he will come in to 
you, and sup with you ; so you are all left without excuse in the day 
that he judges you, and none can plead ignorance, but they have been 
warned ; yea, none of the house of Adam in the fall, for Christ hath en- 
lightened them all, and his grace has appeared unto them all, and he has 
poured out of his spirit upon all flesh. For the first man Adam was made 
of the earth, earthly, the second man is the Lord from heaven : the first 
man was made a living soul, the second man is a quickening spirit. 

Now all being in the fall of Adam, and Adam and his whole house 
being fallen from the image of God into sin and darkness, Christ the second 
Adam died for them all, and enlightens them all, and the grace of God 
which bringeth salvation, hath appeared to them all; and God hath 
poured out his spirit upon all flesh, and Christ is a quickening spirit 

All they that believe in the light, their spirits, their candle is enlight- 
ened, and they know Christ a quickening spirit, this spiritual heavenly 
man : and they that do not believe in the light, but hate it, and grieve 
the spirit, and turn his grace into wantonness, and walk despitefully 
against it, the candles of those wicked are put out. 

And here Christ is just and true in his judgments upon the world, who 
judges them in equity, according to the spirit that is poured upon all, and 
the grace which hath appeared unto all, and the light of Christ which 
has enlightened all ; and Christ died for all, and what could God have done 
more, (for the ungodly world,) who is just and righteous, and true in all 
his judgments ? all that walk in the spirit, and believe in the light, and 
in his grace, it teacheth them, and brings their salvation, and they that 
follow Christ, from whence the grace comes, in the belief in his light, 
have everlasting life ; and here is God's love to the world ; that whosoever 
believes on him shall not perish, but have everlasting life ; for they that 
perish, perish for not believing in the Son, whom God has sent in his love, 
who enlightens them all with a true and saving light, which is the life 
in him the word ; and bids them believe in the light, that they may be 
grafted into him the root. 

And so they that are not grafted inter Christ, it is because of unbelief; 
and though christians may say, they believe in Christ, and the Jews may 
say, they believe in God, and the Messiah to come, yet if they do not 
believe in the light, as Christ has commanded, which is the life in the 
word by which all things were made and created^ they are not grafted 
into Christ the life. G. F* 

The 2d of the 4th Mtmih, 1677. 
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A Testimony concerning the Blood of the Old Covenant^ and the Blood of 

the ATew Covenant, ^. — By G. F. 

Moses took the blood of the oxen and calves that were offered for 
sacrifices, burnt-ofierings and peace-offerings, and sprinkled it upon the 
altar, and upon the people, and said unto them, ' behold the blood of the 
covenant which the Lord hath made with you :' so the life of the beasts 
and other creatures (which is blood,) was the blood of the old covenant 
And after Moses had sprinkled the people, he sprinkled the tabernacle, 
and the vessels of the ministry, he sprinkled Aaron and his sons, and he 
sprinkled the books of the Old Testament ; so the first testament and 

jdcovenant was dedicated with the blood of beasts and other creatures, 
which was the life of beasts and other creatures ; and almost all things 
were by the law of Moses, purged with blood, which was the life of 
beasts. And without shedding of blood there was no remission of sin. 
And, (as I said before,) when Moses had sprinkled the books of the Old 
Testament, and the people with the blood, (which was the life of beasts,) 
he said, ' thb is the blood of the covenant and testament which God hath 
enjoined to you.' So the blood of the old covenant and the Old Testa- 
ment, was the life of the clean beasts without blemish, (as I said before,) 
for is not the blood the life ] and it is not posssble that the blood, the 
life of bulls, goats, or other creatures in the old covenant should take 
away sin. But in the new covenant it is written, ' forasmuch as we are 
not redeemed with corruptible things, nor with silver, nor gold, froai our 
vain conversations, or tradition of our forefathers, but with the precious 
blood of Christ, a Lamb without blemish or spot, which Lamb was fore- 
ordained, before the foundation of the world,' and was manifested in the 
apostles' time and days, which he calls the last times. Silver and gold 
are corruptible things, which cannot redeem from corruption, nor the 

^blood of bulls, goats, or other creatures, which will corrupt, but the 
blood of the Lamb, which was ordained before the foundation of the 
world, and manifested in the last times, in the new covenant ; this pre- 
cious blood of the Lamb, without spot or blemish, Christ Jesus, doth not 
corrupt, for it doth redeem from the traditions of our forefathers, the 
Jews in the old covenant, and the corruptible blood of bulls, goats, and 
other creatures, that could not take away sin. And so, by the blood of 
the Lamb Christ Jeios, the saints are redeemed from their vain conver- 
sation and corruptible life, to a conversation in heaven, and incorruptible 
life. 

And as Moses in the old covenant sprinkled the people with the bkx)d, 
the life of beasts ; so Christ our high priest sprinkles the hearts and cod- 
iciences of his people in the new covenant with his blood, his life, * firom 
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their dead works, that they may serve the living God in newness of life :' 
and as the blood of the old covenant was the life of the beasts, so the 
blood of the everlasting covenant is the life of Christ the Lamb, ordained 
before the foundation of the world, who is the great shepherd of his 
sheep, through the blood of his everlasting covenant ^he makes his saints 
perfect in every good work to do his will, working in them that which 
is well pleasing in his sight' 

So it is clear, the blood of the everlasting new covenant is the life of 
Christ Jesus ; and the blood of the old covenant was the life of the 
beasts, and the bodies of those beasts in the old covenant were burnt 
without the Jews' camp, and the blood was brought into the sanctuary 
by the high priest, as an atonement for the sins of the priests and people ; 
wherefore, Jesus also, that he might sanctify his people with his ow# 
blood, suffered without the gates of Jerusalem : let us go, therefore, unto 
him, (to wit, Christ,) without the Jews' camp* bearing Christ's reproach, 
who was reproached, who sanctifies with his blood, his life, which dedi- 
cates the new covenant ; so that all may come to Jesus the Mediator of 
the new covenant, and his blood of sprinkling, that qieaketh better things 
than that of Abel, or of the blood of bulls and goats, the life of beasts ; 
fi>r Christ being a high priest, and of a more perfect tabernacle than 
that which was made with hands in the old covenant, did not enter into 
the holy place made with hands, by the blood of bulls, goats, and calves, 
as the priests of the old covenant did. But Christ, the Lamb of God, 
ordained before the foundation of the world, which was manifested in 
time, by hb own blood, his life, entered once into the holy place, into 
heaven itself, (now to appear in the presence of God for us,) having ob- 
tained eternal redemption for us : so it is the blood, the life of Christ in 
the new covenant, that cleanseth from all sin, who through the eternal 
spirit ofiered himself without spot to God, ' to purge our consciences from 
dead works, to serve the living God : for this cause he is the Mediator 
of the New Testament 

And so Christ was once offered for sin, who tasted death for every 
man ; so he takes away the first covenant, that he may establish the 
second, and by one offering he hath perfected forever them that are 
sanctified ; so it is by the blood of Christ, by which all his peoples' sins 
are washed away, who did and do confess, that Christ bath redeemed 
them to God by his blood, and their garments were made white with the 
blood of the Lamb. 

So the blood of the old covenant was the life of the beasts and other 
creatures ; and the blood of the new covenant is the life of Christ Jesus, 
who saith, * except ye eat my flesh, and drink my blood, ye have no life 
in you.' John vL 53. 

So the blood of the new covenant is not according to the old; and ap 
with this blood of the new covenant must every one feel their hearts 
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sprinkled, if they have life ; and in thb new covenant they shall raU 
know the Lord, &c And by this blood of Jesu8» his life in the new 
covenant, they are justified, in whom we have redemption and the for- 
giveness of sins; and Christ hath purchased his church with his own 
blood, his life, and their faith doth stand in hb blood, which is the life of 
the Lamb. Therefore, the apostle saith, * if ye walk in the light, as he 
is in the light, then have ye fellowship one with another, and the bkxMl 
of Christ Jesus, his Son, cleanses from all sin.' 

So it is not the blood of bulls, goats, or the blood of other creatures, 
which was the blood of the old covenant, nor their outward washings 
in it, that takes away sin ; but the blood of the new covenant, which 
is the blood of the Lamb without blemish, Chrbt Jesus, the bk)od of the 
Jjainb, the life of the Lamb, with which Christ, the high priest sanctifiei^ 
cleanses and redeems ; and he washes with his own life, his blood; yea, 
be sprinkles the altar of their hearts, that they may offer a sacrifice of 
praise to God continually, that is, the fruits of our lips giving thanks to 
his name. 

So you are bought and purchased with the blood of Christ, the life 
of Christ, who has died for you, and risen for your justification, that all 
might live to him, and not to themselves, and glorify him in body, soqI 
and spirit, which are hisTwIib hath purchased you with his blood, his 
life ; so worthy is the Lamb to receive glory and honour, who bath re- 
deemed us to God by his blood, and hath washed us from our sins bj hil 
blood, and our garments are made white by the blood of the Lamb. So 
the saints do overcome by the blood» the life of the Lamb, who wai 
dead, and is alive again, and lives for evermore. 

So the blood of the old covenant was the life of lambs and beasts 
without blemish, by which all things were cleansed and sprinkled withal, 
yea, the tabernacle and the vesseb, priests and people with the bloody 
the life of the clean beasts without blcmbh, in the old covenant, and 
Old Testament ; but the blood of the new covenant, abd of the New 
Testament, hb blood b the life of the Lamb, Chrbt Jesus, the Son of 
God without blemish, spot, sin, or guile ; a Lamb prepared before the 
foundation of the world was : so it is by the life, the blood of this spot- 
less Lamb, that all his people are sanctified and redeemed to God, and 
sprinkled and washed, their hearts, consciences, tabernacles, vessels and 
altar in the tabernacle, and the fat or grossness consumed by hb fire on 
the altar, by which they come to be a royal priesthood, offering up spiri- 
tual sacrifices to God through Jesus Chrbt 

So the blood of the new and everlasting covenant b the life of Christy 
which all the believers in the light are to walk in, and to be cleansed 
byt giving all honour and glory to God, and-the Lamb, who hath re* 
deemed us to God by hb blood. G. F. 

Snmrthmorey the lih of ihe I2th monik, 1^78. 



, AwD whereas, many lies and false reports have been cast upon iii by 
both priests and professors, that we do slight, deny, and undervalue, the 
blood of Jesus, who do value and esteem it more than any of them ; for 
bow can they value or esteem the blood of Christ that plead for sin a 
term of life, which makes for the popish doctrine of purgatory when 
they are dead, who are not washed, and their garments made white, nor 
cleansed from all sin, and redeemed to God by the blood of the Lamb, 
from their vain conversations and the tradition of their forefathers, neither 
have they so much faith in the blood of Christ the Lamb, ordained 
before the foundation of the world, that it will so wash them, and cleanse 
them, and redeem them, or make them as clean as their father Adam, 
and mother Eve was before they fell, and that they might come to sit 
together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus that never fell. 

And it may be seen, it was the life of the clean beasts from AbePs 
time, that was offered and accepted of by God to cleanse withal, and 
therefore, they were not to eat the blood, for the blood, the life pf the 
beasts was offered to God for an atonement upon his altar : so it is clear 
it was the blood, the life of the beasts which God required to make 
atonement with upon his altar for their souls: for the Lord saith, ' the 
life of all flesh is the blood,' and whosoever did eat it was to be cut off; 
for the life of all flesh, the blood, was to be offered upon his altar to 
make atonement for their soul, as the Lord required. 

Thus the first covenant was dedicated with the blood, which was the 
life of all flesh : but the new and second covenant is dedicated with the 
blood, the life of Christ Jesus, which is the alone atonement unto Grod, 
by which all -his people are washed, sanctified, cleansed, and redeemed 
to God ; so that their faith and testinfK)ny stands in the blood of the Lamb, 
the life of Christ Jesus, foreordained before the world was, a Lamb with- 
out blemish, guile, spot, or sin, which cleanses from all spots and sin, and 
washes and makes clean the garments. And Christ abolishes both the 
blood of beasts, and the altar, and all the traditions in the law, and their 
offerings and sacrifices before the law, by the offering up of hiniself once 
in the end of the world, a Lamb ordained before the foundation of the 
world, therefore must every one^s faith and testimony stand in him and 
his blood. And who are the true' witnesses of this, but they only that 
have drunk of the blood of Christ, and eaten of his flesh, which he gives 
for the life of the world, not such as talk of it only ? 

' In the beginning was the word, and the word was with God, and the 
word was God ; the same was in the beginning with God ; all things 
were made by him, and without him was not any thing made that was 
made ; and the word was made flesh and dwelt amongst us, and we be- 
held his glory as the glory of the only begotten of the Father.' And 
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Christ said, ' I have glorified thee on earth, I have finished thy work 
which thou gavest me to do : and now, O Father, glorify thou me with 
thy own self, with the glory which I had with thee before the world was, 
for thou lovedst me before the foundation of the world.' Jahn xviL So 
Christ, a Lamb, without spot or blemish, who redeems us from our vain 
conversations and traditions of our forefathers, the Jews, ' who verily 
was ordained before the foundation of the world, but was manifested in 
these last times,' Sue. 1 Pet. i. 19, 20. ' who hath put an end to all the 
Jews' ofierings and sacrifices,' as the apostle saith ; for in the end of the 
world he hath appeared, (to wit^ Christ,) to put away sin with the sacri- 
fice of himself. For if the blood of bulls and goats, which is their life, 
and the ashes of a heifer sprinkling the unclean, sanctifieth to the puri- 
fying of the flesh in the old covenant, how much more shall the blood 
of Christ, his life, who hath through the eternal spirit offered himself 
without spot to God, ' purge your consciences from dead works, to serve 
the living God {' so for this cause, he is the Mediator of the New Testa- 
ment, which is dedicated with his blood, his life : ' so Jesus Christ was 
surely of a better testament than that of the Jews.' HA. viL 22. * For 
he, by the grace of God, tasted death for every man.' HA. iL and lighteth 
every man that cometh into the world ; and saith, ' I am the light of the 
world, and he that follows me shall not abide in darkness, but shall have 
the light of life.' And the apostle told the Ephesians, that he was * to 
make all men see what is the fellowship of the mystery, which since the 
beginning of the world hath been hid in God, who created all things by 
Jesus Christ' Ephes. iiL 'And he that hath the Son of God, hath life, 
and he that hath not the Son of God, hath not life.' 

Here it is clear Christ is the first and the last, the beginning and end- 
ing, and over all in the glory that he had with the Father before the 
world began ; therefore, let your faith stand in Christ, and his blood, his 
life, by which ye are washed, sanctified, purged, cleansed and redeemed 
to God, that God, through Christ your Mediator, may have the glory in 
all your hearts. 

The blood of the clean beasts, which was the life of the beasts, with 
it did the high priest enter once a year into the holy place made with 
hands, to make an atonement for himself and the people of the Jews in 
the old covenant; but Christ, our high priest entered into heaven by his 
own blood, his own life, to make an atonement for us ; he tasted death 
for every man, and was a propitiation for the sins of the wh6le world, 
who was dead, and is alive again, and lives for evermore ; so ha ever 
liveth to make intercession for his people, and so his people have bold- 
ness to enter into the holiest, to wit, into heaven, by the blood, the life 
of Jesus, by a new and living way, which is consecrated for us through 
the vail, that is to say, his flesh ; glory to God forever, through Jesus the 
Saviour, and Christ the anointed oC God. G. F. 



< A Demonstration to the Christians in Name^ Without the Nature rfit. 

How they hinder the Conversion of the Jems. With an exhortation to them 
to come into the true Nature and Life of Christianity^ which the Apostles 
and Primitive Christians were in^ who converted many of the Jews* 

Which Nature and Life of Christianity is herein declared of according to the 
Scriptures^ and by which alone the Jews may now be convinced and con" 
verted also. — By G. F, 

The usual saying of the Jews is, * when the Messiah is come, he will 
make all things new,' according to Isa. zliii. which also is testified unto 
in 2 Cor. v. 17. and Rev. xxL 5. . 

But the Jews say, ' most of Christendom (so called,) are in the old 
things, like the heathens, as their life and practice doth demonstrate, 
whose conversations, many of them, are like unto Sodom and Egypt' 

And therefore they say, * how do the c*hristians think we should turn 
to them, whose conversations, many of them, are in cursing, swearing, 
drunkenness, and uncleanness, which the law of Moses forbids, and the 
prophets ; by which law of God, we Jews are not to swear by the crea- 
tures, but by the Lord ; though many of our forefathers did swear by 
the temple and other things, yet it was when they were degenerated 
from the law of God, and then some of them sware by Baal, and other 
heathenbh gods, all which was forbidden by the law of God and bis 
prophets : and therefore, seeing many of them that call themselves chris- 
tians, swear wickedly, and vainly, and by creatures, and books, the Old 
and New Testament, which the law of God forbids ; and therefore, as 
our prophets say, when the Messiah is come, he will make all things 
new in the new covenant, which is not according to the old : and i£, 
therefore, we now should turn to you christians, we should turn again 
but into the practice of those old things which our law forbids; for the 
new covenant, which God promised to make, doth exceed the old : and 
therefore, if we should turn to you christians, and practise those things 
which the heathens do below the old covenant, we should bring ourselves 
under the judgment of the law of God and the prophets, and beneath 
what was commanded in our law.' 

And therefore, all christians are to lay away all swearing and oaths, 
as Christ commanded, and cursing, drunkenness, fornication and unclean- 
ness: for all christians' conversaticms should preach, as well as their 
tongues, a new life, and a new heart in the new covenant 

For, Christ said, ^ except your righteousness (to wit, the christians, in 
ihe new covenant,) doih exceed the righteousness of the scribes and 
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pharisees/ (in the old covenant,) Christ, the Messiah saith, ' ye shall in no 
wise enter the kingdom of God.' 

But, if the christians' unrighteousnc^ and ungodliness, their swearing, 
cursing, whoring, and profaneness, &c. doth exceed the transgressing Jews, 
and many of the heathens, how can they then think to enter into the 
kingdom of God, seeing if they do enter into the kingdom of God their 
righteousness must exceed the righteousness of the scribes and pharisees, 
the Jews in the old covenant. 

And therefore, this is a great stumbling to the Jews, which profess the 
old covenant, and hold that the Messiah is not come, because they seeing 
the bad lives and conversationsof the christians, who profess the Messiah 
is come, and that they are children of the new covenant and yet live in 
the old nature and old things, like the heathen, as they manifest in their 
lives and conversations, below the Jews law in the old covenant. 

For they should shew forth a new life, and a new spirit, according as 
God hath promised, and as the Jews believe, that when the Messiah is 
come, he would make all things new, as in Jer, xxxi. and Ezek. xL 19. 
it is said, ' I will give them one* heart, and I will put a new spirit within 
them, and take away the stony heart' 

But do not we sec this stony heart, and old spirit, in most of them called 
christians? 

' And therefore, if the Messiah be come, as you profess, you are in the 
transgression of the new covenant, as our forefathers were of the old 
covenant : and you cannot 6nd fault with us,' say the Jews. 

And in Ezek, xviii. 31. they were commanded ' to cast away their 
transgressions, that they might have a new heart and a new spirit ; for 
why will you die, saith the Lord T for I have no pleasure, saith he, in the 
death of him that dieth.' 

And therefore, if the Jews remain in this old transgressing heart and 
spirit, in the death, from Christ the life, in which God hath no pleasure ; 
should not the christians, which profess the new covenant, cast away 
their transgressions, swearing, whoring, lying, and drunkenness, theft, 
murder, and all uncleanness; that they might put off the old man with 
his deeds, and put on the new man, and so have a new heart and spirit, 
aTid a new life, serving God in the new and living way, manifesting that 
they are children of the new covenant, and not of the old, and so shew 
forth the fruits of the Messiah's being come, and of their being in the 
new covenant in their lives and conversations: for the apostle said, 
'their conversation was in heaven.* And now let Chriitendcnn see 
where their conversatiim is now, and hath been these many hundred 
years. 

And also, in Exek. zsavL he there speaks of the blessii^ of the king- 
dom of Christ, by way of prophecy, where the Lord saith, «be will make 
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in them a new heart, and put his spirit within his people, and give them 
a heart of flesh, and sprinkle clean water upon them, that they may be 
cleansed from their filthiness, and from their idols, and take away the 
stony heart,' &c. 

And now let all which profess Christianity consider ; how do they think 
to convert the Jews with their stony heart, from one stony heart to another, 
and from one old spirit to another old spirit ? nay, if they be converted, 
it must be from the old to the new, from the old covenant to the new and 
living way. 

And do you think the Jews can be converted to images, and idols ? 
they will tell you, • the law of God throughout the Old Testament for- 
bids them, and their prophets, and their forefathers ; making and wor- 
shipping images brought all those dreadful judgments upon them, and 
upon all their forefathers, because they went a whoring after images/ 
And now to see what multitudes of images and idols are set up amongst 
christians, that profess the new covenant, and that the Messiah is come, 
who will make all things new. 

And the owners and receivers of this new covenant, their righteous- 
ness was to exceed the righteousness of the professors of the old cove- 
nant; and yet to see so many of those called christians to make molten 
images, and idols, which is below the law of Moses, and forbidden : 
therefore* do the Jews say, ' how do you think we should be converted 
unto you.' 

Wherefore, it is good for all who profess Christianity, to lay away all 
images and idols, and making of them, or bowing before them, and mind 
the image of God, which Christ in his new covenant renews his people 
up into, that you may shew forth the effects of the new heart and new 
spirit, being wrought in you ; and that you do abhor images and iSbla, 
shewing forth that you are cleansed from them, and that your hearts are 
sprinkled with the pure water by the word ; and that you are not grievers 
nor quenchers of the pure spirit of God, nor rebellers against this new 
spirit, nor haters of the light, which Christ doth enlighten you and every 
one that cometh into the world withal ; for if you do, and quench this 
spirit, would you have people to be converted to darkness, and the old 
spirit, and stony heart, that thus grieves the new : and therefore, as the 
apostle saith, ' forsake the evil, and cleave to the good,' all you who are 
called christians. 

And that all who profess themselves chrbtians may come to wear the 
badge or livery of Christ, the heavenly man, and to have your old filthy 
garments put off, and to be clothed with the new garment, the righte- 
ousness of Christ : for all are clothed with the filthy garments, that are 
covered with the old spirit, whilst they are in transgression of the new 
covenant of light and life. 

Vol. v.— 47 
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And they that seek to convert, or bring people to them, whilst they 
are in that old spirit, and old heart, and to be covered with that old filthj 
garment, they bring them but into woe, where themselves arc : for the 
prophet Isaiah saith, * woe unto them that are covered, but not with my 
spirit, saith the Lord.' 

And they Ihat are the true converts to Christ and God, they have the 
new spirit, new heart, and new mind, and vi-alk in the new way, in the 
new and everlasting covenant, and their garments are made white with 
the blood of the life of the spotless Lamb, ordained before the foundation 
of the world. And these are the children of the new covenant, and do 
shew forth in their lives and conversations the fruits of the new cove- 
nant. 

And Jeremiah speaks of the new covenant after this wise, * behold 
this is the new covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after 
those days,' (tr. and therefore, he saith, * behold the day is come, that I 
will make a new covenant ;' and so bids them behold, or take notice of 
his prophecy. So this was after the days of the old covenant had done 
its service ; for the law served till Christ the seed came. And so when 
this new covenant came, the old was to be abolished, which did wax old, 
and was to decay and vanish away ; so Christ came with his new cove- 
nant, to take away the first, that he might establish the second covenant 
* And now in the new covenant the Ix>rd saith, ' I will put my law in 
your inward parts, and I will write them in your hearts ; I will be your 
God, and ye shall be my people : and they shall not need to teach every 
man his neighbour, and brother, to say, know the Lord ; for they shall 
all know me, from the least to the greatest of them, saith the Lord ; for 
I will be merciful to their iniquity, &c. and I will remember their sins 
IK) more.' 

And now, consider this, all ye that profess yourselves christians, bow 
the Jews will say, ' they do not see these fruits amongst you called chris- 
tians, who profess the new covenant to be come, because your lives do 
not shew forth this new spiritual law, written in your hearts «nd inward 
parts ; but like people running into sin and iniquity, and drinking it up 
as the ox drinketh up the water,' which the Jews' forefathers were re- jj 
^ proved for. And many teachers and professors plead for sin and a body 
of death to the grave, which is contrary to the law of God ; for the old 
covenant commanded people to be holy : and the Lord commanded father 
Abraham, saying, * walk before me, and be thou perfect' 

And therefore, how can you think to convert the Jev^^s, that plead ibr 
a body of sin and death, that profess the new covenant, that takes away 
sin and iniquity ? 

And as for the papbts ; the Jews say, < they tell them, they must have 
a purgatory, when they are dead, to cleanse them in; and set op nun- 
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Deries and mpnast^es for men and women, that vow chastity, to live in : 
and this (the Jews will tell them,) they have no precedent for, in their 
old covenant of law.' And they are not in the practice of them that 
gave forth the new covenant; they neither preached, nor left upon 
record, any thing of a purgatory for people to be cleansed in after they 
are dead : for the blood of the old covenant, that was the life of clean 
beasts and creatures, did cleanse in the time of the law : but Christ, who 
makes all things new, in his new covenant, a Lamb ordained before the 
corruptible world was, or man was corrupted ; he with his blood (his life,) 
cleanses from all sin, and makes an end of sin, and finishes transgression, 
and brings in everlasting righteousness, according to DaniePs prophecy, 
who said, ' this is the work of the Messiah.' 

And now, the Jews not seeing this new work, and new life and con- 
versation amongst those who profess Christ and the new covenant, in- 
stead of converting them, it rather hardens than softens them to their 
conversion to Christ, by the ungodly and unrighteous lives of the chris- 
tians, who on the contrary, should exceed them in godliness, righteousness, 
and holiness, and in virtue, temperance, and soberness, and purity in life 
and conversation ; and that would be the way to win them, and convert 
the Jews, and make them believe the Messiah is come, and hath made 
all things new. For to see the fruits of the new covenant, from a new 
heart and a new spirit, and you walking in the new and living way^* 
where God and Christ hath pleasure in them that so walk and live ; this 
would preach to the Jews : and if they could not be won by the preach- 
ing of the word, yet they might, by seeing the good and new life ; for 
the apostle said, ' follow us as we follow Christ ;' and every one that 
receives Christ, is to walk in him, who was without sin and guile. ^^ 

And the Jews say, ' in our old covenant we had our law in tanBi cjf 
stone, and in books ; but in the new covenant, in the days of the MesoaB^ 
God writes his law in their hearts, and puts it in their inward parts ; and 
shall no more teach every man his neighbour, and every man his brother, 
^7>()g> know the Lord : for all shall know him, from the least unto the 
greatest,' &c 

And now, the Jews may tell the christians, 'if you were in this new 
covenant, then why do you set up so many schools and colleges to make 
priests in, and to learn so many languages, and then to give them such 
titles, as bachelors, and masters of arts, and doctors of divinity ? and then 
you say, when they have learned Latin, Greek, and Hebrew, they have 
the original ; which was not so accounted amongst us Jews in the old 
covenant ; for Moses told us, the many languages began at Babel ; and 
therefore, we cannot set up Latin and Greek to be the original : for 
Moses gives a relation from the beginning of things of the old world, all 
along to Noah's time, and to the time of the law, and he no where speaks 
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that the tongues are the original; for if that were so, then they had no 
original before Babel.' 

And as for Hebrew, the Jews say, it was their natural mother speech: 
and yet many of the Jews, that could spt^ak natural Hebrew, Christ told 
them, * they neither knew the scripture nor the power of God ; for they 
persecuted him, and the prophets, and apostles.' 

And then these, your priests, when they have served a time at the 
•chools, and learned their natural languages and arts, are they not called 
ministers of the new covenant ? but do they shew forth the effects of the 
new spirit, and the new heart, and the fruits of the new and living way, 
and new covenant? if not, how are they like to convert the Jews, for 
the apostle saith, in the new covenant, • who is a wise man endued with 
knowledge amongst you, let him shew out of a good conversation his 
works with meekness, and of wisdom from above, which is pure, gentle, 
and easy to be entreated, full of mercy and good fruits, without parti- 
ality and hypocrisy ; and the fruits of righteousness is sown in peace of 
them that make peace.* 

And the Jews may tell you, that the Romans who understood Latin 
and Greek, persecuted them ; and they never looked upon their natural 
tongue to be the original. 

But concerning your priests, when they have learned their lessons, and 
^their arts, and natural languages, are they not all sworn ? is not this 
contrary to the Jews in the old covenant ? for the apostle said, * the 
priests in the old time were not made by an oath,' as Hdf. viL 21. But 
Christ was made by an oath, who fulfils, finishes, and abolishes all oaths 
and swearing, and commands ' not to swear at all,' which is his doctrine 
in the new covenant, and the practice of the new heart and new spirit, 
in the new covenant, and new and living way ; as you may see James 
walked in it, and said, ' above all things, my brethren, swear not, dx. 
lest ye fall into condemnation :' and Christ saith, ' whatsoever is more 
than yea, yea, nay, nay, cometh of evil.' So they go into evil and con- 
demnation that swear in the new covenant, according to the doctrine of 
Christ and the apo>tle James, though swearing was not forbidden in the 
old covenant, but commanded : but the new covenant is not according 
to the old, and therefore, forbidden in the new covenant of light, life, 
and grace, in the days of the gospel of glad tidings. 

And are not the priests, after they have learned their lessons, and the 
natural tongues, and arts at schools, hired to preach ? 

And may not the Jews tell you, that was the transgression of their 
forefathers in the old covenant, that the priests preached for hire, and 
the prophets divined for money. And this \vas reproved by the prophet 
of God in the old covenant. And through the covetous priests, propbetB, 
and teachers, the Jews were brought into misery, as the true propheti 
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testified of and against such. For by the law of God, the Jews may tell 
you, the Levites a'nd priests were to have no lot of the land, and there- 
fore, they had the tenths given unto them for their inheritance, and for 
the maintenance of the widows and fatherless, and that was their por- 
tion : so out of ty thes they had their maintenance ; and they were to 
carry in their tythes to one place, which the Lord did choose, (to wit, 
Jerusalem.) 

Now, you priests, that profess the new covenant, that have learned 
your lessons, and natural tongues and arts, that take tythes, and hanre 
your several tythe-barns, and are hired to preach, and many of you have 
estates of land besides, and yet do not maintain the poor widows and 
fatherless; may not the Jews tell you, that ye are not like to convert 
them whilst you are found below the practice of their priests, under the 
old covenant, which were forbidden by the law of God to have any lot 
or portion in the land, and were not to have all the tythes themselves 
neither, but the widows and fathevless were to be maintained out of them 
also ? and therefore, how do you christians, that profess the new covenant, 
think to convert the Jews, whilst ye practice things below the old cove- 
nant ? but they that do profess the new covenant, they have a new spirit 
and a new heart, and a new and living way, not according to the old.' 
So as Christ said, when he sent forth his disciples to preach, ' freely you 
have received, freely give :' nay, they were not to carry bag, staff, or 
scrip with them. So the new covenant is not according to the old ; for 
he changed the first priesthood, and ended the commandment that gave 
tythes. 

And though the Jews had schools in the time of the law and old cove- 
nant ; yet in the new covenant, Christ who ascended up on high, gives 
gifts unto men for the work of the ministry. So all true ministers, and 
gifted men, have theifi from Christ (that is ascended on high,) in the 
new covenant, and preach them forth freely, as they have received them 
freely, as he commands them, which freely gives unto them, to all his 
disciples, and learners, and followers of him in the new covenant. 

And therefore, all that profess themselves christians, should take up 
the cross of Christ, and deny themselves in all things, whether it be in 
the practices of the heathen, or in the things abolished in the old cove- 
nant by Christ, and follow him. 

But I would not have any to think, that I deny, or am against schools 
for the teaching of children the natural tongues and arts, whereby they 
may do natural things ; for all natural tongues and languages upon the 
earth, make no more than natural men ; and the natural man knows 
not the things of God. And therefore, all must come to the spiritual 
school of Christ, if they will learn or know the spiritual things of Christ; 
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and 80 of him freely to receive tbem, and freely to give them forth, if 
his learners will keep under his command. 

And the Jews may say, the christians have many altars and candle- 
sticks, and some of them have wax candles burning in them all day and 
night in their temples ; for which they have no command from God. 
And this is contrary to our law of God in the old covenant ; for they 
say, ' thus did our forefathers, when they forsook the Lord, they built 
many temples and altars, but the Lord appointed them one altar to ofiier 
thair sacrifices on, and one temple.' Joshua xxiL 16. to the end. And 
they may confess, when the Messiah is come, all those outward things 
will be ended, according to the prophets, that God will make a new 
covenant, not according to the old, and that God will raise up a prophet 
like Moses, whom they must hear. 

And now you that profess Christianity, through your degeneration from 
that spirit and power the apostles were in, you have rather put the 
Jews back from coming to Christianity, than helped them forward by 
your lives and practices. For in the days of the new covenant, Christ, 
the high priest, enlightens the candle which is the spirit in man, in hii 
temple, his body ; if you do not put it out by your evil works, and wicked 
ungodly lives and conversations : for in the old covenant, it was Aaron 
and his sons which were to light the outward lamp or candle in the out- 
ward tabernacle. 

And do ye think, that ye can convert the Jews from their outward 
tythes, temple, lamps and candles, to your outward lamps and candles ; 
who were forbidden from making images, to your outward images and 
idols; and their swearing by the Lord, to your swearing by the crea- 
tures? who hardly speak without swearing in all your communicationSi 
And do you think to convert them from their observing of days, which 
God did command them, to your observing of saints* days 1 and is not 
this to bring them out of one outward form into another ? and had you 
not better have observed the life of Christ, and spirit of Christ, and all 
the lives of his saints, and their 'conversations, how they lived, and how 
they walked 7 for it is not the talking as they talk, that makes you con- 
verts, nor to bring others to talk as you talk, that will make them con- 
verts ; but as every one hath received Christ, in his new covenant, in 
their new mind or heart, with their new spirit, they are to walk in him, 
the new and living way, which the old heart and old spirit, in the old 
covenant and old nature, cannot endure to hear talk of the new, and 
then they had better never profess it; for that makes others, Jews, and 
heathens, to blaspheme Christ that you do profess, seeing you do not 
possess him whom you do profess ; but possess the old spirit, and the old 
stony heart, that is in the Jews and heathens. And so if you be not io 
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the new spirit, and new heart, and new and living way, in the new cove- 
nant, you will but bring people, Jews, or others, from one stony heart to 
another, and from one old way to another : and if they will not conform 
to your old way, then your old stony heart will be ready to stone them 
to death, as the Jews in their old stony heart were to stone Christ and 
his followers. 

For they that would convert either Jews or Gentiles, must be in the 
new covenant, not in the old, and have the new heart and new spirit, 
and be in the new and living way themselves, else they cannot bring 
others unto it : it is true, they may bring into the words of the new cove- 
nant, as the Jews, who compassed sea and land to make proselytes, did, 
and brought them to say the words of the old covenant; but Chrbt 
told them, ' they made them but two-fold more the children of hell than 
before.' 

And therefore, all Christendom, and them that do profess Christianity, 
must examine themselves, and see whether they have this new heart 
and spirit, and that they are in the new and living way, in the new 
covenant, as the apostles and church, in the apostles' days were in. 

For false apostles, Satan's ministers and messengers, and the whore, 
the false church and Jezabel, deceivers and false prophets, wolves in 
sheep's clothing, and the dogs, the apostles bade beware of, and such as 
had the form of godliness, but denied the power ; all these may get the 
words of the new covenant. 

And are such like to convert the Jews, or rather worry the lambs, 
who manifest an old spirit, and an old heart, and walk in the old ways, 
below the old covenant and new 1 and such may beat people into the 
form of the words of the new covenant, and so malcc them two-fold more 
the children of hell than they were before, like the Jews. 

And therefore, that which must convert people to God and Christ, 
whether Jews or Gentiles, it must be the same life, power, spirit, light, 
and grace that converted the apostles and primitive christians in their 
days, which brought them to a new life of righteousness and holiness, 
yea, and brought them to have their conversation in heaven, as the apostle 
said ; so this conversation is above the old, earthly, sensual wisdom, and 
devilish and unclean, corrupt and profane cursing and swearing, whore- 
dom, murder, and theft, which is the fruit of the old spirit, and the old 
stony heart, and image-makers, and swearers, and is above tythe-paying, 
and the outward temple. 

And the apostle saith plainly, ' they that act such things cannot enter 
into the kingdom of God.' 

Therefore, they that are converted into the new covenant of grace, 
light, and life, over darkness and death, and the power of it, have a new 
spirit and' a new heart, and walk in the new and living way, in the new 
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covenant ; and such do shew forth the fruits of their conversatioD in the 
word, life, and conversation. 

And again, the apostles saitb to the christians in his time, that were 
getting up into a form of godliness, and a profession of Christ in words^ 
he bid them ' examine themselves whether they were in the faitL* 

So, all that profess themselves christians, should examine themselves 
now, whether they be in the faith that Christ Jesus was the author and fin- 
isher of, that one faith that purifies their hearts, and gives them victory, 
by which they have access to God, in which faith they please God : for 
it is not a professing the words of the new covenant, with the old heart 
and spirit, or serving God with (heir lips, that makes a true christiaa; 
for Christ saith, ' it is not every one that saith. Lord, Lord, shall enter 
into the kingdom of God : but he that doth his will,* &c. And the 
apostle saith plainly to the church, ' he that hath not the spirit of Christ, 
is none of his ;' and then they are none of his sheep ; for they are not 
like to hear hb voice without his spirit. 

And therefore, all that profess themselves christians are to examine 
themselves, whether they have this spirit of Christ, and if not, they are 
none of Christ's ; and what then is your profession worth, without the 
possession of this spirit 7 For you can neither serve nor worship God 
aright, nor know the scripture, without the spirit of Chrbt. And there- 
fore, all your services are good for nothing, that be without the spirit of 
Christ ; for God abhorred such that served him with their lips in the old 
covenant, (that could make a profession,) when their hearts were far 
from him. 

First, And therefore all that profess themselves christians must examine 
themselves, whether they be in that one faith that the apostles speaks of, 
which Jesus Christ is the author and iinisher of ; and if they be not in 
this faith, but are erred from it, they have no victory nor access to God, 
neither can they please God. For this was the examination the apostle 
put the chrbtians upon in hb days ; and tbb b the examination that all 
chrbtians should be put upon now in these days ; for that b and was the 
catholic, universal, divine, precious, and holy faith, which all that profess 
Christianity, are to examine themselves, whether they be in that or na 
And the apostle did not put them to examine themselves, whether they 
profess it or no, but whether they were in it 

And secondly. They are to examine and prove themselves, ' whether 
they have the spirit of Chrbt, yea or nay, all that do profess Christ : for 
if they have not the spirit of Chrbt (the apostle saith in plain words,) 
they are none of Chrbt's.' So the apostle doth not say, examine your* 
selves, whether you do profess Chrbt ; but ' examine and prove yourselves, 
whether ye have the spirit of Christ, yea or nay.' For antichrist, and 
false prophets, and false apostles, and wolves in sheep's cfething, may 
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profess drist, that are not of Christ's flock, nor hb sheep. Therefore, 
the main thing is, to examine * whether ye have the spirit of Christ ; 
and if ye have the spirit of Christ, then ye are his ; and if ye have not 
the spirit of Christ, then ye are none of his ;' though you may profess all 
Christ's and the apostles' words in all the languages, Hebrew, Greek or 
Latin, your profession with and in your own spirits, is good for nothing, 
if you have not the spirit of Christ Jesus ; * for such are none of Christ's 
followers, that are without his spirit, who follow their own spirit, and see 
nothing, as the prophet saith. And all they that are baptized by one 
spirit into one body, and are made to drink into one spirit, in which 
spirit they have unity and fellowship:' these all have the spirit of Christ 
And thirdly. The apostle tells the christians in his day, ^ no man can 
call Jesus Lord, but by the Holy Ghost.' Now, let all that call them- 
selves christians examine themselves, whether they have this same 
Holy Ghost that the apostles had, which proceeded from the Father 
and the Son, and that have received this from the Father and the 
Son, which led the holy men of God to give and speak forth the holy 
scriptures, as they were moved by the Holy Ghost ; which Holy Ghost 
leads into all truth, yea, even the same Holy Ghost that moved all the 
holy men of God to give forth the scriptures, by which Holy Ghost 
the holy men of God foresaw the coming of Christ, and prophesied of 
him ; and by which Holy Ghost the apostle saw Christ was come, and 
fulfilled the prophets, by which Holy Ghost they called him Lord in 
truth and righteousness. And now, if no man can call Jesus Lord, but 
by the Holy Ghost, as the apostle teaches, and positively declares ; then 
all you who call yourselves christians, calling Jesus Lord without this 
Holy Ghost, as the apostles were in, and many of yqjur teachers, both 
papists and protestants, say, ' you have not the same Holy Ghost the 
apostles had ;' then it is impossible for you with the unclean Holy Ghost 
to call him Lord. And all such callers of him Lord, Lord, with their 
unclean ghost, and not in the Holy Ghost, will be found workers of ini- 
quity, and not to be able to enter into the kingdom of God ; for unto 
such Christ will say, * depart, I know you not' And therefore, let all 
christians examine themselves, whether they have this same Holy Ghost, 
seeing none can call him Lord, but by the Holy Ghost ; and none can 
be led into all truth, but by the Holy Ghost ; but are led into all untruth 
by their unclean ghost, though they may make a profession of the scrip- 
tures from Genesis to the Revelations ; and that profession with the lips^ 
is not accepted with the Lord, no more than it was among the backsliding 
Jews, without the Holy Ghost, which leads into all truth, by which they 
may call Jesus Lord, who fulfils all the types, and shadows, and figures, 
and the law, and the old covenant 

And fourthly, the apostle said to the christians in his days, examine and 
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prove your own selves ; know you not your own selves, how that Jesus 
Christ is in you, except you be reprobates ? Now this was the duty 
then of all that profess themselves christians, to examine and prove 
themselves. And this is the duty of all that profess themselves christians 
now, to examine and prove themselves, whether Jesus Christ be in them 
and if not, they are reprobates, according to the apostles' doctrine. 

And now for chrbtians and their teachers to say, * they own the birth 
of Christ,' and go about to prove the birth of Christ without them by 
the scriptures, and his sufferings, and his resurrection, &c. and to say, 
* they will prove this by the scriptures ;' this is already proved by such 
in whom Christ was revealed ; and it was preached by them, and since 
printed : for the apostle said, ' it hath pleased the Father to reveal his 
Son in me, that I might preach him.' And again he said, ' I live, yet 
not I, but Christ that lives in me : for the apostle saw then, that wolves, 
false apostles, Satan's messengers, false prophets, and false teachers, 
might get the form of godliness, and the profession of Christ Jesus in 
words, in their days ; and so much more such may, since the apostle's 
days : and therefore, he would have the true christians then to examine 
and prove, and know their own selves, ' whether Jesus Christ was in thenit 
or not ; for if not, they were reprobates.' And so it is requbite for aU 
that Call themselves chrbtians now to come to this proof, and examina- 
tion, and knowledge, whether Jesus Chrbt be in them, or not ; and if 
not they are reprobates :' seeing wolves, false apostles, false prophets, 
and such as go in Cain's, Cora's and Balaam's way, and Satan's messen* 
gers, and reprobates may profess Chrbt. 

Therefore, what is their and the reprobates profession with the lips 
good for, though they may profess the scriptures from^ Genesb to the 
Revelations, and may talk of the apostles' preaching of him, the new 
covenant T so as long as Chrbt the Son of God b known not in them, 
they have not life. • 

Therefore, thb b the examination and proof that all that call them- 
selves chrbtians should come to, ^ whether Chrbt, which they profess in 
words, be in them, yea or nay ; and if not, they are reprobates.' And 
then their profession of the words of the new covenant b no more accep- 
ted with the Lord, than the Jews was in the old covenant, that served 
God with their lips, who were reprobated from the old covenant, as those 
chrbtians are from the new, that know not Christ in them. Therefore, 
let all that profess themselves chrbtians examine themselves of all these 
things afore-mentioned. 

First, Whether they be in that one catholic, holy, divine, and precious 
faith, which Jesus Christ b the author of, and that they be not erred fron\ 
that ? for if they be not, they need not make new faiths. 

Secondly, Whether they have the spirit of Christ T and if not, Cbej 
are none of Christ's. 
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Thirdly, If they have not the Holy Ghost, they cannot call Jesus Lord, 
seeing the apostle saitb, ' no man can call Jesus Lord, but by the Holy 
Ghost ;' neither can they call Jesus Lord, nor be led into all truth, if 
they have not the Holy Ghost ; neither have they the comfort of the 
Holy Ghost, neither can they pray in the Holy Ghost, as the apostles 
did : and therefore, how can all your prayers, worships, and services be 
accepted, if you have not this Holy Ghost, and have not thb spirit, see- 
ing without it ye cannot call him Lord, and are none of his? 
. Fourthly, Examine yourselves, and prove yourselves ; and know you 
not, that if Jesus Christ be not in you, you are reprobates ? and then do 
you think that God and Christ will accept the reprobates religion, wor- 
ship, and prayers, that have not this spirit, and this Holy Ghost, and are 
erred from the true faith, and in whom Christ is not? 

Fifthly, Examine yourselves, whether you be of the circumcision in 
spirit, that serve and worship God in his spirit and truth, and are not of 
the circumcision of the letter, but of the circumcision of the spirit^fby 
which the body of death and the sins of the flesh are put off, that are come 
upon man and woman by transgression. For Adam and Eve had not 
this body of death and sin before they transgressed the command of God. 
For if ye be of this circumcision in the spirit, which all christians should 
be in, and which the apostles were in, then the body of death and the 
sins of the flesh will be put off by the circumcision of the spirit ; and then 
there will be no pleading for a hody of death and sin to the grave, and 
a purgatory when they are dead ; if they be of this circumcision in the 
spirit, and worship and serve God in the spirit, as the apostle and the 
true church in the primitive times did. 

Sixthly, Examine yourselves, all that profess yourselves christians, 
whether you do discern the Lord's body, and if not, ye eat and drink 
damnation to yourselves. So, let all that call themselves christians 
examine, from the teacher to the hearer, whether they do discern the 
Lord's body ; and they that do discern it, may come to eat his flesh 
and drink his blood, which he gave for the life of the world, which is not 
outward bread and wine; neither can any make outward bread a]£] 
wine his body. 

And therefore, let all Christendom examine, whether they do discern 
the Lord's body ; for they must discern it before they can eat this hea- 
venly bread, that gives them life. John vi. 

Seventhly, Let all that call themselves christians examine themselves, 
whether they are come to the baptism of Christ, with fire and the Holy 
Ghost, who thoroughly puj* ges his floor, and burns up the chaff with 
unquenchable fire, who baptizes with one spirit into one body, and 
plunges down the corruptions that are gotten up by transgression. So 
Christ is the minister of this baptism and circunattision, who plunges 
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down sin and the body of death, chaff and corruption, and tboroaghlj 
pnrges the floor, (the heart of man,) and bams up the chaff with un- 
quenchable fire. 

So this is the one baptbm, into one body, with one spirit, by whkh 
all may come to drink into thb one spirit, and not into the many. And 
such as are come to this baptism of Christ, cannot plead for a body of 
sin and death to the grave, nor for a purgatory to purge them in after 
they are dead : for the baptism of Christ, which he ministers, is sufficient 
to pui^e thoroughly the heart, mind, body, and soul of every man and 
woman. For many would reign with Christ, but few come to he bap* 
tized into his death, and to drink of his cup, which they must do before 
they can come to reign with ' him. For the apostle saith, * tbey that 
are Christ's, have crucified the flesh, with the affections and lusti 
thereof.' 

And therefore, let all that profess themselves christians examiney 
whether they have crucified the flesh, and those afiections and losta 
thereof, for the apostle tells the christians, ' God forbid that I shovld 
glory in any thing, save in the cross of Christ, by whom the world ii 
crucified unto me, and I unto the world.' 

Then they that have not crucified the flesh, with the affections and 
lusts thereof, are not Christ's : and therefore, let them consider, whose 
they are then, with their flesh, and affections, and lusts, thereof, uncjraci- 
fied. Gal. v. 24. vi. 4. 

And therefore, let every one prove himself, and his own work ; for if 
a man think himself to be something, when he is nothing, he deceives 
himself: so it is not a profession of the prophets', Qirist's, and the apos- 
tles' words, and a profession of baptism, that serves the turn, but they 
must have the same spirit of Christ which the apostles had, if th^ be 
Christ's; and the same one faith that the apostles were in, if ye please 
God, and would have access to him ; and the same Holy Ghost that the 
apostles had, if you call Jesus Lord ; and Christ must be in you, if you 

tnot reprobates : and if you do serve God, and worship him, it must be 
the spirit, that puts off the body of death, and the sins of the flesh, 
which is the circumcision of the spirit in the new coven<int 

And therefore, know ye notall that profess yourselves christians, that 
*so many as are baptized into Christ Jesus, are baptized into his death f 
and therefore, examine yourselves; arc ye baptized into the death of 
Christ, and buried with Christ by baptism into death ? and therefore, 
examine again, have you been buried with Christ by baptism unto death t 
now this is a farther thing than outward w^er, that * like as Christ was 
raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we abo 
should walk in newness of life.' 

And now, can afly christians walk in newness of life, vntO thorold 
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man and his life be buried by baptism into death ? for must not aH 
Christendom be planted into the likeness of Christ's death, if tfiej be 
planted into the likeness of hb resurrection ? therefore, examine your- 
selves, where, and how you are planted : for je are not like to be planted 
with Christ in his resurrection, except ye are planted into his death : 
therefore, examine yourselves, that you may come into the virtue, and 
life of true Christianity. For the apostle said to the true christiims, 
* knowing this, that our old man is crucified with Christ,' &c And now 
all ye that profess yourselves christians, come, and search, and examine, 
is your old man alive, and not crucified ? then how can ye serve God 
and Christ in newness of life ? for your M man must be crucified, if the 
new man be renewed, which is after the image of Grod, &c. And caa 
the old unmortified man be a true christian in hi^ old life, with his pro- 
fession of the words of the prophets, Christ, and the apostles, from Grenesis 
to the Revelations? nay, the apostle tells the christians, * he must be put 
off and crucified ;' so he is no good christian then : for it is the new man 
that is the christian, that walks in newness of life, and serves God in hii 
new and living way, in his new covenant, that hath the new heart and 
new spirit. ' 

From him that loves the purity and virtue^ of ali true ckristianiiyj and aU 
. * that receive Christ, and roalk in him. 6. F. 

The 28th rf4he2d monthy 1679. 



ELECTION AND REPROBATION 

Clearly Discaoered^ and the ignorance tf many concerning Election and 

Reprobation of persons. Manifested. 

Something for the information of all concerning Election and Reprobation ; 
and unto such as hold opinions and teachy that God hath ordained a greoi 
part of men and women to Reprobation, Condemnation^ and Hell, withem 
any cause or fault at all in the creature less or more ;for God hath ordain^ 
ed some to a Reprobation and Condemnation from the foundation of the 
zDorld, say they : and so hold a Reprobation of some persons to all eternity; 
and for it, bring Jude iv. who speaks of such &s were ordained of eld to 
Condemnation^ and saith, * there toere certain men crept in unawares, 
which were of old ordained to this Condemnation,'^' ungodly men, turning 
the grace of our God into lascivioustie^s, and denying the Lord God, and 

our Lord Jestis Christ.' — By G. F. 

« * 

Now this scripture of Jude's doth prove, that there was a fault and a 
cause in these men for this condemnation, for they were ungodly men. 
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that turned the grace of God into lasciviousness ; which grace of God 
hath appeared unto all men, to teach them, and to bring their salva- 
tion. 

Now, if thb grace and favour of Grod did so appear unto these and 
all men, to teach them, and bring their salvation ; and these ungodly 
men turned from this grace into lasciviousness, and so denied the Lord 
Jesus Christ, that bought them, by whom this grace and truth came; 
and to deny the only Lord God, the Creator of all, and who gives life 
and breath unto all, and would have all men to be saved, and to come 
to the knowledge of the truth, and desires not the death of a sinner, 
neither hath he pleasure in him that dies, but rather that they would 
turn, and repent, and live to God, who sent his Son to taste death for 
every man. 

And they that thus deny God, and his Son, who hath bought them 
with hb blood, which was shed for all men ; here must needs be a great 
fault, and a cause wherefore (jod and Christ does judge and condemn 
these ungodly men in truth and righteousness. 

For you may see in the old translation, it is not said, Jude i. 4. ' ordained 
of old to this condemnation ;' but it is said, * written of old to thijs condem- 
nation :' and writings were since the creation of the world. 

For the apostle saith, ' God saved the people of the Jews, that came 
out of Egypt ; and yet after destroyed them that did not believe, which 
murmured, complained, and rebelled against Grod and his law, and grieved 
his good spirit, which God had given to them to instruct them, and quench- 
ed it, and vexed it* 

And these people, that God had so saved, and brought out of Egypt, 
they were of Jacob's stock, which was of the election, not of the stock 
of Esau, that was of the reprobation, as you call it ; nor of the stock of 
Cain, for all his stock was drowned in the old world, for grieving God's 
good spirit, and corrupting the earth, and filling it with violence. 

So here was a cause for the Lord God to judge and condemn these 
ungodly men, both before the flood and after, in the time of the law, to 
condemn such as grieved his spirit, and rebelled against it, and did not 
believe in him, after he had saved them. 

And so, likewise, in the New Testament, wherein Christ tasted death 
for every man, and his grace hath appeared to all men, to teach them, 
and bring their salvation ; if such deny Christ that hath bought them, and 
the only God the Creator of them, that sent his Son to save them, that 
they might have life through him ; and to enlighten every man that 
Cometh into the world, which light was the life in him, the word, by 
whom all things were made and created ; and he saith, 'believe in the 
light, that ye may come to be the children of the light' 
Now, if people will not believe in the light, but hate it, and turn from 
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this gtace of God into wantonness and lasciviousness, and deny God and 
Christ, which have done all this for them, and walk despitefullj against 
the spirit of grace, that would have brought their salvation : is it not 
just with the Lord to judge such ungodly men, and condemn them in 
their reprobation ? and so doth not this condemnation stand just upon 
the ungodly, and unbelievers, and turners of his grace into lasciviousness, 
and walking despitefully against it, and quenching, and vexing, and re- 
belling against the spirit of God, both in the old covenant and the new, 
that deny God, and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

So, is not God and Christ just in condemning and judging the world in 
righteousness, according to his light, truth, grace, and spirit, that is pour- 
ed out upon all flesh. And the saints said. Rev. xiv. 2. * that God was 
just in judging the whore,' that whored from it, (as in the Revelations,) 

So it is clear, the ordination, as you call it, to condemnation and judg- 
ment, is upon man's disobedience and rebellion against God's good spirit, 
and his unbelief in God and Christ. 

For this condemnation comes not upon them that bdlkve, and that 
obey the spirit of God, either in the times of the law, or of the gospel, 
nor before the flood : for the angels that kept not their first state, but 
left their habitation, that brought the everlasting chain upon them, and 
condemnation. So both Jews and christians, not keeping their habitations 
in the old and new covenant, have come under the condemnation. And 
Adam and Eve, keeping not their habitation, brought condemnation upon 
themselves and all mankind : even so by the righteousness of one, (to 
wit, Christ,) the free gift of God came upon all men unto justification of 
Ufe. 

Now then, where is your condemnation and reprobation before the 
world began 1 (seeing the first condemnation came upon man after Adam 
and Eve fell, which was the first fault or cause,) so not without a fault 
or a cause in man. For by disobedience, unbelief, and rebellion against 
God's good spirit and command, and turning his grace into lasciviousness, 
and by denying the Lord God, that made the.m ; and the Lord Jesus 
Christ, who died for them, and bought them ; doth not this condemna- 
tion then come upon mankind under the new covenant, as it did upon 
them written of old, in the old covenant ? 

And did not Sodom and Gomorrah, by giving themselves over to las- 
civiousness and fornication, and going after strange flesh, bring the just 
judgment and condemnatu>n of God upon them, whom God set forth for 
examples, to sufier the vengeance of eternal fire ? 

And so those ungodly men, whom the apostle calls ^ filthy dreamers,' 
that did rise up in the gospel-times, which went in Cain's way, and ran 
greedily after the error of Balaam for i:ewards ; and in the gainsaying, 
that it was Cora's way ; which were spots in the feasts of the christian's 
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charity ; ivhich went under the name of christians, that were the mock- 
ers, and walked after their ungodly lusts, yet could speak high-swelling 
words, having men's persons in admiration because of advantage. 

So it seems they would be teachers, though they were like unto the 
raging waves of the sea, and trees without fruit, and wells without water, 
and were twice dead, and plucked up by the roots. Now such as these 
did trouble the church in the apostles' days, and were a great grief unto 
them then, (and to the true believers,) which he calls ' wandering start, 
sensual, having not the spirit.' 

Now, how sliould they have the spirit of God to be their guide, when 
they were erred from it, and were turned to be mockers, walking after 
their ungodly lusts, and not after the spirit ? but it is clear, that these 
once had the spirit ; else, how could they err from it, like Balaam ? 

And also, it is manifest, they could not be twice dead, except they 
were once alive : but these were such as admired men's persons, and by 
that they got advantage ; for they ran greedily after rewards, like Ba* 
laam, in the apostles' days, ns Balaam did in his days; and like Cora, 
who gainsaid the law in the old covenant ; so did these Coras and 
Balaams (called christians,) who had troubled both the church and the 
apostles, gainsaid the truth in the new covenant, who had been once 
dead, and were made alive, and then were dead again, so could not 
grow, written of old to condemnation in the new covenant, as well aa in 
the old. 

And then they were not like to have any water in their wells, nor 
Ihiit, but as wandering stars, not fixed ; and at last came to be like the 
raging, foaming sea, casting up nothing but mire and dirt Yet these 
nominal christians would be sacrificers, like Cain, and yet kilkn of 
such as were in Abel's faith in the field, which is the world, where 
they admired men's persons because of advantage ; and here was the 
beginning and ground of admiring men's persons, because of advantage* 
and here is the antiquity, and beginning, and rise of such as went in 
Cain's way, Cora's and Balaam's way, amongst the christians, from 
Christ, the new and living way ; and yet would be preachers of the 
gospel, without the guidance of the spirit, being erred from it, and 
dead men, and wandering stars, nay, twice dead, and welb without 
water, and trees without fruit ; came to be preachers with their high- 
swelling words of vanity, and admiring men's persons because of advan- 
tage, and yet fruitless trees-: and was not here fault and cause enough 
in these men for their condemnation and reprobation ? for Cain did bear 
the voice of God, and so did Balaam, and had the spirit of God, and 
Cora was brought out of Egypt, and saved from Pharaoh, and caoie 
through the red sea. For Cain was made alive, that heard the voice of 
God, and Balaam, and Cora, and flien thef canw to die again ; thej 
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must needs then be called fruitless trees twice dead, and wells without 
water, and wandering stars, and to have erred from the spirit of God, 
which would have fixed them. 

Then Cain was wroth against Abel, the true sacrificer, and slew him. 
And Balaam, when he erred from the spirit, and would fain have gotten 
Balak's reward, to have cursed the children of Israel, but the Lord 
restrained him ; and after, Balaam taught Balak to lay stumbling-blocks 
before them. And Cora gainsaid the law of God in the old covenant, 
though he had been saved, and the Lord brought him out of Egypt. 

Now these ungodly men, that went under the name of christians in 
the apostles' days, which went in Cain's, Cora's and Balaam's way, 
which have gainsaid the gospel, and hated the light of Christ, and re- 
belled against the spirit, and walked despitefully against the spirit of 
grace, which the apostle said was for condemnation, which he saw creep- 
ing up, and arising then in their day : and was not here fault and cause 
enough in them for their condemnation ? have not these been of the race 
of these men, that have been teachers since the apostles' days, which he 
said then were for condemnation ? for, have they not gone in Cain's and 
Cora*s way 1 gainsaying the light of Christ, with which he enlightens 
every man that cometh into the world, and the gospel that is preached 
to every creature, and killed the true sacrificers, that have been in Abel's 
faith ifand are not these the men that preach and hold a reprobation of 
persons, and that God hath ordained the greatest part of mankind for 
hell and damnation 7 but are they not found in the reprobation them- 
selves, and so under the condemnation written of old, as by their fruits 
we may try and find them ? 

For do not you say, you have not the same power and Holy Ghost the 
apostles had ? and then are you not such as are sensual, not having the 
spirit, and not in the spirit the apostles were in, as you have and do con- 
fess 7 and then are you not the wells without water, trees without fruity 
the wandering stars, not fixed, and like the raging waves of the sea, 
casting up mire and dirt ; and caused all people that have followed you, to 
wander, and to be fruitless trees, and wells without water, like yourselves? 
and have you not hereby brought yourselves under the condemnation, 
and into the reprobation, which the light and spirit the apostles wefe in, 
gave judgment upon such then T 

Secondly, Also, are you not gone into Cain's way, who once heard the 
voice of God, and became vagabonds from the faith of AbeU and the 
voice of God ; and now say, there is no hearing the voice of God nowa- 
days ; as Cain, and the prophets, and the apostles did 1 and so are not 
you grown darker now, than old Cain, who have kiUed and persecuted 
BO many upon the account of sacrifice, religion, church, and worship, 
that have been b the faith of Abeli since the apostles* days 7 
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And some of you may plead, tliat you have suffered for your sacriiicet 
and have been killed or persecuted for your religion. But that doth 
not demonstrate you to be in the true faith, as long as you kill and per- 
secute others for their failh and reliction, when you are uppermoeC ; for 
that is not according; to the true faith of Christ, to make anv to sudor 
death, or to persecute them for their reliiiion, church, or worship, that 
be contrarv to them: for Cliri.^t rebuked such as would have men's lives 
dcstrovcd, that would not receive him. and said unto them, * thev did not 
know whcit spirit they were of;' and 'he came not to destroy men's 
lives, but to save them.* 

And the apostles said, '' their weapons were spiritual, and not carnal; 
and thev wrestled not with ilesh and blood.' > 

And Christ said unto them, ' let the tares and the wheat grow together 
till the harvest, which was the end of the world, and then he would 
send his angels to sever the wheat from the tares.* 

And so it is clear, those that have taken awav men*s lives, and kill 
and persecute upon the account of religion, they have gone in Cain's 
way, and not in the way of Christ nor the apostles ; and so are the men 
that were written of old for condemnation, who have nut kept their 
habitation in the faith, and spirit, and i)ower of God, that works by love, 
as the apostles were in ; and therefore, here is cause and fault enough in 
you for this condemnation written of old. 

And likewise, such christians that go in B«ilaam*s way, which the 
apostles saw in those days rising up, who have erred from the spirit that 
the apostles were in, and yet may make a profession from the words of 
the New Testament and Old, in their liigl)->wclling words of vanity, and 
yet run greedily after the error of Balaam tor rewards, and seek for hire 
for their prophesying or preaching, and do admire men's persons, that 
they may get the most advantage by, and honour them with cap and 
knee, and give them all other flattering titles; and were not these them 
that were written of old for judgment and condemnation, that were 
found in these practices ? 

For would not Balaam have destroyed the Jews, and cursed them, but 
that the Lord restrained him ? and he shewed unto Balak the wav how 
to destroy the Israelites, as by the stumbling-blocks, he laid in their way, 
afterwards appeared. And have not many of your prophets and teach- 
ers, that have gone in the way of Balaam, destroyed many people upon 
the account of their rewards, hire, and maintenance, and cast them into 
prisons till death, for which they have neither law nor command from 
Christ nor his disciples, and so are worse than your forefathers, Balaam 
and Simon Alagus? 

So have not many of them been worse than Balaam in such practices, 
who have gone in the way of Balaam tor UmAp rewards* wages and hire^ 
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and not in the way of Christ lesua, who said, * freely you have received, 
freely give V 

Neither have they gone in the way of the apostles, * who did not covet 
any man's silver, gold nor apparel, but laboured with their hands for 
their own necessities, that they might be examples to all that followed 
them,' as in Acts xx. and 2 Thes. iiL 

So, I say, have not all you covetous hirelings, who are so greedy after 
your gifts and rewards, and admire men's persons where you can get the 
most advantage : and go in Balaam's way, and are erred from the spirit 
of Christ, which the apostles were in, (I say,) are not you the men in 
the reprobation from Christ and the apostles, and written of old for con- 
demnation ? have not your fruits declared it ? who are found fruitless 
trees, and the wells without water, and like the raging waves of the sea, 
casting up mire and dirt against the righteous ; and are the wandering 
stars, who are wandered from that spirit and power the apostles were 
in ; and is here not cause and fault enough in you for your condemna- 
tion, as it is written of old 1 

And how should ye be settled, or have any fruit on your trees, or 
water in your wells, but be sensual, and so be in the reprobation, and 
under the condemnation, not having the spirit of Christ and' the apostles 
were in. 

And also, have you not gone in the way of Cora, who gainsaid the 
law ? but these that were called christians, who went in Cora's wav, 
gainsaid the gospel, yea, gainsaid the spirit of Christ that was in the 
apostles. But do not you gainsay that * Christ died for all men,' who 
tasted death for every man ? and do not you gainsay, ' that the grace 
of God, which hath appeared unto all men, is sufficient to teach them, 
and to bring their salvation?' and likewise, do not you gainsay the 
light of Christ, which is the life in the word, by which all things 
were made and created, by which Christ lighteth every man that comes 
into the world ; and saith, * believe in the light, that ye may become 
the children of the light V 

Now do not all such gainsay this light, and this grace of Christ, which 
enlightens all men, and hath appeared unto all men; and Christ who 
tasted death for every man ; and the gospel, preached to and in every 
creature that is under heaven T and as Cora gainsaid Moses and the 
law of God in the old covenant, so have you, (like Cora,) gainsaid 
Christ's light and grace, and spirit poured upon all men, in the new cove- 
nant. 

And then are you not in the reprobation from the doctrine of Christ 
and the apostles, in the new covenant, and so written of old for condem- 
nation, though you may swell as high as Cora in your words of vanity, 
and be clouds without wsta|> carried about with the wind, and what 
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vou know, vou know but naturallv, as bi\itc beasts ; and bow should it 
be otherwise, when you are erred from the spirit that the apostles were m; 
And so, let the teachers in Christendom measure themselves and their 
fruits, whether they have not gone in Cain's, Cora's, and Hataam^s w.iy, in 
their killing about religion and worship, and for hire, gifts, and rewards 
for their prophesying and preaching, and gainsaying the doctrine of 
Christ, who said, * freely you have received, freely give ;' and are preach- 
ing up reprobation, and condemnation of persons: but let themsee, if it 
be not their own conditions, being found in the steps and spirit of them 
which the sipostles said, were written of old to condemnation, who have 
not kept to that power and spirit the apostles and primitive christians 
were in ; ^o that which they have judged upon others, let them see if 
they be not fallen under the same judgment themselves, and cause and 
fault enough in them for it. For you may see all along the marks, and 
steps, and fruits of them, which were ordained, as you call it, to repro- 
bation, was of such as were written of old for condemnation, which is 
come upon mankind for disobeying the Lord, and not believing in him; 
yea, and that from the beginning, and also in the law and gospel, and 
grieving and vexing of his good spirit, and rebelling against it, and 
hating the light of Christ, and erring from the faith, and walking despite- 
fully against the spirit of grace, and disobeying the gospel of Christ, and 
denying the Lord their Creator, and the Lord Jesus Christ, that hath 
bought them : hath not this been the cause and fault of reprobatioD, 
judgment, and condemnation, that hath come upon man and woman, both 
in the time of the law and gospel, and since the fall ? 

JVoto concerning your Doctrine, 

' That God hath ordained the greatest part of men and women for 
reprobation, and condemnation, and for hell/ 

You that have preached this, are in the reprobation yourselves, and 
not in the election, as hath been proved before ; who are found in Cain's^ 
Cora*s, and Balaam's way, written of old to condemnation. 

For if God hath ordained the greatest part of mankind for bell, ac- 
cording to your false doctrine, then how did God send his Son 1 * who so 
loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son into the world, that 
whosoever believeth on him, should not perish, but have everlasting 
life.' And Christ lighteth every man that cometh into the world, with 
his light, which is the life in himself, the word ; and saith, * believe in 
the light;' and saith, * he that believes, is saved ; and shall not come into 
condemnation ; and he that believes not, is condemned already.' 

So it is clear, for want of men's believing in the light, the light is their 
condemnatioD ; so they are all enlightened, that they might all believe 
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and be saved through Christ Jesus, and then where is ordination for con* 
demnation ? for is it not for not believing in the light (which is the life 
in Christ, as Christ commands,) that they are condemned ? and Christ 
sends his disciple!^, and gives them power, and his Holy Ghost, into all 
nations, to preach the gospel to every creature under heaven. 

Now is not this glad tidings and joyful news of salvation to every 
creature under heaven, this gospel of salvation ? then where are those 
creatures or persons that are foreordained for condemnation, as you talk 
of? for is it not because they would not receive and believe the everlast- 
ing gospel of salvation, the good news and glad tidings to every crea- 
ture under heaven, that they perish ? they did not go and say, as you 
that are in the error, have said and talked, and so go and tell the na- 
tions, that God had ^ foreordained the greatest part of them for hell and 
condemnation: that is not the gospel of salvation the apostles preached 
to every creature ; who said, * they that believe, are saved ; and they 
that do not, are condemned already.' So it is clear, that it is unbelief 
that brings condemnation. 

But the message of Christ and the gospel, that they have to preach, 
was glad tidings and good news of salvation come to every creature 
under heaven, by Christ Jesus, whose blood was shed, and he tasted 
death for every man, that was dead in old Adam ; so he tasted death 
for them all, and enlightens them all, and his gospel is preached to them 
all, of light, life, and salvation ; and it is their condemnation that do not 
receive it, and believe in it. 

And also the grace of God, which brings salvation, [mark, brings sal- 
vation,] this grace and favour of God has appeared unto all men. Now 
if Grod had foreordained such a number of persons (as you say and preach,) 
for reprobation and condemnation, how doth this grace and favour then 
appear to all men : and how can it then be said, ' Christ tasted death for 
every man V for by the offence of Adam and Eve, did not sin and con- 
demnation enter into the world, and judgment come upon all men, for 
that all had sinned 7 and so by the righteousness of Christ the free gift 
came upon all men to justification of life ; and then, where is foreordina- 
tion of persons to condemnation, seeing all were in condemnation ? for 
by the righteousness of Christ the free gift came upon all men to justifi- 
cation of life. And so, is not the condemnation and the judgment come» 
for not receiving Christ, and believing in him ? and did not the first con- 
demnation come upon Adam and Eve for not believing, and disobeying 
God? 

For if the grace and favor of God to all hiankind hath appeared 
unto them, which will bring their salvation; this doth not shew that 
' God hath foreordained men to reprobation,' but ' would hare all to he 
saved, and to come fo the knowledge of the truth.' And then where 
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comes in men's reprobation and condemnation, but by turning from this 
grace of God into lasciviousncss, and walking dcspitefully against it? 

So it is clear God's love is to all mankind, in his grace, and in his Son, 
and in his gospel, and in ihe light of Christ, \vliich is the life in him, the 
word ; and in the death of his Son, who tasted death for every man ; 
and so, that thtir reprobation and destruction is of themselves, who hear 
not the voice of God and Christ, but grieve his spirit, and hate his light, 
and walk dcspitefully against the spirit of grace, and deny God the Crea- 
tor, and the Lord Jesus Christ, by whom all things were created, who 
tasted death for everv man : such as do not believe in him, but deny 
him, are in the reprobation, and worthy of condemnation, and there is 
cause and fault enough in them for it. 

So if you do say, ' that Cain was reprobated.' I say, his stock was 
drowned in the old world, and therefore tell us not of Cain. 

And if you do say. that Esau and Ishmael's stock, and the Egyptians 
were reprobated. Then tell not us of these stocks, for we are not of 
Esau*s, nor IshmaePs, nor of the Egyptians* stocks, the sons of Ham ; for 
are not we of Japhet's stock, if you will derive the genealogies of people ? 
and was it not promised that Japhet should dwell in the tents of Shem, 
if Shem was of the elect ? and therefore, tell not us of vour doctrine of 
election and reprobation of persons, and of certain stocks of people. 

But come, look back again, and turn over a gospel-leaf, does not 
Christ bid his disciples *go into all nations and preach the gospel of good 
news and glad tidings of salvation to every creature under heaven 7 and 
do you think that they passed by the nations of Esau, and of Ishmael, 
and of the Egyptians, and Babylon, and said, and preached unto them, 
that God liad foreordained them to reprobation, condemnation, and hell? 
were not all these creatures and men ? and hath not Christ tasted death 
for every man, and so for these as well as others ? and his gospel was 
preached to every creature under heaven, of comfort and salvation, and 
50 to these as well as others. 

And he who enlightens every man that cometh into the world, enlight- 
ens these as well as others : and his grace which hath appeared unto 
all men, hath appeared unto all these as well as others ; and if they did 
not believe in it and receive it, it was to be a witness against them, and 
they were worthy of the judgment and condemnation ; else how will God 
judge the world in righteousness, according to the gospel, the power of 
God, if that the gospel he not preached to, or in every creature under 
heaven ; and that Christ hath not tasted death for every man, which 
were dead in old Adam, that they might believe and be turned unto 
God? but the light of the gospel, which enlightens every man that 
Cometh into the world: and the grace of God in the gospel, which 
bringeth salvation, hath appeared unto all : and God hath poured out of 
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his spirit upon all flesh in his new covenant, so that all fleeh might see 
the salvation of God. 

Now, if they deny this grace, this light, this gospel, and Christ who 
tasted death for them ; and they that say, ' that Christ hath not shed his 
blood, and tasted death for every man ; and doth not enlighten every man 
that Cometh into the world, with the true light, which is the life in him, 
that people might believe in him :' and say, * that the grace of God that 
brings salvation hath not appeared unto all men ;' and that ' it is not suf- 
ficient to teach and to bring their salvation :' and say, * that God doth 
not pour out his spirit upon all flesh in the day of his new covenant :' 
and say, ' that the apostles were not to preach the gospel unto, or in 
every creature under heaven, but unto some only, and the other were 
foreordained unto reprobation, written of old to condemnation ;' such are 
in the reprobation themselves, and under the condemnation, and are the 
sect-makers. 

And now, if you say, (that preach up, that the greatest part of man- 
kind are foreordained for condemnation,) that the word came unto Jacob, 
and the statutes unto Israel : which is true, and the like was not to 
other nations. And what must be inferred from this? *that the gospel 
in the new covenant must not be preached to all nations.' For we know 
that the word came to Jacob, and the statutes to Israel, and that the 
children of Israel received the statutes and the law, and the old cove- 
nant; and Jacob was called so, as he was a supplanter of profane Esau, 
and was called Israel, as a prince with God, and a prevailer with men. 

So the nation of these children of Israel, the Jews, they had the types, 
figures, and shadows, given unto them in the old covenant. And the law 
served till Christ Jesus, who came in the new, and did abolish them in 
the old. So that all nations need not hold the figures and shadows, but 
only that particular nation of the Jews, which were figures and shadows 
of the substance, Christ, that came of the seed of Abraham, which was 
to be preached to all nations, so that all nations might be partakers of 
the substance, which that one nation had the figures and types of, and 
held up by the law in the old covenant ; but Christ the substance in the 
new covenant, is promised both to Jews and Gentiles. 

So that if any that are called christians, will make themselves a pecu- 
liar sect from these words to Jacob, and hold that all are foreordained 
to condemnation but themselves, because the word came to Jacob, and 
the statutes to Isniel, which the like was not to other nations; and 
ground their conceit of their election only upon these words ; these shew 
their great blindness and ignorance ; because the Jewish Dation in the 
old covenant (and not other nations,) held the figures and types of Christ 
the substance, the new covenant, which is to all nations his gospel, his 
light, and his grace, yea, his death, which he hath tasted for every roan. 
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NW Jacob clears this thing himself, saying, ' the sceptre shall not de- 
part from Judah. nor tlic law-giver from between his feet, until Sbiloh 
come; and unto him shall (he gathering of (ho people be.' 

So (bat now pi*ople must be gathered by the light, grace, truth, spirit, 
and gospel of Chri-^t Jesus, unto Christ Jesus, the Shiloh, the peaceable 
Saviour. For doth not the Lord sav to Abraham, ' in thv seed shall all 
nations be blessed ?* [mark, all nations be blessed.] And did not the Lord 
sav the s.'ime to Isaac, * that in his seed ^hould all nations be blessed V and 
did not the Lord sav niso unto Jacob, * in thv seed shall all the families 
of the earth i>e blessed.' Gen. xxviii ? 

A'ow how can all nations and all the families of the earth be blessed 
in the seed of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; if God hath foreordained, 
without any fault or cause, such a number of persons to reprobation and 
condemnation, as you siy and preach ? 

But are not vou that teach this doctrine under the condemnation and 
reprobation (Vom the word and promise of God, and doctrine of the old 
and new covenant, who said, * that all nations, and all the families upon 
the earth should be blessed, [mark,] blessed in the seed of Abraham and 
Isaac, which seed is Christ ? and how are they blessed, if foreordained 
to condemnation or reprobation, according to your dark doctrine 1 

But doth not men*s reprobation and condenmation come from not be- 
lieving in the light Christ, and not obeying the gospel, and receiving 
this blessing from Christ, who hath tasted death for them, and shed his 
blood for every man, and so from him cometh the justification to life ? 

And condemnation is come upon all men in old Adam for their disobe- 
dience and unbelief; so Christ enlightening all men, that come into the 
world, by the light which is the life in himself, the word, by which all 
things were made, that was before Adam was ; so that all might believe 
in the light, and receive it, and receive this grace and gospel, tliat is 
preached unto all; and not grieve this spirit, that is poured upon all 
flesh: but with this spirit mortify the flesh, with its alTections and lusts, 
that lead them from God; and believing in his light, and walking in his 
grace and spirit, and in his gospel, and so believing in Christ and God, 
which sent him, * which is eternal life to know God and Jesus Christ, 
and receive the blessings that come by him ;' but not believing in this, 
but hating the light, which they should believe in, and quenching the 
spirit, that is poured upon all flesh ; and walking despitefully against 
the spirit of grace, that hath appeared unto all men ; and denying the 
Lord Jesus Christ, that bought them, and that he tasted death for every 
man, and the gospel preached to every creature ; thence comes their 
condemnation and reprobation ; and is not there cause and fault enough 
in themselves, for denying God and Christ Jesus, in whom all natiooa are 
bleawd ; who destroys the devil and his works, (that haye brought the 
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curse, death, and darkness upon all nations,) and who brings both light 
and life, blessings and salvation, and justification of life upon all men. 

But if men do not believe in the light, then is their condemnation ; 
and God will judge the world in righteousness, by Christ Jesus, who hath 
enlightened them all, and tasted death for them all, and hath sent his 
apostles to teach and preach this good news (the gospel of salvation,) to 
every creature under heaven ; for God would have all to be saved, and 
come to the knowledge of the truth. So God hath not ordained nor 
willed their destruction, neither desires he their death ; but their destruc- 
tion is of themselves, when they go out of his will, from his grace, spirit, 
light, truth, and gospel, the power of God, and follow their own wills, 
so their destruction is of themselves, and their condemnation is just ; and 
God will judge the world in righteousness by Christ Jesus the heavenly 
and spiritual man, according to his spirit that he hath poured upon all 
flesh, and according to the light that he hath enlightened every man 
that Cometh into the world withal, which is the life in Christ ; and ac- 
cording to the grace of God, that brings salvation, and hath appeared 
unto all men : which they that do go from the light, and hate it, and 
from the grace, and walk despitefully against the spirit of grace, and 
disobey the gospel preached to every creature, and rebel against the 
spirit, and follow their own wills and spirits, such go from the will of God, 
and do their own ; and such go into reprobation, and are under condem- 
nation, and so will not, and do not, receive the blessings in Christ Jesus, 
but the judgment and condemnation of Christ, who will judge the world 
in righteousness ; and there is fault and cause enough in themselves for it. 

And aeain, you bring another scripture for your proof, as you think, 
wherein it is said as foUoweth ; ' for this purpose have I raised up Pharaoh, 
that I might make my power known in thee, that my name might be 
declared throughout all the earth.' 

But this is nothing to prove that the Egyptian nation is reprobated. 
For is not God's power known in his bringing his Jews in spirit out of 
spiritual Egypt, Sodom, and Babylon 7 for God raised up outward Pha- 
raoh, and hardened him against the outward Jews, who would not let 
them go to worship God in the wilderness, till the first birth of Egypt 
was slain. 

And must not the first birth in spiritual Egypt and Babylon be slain 
before the Jew in spirit come out of spiritual Egypt and Babylon, to 
worship God in the spirit and in the truth ; and there you may read the 
reprobation in yourselves, and not find fault with Pharaoh without you. 

For doth not the apostle say, ' that Christ was crucified in spiritual 
Sodom, and Egypt? and was not Christ crucified without thd gates of 
outward Jerusalem by the Jews, which were of Jacob's stock, the elec- 
tk>n, as you call it, and were the greatest professors upon the earth ? and 
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is not outward Jerusalem here, and those that crucified Christ, called 
Sodom and Egypt, and so in the reprobation and condemnation for not 
believing? and are not both Jews and Gentiles concluded under sin and 
in unbelief, that he might have mercy upon all ? that is, upon the Jews 
and Gentiles, [mark, upon all,] and where then is your predestination or 
foreordination to condemnation ? seeing that all are concluded in un- 
belief that God might have mercy upon all ; then doth not the con- 
demnation come upon them that despise this mercy, and believe, not in 
Christ Jesus ? 

For the Jews were not grafted in because of unbelief; but the Gen- 
tiles, and the Jews too, that did believe, were grafted into Christ by their 
belief in the light, which is the life in Christ. Rom. xi. 

And is not the election according to grace ? so if it be by the grace of 
God, which brings salvation, that hath appeared to all men, then the 
election is no more of works of the law, in the old covenant, but of grace, 
that comes by Jesus, in the new covenant, in whom the election is. 

And now, they that walk despitcfully against the spirit of grace, and 
turn it into lasciviousness, they walk despitefully against that which 
should call them into Christ, by whom the grace comes. So b not that 
then their condemnation, and not their election or predestination ? 

For the apostle saith, ' it is not he that willeth, nor he that runneth, 
but God that sheweth mercy ; and he hath concluded them all in unbe- 
lief, that he might have mercy upon all.' So then, all that will leave 
their willing and running, and look at the mercies of God, and believe, 
Rom. ix. IG. and Rom. xi. 31. and believe in the grace, they receive their 
election. 

For the grace of God, which bringcth salvation, hath appeared unto 
all men. Therefore, all men are to mind this grace of God, to call them, 
and to teach them, and to bring their salvation ; and by it they may 
know the election of grace in the new covenant of light and life. 

But if they walk despitefully against the spirit of grace, that is poured 
upon all flesh, they go into reprobation and condemnation, from the 
election ; and then God is just in judging them, according to his mercy 
upon all, and hb grace that hath appeared unto all, that would ^each 
all, and bring their salvation. So the election b of grace in the new 
covenant And they that receive the grace, and walk not despitefully 
against the spirit of grace, receive the election. 

And again, you bring for your proof of your part of election and 
reprobation, thb scripture : ' Jacob have I loved, and Esau have I hated; 
and the elder shall serve the younger.' 

Now if the election stood only in Jacob, was not Paul of Jacob's stock, 
and the Jews of Jacob's stock, who were concluded under sin and unbe- 
lief; ai well as the Gentiles, that God might have mercy upon all ? 
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But was not Eiau a workert by which works he thought to have got 
the blessiog ? and were not the Jews workers ? and did not thej think 
to have got the blessing by it in the new covenant.? but does not the 
apostle tell the Jews, ' that the purpose of God according to the election 
stands not in works, but by grace, which hath appeared unto all meat' 
see Rom. ix. 11, 12. and Rom. xL 5. 6. 

But, as I said before, was not the gospel preached to the nation of 
Esau, and Ishmael, and Egypt ? and did not Ishmael and Esau come into 
the covenant of circumcision ? and must not they come into the new 
covenant of circumcision in the spirit, the substance of that type? yes 
truly, if they believe. 

And was not God's mercy upon the house of Ishmael and Esau, as 
well as upon the Jews ? else how comes his mercy upon all ? 

Now the apostle tells the Romans of Esau and Jacob, and the elder 
serving the younger then amongst the Romans ; and were the Romans 
of Jacob's stock, or Esau's stock ? 

But doth not the apostle say, ' we Jews of Jacob's stock, by nature 
were children of wrath as well as others V and were not all Jews and 
Gentiles concluded under sin and unbelief, and so were vesseb that held 
the wrath as well as others ? so then were they not all children of wrath 
by nature, and in the reprobation, and under condemnation, and dead 
in Adam, that God might have mercy upon all, in Christ Jesus, who 
tasted death for all, and brings justification of life upon all 7 

And are not you finding fault with Ishmael, and Esau, and Cain ? and 
were not Cain, Ishmael, and Esau your elder brothers? and Esau a man 
of the field, a hunter ? and are not the nature of these the first birth in 
you all, of reprobation to condemnation ? and why are you finding fault 
with Cain, Ishmael, and Esau, without you ? are not these the elder nature 
in you, of killing of Abel, and mocking of Isaac, and would slay Jacob? 
so must not this first birth of reprobation, be slain with the sword of the 
spirit ? 

For doth not Christ say, ^ ye must be born again, before ye can see or 
enter the kingdom of God V 

So see. if Cain be a vagabond in you ; so the apostle tells the church 
of a Cain in John's first epistle, the third chapter ; and told the He- 
brews of Esau, and bid them, *• take heed, lest there were any fornicator 
or profane person amongst them like Esau, who for a mess of pottage sold 
his birthright' Heb. xii. 

And the apostle bids the Galatians, ^ cast forth the bondwoman and 
her son ; for he should not be the heir with the son of the fireewoman.* 
GaL iv. 

Now it is known that Cain, and Esau, and the bondwoman, and her 
son Ishmael, were dead long ago, before the apostle spoke forfli tliis. 
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But were the Galatiana or Ishmaers etock ? or were the Hebrewi of 
Esau*s stock ? or were they not of the nature of Ishmael, and Cain, 
and £^iu, both among the Jews, Galatians, and Romans, which nature 
of reprobation must be cast out, so that the election might stand in the 
seed of grace, and not in works of the law, in the old covenant, nor Esau's. 

And so in this, God's mercy, and grace, and gospel was shewed, and 
preached, and appeared unto all, even the nation of Ishmael, Elsau, and 
the Egyptian nation also, as well as to the Jews, or others. 

For doth not the Lord call Egypt his people 7 and saith, ' blessed be 
Egyptt my people, Assyria,' &c. Isa. ix. 

And were not many of the Egyptians turned to Christianity before 
the Turk got up ? 

But if you say Esau is hated, and Cain was a vagabond, and Ishmael 
was cast out with his mother, and so are in the reprobation. 

But do not you love the nature of that first birth of Cain that mur- 
derer in you that envies his brother? and that scoffing nature of Ishmael, 
that scoffed at the good seed Isaac? and the profane nature of {Isau, 
that would destroy Jacob the second birth ? do not you love this more 
than the second birth, the seed of the promise ? and is not that nature 
yet which is hated of God in you, as the wild, profane, murdering, 
and scoffing birth without was, which must be cast out of yourselves, 
before you know the election in Christ Jesus, and the reprobation in the 
first birth ? ' For he that is in Christ, is a new creature ;* so the old crea- • 
ture is not in Christ ; and so the new creature in Christ Jesus crucifies 
the affections, and lusts, and nature of Ishmael, Esau, Cain, Sodom, 
Egypt, and Babylon, that is spiritual, and dashes that whore's brat against 
the living stone, that whore's brat, that hath whored from the image 
and spirit of God, that hath brought it forth ; but does not dash the out- 
ward births nor outward creatures of the children of Ishmael, Esau, 
Sodom, or Egypt, as persons ; but the Egyptian spirit, and the scoffing 
nature of Ishmael, and the murdering spirit of Cain, that b got into per- 
sons, yea, even into Jews and christians (so called,) who talk against the 
persons of Giin, Ishmael, Esau, Egypt, Sodom, and Babylon, as being re- 
probated without them, when as the spirit and nature of reprobation of 
all these lives within themselves, which is the elder, the first birth, and 
he must not rule, this reprobation, nor be heir of the seed of the promise ; 
but the election obtains it, which lies in the grace and mercy of Grod in 
Chrifit Jesus. 

For God hath made all nations of men of one flesh, blood and mould, 
and would have them all to repent, and live to Christ ; for they all died 
in Adam, and their minds are reprobated from God ; but the election is 
in Christ, his grace : and so it lies in the two seeds, and not in persons, 
as the apostle plainly sets forth and discovers, who speaks of the natare 
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of Cain, Ishmael, and Esau to be in the Jews and Gentiles long after tbey 
•were dead, which must be cast out 

And Christ told NicodemuSy a ruler among the Jews (and was not he 
of Jacob's stock, of the election ; and not of Esau's, of the reprobation, 
as you call them 1) * that a man must be born again, before he can either 
see or enter into the kingdom of God.' 

So the children of Jacob, the election, must be bom again, before thej 
can enter the kingdom of God. So must the children of Esau, and 
Israel, and Babylon, and Egypt, and christians too, before they can either 
see or enter into the kingdom of God. 

And did not the prophet tell the Jews, they were as Sodom and Go- 
morrah ? and Christ was crucified in Sodom and Egypt. So the Jews 
were turned into the nature of Sodom and Egypt, though not into the 
persons , and so were become like reprobate silver and dross, when they 
went from God's spirit and his law ; so are christians, which are gone 
from the law of life, which is in Christ Jesus, in the new covenant, and 
the grace, light, and truth, that comes by Jesus, and the spirit, that is 
poured upon all flesh ; they are all as reprobate silver, and make a great 
noise about reprobation, when they themselves are found in the nature 
of it. 

Therefore, all were better to be still, and look upon the mercy of God 
in Christ Jesus unto all, and receive the light that enlightens every man 
that Cometh into the world ; and for all to receive the grace of God, 
which hath appeared unto them all, which will teach them and bring 
their salvation, that they might know the election of grace, and the re- 
probation out of the grace. 

For the apostle saith, speaking of Moses, ' I will have mercy on whom 
I will have mercy ; and I will have compassion, on whom I will have 
compassion.' 

Now this saying of Moses, in Exodus xxxiii. 19. the apostle brings upon 
the occasion of the Jews making a calf, and their saying, ' these were 
the gods that brought them out of Egypt :' and were not they then gone 
into the reprobation from God, for not believing in God ? and yet they 
were children of Jacob, (the election,) for which many of them were 
destroyed ; read Exodus xxiL 

And was not this after God had saved them, and brought them out of 
Egypt ? Was not this through their unbelief of God, which had saved 
them, that thus brought their condemnation and destruction ? 

And so, is it not through unbelief in the grace and the light of Christ, 
that is the cause now of people's condemnation and reprobation, and not 
of their election in the grace ? 

And so, let all that profess Christianity, teacher and hearer, examine 
themselves, whether they be in that faith which Christ is the author and 
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finbher of, that purifies their hearts, and gives victory over the world, 
and the devil, and their sins, that do separate them from God their 
Creator ; by which faith they have again access to God, and in which 
faith they please God, which is the faith of God*s elect. 
. And sec if they be not reprobated from this one, precious, holy, divine, 
purifying, justifying faith, which the saints do and did in the primitive 
times contend for, which Christ was and is the author and finisher of, 
and hath the glory of, and no man else whatsoever : in which faith all 
the saints have unity, which gives them victory and access to God, and 
in which they all please God. 

And again, let all Christendom examine and prove themselves, both 
hearers and preachers, whether Christ be in them, yea or nay ? and if 
Christ be not in them, for all their preaching of Christ in words, and the 
others hearing of Christ in words, yet the apostle tells them, they are re- 
probates. 

So let none put the reprobation so far off them, as Cain, or Cora, or 
Sodom, or Egypt, or Ishmael, or Esau, or Babylon ; and say they are 
reprobates : but see if the nature of these be cast out of themselves, and 
see if they be in the elect seed Christ Jesus, who bruises down the ser- 
pent's head, the head of reprobation ; so that they may see the reproba* 
tion stands in the evil seed since the world began ; and the election stands 
in the good seed Christ Jesus, which was before the world began : and 
the promise is unto the seed, which is one, and not many. And so feel 
that one seed in you, Christ Jesus, the heir of the promise, and then you 
will not be reprobates, that all may praise God through Jesus Christ. 

And Jacob is called a supplanter, and Esau, a worker; is he not? And 
do you think he did not work hard, and willed hard, and run hard, when 
he went a hunting, and so lost the blessing ? but Jacob tarried at home 
with his mother, without any willing, or running, or working, he got the 
blessing. So the election is. not of him who runs or wills, but of grace : 
and then must not every one tarry at home with the grace in their 
hearts and mouths, with their mother Jerusalem from above, if they do 
obtain the election of grace ; ' for by grace they are called and saved.* 
And so here the elder, the first birth, came to serve the younger in the 
grace, in the election, and profane Esau comes under ; yet as a man, 
Esau had a blessing from his dither. lie that hath an ear, let him hear. 
And Israel and Esau were both circumcised in the old covenant, a type 
of the new. 

But if you despise your birthright for your earthly and outward bread 
and pottage, and this world's wages and wealth, and choose that, and go 
from the grace, you will be profane, and be baptized into profane 
Elsau's natnre, and bear the badge of Edom, and not Christ's in whom is 
the eleotion. 
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For all that walk despitefully against the spirit of grace, go into 
Esau's and Ishmael's nature, and will despise that birthright of election; 
they cannot say but they had grace, and had a birthright as well as 
Esau. For the grace of God, which brings salvation, hath appeared 
unto all men : so his mercy is upon all, and his Son has tasted death for 
every man. 

And so, no man can say but he had a birthright, through this grace ; 
but if they turn it into lasciviousness, and walk despitefully against the 
spirit of grace, they go into condemnation, like Esau, who despised his 
birthright, manifesting he had one. 

For Tshmael and Esau had the covenant of circumcision, in the flesh, 
as is said before, a type of the new covenant and circumcision in the 
spirit And the gospel was preached to them, being preached to every 
creature under heaven. 

And Cain had his day of visitation; for the Lord told him, <if he did 
well, he should be accepted ; and if not, sin lay at hb door :' so there 
was a promise of God to Cain, if he had believed it and received it ; so his 
destruction was of himself. And. so was the old world's, for grieving 
God's good spirit, and not receiving righteous Noah's preaching, who 
was a preacher of righteousness; and therefore, their destruction and 
condemnation came upon themselves, for going from the spirit of God in 
themselves, and not regarding this righteous preacher Noah. 

And all the Jews going from God's good spirit, which he had given to 
instruct them in the old covenant, and rebelling against it, and trans- 
gressing his law, and his old covenant, and going from God, and not re- 
garding him nor his prophets, that were preachers of righteousness. So 
all their destruction and condemnation came upon themselves ; God did 
not desire the death of any of those ungodly sinners, but rather that 
they had repented, and returned, and lived ; for he hath no pleasure in 
the death of them that die ; but he hath pleasure in them that walk 
and live iq his spirit, and hear his voice, and believe, and obey him, and 
do as he commands, and serve him in the new and living way, and wor- 
ship him in the spirit and truth, which the devil and death is out of. 

So now God hath poured out of his spirit upon all flesh, in his new 
covenant, yea, his daughters, hand-maids, and servants, and hath en- 
lightened them all by the life in Christ the word, by which all things 
were made ; and his grace hath appeared unto all men, that will bring 
their salvation ; yea, and his gospel is preached to, and in every creature 
under heaven. 

Now all men and women, that do grieve, vex, and quench this spirit, 
and will not be led by it, and hate the light, which is the life in Christ, 
and will not believe in it, and walk despitefully against the ipirit of 
grace, and turn it into wantonness ; all such, their destructioii and con- 
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demnation is of themselves, who walk despitefuUy against that which 
should bring their salvation, and hate that which they should believe in» 
and be saved by, and vex and quench the spirit, which they should walk 
in, and be led by. 

So God is just in condemning and judging according to his light and 
gospel, which is preached unto every creature ; and they not receiving 
. the comfortable glad tidings of the gospel of salvation, the pure God 
and the spotless Lamb*s judgment is just upon them, who judges in 
righteousness and equity, according to his gospel, the power of God 
preached to them, and in every creature. And according to his grace, 
which hath appeared unto all men, to teach them, and bring their sal- 
vation ; and according to his spirit, that he hath poured out upon all 
flesh : and they that walk contrary to these gifts, and will not receive 
them, but dcspbc them which come from God and Girist, God and Christ 
will judge them in righteousness, and their destruction and condemnation 
is of themselves ; for ' God desires not the death of a sinner, but that he 
might repent, return, and live:' neither (as I said before,) hath he plea- 
sure in him that dies, but would have all to come to the knowledge of 
the truth and be saved. God's pleasure is in them that live in the cove- 
nant of light, life, and grace, over death and darkness, and so serve God 
in the new and living way, and worship God in the spirit and in the 
truth, which the devil, the power of death, is out of: here in this new 
and living way, God hath pleasure in his people that live and walk in 
it ; glory be to his name forever. 

And Isaac said unto Esau, < by the sword thou shalt live, and shalt 
serve thy brother, (to wit, Jacob, the younger,) and it shall come to 
pass, when thou shalt have the dominion, that thou shalt break Jacob's 
yoke from off thy neck. So Esau hated Jacob ; and Esau said, he would 
slay Jacob ; but his words were told to Rebecca,' &c. 

And now consider, Esau, this first birth, he lives by his carnal weapons, 
his sword, this rough man of the field, and worldly man, and profane 
person's nature in yoiKall, yea, Jews, Gentiles, and christians, though 
you may find fault with profane Esau without you. But Jacob, the 
second birth, will tell you, that Esau the first birth's nature is within 
you, that will kill him ; though it be not the person of Esau, Isbmael, 
and Cain ; but there is the spirit and nature of murdering Cain, that b 
within you, that is wroth at Abe), and will murder him, to wit, the se- 
cond birth, whose sacrifice God accepts, and not the first birth, Cain's. 

And also, that there is the spirit and nature of Ishmael within you, 
though not the person, that will scoff at the seed of the promise. 

And also, that there is the spirit and nature of profane Esau within 
you, though not his person, that is a worker, wilier, runner, and hunter, 
that will say in his heart, he will kill Jacob, the second birth ; that isi 
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the rough nature, the rough man Esau, in the field* a worldling, that 
hath his carnal weapon, and he lives by his sword. 

And so the spirit and nature of Cain, Esau, and Ishmael within you, 
will find fault with the persons of Esau, Cain, and Ishmael without you, 
yea, and Cora, Pharaoh, and Babylon ; and say, they are persons ordained 
for reprobation and condemnation ; when it is the same spirit and nature 
in themselves that speak it, which is written of old for reprobation and 
condemnation, both in Jews and christians, and in all in the first birth ; 
* for until they be born again, they can neither sec the kingdom of God, 
nor enter into it,' as Christ said. 

And this was a wonder to old Nicodemus, that ruler and professor, that 
was of Jacob's stock according to the flesh. 

But Isaac*s prophecy to Esau, how that ^ the time should come, that 
Esau should break Jacob's yoke from off his neck;' the yoke of Jacob 
the second birth, the yoke of God's beloved Jacob, in whom tlie electioa 
stood, and in whose seed all the families of the earth were blessed. 

So it seems that the yoke of this seed, which all the families of the 
earth arc blessed in, in which seed stands the election, which seed is the 
beloved of God, the second birth, was a yoke a-top of the profane, rough, 
first birth Esau, the hunter, the wilier, the runner, the worker, the man 
of the field, of the world, who lived by his carnal weapon, hb sword ; it 
was a yoke upon the neck of this first, profane, rough birth, that despised 
his birthright for his mess of pottage, and bread of fainting Esau, who 
had been willing, and running, and was weary in the world, the field, 
which is the path of the first birth; and so his mind was not upon the 
Lord, who renews strength, nor the grace ; but despised his birthright, 
(manifesting he had one,) as this profane birth does in all. 

And was not this a sad thing, when smooth, plain Jacob, the second 
birth's yoke, (in whose seed all nations are blessed,) is broken ofif) the 
profane, rough Esau, the first birth's neck 1 then profane, rough Esau 
hath his liberty, and will serve no longer the second birth, the election, 
and will plead for his profane liberty, with his carnal sword, and his 
willing, and hunting, and running in his rough nature, the first birth, the 
man of the field, the world ; yet would he be heir, and have the election 
and blessings; but it is only in talk, and not in possession. 

And so did not this first birth, or nature of rough Esau, get up in the 
Jews, when they turned against this seed in Moses and the prophets, yea, 
and Christ Jesus too, and his apostles ? was not profane, rough Esau's 
nature, and Esau's sword, and the rough birth manifest in the Jews 7 
and had not they gotten old Jacob's yoke ofif their neck, who was a 
smooth, plain, and perfect man, the beloved and elect 1 and were not 
they turned hunters with their sword for the blood of the prophets, Christ, 
and the apostles ? and was not Esau then got at liberty in them, and 
Vou v.— 51 
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the seed in bondage, which is heir of the promise and the election, ^hich 
hath it by grace ? 

And did not Christ tell one of Jacob's stock, Nicodemus, ' that man 
must be born again, before he could see the kingdom of God, and enter 
into it ;' which made the Esau's nature in him to gaze and wonder, and 
made the rest of the Jews to gaze and wonder. 

And therefore, doth not the apostle often say to them, ' ye gazers and 
wondercrs,' when the seed's yoke (in which all the families of the earth 
are blessed,) was broken oif their neck, in which the election is ; and the 
seed was entered into persons, which brought the curse, and which made 
them children of wrath by nature, as well as others ? 

And now, all ye that are called christians, who do hold reprobation in 
the persons of Esau, Ishmael, Cain, Cora, and the children of Egypt, 
Sodom, and Babylon ; and every sect in Christendom look upon them- 
selves to be in the election, and it may be, other persons to be in the 
reprobation, that are not of their sect; when as the spirit and nature of 
all these are found in themselves, and the first birth's nature of Elsau, 
and the rest of those whom you call reprobates, who have broken off the 
second birth, Jacob and his seed, (in which all nations are blessed,) his 
yoke off your neck. For do not you appear in the rough nature of Esau^ 
and the murdering, man-slaying nature of Cain, and the scoffing nature of 
Ishmael against faithful Abel's offering, and Isaac, the seed of the pro- 
mise, and Jacob, the perfect plain man, beloved of God, in whose seed 
all the families of the earth arc blessed, as men and women, (though not 
the spirit of Cain, Ishmael, Esau, Babylon, Egypt, and Sodom, \vhich is 
in you, and so in the reprobation, and for condemnation, and to be cast 
forth ? for it is not to be heir with the seed of the freewomen.) 

And now Jacob, the election's yoke, (the seed in which all nations are 
blessed,) being broken off your neck, and you at liberty with your rough, 
profane hands and sword, and willing and running in Cain's spirit, per- 
secuting, murdering, and scoffing the faithful AbePs, and the heirs of the 
promise, and the plain smooth man, the second birth, Jacob, whom God 
loveth, who tarries at home with the Lord, and Jerusalem, which is 
above, his mother, who is in the election ; whom you hate, scofl^ and 
would kill, Esau-like. And how can this birth talk of ordination to con- 
demnation, and reprobation, which itself is in the birth of reprobation, 
(and under condenmation,) and yet preacheth up reprobation and con- 
demnation of others, when in their spirits and nature they are found in 
the reprobation and condemnation of Cain, Ishmael, Esau, Egypt, Sodom, 
and Babylon, which despises (Esau-like,) the birthright, in the grace of 
God in the new covenant, which hath appeared unto all men, and k 
sufficient to teach them, and bring their salvation ; and hates the light, 
wliich is the life in Christ, the word, by whom all things were made. 
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which all should believe in ; and denies that the gospel of salvattcm is 
preached to, and in every creature under the whole heaven, and quenches 
and grieves the spirit which God poureth upon all flesh, to lead and in- 
struct them ; and denies that the Lord Jesus Christ hath shed his blood, 
and tasted death for every man : but saith, ' he hath foreordained the 
greatest part of mankind to reprobation and condemnation/ But this is 
that spirit and nature that is in the reprobation, and under the condem- 
nation, that doth so preach and teach. 

So this first birth, nature, and spirit of Esau, that hath broken the 
second birth's yoke off their neck, hath gotten up since the time of the 
apostles and primitive church, and hath been at liberty in Christendom. 

And this rough first birth, that hath made a profession of the New 
Testament in words, as the first birth did of the old, before the days of 
the apostles, with their rough hands and hunting spirit, and with their 
carnal weapons, they have maintained their church, ways, and worships, 
with their reprobate spirit, nature, and weapons, which are written of 
old for condemnation. But the second birth will arise, the seed of the 
promise, the election, and brii^ its righteous, just, pure yoke over the 
profane spirit and nature of rough, profane Esau, the first birth's neck, 
and scoffing wild Ishmael ; and wrathful, murdering Cain's nature must 
be a vagabond, and the first birth of Egypt must be slain in you all ; and 
the Babylon's brat of confusion, which the whore hath brought forth in 
you must be dashed to pieces against the living stone : and the plain, 
smooth, and perfect, and beloved Jacob, the seed of the promise, must 
be the Lord, in which all nations are blessed; and the Jew in the spirit 
must come forth, and serve and worship God in spirit and in truth : he 
that hath an ear, let him hear. 

And this seed, in which all nations are blessed, doth preach, ' that all 
nations are blessed in it ; and that that is cursed, and in the reprobatioDy 
which curses this seed ; and that that seed is blessed that blesses this 
seed, in which the election is. 

So if all nations be blessed in this seed of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, 
as men and persons, in which seed the election is, the second birth ; then 
the reprobation and condemnation stands in the profane, rough, first birth, 
with all his works, and carnal weapons, and willings, and runnings, with 
which he maintains his will-worship. For this second birth, this seed is 
it, in which all nations are blessed : then this seed doth not say, that 
* some nations are foreordained to condemnation,' as the condemned and 
reprobate seed doth say. 

For it is God that doth say, < all the families of the earth are blessed 
in the seed of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.' 

And without this seed they are not blessed In thb seed they are all 
blessed ; and out of this seed they are not blessed, but are in the seed of 
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reprobation and condemnation, and in the unbelief; and not in the seed 
Christ Jesus. 

And this seed, in which all nations are blessed, in which the election 
is before the world began, (for the reprobation and- condemnation is in 
the evil seed since the world began,) this seed doth see how the condem- 
nation is come upon all mankind by the fall of Adam ; and how that the 
justification of life is come upon all men by this one seed Christ Jesus, 
where it is received ; and how that Christ hath shed bis blood, and tasted 
death for every man ; and so makes no sects : and how he enlightens 
every man that comcth into the world with the life in himself, the word, 
by which all things were made, that they might believe in it, and have 
life in him. 

And this seed doth see how the grace of God, which brings salvation, 
hath appeared unto all men to teach them that receive it, and how that 
all have been concluded under sin, and in unbelief, that God might have 
mercy upon all : and their condemnation is for not believing in this seed 
Christ Jesus. 

And how is the blind, first birth of Esau like to see, or hold forth, * that 
all nations are blessed in Isaac, and all the families of the earth in Jacob ; 
and that the grace of God, which brings salvation, hath appeared unto 
all, to teach them, and bring their salvation ; so that all might dwell in 
tents, and tarry at home, and see their election in the grace, and God 
pours out of his spirit upon all flesh ; and the seed Christ Jesus hath 
tasted death for every man ;' scoffing Ishmael will scoff at this doctrine 
of the seed ; and envious Cain will be wroth, and his countenance will 
fall, against the sacrifice of it ; and profane Esau will lift up his sword 
and rough hands against it, and cry, * God hath foreordained a great 
number of men to reprobation ; and so would pluck them down into hell 
with him ; when it is that spirit, nature, and first birth in themselves 
that is for reprobation and condemnation, for not believing in the light, 
and receiving the blessing that is in his seed. 

Now this seed's weapons (in which all nations are blessed, which 
brings the justification of life upon all men, and enlightens all men, and 
through him God pours out of his spirit upon all men, and his grace ap- 
pears unto all men, &c. and this seed hath shed his blood, and tasted 
death for every man,) his weapons and armour are spiritual, and they 
do not wrestle with flesh and blood that be in it, nor with the persons of 
Cain, Ishmael, Esau, Cora, Sodom, and Egypt, nor with the persons of 
Babylon, but with the nature and spirit of these, and the rulers of dark- 
ness in people. 

For those outward carnal weapons, are the first birth of Pharaohs, 
Cains, Ishmaels, E^aus, Sodom, Babylon, and Egypt, and the whore, 
which hath, whored from this seed, which are in the reprobatkn and 
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condemnation, with their carnal weapons, with which they maintain 
their ways, religions, and will-worships, which be in the reprobation and 
under condemnation. 

So each seed and birth hath its weapons and armour, ways, religions, 
and worships, by which they maintain them, both that which is in the 
reprobation and condemnation, and that which is in the election, and 
that seed which is in the election, in which all nations and families are 
blessed, which brings the justification of life upon all men, in which the 
election is, before the world began ; bruises the head of the first birth, 
the serpent, the world's god, with all his carnal weapons, by which the 
first birth maintains its religions, ways, &nd will- worships ; I say, this seed, 
the first birth, the head of it is bruised by the seed Christ Jesus. 

And this seed, in which all nations are blessed, doth not destroy any 
man's life upon the account of religion and worship ; but saves men's 
lives, and destroys the evil seed of reprobation and condemnation. And 
this seed's weapons and armour are spiritual, by which spiritual weapons 
and armour this seed defends its religion, ways, and worship, and church, 
and wrestles not with flesh and blood ; for his armour and weapons are 
spiritual. 

But the first birth in the reprobation, his weapons and armour are 
carnal, and wrestles with flesh and blood about his religion, ways, and 
worship, instead of spiritual wickedness and rulers of darkness ; and 
saith and teacheth, that God hath foreordained the greatest part of men 
and women for reprobation, condemnation, and hell ; and that which 
says so is the blind, rough, profane seed in the reprobation and unbelief, 
and so under condemnation, and hath despised its own birthright, in the 
grace of Grod, that brings salvation, and hath appeared unto all men, 
who hath been willing and running in his first birth, Esau-like, I say, 
hath despised his birthright in the grace of God, and so doth not be- 
lieve and receive the seed in which all nations are blessed ; but instead 
of it, receive that evil seed in which his condemnation is.' And that 
rough man of the field will hunt, wander, will, and run, and not return 
till he faint, and then despise his birthright for outward things and means ; 
and so relies not in the grace of God, which appears unto all men, which 
men must not despise ; for if they do, they will faint, and not have their 
strength renewed ; and then they cannot be heirs of grace, nor parta- 
kers of the blessing in the seed, in which all nations are blessed ; so all 
nations are blessed in this seed, if they will receive it ; and Christ hath 
tasted death for them ail, and so brought justification of life unto all, if 
they will believe it, and not condemnation, who hath enlightened all, 
and his grace hath appeared unto all, that they might believe, and be 
heirs of grace, in which the election is. And so here is God's mercy 
upon all, though they were concluded in unbelief in the first birth. 
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And Christ enlightens all with the life in himself, and saith, * believe 
in the light ; and they that do not, are condemned already :' and so they 
lay under the condemnation and in reprobation because of unbelief; for 
' he that believcth, shall not come into condemnation.' 

For was not Adam and Eve condemned for not believing in God's 
teaching, and obeying it ? And Cain, and Cora, and the old world, and 
the Sodomites, who neither regarded God, nor just Lot ; and the Jews, 
who neither regarded God nor his prophets 7 and so are not the chris- 
tians under the same condenmation written of old, that live not unto 
Christ, who hath died for them, and walk not in him in whom all nations 
are blessed, and walk nor stand not in the grace which hath appeared 
unto all, which will teach and bring their salvation, as the primitive 
christians did, and walk not after the spirit, which God hath poured upon 
all men ; but walk after their own spirits, and Cain's, and Esau's, and 
Ishmael's, and Cora*s, and Sodom's, and Egypt's, and Babylon's nature and 
spirit, which leads them into confusion, reprobation and condemnation ; 
and believe not in the light, as Christ commands, with which he enlight- 
ens every man that cometh into the world, which is the life in him^f ; 
and are not they, therefore, condemned with the light which they should 
believe in, who have not kept in the same light, and grace, and spirit, 
and power as the apostles were in ; so not in their habitation, nor suc- 
cession, nor election ; but have succeeded in the reprobation and con- 
demnation, and therefore are blind, who have held up reprobation in 
persons, and not of the first birth, and seed in them. 

And therefore, all men being enlightened by Christ, who hath tasted 
death for all men ; and God*s grace hath appeared unto all men, to 
teach, and bring their salvation ; and he hath poured his spirit upon all 
flesh, and so his mercies are upon all ; und therefore must all believe in 
this light, if they will be grafted into Christ Jesus, and receive the grace 
and the spirit, in their own hearts, at home, if they will come to the 
election in Christ, from whence this grace, light, truth and spirit comes; 
and so to know their election before the world began, and the seed in 
whom all nations are blessed ; and the seed Christ to bruise the head of 
that seed of reprobation, and separation of man and woman from God, 
by which man and woman hath come into reprobation, and under con- 
demnation since the world began, written of old. 

So in this seed Christ Jesus, is the election and the blessing, who is the 
amen, the first and the last, and over all, hallelujah, blessed forever ; 
glory to the Lord God, amen, hallelujah. G. F. 
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Postscript. 

The Jews which were of Jacob's slock, they said unto Christ, that 
Abraham was their father. And Christ told them, ' if they were of 
Abraham, they would do the works of Abraham.' And Christ said to 
these Jews, * that they sought to kill him, who had told them the truth 
which he had heard of God ; this did not Abraham.' And also Christ 
told them, ' that his word had no place in them ; and that they were of 
their father the devil, and the lusts of their father they would do? and 
said, ' because I tell ye the truth, ye believe me not ; and if they did 
not believe that he was the Son of God, and (he Christ, they should die 
in their sins.' 

So it is clear, the Jews, which were of Jacob's stock, and could plead 
that Abraham was their father, yet the serpent had begotten his bad 
birth in them, and blinded them, that they were in the reprobate seed of 
murder, disobedience, and unbelief, and should die in their sins, reproba- 
tion and condemnation, if they did not believe in Christ, for all their 
outward profession of Moses, and the prophets, and the law, and God 
and Christ to come, who pretended to be the vineyard keepers and dress- 
ers, but had no fruits, and killed his servants, and stoned them that he 
sent to look for fruits, and at last killed the heir, and did not believe in 
him ; and therefore, the vineyard was taken from them, and they scat- 
tered over all nations in their unbelief, reprobation, and condemnation. 

And Christ several times cries, * woe unto the scribes and pharisees,' and 
calls them ' blind guides ;' and how that ' they shut up the kingdom of 
heaven against men, and would neither go in themselves, nor suffer them 
that would, to go in ; and they were of them that killed the prophets ;' 
and he called them, ' a generation of serpents apd vipers ; and that they 
should kill, and crucify, and persecute the prophets and wise men, that 
he would send among them, that upon them might come all the righte- 
ous blood that was shed from Abel,' &c. 

Now were not these Jews found in Cain's, Ishmael's, Esau's, Pharaoh's, 
Cora's, Sodom's, Babylon's, and Egypt's nature, though they were of Ja- 
cob's stock, and great professors without possession ? butin the reprobation, 
and unbelief, and condemnation : for did not Christ say unto them, ' how 
can ye escape the damnation of hell V and did not Christ weep over Je- 
rusalem, which called themselves children of Jacob ; but were turned 
to be children of the serpent, in the reprobate seed, when he said, * oh, 
Jerusalem, Jerusalem ! thou that killest the prophets, and stonest them 
that are sent unto thee ; how often would I have gathered thy children 
together, as a hen gathereth her chickens under her wings, and ye would 
not ; behold, your houses are left unto you desolate V so these must needs 
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be empty and desolate houses, that would neither receive Christ nor fait 
prophets. 

Now all you that profess Christianity, that be in this first birth of per- 
secution ; and if you do profess all the scriptures of the New Testament, 
yet if you be not in the same Holy Ghost the apostles were in, ye can- 
not call Jesus Lord And if you have not the same spirit of Christ, as 
the apostles had, they tell you, * that you are none of Christ's.* And if 
you be not in that one faith, that Jesus Cbrbt is the author and finisher 
of, and if Christ be not in you, you are reprobates ; then your houses 
must needs be desolate, that profess the new covenant of Christ the sub- 
stance, as the Jews were that professed the old, and so in the reprobation 
and under the condemnation. 

So it is not an outward profession ; for reprobates may do that : but a 
profession of Christ, in whom the election is, and so a possession of the 
seed of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, in whom all nations are blessed. 
And so it is not an outward profession of all the words of the new cove- 
nant in the serpent's seed, and possess the serpent's murdering persecuting 
spirit, in the same seed and spirit as the Jews made a profession in words 
of the Old Testament, which leads into reprobation and condemnation, 
from Christ in whom is the election, who was before the reprobation and 
condemnation of fallen angels and men ; glory to the Lord God forever. 

But the Lord hath promised, ' that he will destroy the covering of all 
people, and the vail that is spread over all nations : and in that day they 
shall say, the Lord is our God, and we have waited for him, and he will 
save us, and wc shall be joyful in his salvation.' Isa* xxiv. 

And is not this the day of the possession of the new covenant of light 
and life ? and Christ bruises the head of the serpent, and through death 
destroyeth the devil, the power of death. And so that all might believe 
in Christ, and come to God by him, so that all might praise the Lord, 
who gives them breath and life, in his grace, light, and spirit, that he 
gives them ; which if they hate his light, and rebel against his spirit, 
and walk despitefully against the spirit of grace^ then they turn into 
reprobation, and are under condemnation : for ' be that believeth, is 
saved ; and he that believeth not, is condemned ; and he that believes, 
overcomes the world, and the world's god, and is born of God, a child of 
light, and enters into his rest, and ceases from his own work^, as God iaA 
from his.' So it is unbelief that keeps out of Christ the rest, and in the 
condemnation and reprobation, from the salvation. 

And why was the earth, or land of Canaan emptied, and the corse 
devoured the earth, and its inhabitants the Jews ? was it not because 
they transgressed the laws and ordinances, and broke the covenant of 
God? ha, ix. 

And did not Chrbt say to the Jews, which were of the children of 
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Jacob, < that they were of an adulterous generatioo, that looked for 
signs, and there should be no sign shewed to them ; but as Jonah was 
three days and three nights in the whale's bellj, so the Son of man 
should be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth T* and 
Christ said, ^ the men of Nineveh should rise up in judgment against this 
generation to condemn it,' (to wit, the Jews.) And were not they of 
Jacob's stock, of whom you hold the election as to persons ? 

And again, Christ saith, < the queen of the south shall rise up in judg- 
ment against this generation,' (to wit, of the Jews,) to condemn it, which 
was of the stock of Jacob ; who would not hear Christ, as she did Solo- 
mon ; nor repent at Christ's preaching, as Nineveh did at Jonah's, though 
Christ was a greater than Jonah or Solomon. 

And did not Christ upbraid the cities of the Jews, because they did 
not repent, where most of his mighty works were done ? and did not he 
cry, * woe unto thee Bethsaida, woe unto theeChorazin ; for if the mighty 
works had been done in Tyre and Sidon, which have been done in thee, 
they would have repented long ago in sackcloth and ashes : and it shall 
be more tolerable in the day of judgment for Tyre and Sidon, than for 
the great professing Jews, which were of Jacob's stock V and did not 
Christ say to Capernaum, < though they were exalted to heaven, they 
should be brought down to hell : for if the mighty works had been done 
in Sodom, which have been done in thee, it would have remained until this 
day.' And Christ saith, * it shall be more tolerable for the land of Sodom 
in the day of judgment, than for Capernaum. 

Then where is your election and reprobation of persons, if these of 
Jacob's stock be so, as Christ saith, and I hope you will believe him 7 

And therefore, then what was and is the Jews' and christians' profes- 
sion of the scriptures worth, without possession of God and hb Son Christ, 
(and yet live in an unrepented state,) but for judgment ? and therefore, 
it concerns all to turn unto the Lord, with his light that enlightens all 
people ; and with his grace, that hath appeared unto all men, to teach 
them, and bring their salvation ; and with his spirit, that he pours upon 
all flesh, to lead them unto' the Lord, that they may serve and worship 
him, and be professors of Christ, and enjoyers of the Lord, and so hajre. 
the comfort of (rod and Christ, and of the scriptures. This is the desire 
of him who desires the eternal good and salvation of all people. 6. F. 

For Adam and Eve, for disobeying the voice of the Lord came into 
condemnation, and so condemnation came upon all men ; the Jews, for 
disobeying the voice and command of the Lord, came under condemna- 
tion and reprobation: the christians, (so called,) for disobeying ihm 
voice and command of Christ, who speaks from heaven ; and for nol?be- 

Vol. v.— 52 
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lieving and receiving of him, come under ju^ment and condemnatioii, 
and are in the reprobation. 

If God hath ordained the greatest part of men and Toomenfor Hell and Con^ 
demnaiion, as many of the Priests and Professors say and preach; then 
let them consider these scriptures as follow, , 

Matt, xxviii. 18, to the end. And Jesus spake to his disciples, saying, 
* all power in heaven and earth is given to me ; go ye, therefore, teach 
all nations, (not some nations, but all nations,) baptizing, (that is to say, 
dipping or plunging them,) into the name of the Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghost, teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded 
you.' Now death having passed over all men, and all were concluded 
under sin, and all died in Adam, so that condemnation must come upon 
all men, so that all were baptized or plunged into death, sin, and evil, 
by disobedience to God's command and ordinance ; therefore, all nations, 
and every creature under heaven, must be taught to observe whatsoever 
Christ commands, and be baptized into the name of the Father, and into 
the name of the Son, and into the name of the Holy Ghost ; so salva- 
tion was preached to all mankind, and condemnation was preached to 
none, but such as did not believe in the light and gospeL 

And in Mark xvL 15. Christ saith to his disciples, 'go ye into all the 
world, [mark, all,] and preach the gospel to every creature.' So, here 
the gospel of salvation was preached to every creature. * He that be- 
lieveth, is saved ; but }ie that believeth not, is condemned :* so oobelief 
is the cause of condemnation ; and so they were not to preach the gof- 
pel of salvation to a part of the world, or some creatures only ; but to 
all the world, and to every creature under heaven, the gospel of salva- 
tion ; here was God's love to mankind : and that repentance and remis* 
sion of sins should be preached to all nations in the name of Jesus ? and 
they were first to begin at Jerusalem, so was the command of Christ 
unto his disciples, and from thence to preach the gospel of glad tidings 
to every creature, and to all nations, and not to preach condemnation; 
for that they were in before, in old Adam-, and afler ; not believing 
the^j remained in condemnation, as Christ saith, * he that believes^ is 
saved ; he that doth not, is condemned already :' and he further saith, 
' they that do not believe in the light, but do evil, and hate it, this is 
the condemnation, that light is come into the world, and men loved 
darkness rather than Ught, because their deeds were evil.' John iiL 19. 

And the apostle saith, 1 Tim. ii. ' I exhort that supplications, prayers, 
intercession, and giving of thanks be made for all men ;' and the apostle 
|;ives a reason for it, * that God would have all men to be saved, and 
come to the knowledge of the truth.' So here he would have all men 
to be prayed for : now it being the will of God, that all men should he 
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aavedy and come to the knowledge of the truth ; then their destruction 
is of themselves, who will not come to Christ, that they might have life. 

And further, the apostle saith, ' there is one God, and one Mediator 
between God and men, the man Christ Jesus, who gave himself a ran- 
som for all, [mark, for all,] to be testified in due time : and though many 
do not believe that Christ gave himself a ransom for all, yet in due time 
they may come to believe the apostle's testimony. 

And further, the apostle saith in Titus ii. * the grace of God, that 
bringeth salvation, hath appeared to all men, teaching us, &c. and by 
the grace of God, Christ should taste death for every man, [mark, every 
man,] for all died in Adam, therefore Christ tasted death for all that 
died, and gave himself a ransom for all, that all might believe in him, 
and come to life.' Heb, ii. 

And the apostle John saith, 1 John iL ' how that Jesus Clirist the 
righteous is a propitiation for our sins, and not for our sins only, but for the 
sins of the whole world,' [mark, the whole world,] that is, all the world, 
that Christ is a propitiation for the sins of. Then how can ye say, 
that he hath ordained any for death and damnation ? for their con- 
demnation is of themselves, for not believing. 

And the apostle saith, in Acts ii. * this is that was spoken by Joel the 
prophet, it shall come to pass in the last days, saith God, I will pour out 
of my spirit upon all flesh.' Now this the apostle Peter spoke to the pro- 
fessing Jews, of which some were amazed, and some were mocking. 
And these last days are the days of the new covenant, whereby sons and 
daughters shall prophesy, and young men shall see visions, and old men 
shall dream dreams, and servants and band-maids shall prophesy. So 
it is the spirit of God, which he pours out upon all flesh, [mark, all 
flesh,] men and women, by which sons and daughters, and young men 
and old men, and servants and hand-maids come to prophesy, and have 
their dreams and visions : so it is not by schools, and colleges, but by 
the spirit of God. 

And in John i. he saith, ' that was the. true light, which lighteth every 
man that cometh into the world (to wit, Christ,) and the world was 
made by him ; and in him was life, and this life was the light of men. 

So it is called the life in Christ, the word, by whom all things were 
made, and the light of men, yea, the true light, which lighteth every 
man that cometh into the world. 

And Christ saith, * believe in the light, while you have it, that you may 
become the children of the light.' 

And here is God^s great love to mankind, who so loved the world, that 
he gave his only begotten Son into the world, that whosoever did believift 
in him, they should not perish, but have everlasting life. 4 

And John said, * he came for a witness to bear witness of this light. 
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(to wit, the true light, which is the life in Gbrist,) which lighteth every 
mao that cometh into the world.* 

And most of the teachers that are bred up at schools and colleges, and 
others, they do come for witnesses, and bear witness against this true 
light, the life in Christ, which lighteth every man that cometh into the 
world. But those are false witnesses, and come not from God, if John 
was a true witness, who was sent from God to bear witness to this true 
light, that all through him might believe. 

And now, all they that say, < that this light is not sufficient,' then they 
may say, that Christ bid them believe in an insufficient light : but they 
that say so, say and preach falsely ; for Christ saith, ' by believing in the 
light, they shall become children of the light' 

And now you that say, < the grace of God which hath appeared unto 
all men, is not a sufficient grace for all men ; but God told the apostle, 
* his grace was sufficient ;' and it is strange, that that which will bring 
people's salvation, and will teach them, is not sufficient. 

And in Acts iii. the apostle saith, in his preaching to the Jews: ' a pro- 
phet shall the Lord your God raise up unto you, like unto Moses, him 
shall you hear in all things, whatsoever he shall say unto you ; and it 
shall come to pass, that every soul, [mark, every soul,] which will not 
hear that prophet, shall be destroyed from among the people.' 

So it is their own wilfulness, that will not hear this prophet, in his own 
light, grace and spirit, that brings their own destruction. 

And Chrbt saith, in the sixteenth chapter of John, to his disciples ; * He 
would send the Comforter to them, the Holy Ghost; and this Holy Ghost 
should guide them into all truth ; and the same spirit, that did comfort, 
and guide, and lead all the believers into all truth ; he would reprove the 
world of sin, of righteousness, and of judgment' Is not this sufficient to lead 
the world, which reproveth them of their sin, because they do not be- 
lieve in Christ, and will not leave their own righteousness, and come to 
Christ for righteousness ; and reprove them of judgment, because the 
Prince of ttie world is judged; yea, and through death Christ destroys 
the devil, the power of death, and the world will not believe it So 
their condemnation is, because of their unbelief: but the Lord has pro- 
mised, in his holy mountain, to make unto all people a feast of fat thfaigs, 
a feast of wines, <fcc. [mark, unto all people,] and that « the Lord would 
destroy in this mountain the face of the covering cast over all people, 
[mark, all people,] and the vail that is spread over all nations,' [mark, 
all nations.] ha, xxv. * 

And also, the Lord saith, • the earth shall be full of the knowledge of 
the Lord ; and the knowledge of the Lord shall cover the eardi, as the 
waters cover the sea; see Ita. xi. 9, 10. 

This is the day of Christ, the Holy One ; for he saith, « in that day 



\ e 



413 

there shall be a root of Jesie, which shall stand for an ensign of the peo- 
ple, yea, an ensign for the nations, and to it shall the Gentiles seek, and 
his rest shall be glorious.' 

Now, the covering cast over all people, and the vail cast over all 
nations, the Lord is destroying, and the earth shall be full of his know- 
ledge, and not only full, but covered with the knowledge of the Lord, as 
the water doth cover the sea, the prophecy of Isaiah, in chap. xl. comes 
to be fulfilled, and the preaching of Zachariah, Luke iii. ' every valley 
shall be filled, [mark, every valley,] and every nK)untain and hill shall 
be brought low, (mark, every mountain, &c.) and the crooked shall be 
made straight, and the rough shall be made smooth, and all flesh shall 
see the salvation of God.' 

And doth not Daniel say, < this stone, cut out of the mountain with- 
out hands, smote the image of gold, silver, brass, iron, and clay, and 
brake them all to pieces, that they became like the chaff of the thresh- 
ing-floor, and the wind blowed them away, that there was no place 
Ibund for them V and this precious and elect stone, Christ Jesus, that 
smote this image, became a great mountain, and filled the whole earth ; 
so this stone was without the handy work of man, and breaks the image 
to pieces, that the wind drives them away, so that there is no place found 
for them in the earth ; and this glorious stone fills the whole eafth. 

Now, if the earth be filled with this stone, there is nothing wanting ; 
for God's promise was, that the seed of the woman should bruise the ser- 
pent's head,' who is the god of the world, that lies in wickedness ; and 
all is concluded under sin ; and all sin is of the devil ; for he sinned from 
the beginning : * for this purpose the Son of God was manifested, that he 
might destroy the works of the devil.' 1 John iii. 

And, as I said before, Christ, who through death, destroyed death, the 
devil, who had the power of death, Heh, ii. 14. and tasted death for 
every man, and gave himself a ransom for all : and so, as the apostle 
saith to the Romans, ' that God might have mercy upon all through Jesus 
Christ :' for the apostle saith, ^ all have sinned, [mark, all,] and judgment 
came upon all to condemnation ; even so, by the righteousness of one, the 
firee gift came upon all men unto justification of life.' Rom. v. 

So it is clear, as death passed over all men, and all have sinned, Christ 
is a propitiation for the sins of the whole world, and not for the saints 
only ; and he tasted death for every man, and gave himself a ransom for 
all. So is not that a devilish doctrine, that saith, ' by the offence of one, 
condemnation and judgment came upon all men.' So that condemna- 
tion Cometh by the transgression and ofience ; but the apostle saith, as I 
said before, ' even so, by the righteousness of one, (to wit, Christ Jesus,) 
the free gift came upon all men unto justification of life.' 
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And Christ saith, in Mark xiiL 37. * what I say unto you, I say unto all, 
watch.' 

Now, this doth manifest, that there was something of God, of his spirit, 
light, and grace in them ; else how could they watch against the enemj, 
and wait for the appearance of Christ, who saith, * my reward is with 
me, to give every man as his works shall he,' [mark, every man.] Rev. 
xxn. 

And Isaiah saith, Isa. xviiL 3. ' all ye inhabitants of the world, and 
dwellers on the earth, see ye ; when he lifteth up an ensign on the moun- 
tains, and when he bloweth a trumpet, hear ye : the Liord hath prepared 
his throne in the heavens, and his kingdom ruleth over all.' Psalm ciiL 10. 

And David saith, ' the Lord is good to all, (mark, to all,) and his ten- 
der mercies are over all his works ;' and ' all thy works praise thee, 
Lord.' Psalm cxlv. 9. 

Now, how can you say, that the Lord hath ordained the greatest part 
of men and women for hell and condemnation ; when the Lord saith, 
' he hath no pleasure in the death of a sinner, he desireth not the death 
of a sinner, but that he would repent, and turn to him and live.' 

So the Lord is good unto all, and his tender mercies are over all his 
works. 

And in Mcah ii. 3. he saith, * hear all ye people, hearken, O eardi, 
and all that is in it, and let the Lord be*a witness against you, the Lord 
from his holy temple,' [mark, all people, and all that is in the earth.] 
This doth manifest that there is something of God in all people, by which 
thev are to hear the Lord. 

* And Christ became the author of eternal salvation, to all that obey 
him.' Hd). v. 9. 

So it is clear, that it is disobedience and unbelief that brings condem- 
nation. 

And the apostle saith, ' praise the Lord, all ye Gentiles, and laud him, 
all ye people.' Rom. xv. 

And David saith, * praise the Lord, all ye nations ; praise him, all ye 
people.' 

So here was no preaching by these of ordination of people to condem- 
nation before the world began ; but they are under condemnatioD that 
preach that doctrine ; and they are not like David and Paul, who preach- 
ed, that all nations and all people might praise the Lord ; this manifests 
that there is something of God in them. 

For Peter saith, ' I perceive that God is no respecter of persons, (to 
wit, of the Jews or Gentiles,) but in every nation, he that feareth Crod 
and worketh righteousness, he is accepted of him.' So that it is not be 
that talks of righteousness, but he that works r^teousoess, that is ac- 
cepted. Acts X. 34, 35. 
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And the apostle preached peace by Jesus Christ, ^ho was Lord of aD, 
both of Jews and Gentiles ; for Christ is Lord of the dead, as well as the 
living ; for he hath all power in heaven and earth given unto hi(n. 

For Moses confessed, Deut. x. 14. and said, * behold the heaven, and 
the heaven of heavens is the Lord thy God's, and the earth, with all that 
therein is.' So here it is clear that the Lord has an eye over all his 
works in his tender mercies ; and, (as Christ saith,) ' not a sparrow shall 
fall to the ground without his will.' 

And the apostle saith, ' though there are diversities of opinions, but it 
is the same God which worketh all in all.' 

Now, if people neglect this work and worker, and follow their own 
works, then they come to condemnation. 

And Christ hath set up his kingdom above sixteen hundred years since, 
and he must reign, till he hath put all his enemies under his feet ; and 
he hath put all things under his feet in the general, though as yet all 
things be not subdued unto him in the hearts of men ; but when all things 
shall be subdued unto him, then shall God be all in all, &c. 

And again, the apostle saith to the Ephesians, how that ' Christ is as- 
cended far above all principalities, powers, and might, and dominion ; 
and every name that is named, not only in this world, but also in that 
which is to come, and hath put all things under his feet, and gave him 
to be the head over all things, &c. and the fulness of him that fiUeth all 
in all.' 

And the apostle saith, ' there is neither Greek nor Jew, circumcision, 
nor uncircumcision, barbarian, Scythian, bond, nor free, but Christ is all 
and in all.' CoL iiL IL 

So mark, Christ is aU, and in all these ; the apostle tells you sa 
And also, the apostle saith, ' for the love of Christ constraineth us ; 
because we thus judge, that if one died for all, then we are all dead ; 
and that he died for all, that they which live, should not henceforth live 
unto themselves, but unto Christ, which died for them, and rose again.' 
2 Cor. V. 14, 15. 

And the apostle saith in Heb. x. speaking of Christ, who saith, ^ I come 
to do thy will, O God ; to take away the first covenant, that he might 
establish the second covenant; by the which will we are sanctified, 
through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.' Mark, 
once for all sacrifices, who ends them, and once for all the sins of the 
whole world, who makes an end of sin, and finishes transgression, and 
brings in everlasting righteousness, as in Daniel ix. 

And the apostle saith, in i/e6. viiL speaking of the new covenant, ' that 
the Lord would put his laws in their nundsi and write them in their 
hearts, &c. and I will be to them a Grod, and they shall be to me a 
people ; and they shall not teach every man his neighbour, to say know 
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the Lord ; for all shall know the Lord, from the least to the greatest' 
Mark this ; it is the days of the new covenant 

And in Ads xvii the apostle saith, that ^ God made the world, and 
all things therein, and is Lord of heaven and earth, and dwells not io 
temples made with hands; but your bodies are the temples of the Lord/ 
as he tells the G>rinthians : * and God is not worshipped with men's hands, 
who gives life, and breath, and all things ; and hath made of one bk)od 
all nations of men to dwell on all the face of the earth ;' and com- 
mandcth all men, every where, to repent, because he hath appointed a 
day, in the which he will judge the world in righteousness by Christ 
Jesus, whom he hath ordained, whereof he hath given assurance unto 
all men ; (or ofTered faith,) in that he hath raised Christ from the dead. 
So it is clear here, the Lord would have none to perish. If by one 
oilcnce, or the transgression of one, death reigned, and had the authority 
upon all men, for all had sinned, and so judgment came upon all men to 
condemnation ; even so by the righteousness of one, to wit, Christ the 
free gift came upon all men to the justification of life. 

So here was the first condemnation, and here is the free gift of righte- 
ousness, (Christ,) that taketh away this condemnation ; and they that 
do not believe in the light, as Christ hath taught, are condemned with 
the light ; and they that do believe in the light, and are become children 
of the light, are saved, as Christ hath taught For the Lord saith^ 
' look unto me, all ye ends of the earth, and be ye saved ; for I am God, 
and there is none ebe.' Isa. xlv. 2. 

For the Lord saith, * I have sworn by myself, and the word b gone 
out of my mouth in righteousness, and shall not return ; that unto me 
shall every knee bow, and every tongue confess, that Jesus Christ is 
Lord, to the glory of God the Father.' PkUi.p iL 11. Isa, xlv. 23. 

And Daniti y'u. 13, 14. speaking of Christ's kingdom; ^ there was 
given unto him dominion, and glory, and a kingdom, that all nations and 
languages shall serve and worship him.' Mark, serve Christ ; that must 
be in his light, grace, spirit, and truth, which is poured upon all, and 
hath appeared unto all, and enlightens all ; and Christ's dominion is an 
everlasting dominion, which shall not pass away, and his kingdom shall 
not be destroyed. Micha iv. viL Luke L 33. Daniel iL 34. 

And David saith, ' sing unto the Lord all the earth ;' then there is 
something in all the earth, that giveth them a sense of the Lord : * for 
the Lord visits the earth, and waters it, and greatly enriches it with the 
river of God, which is full of water.' Psabn Ixv. 9. 

And again, Dand saith, ' make a joyful noise unto God, all ye lands ; 
he ruleth by his power foreter» Us eyes behold the natioiis, Ac. aU the 
earth shall worship thee, aiil shall sing unto thee.' Psalm IzvL Tbm 
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must be in the spirit and truth, in the new covenant, which is poor^ 
out upon all flesh. 

And again, David saith, < O God, let all people praise thee ; oh ! let 
the nations be glad and sing for joy ; for thou shalt judge thy people 
righteously, and govern the nations upon the earth, and all the ends of 
the earth shall fear God.' 

And do not you think, that these prophecies and promises are to be 
fulfilled in the days of the new covenant ? 

And again, it is said, 'all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation 
of our God, and make a joyful noise to the Lord ; all the earth makes a 
loud noise, and rejoice with singing.' 

Here is not some of the earth, but all the earth in this heavenly har- 
mony : and must not this be fulfilled in the days of the new covenant 7 

'The Lord reigns, let the earth rejoice ; let the multitude of isles be 
glad thereof before the Lord ; for he cometh to judge the world with 
righteousness.' Psalm xcvii. and xcviii. 3. 4. 

And the apostle saith, and shews the fulfilling of the prophecies of 
Isaiah concerning Christ, saying, * I have set thee to be a light to the 
Gentiles ;' in another place, * to enlighten the Gentiles ; that thou shouldst 
be my salvation to the ends of the earth.' Acts xiii. 47. Isa. xliz. 6. 

So he that is the light, that lighteth every one that cometh into the 
world, he is the salvation to them that believe in it, and therefore, Jude 
calls it, ' the common salvation.' And the apostle saith, ^ the gospel of 
salvation is preached to every creature under heaven.' 

And in the old covenant the Lord poured his spirit upon the house of 
Israel. And in Ezek. zxxix. this was in the old covenant, to instruct 
them ; but in the new covenant God pours out of his spirit upon all flesh, 
as in Joel iL Acts ii. 17. ' that all flesh might see the salvation of God.* 
Luke iii. 6. 

And the first Adam was made a living soul,, and he died by eating of 
that which God forbid him, and so all died in Adam ; and the last Adam, 
Christ Jesus, was made a quickening spirit ; and it is he that quickens 
them that be dead in sins and trespasses, and makes them alive ; and his 
grace, which brings salvation, hath appeared to all men, for them to 
believe in ; and he doth enlighten every man that cometh into the world ; 
and he saith, ' I am the living bread, which came down from heaven ; 
if any man eat of this bread, he shall live forever ; and the bread that 
I will give, is my flesh, which I will give for the life of the world.' And' 
this made the professing Jews to stui^^ so it doth the christians with- 
out life : for Christ doth not say that JSHMLgive his flesh for the life of 
the saints only, but for the life of the ^^^^Hh^ ^7 eating of that which 
God forbade, came death ; and by eating OT^mt which Christ gives and 
Vol. v.— 53 
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commands, comes life : so they remain in the death fi>r want of bdiev* 
ing and eating, who came into death by disobeying and eating. 

And the Lord said, * I have no pleasure in the death of a sinner that 
dieth, but that he might turn and live.' And again the Lord saitb, 

* have I any pleasure at all, that the wicked should die, and not that he 
should turn from his evil ways and live V this the Lord said to the Jews 
in the old covenant. Ezek. xviiL And hath not he said much more in 
the new covenant ? for doth not Peter say, in his 2d epbtle, chap. liL 

* the Lord is not willing that any should perish, but that all should come 
to repentance :' [mark, alL] So how dare any say, that God wiileth 
and ordaineth the greatest part of men and women for hell and condem- 
nation, and willcth it so to be. And the apostle exhorted Timothy to in- 
struct those that did oppose themselves, if God, peradventure, would give 
them repentance, to the acknowledging of the truth, that they might be 
recovered out of the snare of the devil, that took them captive at his 
will, &c. So here was a possibility. 

And also, Christ sent his disciples to preach repentance ; and Christ 
upbraided the cities, because they repented not. Matt. xi. Mark vL 12. 

And the apostle said, * they preached repentance at Damascus, and at 
Jerusalem, and throughout all the coasts of Judea. and then to the Gen- 
tiles, that they should repent and turn to God, and do works meet for 
repentance.' So he testified and preached repentance, both to Jews 
and Greeks, that they might have faith in the Lord Jesus Christ Acts 
XX. xxvi. 

And the Lord gave Jezabel a space to repent, but Ae repented not 
Rev. iL 

And God poured out his plagues upon the worshippers of idols, and 
the works of their hands, and for their theft, murder, fornication, and 
sorcery, but they repented not Rev. xi. 

And the Lord poured out of his vials of wrath upon the beast and his 
worshippers, which had shed the blood of the saints, and they repented 
not to give glory to God : so here was a warning for them to repent 
Rev. xvL 

And Christ doth encourage to repentance ; ^ for he saith, that joy shall 
be in heaven over one sinner that repenteth, more than over nioety-nine 
just persons, that need no repentance.' Luke xv. 7. 

And the apostle saith to the Romans, < there is no diflerence between 
the Jews, and the Gentiles, and the Greeks; for the same Lord is over 
all, and rich unto all that calleth upon him.' But the apostle saith, 
' how should they call upon him whom tbey have not heard or believed T 
But the apostle answers his ownr question again, and saith, * have they 
not all heard? yes, v^pOj? but they have not all obeyed; for their 
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sound went out into all the earth» and their words unto the ends of the 
world.' Rom, x. 

So you may gee the disobedience of Adam, the disobedience of the 
Jews, and the disobedience of the christians that grieved the LcMrd, his 
prophets, and his apostles, and brought misery upon themselves. 

And the apostle speaking of the unconverted estate both of Jews and 
Gentiles, how that * they were all gone out of the way ; and there was 
none that did good, no not one ; [mark all,] that God might have mercy 
upon all.' [mark, upon all.] And b not the God of truth the God of 
the Jews, and the God of the Gentiles ? so the righteousness of God, 
which is by the faith of Chrbt Jesus, unto all, and upon all them that 
believe ? for there is no difference ; for all have sinned, and come short 
of the glory of God in their unconverted estate ; for the apostle preached 
Christ the hope of glory to the saints ; and they warned every man, and 
teaching every man, &c. that they might present every man perfect in 
Christ Jesus, Col. i. 28. for they were imperfect, in old Adam, in trans- 
gression, though Adam was perfect before transgression ; so it was the 
work of the ministers of Christ to bring every man out of the transgres- 
sion of old Adam, where they were imperfect, and to present them per- 
fect in Christ Jesus. So if God had willed and ordained the condemna- 
tion of some men before the world began, it was in vain for the apostle 
to warn every man to repent, and teach every man, that they might 
present them perfect in Christ Jesus ; and the apostle said, that he wit- 
nessed both to small and great, saying, ' no other things than those which 
the prophets and Moses did say, should come,' speaking of Christ in his 
general doctrine. Acts vi. And Christ said to his disciples, ' behold, (or 
take notice,) I give unto you power, to tread upon serpents and scorpions, 
and over all the power of the enemy, and nothing by any means shall 
hurt you.' Luke x. 19. And Christ the Son of man is come to save that 
which was lost. Matt, xviii. 11. He that hath an ear, let him hear. So 
it seems here was something lost, by the fall of man. And the Samari- 
tans said ,unto the woman, ' now we believe, not because of thy saying, 
for we have heard him ourselves, (to wit, Christ,) and know that this is 
indeed the Christ, the Saviour of the world.' And Jesus himself testified, 
that a prophet had no honour in his own country. And Christ saith, * I 
came not to judge the world, but to save the world ; I am come a light 
into the world, and whosoever believe th in me, shall not abide in dark- 
ness. John xii. 47. And John saith, * we have seen and do testify, that 
the Father hath sent the Son to be a Saviour of the world.' 1 John iv. 
14. And * whosoever shall confess that Jesus is the Son of God, dwell- 
eth in him, and he in God.' [mark, whoeoever.] 

And the apostle saith, ' we trust in the Hvii^^ i^od, who is the Saviour 
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of all men, especially of them that believe ; these things command nnd 
teach,' &c. 1 Tinu iv. 10. 

And the apostle saith, how that ^ Christ hath made peace bj the blood 
of his cross, and by him to reconcile all things to himself, I say, whether 
they be thing:s in earth, or things in heaven.' And the apostle saith, that 
* the gospel was preached to every creature under heaven, whereof, I 
Paul am made a minister.' Co/, i. 20, 23. 

Where arc the ministers nowadays, that have the gospel which is 
preached to every creature under heaven, in which gospel the saints 
are to be settled and grounded, and be not removed from this gospel 
which is preached to every creature under heaven ? those that say, 
that God hath ordained the greatest part of men and women for hell 
and condenmation, have not this gospel to preach to such creatures. 

And the apostle saith, ' that Christ might reconcile both Jews and 
Gentiles unto God, in one body, by the cross, having slain the enmity, 
and so preached peace unto them which were afaroif, and to them that 
are nigh, and to make in himself of twain one new man, and so making 
peace, that through one Christ we both (to wit, Jews and Gentiles,) have 
an access by one spirit unto the Father.' Ephcs. ii. 16^ 17. 

And Clirist saith, * behold, (or take notice,) I make all things new. 
Rev. XXL and 2 Car. iv. the apostle saith, ' old things are passed away, 
behold all things are become new, and all things are of God, who bath 
reconciled us to God, through Jesus Christ, and hath given to us the 
ministry of reconciliation, (to wit,) that God was in Christ, reconciling 
the world to himself, not imputing their transgressions to them; for 
Christ was made to be sin for us, who knew no sin, that we might be 
made the righteousness of God in him.' So Clirist gave hunself to pur- 
chase and redeem man, and so is a purchaser and a redeemer, and gave 
himself a ransom for all. 

And the apostle saith, ^ if the casting away of the Jews be the re- 
conciling of the world, what shall receiving of them be, but life from 
the dead.' Rom. xL He that hath an ear to hear, let him hear. And 
again, doth not the apostle say, ' in due time Christ died for the ungodly P 
Roni. v. so he did not die for the saints onlv. 

And again, doth not the apostle say, ^ when we were sinners, Christ 
died for us ?' and so it » clear, Christ did not die for the elect only. And 
the apostle sjiith, * I will, therefore, that men pray every where, lifting 
up holy hands without wrath and doubting.' 

So if men must pray every where, it must be in the spirit, as the 
apostle exhortcth in another place, to pray in the spirit ; and they must 
be holy hands that must be lifted up to the Holy God ; not bloody hands, 

nor fists of wickedness. , 

.* ■ fr 
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And the grace of God, ^hich brings salvation, having appeared to 
all men, which teaches them how to live, and what to deny ; and Christ 
lightening every man that cometh into the world, saith, ' believe in the 
light while ye have it:' and God poured out of his spirit upon all flesh, 
so that in this spirit men might pray, and serve, and worship the God of 
truth in spirit and in truth. 

They that make sects, are the breeders of enmity ; but God and 
Christ makes no sects, neither doth his grace, which brings salvation, 
that hath appeared to all men ; neither dothiiiis light and life, with 
which he enlightens all ; neither doth his spirit, which he pours upon all 
flesh ; neither doth Christ in his death, who tasted death for every man, 
and gave himself a ransom for alL 

The Son of God was manifest to destroy the works of the devil, the 
destroyer. 1 John iiL 8. 

The Son of man is not come to destroy men's lives, but to save them. 
Luke ix. 56. 

So they that deny the Lord that bought them, bring upon themselves 
swift destruction. 2 Pet. n. \. 6. F. 



A DISTINCTION 

BETWEEN THE NEW COVENANT AND THE OLD ; 

And haw that in the Old CcfDcnantj the Jew$^ Priests* JAps were to Preserve 

the Jews* Peoples Knowledge: 

But in the New and Everlasting Covenant, Christ the High Priest, is the 
treasure of Wisdom and Knowledge, and heflleth the Earth with the Know- 
ledge of the Lord God; and the Earth being full of the Knowledge of the 
Lord God, then tJiere is no want of it in the Earth. And Christ the High 
Priest, he doth not only Jill the Earth with the Knowledge of the Lord God^ 
but corereth the Earth with the Knowledge of the Lord, as the Waters do the 
Sea ; so the Earth shall not be seen. So then it may be seen that the Sub- 
stance in the New Covenant, is far beyond the Figure in the Old Covenant. 

Ready hear^ perceive, and understand, receive and possess. — By G. F. 

It is written in the prophecies of Isaiah, (ch. xi.) where speaking of 
the peaceable kingdom of Christ, that was to come, he saith, ' they shall 
not hurt, nor destroy in all my holy mountain ; for the earth shall be full 
of the knowledge of the Lord, as the waters c qjjaML^ ^ ^^•' ^ this was 
a prophecy of that day to come ; it was not ii 
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But mark, ' in that day (when the earth shall be full of the knowledge 
of the Lord, as the waters cover the sea.') In that day there shall be 
a root of Jesse, which shall stand for an ensign of the people, to it (to 
wit, this ensign,) shall the Gentiles seek, and their rest shall be glorious. 
Now many of the Gentiles have found this glorious rest, and this ensign ; 
and to this ensign do the people gather, and cannot forsake it; and all 
the warriors in the world cannot pluck down this ensign, nor take it 
from the people with their carnal weapons. 

Now this is the day of Christ in his new covenant of light, life, and 
grace, in which the ' earth shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord, as 
the waters do cover the sea.' ( [Mark,] *The earth shall be full of the 
knowledge of the Lord.' So then the earth is not empty, when it is ' full 
of the knowledge of the Lord,' And ' the knowledge of the Lord shall 
cover the earth ;' it shall not only be full of it, but it shall cover the 
earth, so as the earth shall not be seen. ' As the waters do cover the 
sea,' that when you are in the sea you cannot see any land or earth ; so 
shall the knowledge of the Lord be in the new covenant 

For the Lord saith, * I will write my laws in their hearts, and put them 
in their minds, that they shall not need to say unto one another, know 
the Lord, for all shall know me from the greatest unto the least And 
they shall not need every man to teach his neighbour, saying, know the 
Lord.' 

Now mark, if there be no need to say one unto another, or unto their 
neighbour, * know the Lord,' (for the earth shall be full of the know- 
ledge of the Lord ; and the knowledge of the Lord shall cover the earth, 
as the waters do the sea,' in the new covenant of light, life, and grace; 
so that the earth cannot be seen,) thenihere is no need of the priests' or 
teachers' lips to preserve the people's knowledge ; for that was only 
used in the old covenant under Moses : and whilst he was read, the peo- 
ple were under the vail. And, therefore, Christ abolished the first priest- 
hood with his vail, who had the tythes for his work and service, whose 
* lips were to preserve the people's knowledge ;' that was the people 
of the Jews, that particular nation. But Christ in the new covenant is 
the treasure of wisdom and knowledge ; so that in this day of Christt the 
root of Jesse shall stand up as an ensign for the people ; and the Gentiles 
shall seek it, to wit, the nations, which many have found. 

And God hath given Christ for a new covenant to the Jews, not ac- 
cording to the old, and for a covenant of light, to enlighten the Gentiles 
also, who is God's salvation to the ends of the earth : that so in this day 
of Christ, (and salvation,) who is a high priest, holy and harmless, and 
separate from sinners, made higher than the heavens, who is the trea- 
sure of wisdom and kmradedge ; he takes away the vail of Moses, and 
takes away the vail and covering that hath been spread over all natxxis. 
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So it is Christ that fills the earth with knowledge, and that the ' know- 
ledge of the Lord shall cover the earthy as the waters do the sea ;' so 
that in this knowledge, to know God and Christ Jesus whom he hatl^: 
sent, is eternal life. 

So this high priest, Christ Jesus, his work is heyond the Jews' high 
priests, whose ' lips were to preserve the Jewish nation's knowledge ;' for 
Christ the treasure of wisdom and knowledge, fills the whole earth with 
knowledge ; ' and covers the earth with the knowledge of God, as the 
waters cover the sea,' in his day of the new^ovenant. And are not 
these the days of the new covenant, and thq gospel, which is not accord- 
ing to the old ? and then what will all you priests (that are made at 
schools and colleges,) and bishops do in this day, with all your fat bishop* 
rics and parsonages, when that people need not be taught by you the 
knowledge of the I-iOrd? nor need the people send their children to 
schools and colleges, to learn there the arts, and how to teach people the 
knowledge of the Lord, when 'the earth shall be full of the knowledge 
of the Lord,' and covered with it, as the waters do cover the sea, in the 
days of this new covenant : so then there will be no need of your teach- 
ings. And if you come to receive this day in your time, then would not 
you forsake your fat benefices and parsonages, and return unto people 
their tythes, and confess that Christ who is the treasure of wisdom and 
knowledge, in the new covenant, saith, * freely you have received, freely 
give ;' and this commandment of the Lord of lords is not to be broken ; 
and say, there is no need in the new covenant to teach people to know 
the Lord, no, not ' from the least to the greatest of them.' For God hath 
written his law in their heartSi and^put it in their minds, in the days of 
this new covenant ; and they are God^s people, and he is their God, and 
they all know him from the greatest to the least of them : so that this 
new covenant is not according to the Jews' old covenant, amongst that 
particular nation of the Jews, who had a tribe of priests and Levites, 
whose ' lips were to preserve the people's knowledge,' for which they 
had their ty t)ies. But Christ is come in his new covenant, and hath taken 
away the first covenant, and abolished it, and disannulled the command- 
ment that gave him his tythes ; and establishes the second and everlast- 
ing covenant, where all shall be taught of God, and saith to them that 
declared this new covenant, and preached his gospel, ^ freely you have 
received, freely give ;' and they were to go and declare this without bag 
or staff. 

So in the new covenant they had no need of purse, silver, bag, or staff; 
for they that preached the gospel, lived of the gospel. So the gospel of 
life and salvation is good news and glad tidings, being preached to and * 
in every creature under heaven ; and the grace of God, which bringeth 
salvation, hath appeared unto all men to teac^ them : ani Christ doth 
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enlighten every man that cometh into the world, with the life in him, 
the wordy by which all things were made to believe in, and to give them 
knowledge. So this high priest is he, that filleth and ' covereth the earth 
with the knowledge of the Lord, as the waters cover the sea,' so that 
the earth shall not be seen ; and so he both * gives and preserves the 
people's knowledge.* And in these days of Christ, in his new covenant, 
God pourcth out his spirit upon all flesh, to instruct, teach, and lead them, 
hy which spirit * sons and daughters may prophesy, and the old men may 
dream dreams, and the young men, and Imnd-maids, and servants may 
see visions,' by the spirit which God hath poured upon them, and hath 
given them a spiritual knowledge, and which spirit reveals the things of 
God unto them, and lends them into all truth. For in the old covenant the 
Lord poured out his spirit upon the house of Israel, and gave them of hb 
good spirit to instruct them, though they rebelled against it ; but in his 
new covenant, which is not according to the old, he pours out of his spirit 
not only upon the Jews, but upon all tlcsh of other nations, as well as 
the Jews, that all flesh may see the glory of God, and see their salvation. 
For the lx>rd saith, in Jsu. xlix. 26, * all flesh shall know, that I, the Lord, 
am thy Saviour and Kedcemcr, the mifrhty one of Jacob.' And again, 
in Jya. xl. 5. the I-ord saith, * every valley shall be exalted, and every 
mountain and hill shall be laid low, and the crooked shall be made 
straight, and the rough plain ; and the glory of the Lord shall be reveal- 
ed, all flesh shall see it together, for the mouth of the Lord hath spoken 
it.' And is not this the gospel-day of Christ in his new covenant? and 
must it not be fulfilled ? but your moantains and hills must be laid down, 
and your crooked ways and natures must be made straight, smooth, and 
plain, before this glory of the Lord be revealed, and that all flesh come 
t<JLSpe it. 

And in Luke iiL 6. it is said, where he speaks of the fulfilling of Isa, xl. 
how ^all flesh shall sec the salvation of God.' Again, ha. IxvL 18, 26. 
the Lord saith, * all flesh, shall come to worship before me : and the 
Lord saith, it shall come to pass, that I will gather all nations and 
tongues, and they shall come and see my glory, and I will set him Cor 
a sign among them,' speaking of Christ And the Lord saith, * hk peo- 
ple's wilderness shall be like Eden, and their desert as the garden of 
the Lord.' Isa. li. 3. And are not these the days of the new covenant, 
and to be fulfilled ? G. F. 

Swarthmore^ the 4th month, 1679. 
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A Warning to all thai profess Christianity^ and others^ to beware of drodt- 

ousnessj which is Idolatry, — By G. F. * 

All people that do profess Christ, and Christianity, this is a warning 
to you all, to take heed of covetousness ; for covctousncss was forbidden 
both in the Old Testament and the New, and by the law of God, and by 
Christ and his apostles. 

For the apostle saith, ' covetousness is idolatry ;' and both to the ru- 
lers, priests, teachers, and people in the Old and New Testament^ that 
idolatrous practise was forbidden. 

And Christ saith, ^ it is one of those evils, that defiles a man, that 
comes out of him.' 

And the Lord sniti in his law, and ten commandments, ^ thou shalt not 
. covet thy neighbour's house, thou shalt not covet thy neighbour's wife, 
nor his man-servant, nor his maid-servant, nor his ox, nor his ass, nor 
any thing that is thy neighbour's.' 

Now, if this covetous spirit be kept down, then the idolator is kept 
down, and that idol out of the heart. 

Also, theft and stealing was forbidden in the old covenant, and so it is 

in the new ; and all are. to labour in the thing that is good. 

ti Likewise, adultery was forbidden in the old covenant, and so it is in 

i; the new ; yea, and more than outward adultery : for, ^ he that looks 

after a woman to lust after her/ in the new covenant, Christ saith, * he 

hath committed adultery with her already in his heart' 

And * bearing false witness apuiOithis neighbour,' was forbidden in the 
old covenant, and so it is in the new? for all are to speak truth to their 
neighbour, and lie not 

And the Lord saith, in the Old Testament, < thou shalt not kill.' i^ 

The apostle saith, in the new covenant, ^ they did not wrestle with 
flesh and blood ; and their weapons were not carnal, but spiritual ;' and 
Christ forbids wrath in the new covenant, Slc. 

And Samuel, who was a judge and a prophet, who judged Israel, 1 
SanL xii. 3. Samuel said, ^ I am old and gray-headed, and I have walked 
before you from my childhood unto this day ; whose ox or ass have I 
taken t or whom have I defrauded or oppressed ? or of whose hand have 
I received any bribe to blind my eyes therewith V and the children of 
Israel answered and said, ' thou hast not defrauded nor oppressed any of 
us, neither hast thou received ought at any man's hand.' &c. 

Now here was a prophet, and a priest, and a judge, clear from that 
^4 idolatry of covetousness; and hath not he outstripped many of them 
jMh which now call themselves prophets and priests, judges and teachers, 
)S ftat profess the new covenant ? 



T. 4 . . 



VOL.V. 



. ^"\ . X. 



426 

And David said, * incline nny heart unto thy testimonies, and not to 
covetousncs:'.* Psalm cxix. 30. 

So, if the hearts of all who profes? Christianity, were inclined to the 
testimony of Jesus, the spirit of prophecy, that would keep down the 
earthly spirit of covetousne??, which is idolatry. 

And as Solomon saith, in Proi\ xxviii. 10. * he that hateth covetous- 
ncss, shall prolong his days.' Then he that lovcth covetousness, which 
is idolatry, shall not prolong his days. 

And Jeremiah cried out against the Jews in the old covenant, and 
said, 'from the trrcatest to the least of them, the prophet and the priest, 
every one of them was given to covetousness, and to deal falsely.' Jer. 
vi. 13. and fsa, Ivi. 11. 

And yet, these priests and prophets, from the greatest to the least of 
them, could make a profession of the old covenant. 

And let the priests, and prophets, and people, that profess the new 
covenant, see if they he not given to this idolatry of covetousness, which 
was hated and Ibrbidden of (Jod and Chrbt, and his people, prophets, 
and apostles. 

And Jeremiah further cries out against the Jew, in Jer, xxii. 17. and 
said unto them, * thine eyes and thy heart are for thy covetousness, and 
for shedding of innocent blood, and for oppression, and for violence.' 

Now this was the Jews condition in the old covenant, when they for- 
sook God, and his law and spirit. 

And now, let all who profess themselves christians, in whom Girist 
doth not reign, which are not guided by the spirit of God, as the pro- 
phets and apostles were, search and try themselves, if the fruits of their 
eyes and hearts, and the fruits of the spirit that was in the Jews, doth 
oot appear, and is manifest in them, a spirit that lusts to do violence and 
oppression, and a spirit of covetousness, and of persecution, and of shed- 
ding innocent blood, which was forbidden by God and his prophets in 
the old covenant, and by Christ and his apostles in the new covenant, 
and by them abhorred and cried out against. But what was the end 
of the Jews which followed after that wicked spirit, and went from the 
Lord ? 

And do those called christians, think in their profession of the new 
covenant, that they must have liberty in these evil things now, ^hkh 
were forbidden in the time of the old law and covenant? no, no; thej 
are much more forbidden in the new. 

And the Lord said unto Kzekiel, ' that the Jews would come and sit 
before liim as the Lord's people, and they would hear his words, butthej 
will not do them ; and with their mouths they would shew much lore, 
but their hearts went after their covetousness.' Ezek. xxxiii. 31. } 

Now will not the priests and professors of Christendom, hear andttiy 
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the words of the new covenant and gospel, and appear to shew much 
zeal and love for the words of the New Testament, but they will not do 
them nor practice them ; for their hearts and eyes go after their covct- 
ousnessy which is idolatry. 

For have not you, that profess the new covenant in words, done as 
they that professed the old in words, even coveted goods, fields, houses, 
and taken by violence, and oppressed a man in his heritage, and devised 
iniquity, and wrought evil upon your beds, and in the morning-light have 
practised it, because you had power in your hands ? 

And was not woe pronounced against such, that professed the old 
covenant, and yet walked contrary to it; and much more against all 
such, as are found in these practices now, who profess the new. Micha ii. 

And Ilabakkuk cries, ' woe to him that covets an evil covetousness to 
his house, that he may set his nest on high, that he may be delivered 
from the power of the evil,' &c. Hab. ii. 9. he tells them, ^ the stone shall 
cry out of the wall, and the beam of the timber shall answer it against 
them.' 

And therefore, let such covetous persons, that profess Christianity^ 
hearken and hear, if the stones out of the viery wall do not cry out 
against you, and the beam of the timber does not answer it? 

And Christ saith, in Mark vii. ^ that which cometh out of the man from 
within his heart, defileth the man, (to wit,) evil thoughts, adultery, for- 
nication, murder, theft, covetousness, wickedness, deceit, blasphemies, 
pride, foolishness, and an evil eye :' now these are the evils that de- 
file men, which the devil, the serpent, who is out of the truth, hath 
wrought in man's heart, both in Adam and Eve, and the Jews, and the 
christians that go from God, and disobey his voice and command : for 
neither God nor Christ wrought any of these evil things in man in the 
beginning, nor since, who is the author of all good. And therefore, these 
evil things must be purged out of man by Christ's blood and baptism, 
and by the mortitication and circumcision of the spirit of God. 

And Christ said unto them, (to wit, the Jews,) * take heed and beware 
of covetousness ; for a man's life consists not in the abundance of the 
things which he doth possess.' Luke xii. 15. 

Oh ! that all that are called christians, and all people, would consider 
this blessed doctrine of Christ the heavenly man ; and that they might 
come to understand and know what their life doth consist in ; then they 
would take heed and beware of covetousness, which is idolatry. 

And the apostle Paul, who had the care of the churches upon him, 
he writes to the Corinthians, * not to keep company with any man that 
is called a brother, that is a fornicator, or covetous, or idolater, or railer, 
or a drunkard, or an extortioner ;* with such an one they were not lo 
much as to eat : for such as professed Christianity, and followed such 
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practises, the saints were neither to eat nor keep company with ; for 
they shamed their profession of Christianity. 

So here the apostles and saints, the true church, bad a judgment given 
them, and did judrre out tlic covetous idolaters, fornicators, drunkards, 
railers, &.c. from having any fellowship with the saints, the true church, 
not as much as to eat with them, nor to keep company with them of 
that spirit : for he saith, ' neither fornicators, nor tiiieves, nor drunkards, 
nor covetous idolaters, railers, nor extortioners, &c. shall inherit the 
kingdom of God.' 

And the apostle told the Corinthians, that * snch were some of them, 
but they were washed, sanctified, cind justified from these things, in the 
name ol'the Lord Jesus Christ, and by the spirit of God.' So these were 
washed from their fornication, covetousncss, idolatry, drunkenness, railing, 
and extortion, and justified in the name of Jesus, and by the spirit of 
God. 

So the a|>ostle here doth not speak of the fornicators, and covetous 
idolaters, and extortioners of the world, which were without; for God 
judgeth such. But the saints, the apostles, and the true church were to 
judge them that practised such things wifliin the church, shewing the 
true chrirstian's church had a power ; and not to keep company nor to 
eat with such, professing Christ, that were of such practises, knowing 
that the unrighteous should not inherit the kingdom of God, nor drunk- 
ards, nor fornicators, thieves, railers, extortioners, nor covetous idolaters; 
they that lived in those evils, were not like to inherit the kingdom of 
God ; for they were deliled, unwashed, and not sancti&ed nor justified, 
die. So that if the saints did keep company, or did eat with such un* 
washed, unsanctified, unjustified persons, or have fellowship with them, 
they took the members of Christ and joined them to an harlot ; for he 
that is joined to an harlot, is one body ; ' for two,' saith he, ' shall be one 
flesh.' And therefore, the saints' bodies are members of Christ ; Grod 
forbid they should be joined to harlots, or that they should make them 
members of an harlot. ' And he that is joined to the Lord, is one spirit:* 
And the saints' bodies are the temples of the Holy Ghost, which pro- 
ceeds from God and (1iri?t, and being bought with a price, the blood of 
Christ, and wa^ihod, and sanctified, and justified in the nameof Jesui 
Christ by the spirit of God, they are to glorify God in their bodies, souls, 
and spirits which are God's which he hath given to them to glorify him 
withal; glory to his name forever. 

And therefore, all this old leaven'of fornication, adultery, theft, covet- 
ousness, idolatry, drunkenness, revelling, extortion, and all unrighteous 
ness, envy, malice, and wickedness, must be purged out, which is the 
world's god the serpent hath wrought in, that they may be a new hunf^ 
and keep the feast of unleavened bread of sincerity and truth : fi>r QlM^ 
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our passover, is sacrificed for us, as you may see in 1 Cor. v. vi. the 
practice of the church in the apostles' days, and which should be so now, 
to keep this heavenly passover with unleavened bread of sincerity and 
truth. 

And further, the apostle tells the church of Corinth, in 2 Cor, vi. and 
explains himself with a great care of the church, that they must not be 
unequally yoked together with unbelievers. So this is an unequal yoke, 
to yoke believers and unbelievers together ; and giveth his reason, and 
saith, 'what fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness? and 
what communion hath light with darkness? and what concord hath 
Christ with Belial? or what part hath a believer with an infidel? and 
what agreement hath the temple of God with idols V 

Now, they that go contrary to the apostle's doctrine* in these things, 
have lost their sense, and sight, and feeling ; for here is no fellowship, 
nor unity, nor concord ; here is no agreement, nor part with such afore- 
mentioned, that are out of the truth ; but they are unequally yoked with 
such who are the temples of the living God, that join with them ; they 
in whom God doth dwell and walk, and he is their God, and they are 
his people. 

' Wherefore, come out from amongst them, and be ye separate, saith 
the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing, and I will receive you, and 
I will be a father unto you, and ye shall be my sons and daughters, saith 
God Almighty.' Here you may see, what the saints, the sons and daugh- 
ters of God, are to forsake, and not to touch, nor make agreement 
with, nor be yoked to, but be separated from, that the Lord God Al- 
mighty may receive them. 

And again, the apostle writes to the Ephesiam, iv. 25. ' that they should 
put away lying, and every man speak the truth to his neighbour ; for 
they are members one of another: and him that had stolen, steal no 
more ; but let him labour, working with his hands the thing that is good. 
And let no corrupt communication proceed out of your mouths, but that 
which is good, tending to edification, which may minister grace to the 
hearers : and all filthiness, foolish talking and jesting, which was not con- 
venient, was to be put away.' And the saints, the church of Christ, was 
not to have any fellowship with such things, the unfruitful works of dark- 
nea, but rather reprove them. * And fornication, and all unclcanness, 
and covetousness, let it not be once named amongst you, as become th 
saints. For this you know, (to wit, the saints, the church of Christ,) that 
no whoremonger, nor unclean person, nor covetous man, which is an 
idolater, [mark, covetous, that is an idolater,] hath any inheritance in 
the kingdom of Clirist and of God.' Here the church of Christ had their 
knowledge, and had their judgment to judge out these things, that kept 
people out of the kingdom of God. And now mark, ' if a covetous man 
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be an idolater/ ns the apostle saith, then all ' covetous men arc idolaten, 
and !*liall not inherit the kingdom of God.' 

And now, let all those that arc called priests, teacher::, ministers, and 
prophi-ts in C'lirUtrndom, sec if their Iriiils do not declare them to be 
covetous and so idolaters, who preach Christ and the apostles' (and seenn 
to have a zeal for their) words; hut how many of them will preach 
without tythes and hire ? and if people will not give it unto them, then 
to spoil their floods, and c!i>t them into prison, yea, till death, as many 
have been, because they would not hold up and feed that idolatrous 
spirit of covetousness in them. When as the apostle commands the 
church, not ' so much as to have fellowship, nor company, nor to eat with 
a covetous person, which is an idolater.' 

And now, if the saints, the true church of Christ, must not eat, nor 
keep company with such, then how must they hear them, or be compel- 
led or forced to hear such ? and knowing that Christ said to his ministers, 
whom he sent forth * freely they had received, freely they were to give ;' 
and they were * neither to provide silver nor gold, nor bag nor scrip ; but 
to enquire who was worthy of their message : and what was set before 
them, that thev were to eat ; and such as were unworthv, that would 
not receive them and their message, they were to shake the dust off 
their feet, which should be a witness against them at the day of judg- 
ment' And the apostles did not cast those unworthy ones, that would 
not receive them, and set meat before them, into prison, as some of your 
ministers do the people of God, because they cannot uphold your covet- 
ous, idolatrous spirit, in t^ivins; you tythes and hire. 

And now, all you that will not preach Christ's and the apostles' words, 
nor pray amongst people, or give them psalms to sing, and sing among 
them, and baptize children, (as you call it,) or sprinkle them, without 
the tenths of people's increase of their labours, and without the tenths 
of the increase of their cattle and goods, and have set wagc*s by the year 
for these things : are not you the covetous idolaters I yea, and cast peo- 
ple into prison, and spoil their goods, and excommunicate them whom 
you do none of these works for, neither have they set you at work, nor 
hired you to do any of these things for them : for do not most people, 
every where, ccncrallv hire vou, and agree with vou for so much in the 
year ? or do not you make friends with great persons, to put you into fat 
benefices ? and instead of enquiring where the worthy people are, are 
not your priests enquiring, where is the greatest benefices, and most tythes 
and incomes ? and then, when you are settled, do not you spoil the goods, 
and cast into prison, such as never hired vou nor hear vou ? and is not 
this contrary to the general command of Christ to his disciples, both to 
the twelve and the seventy ? * freely you have received, freely give,' dfcc. 
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So is it not manifest here, that you are covetoiu idolaters that the aposUa 
speaks against, ' that shall not enter into the kingdom of God.' 

For Peter in his 2d general epistle, 2 Pel. ii. speaks of the false 
prophets and false teachers, and how ' many should follow their pernio 
cious ways, by reason of whom the way of truth should be evil spoken 
of;' which truth the apostles preached freely, as they had received 
freely, according to the command of Christ. And these false prophets and 
teachers through covetousncss should with feigned words make merchan- 
dize of people. For how often have the teachers changed their places 
and ways ? the apostle compares such with the old world, and Sodom, 
and fallen angels that kept not their habitation. And therefore, let the 
teachers in Christendom, who cast into prison and spoil people's goods 
for their bellies, examine and sec if they be not the men. 

And also, the apostle writes to Timothy, in 2 Tim. iii. of such ' covet- 
ous proud boasters, and false accusers, and fierce despisers of them that 
were good, and which were heady, high-minded lovers of pleasures more 
than lovers of God; that had the form of godliness, (which was the form 
of Christianity,) but denied the power thereof; from such the saints, 
(the true church,) were to turn away.' For he likened them to Jannes 
and Jambres, that withstood Moses, who were men of corrupt minds, 
and did resbt the truth, and were reprobate concerning the true faith ; 
these led such captive who were laden with sins, and led about with 
divers lusts, always learning, and were never able to come to the know- 
ledge of truth ;' and how should they, being destitute thereof themselves, 
and men of corrupt minds, bring any into the truth and the faith, when 
they are out of the true faith themselves, and tell people, ' they must 
carry a body of sin and death to the grave with them ;' and others say, 
* they must have a purgatory when they are dead :' and such are repro- 
bate from the apostle's doctrine and faith, which is the victory, and in 
the damnable heresy. But the apostles exhorted the saints, ' to walk 
in the light, and the blood of Jesus Christ should cleanse them from all 
sin.' 

And the apostle told the church, * that they were washed, cleansed, 
sanctified, and justified,' &c. and this was whilst they were upon the 
earth. And he tells the Ephesians, the saints, ' you that were sometimes 
darkness, now are you light in the Lord.' 

And the apostle writes to Timothy, 1 Tim. v. ' having food and rai- 
ment, let us therewith be content ; and godliness with contentment is 
great gain : but they that will be rich, fall into temptations and snares^ - 
and into many foolish and hurtful lusts, which drown men in destruction . 
and perdition : for the love of money is the root of all evil, which while 
some coveted after, they have erred from the faith, and pierced them- 
selves through with many sorrows. But thou, O man of God, flee fliese 
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things, and follow after righteousness, godliness, faith, love, patience, 
meekness. This is the man of God's path, and to flee covetousness, and 
the love of money, and such as make gain their godliness ; for such are 
dci^titiite «)f llic truth : and this should be the practice of all true chris- 
tians now. 

And do not the men of the world, with the covetous priests and teach- 
ers, and others fly after riches and money, instead of flying from it 1 and 
after gain sup|>o5ing it to be godliness ? and is not this a mark, that such, 
have erred from the true faith, and are fallen into hurtful lusts, which 
drown them in destruction and perdition, by falling into a temptation 
and a snare, in coveting after riches and the love of money, which is 
the root of all evil I hath not the root of this evil been manifest by the 
teachers of the world, and other people ? the priests and teachers by 
destroying people for their bellies; and the people by coveting and en- 
croaching^ other people's goods, and so destroy their own and others too:t 
the teachers and others &hewin5C, that thev are erred from the faith"^' 
which Chri?t is the author and finisher of, who saith, *freelv vou have 
received, freely give; and beware of covetousness.' For the apostle 
saith, ^ a hi?hop must not bo a striker, nor greedy of filthy lucre, nor a 
brawler, nor covetous ; but he must hold fast the faithful word, and be 
blameless:' and such bishops and elders, teachers and deacons, were 
Timothy and Titus to ordain, as you may sec, in 1 Tim. iii. and Titus L 
And they were to hold the mystery of faith in a pure conscience : and 
therefore, how can any bi^shops and teachers, elders or deacons be the 
succeeders of them, that the apostles, and Timothy, and Titus ordained, 
that arc strikers, persecutors, covetous and greedy of filthy lucre, yea, 
and cast people into prison whom they do not oversee, nor teach, nor 
preach to I are not such erred from the faith, the evil beasts and slow- 
beliies, that suppose gain to be godliness, that serve not the Lord Jesus 
Christ, but their own bellies, which the apostle bid Titus, 'rebuke 
sharply.' And now you may see such as coveted to be rich, and were per- 
secutors and strikers, and greedy of filthy lucre, such Timothy and Titus 
were not to ordain bishops and teachers, elders and deacons ; for such 
were erred from the faith; then they were not like to hold the mystery 
of faith in a pure conscience, which Christ is the author and finisher of, 
who saith, * freely you have received, freely give/ For the apostle, in 
Acts XX. saith, that 'he was pure from the blood of all men;' he took 
the church to record, * that he had coveted no man's silver, gold, nor ap* 
parel ;' and said, ' that the church knew themselves, that his hands had 
ministered unto his necessities, and them that were • with him.' Now 
here was a clear free minister of Chri?t. And now let the bishops, priests, 
and teachers, &c. in Christendom, try themselves and their practice by 
the Kripture, and the apostle's example, and the conrunand of Girist, 
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who saith, ' freely you have received, freely give.' Can you say, that 
you have coveted no man's silver, gold, nor apparel, either of your own 
people, nor others, whom you have not preached to? can you say, you 
are clear from the blood of all men, as the apostle said, and call the 
christians to record ? if you do say you are ; will not the gaols testify 
against you, and the courts, and your own hearts and consciences also 
will witness against you ? and how rpany have been persecuted and 
prisoned by you till death, for not giving you money and ty thes, whom you 
do not work for ? what persecuting and hauling before courts have you 
made ? you cannot call the christians to record, * that you are clear from 
tlic blood of all men, that you covet no man's silver, gold, nor apparel, 
and that you labour with your hanc^ for your own necessities and others, 
and that you are not greedy of filthy lucre, and are not strikers and 
persecutors, nor are they that covet after money and the richea of 
this world ; and that you do not give freely/ as Christ commands, mani- 
festing that you have not received freely from him ; but that you are 
erred from the faith* of Christ, (by which the apostles lived,) and from 
the conversation of the saints in the primitive times. For the apostle 
saith to the church, ' let your conversation be without covetousness, and 
be content with such things as you have.' And the Lord saith, ' I will 
never leave thee, nor forsake thee. Iltb. xiiL 5. and Josh. L 5. And so, 
this should be the conversation of all that profess Christ Jesus, and then 
they would covet after the best gifts, and not after the earthly things, 
and follow after love and charity. 

And the apostle saith, ' be ye followers of me, even as I am also of 
Christ. And so it is clear the church of the true christians is not to 
follow any teacher, but as he followeth Christ in his life, faith, practise, 
and doctrine. And if they make a profession of the form of godliness, 
without the power, and spirit, and truth, they were to turn away from 
them, and not to follow them : but as every one hath received Christ 
Jesus, so walk in him in humility. 6. F, 

The 5th month, 1679. 
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THE MAN CHB18T JESUS THE HEAD OF THE CHUBGHf 

And true Mediatory in opposition to the Papist Head, their Pope : Prayers (o, 
and for the Dead, their Shaved Crozptis, and Saints' Relics^ and Purga- 
tory, dispr<Ked to he Christian or Judaic, consequently Heathenish or 
Pagan, by Scripture Testimony. — By ®. F. 

Where did ever any, (or where is there any proof, that either in the 
old world to the flood, or from the flood to the coming of the children of 
Israel out of Egypt, or from their coming out of Egypt unto Christ, and 
from Christ all the apostles' days,) pray unto the dead, or to saints and 
angels, as in this night of apostacy since the apostles' days, as the apostates 
from Christianity, called papists do ? or where did ever any go to graves 
for dead men's bones, or holy relics, (as they are called,) in all those 
ages aforementioned, and say, there was virtue in them to work mira- 
cles by, as the papists s^iy they have done, in the apostacy since the 
apostles' days. 

And where did ever any, either in the old world, or »nce, in the 
prophets' and apostles' days, pray to any saint ? or make any saint a me- 
diator, (but only Christ Jesus,) as the papists in the apostacy do. 

For doth not the Lord say in his law, ' whosoever touches the dead 
body of a dead man, and purifleth not himself, and defileth the taber- 
nacle of the Lord, that soul shall be cut off from Israel, because the 
water of separation was not sprinkled upon him T And if a man died in 
a tent, all that came into the tent and all that was in the tent was un- 
clean seven days ; yea, every open vessel that was not covered was un- 
clean, JVumb. i. and whosoever touched a dead man that was slain with 
the sword in the field ; or a bone of a man, or a grav^, shall be unclean 
seven days. And the water of purification was to go upon them :' now 
seven is perfect ; so the perfection was to go upon them before they 
were made clean again. 

And Moses, when the children of Israel had been at battle with the 
. Midianites ; he bid them, ^ abide without the camp seven days : and who- 
' soever touched any slain, they were to purify themselves, and to purify 
their raiments,' as in Numb, xxxi. Yea, all their gold and silver, brasBy 
iron, tin, and lead, which they had taken from the unclean heathen, thejr 
were to make it go through the fire, and then it should be clean ; and 
it must be purified by * water of separation ; for that which could not 
abide to go through the fire must go through the water.' 

And saith the Lord, ' ye shall wash your clothes, and after seven days 
ye shall be clean, and then come into the Lord's camp. 

Now if the war In the old covenant was to be so holy and clcaDt and 
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all the people were to be so holy and clean ; then what is the spiritual 
war in the new covenant ? must not perfection go upon every one, be- 
fore they can be clean, to enter into God's camp ? must not their inward 
clothing be washed, as they washed the outward ? and must not they 
pass through the fire of his baptism, and holy water of his word, before 
they can come into the camp of God, and to his tabernacle '^ for the 
seventh day was a day of washing and of purifying in the old covenant, 
yea, himself and his clothes. And if he did not wash himself and his 
clothes, if he touched a grave, or a dead man*s bone, or been in a tent 
where a dead man lay, or had been in thq war where dead men were ; 
if he purified not himself, he was to be cut off from the congregation ; 
because he had defiled the tabernacle of the Lord, and the water of 
separation had not been sprinkled upon him. 

And therefore, if they were to be so clean and holy in the old cove- 
nant, with these outward washings ; much more ought they to be clean 
in the new covenant, with the heavenly washings, with the hdy water 
of the word ; and if they be not washed with this water of the word» 
and the blood of Jesus, are they not cut off from the holy and clean- 
congregation, and from God's tabernacle spiritually in the new cove- 
nant ? for God set his outward tabernacle in his congregation, in the old 
covenant. Levit.xxyL 11. But God sets the heavenly tabernacle amongst 
his holy and clean congregation, in the new covenant, that he hath con- 
gregated together with his spirit. And therefore, all they now that run 
to graves for dead men's bones, and call them relics, and pretend to 
do miracles by them ; are they not below the law of Grod in the old cove- 
nant, and defilers of that tabernacle, and cut off from the congregation 
of the old covenant ? and then much more far off the congregation of 
the new covenant ; though in words they may profess it 

And the Lord saith» ' every leper, and every one that hath an issue, 
or is defiled by the dead, whether male or female, shall be put out of 
his camp, that they should not defile his camp,' Numb. v. 3. as Miriam 
was put out seven days for her leprosy and disobedience. For, saith the 
Lord, ' I will dwell in the midst of you.' 

So see what a care of holiness and cleanness was to be in the camp of 
the old covenant ; much more in the new, of inward leprosies and issues, 
who are defiled by dead Adam, they must be purified by the water of 
the word, and the blood of Jesus the second Adam, before they can come 
into his holy camp. And who have been in the spiritual war, with the 
spiritual wickedness, if that they have touched the dead, or his bone* 
or his grave, they are defiled, till they be purified by the water of the 
living word, which was before the dead was, or bis bone or grave either : 
for the Lord saith, ^ touch not the unclean thing, and I will receive you.* 
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2 Car. vi. 17. And David ssiith, * the heavens are the Lord% but the 
earth he hath given to the children of men. The dead praise not the 
Lord, neither any that go down into silence.' Psalm cxv. 16, 17. Then 
why should any a«k counsel of the dead, and pray unto the dead, if they 
praise not the I^rd ? Again, ^ David saith, the slain that lie in the grave 
God rcmcmbercth no more, they arc cut off from his hand.' Psalm. 
IxxxviiL 5. 

And therefore, how can the dead be mediators 7 and are not they dead 
in sins and trespasses, that run to the graves for dead men's bones, and 
call them holv relics ? 

And again, David saith, * they that join themselves to Baal Peor eat 
the sacrifices of the dead ; and the dead praise not the Lord.' Psalm 
cvi. 28. 

So here you may sec they that joined to Baal Peor, did not join to the 
Lord, nor sacrifice to him, but such were dead from the Lord, and did 
eat the sacrifices of the dead. And are not all they that profess them- 
selves christians in the new covenant as dead, that either pray or offer 
to the dead ? nay, are thoy not worse and more dark than tbev, be* 
cause they profess a higher and greater thing, than they in the old cove- 
nant? 

And David said, < thou shalt guide me with thy counsel, and after re- 
ceive me into glory.' Psalm Ixxiii. 24. 

So here you may see, all must be guided by God's counsel, if they will 
be received into glory ; and not be guided by the counsel of the dead, 
but by the counsel of the Uving God : < but such as forget the works of 
the Lord, they wait not for his counsel to be guided by it Psalm cvL 13. 
And Isaiah saith, ^ let the counsel of the Holy One of Israel draw nigh, 
and come that wc may know iL' ha, v. 19. 

And so, these waited for counsel from God, and not from the dead. 
And did not the apostate Jews in the days of Isaiah, seek unto n^izards 
and familiar spirit*^, that peeped and muttered 7 and were not all those 
judged in the old law I and are they not much more in the days of the 
gospel, the power of God ? for does not Isaiah say, ' when they shall say 
unto you, ask counsel of them that have familiar spirits, and unto wiz- 
ards that peep and mutter : then make them this answer, is there a peo- 
ple any where that asketh not counsel of their God, shouM men run to 
the dead from the livins;.' 

And therefore, he saith further, < to the law and to the testimony's 
they speak not according to this word, it is because there is no light or 
morning in them.* ha, viii. 

Now here it may be seen, there were some that taught this doctriae 
to seek after, and unto wizards and familiar spirits; and therefcMne, the 
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prophet thought strange for the living to seek to the dead ; and there- 
fore, such were dark, and had no morning in them, that were gone both 
from the law and testimony. 

And hath not God given Christ to be a counsellor, and are not all to 
ask counsel of him, and so not of any dead saint ? 

And the Lord said, ' his people asked counsel of their stocks, and their 
staff hath declared to them, and burn incense upon hills under oaks, and 
sacrifice with harlots, the spirit of whoredom having caused them to err. 
And this was when they were gone a whoring from God in the old 
covenant ; and these were the people that were gone from the counsel 
of the Lord, and from true understanding ; therefore, the Lord said they 
should fall. 

And hath not the spirit of whoredom caused them to err, that ask 
counsel of painted pieces of wood and images ? and that pray before the 
dead pictures and images ? but such as do so now, know not the thoughts 
of the Lord, neither understand they his counsel, no more than the apos- 
tate Jews did of old. Hosea iv. 11, to 14. 

And Christ counselled the Laodiceans, saying, ^ I counsel thee to buy 
of me gold tried in the fire,* Sue. Rev. iiL IS. And therefore, all are to 
take and ask Christ's counsel for this gold. And Paul said unto the 
church, *he had declared unto them all the counsel of God.' Ads xx, 27. 
And never did the apostle in all the counsel of God (that he had de- 
clared,) say, that it was the ' counsel of God,' that they should set up 
images, or pray to saints, or go to the graves of the saints for their bones, 
or set up any saint to be a mediator after they are deceased ; or set up 
crosses, that they should bow before them, or to the images of saints, or 
pray to the dead ; or that the priests or ministers of Christ should shave 
their heads : he declared no such counsel from God, in all his epistles 
and preachings. 

And in Jen xlix. 20. he exhorted them there to hear the counsel of 
the Lord ; and the Lord saith, ' woe unto the rebellious children that 
take counsel, but not of me ; that cover with a covering, but not of my 
spirit, that they may add sin to sin.' Isa. xxx. 31. 

So these are rebellious children, that take not counsel of the Lord, 
and cover not with his spirit ; such go down to Egypt for strength, and 
not to the Lord ; and therefore, woe proceeds against them in the old 
covenant, much more in the new covenant, that take not counsel of 
Christ, whom God hath given for a counsellor, * the Prince of peace.' 
' I$€u ix. 6. 

But there were people in the old covenant, that professed it, and lived 
not in it And so there is now a people that profess the new covenant, 
and yet live not in it, that set at naught God*s and Christ's counsel, * and 
would none of his reproof.' Prov. i 30. For the Lord saith, * they would 
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have none of my counsel, they despised all my reproof.' And these are 
such as hate knowledge, and choose not the fear of the Lord ; and there- 
fore, shall they eat the fruit of their own ways, and be filled with their 
own devices, and so not with the treasure of life. 

And Judah, when they kept in the fear of the Lord, they gathered 
themselves together to ask counsel of the Lord in the days of Jehoshaphat, 
and the Lord was their counsellor. So they did not go to ask counsel 
of the witch to raise up dead Samuel, as Saul did, when he had disobeyed 
the Lord. So Saul that disobeyed, and went to the witch to ask counsel 
of the dead, and not of the Lord, he had no victory : but these that 
asked counsel of the Lord, they had the victory. 2 Chron. xx. 4. 

And you may see they asked counsel of the Lord, whether their way 
was to be prosperous or no. Judges xx. 23. So they did not go to ask 
counsel of the dead. 

And Christ saith, ' whatsoever things ye shall ask in prayer, believing, 
ye shall receive.' But they must ask of God through him. Matt. xxi. 22. 

And Christ saith, ' whatsoever ye shall ask in my name, that I will do, 
that the Father may be glorified in the Son ; and if you shall ask anj 
thing in my name, I will do it' John xiv. 13. 

So here it is clear, that all the true christians must ask in Christ's 
name ; and he hath taught so, and exhorted to it, and not in any saint's 
name, or angel. 

And Christ exhorts again, saying, ' ask, and it shall be given you ; and 
every one that asketh receiveth.' Matt, vii. And Martha's faith was so 
firm, that she said, *• she knew whatsoever Christ did ask of God, he 
would give it' John xi. 22. 

So here you may see, Christ was the counsellor, in whose name people 
were to ask in the new covenant ; and God's people in the old covenant 
were forbidden using enchantments, or observing of times ; and were 
forbidden having regard to wizards, or seeking after familiar spirits, ' for 
I am the Lord your God ;' and him they were to seek unto, (saith 
the Lord.) And likewise in the old covenant the Lord forbids his people 
from making any cuttings in the flesh, or prints, or marks upon them for 
the dead. Levit. xix. 28. * for they were to be an holy people' in the old 
covenant, so much more in the new. 

And the Lord said, ' ye shall not make baldness upon your heads, nor 
make any cuttings in your flesh.' 

Now the Lord did forbid his people from doing these things in the old 
covenant, so much more in the new. And therefore, all you that shave 
your heads, and make them bald, and make cuttings in your flesh with 
whips or otherwise, are not you judged by the law of God, to be out of 
the practice of the old covenant 7 and so, short of the new, in the prao> 
tice of the heathen, and not in the practice of the old covenant nornewT 
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Object And now if any of you should object, that Paul did ihave his 
head after he was a christian. Acts xxi. 

Answer. The cause of that act of his, was thb, viz. there was a re- 
port amongst the Jews, that he taught against the law of Moses, and 
was against circumcision ; and therefore, James and the elders did advise 
Paul, saying unto him, ' purify thyself, and shave thy head,' and the rest 
that were with him, that they might seem to walk orderly according to 
the law of Moses : and this they desired him to do, that they might say, 
' here is four men which have a vow upon them.' And Paul did so, with 
the rest that were -with him ; and they that were with him, entered into 
the temple to signify the accomplishment of the days of purification, 
until an offering should be offered for every one of them, and then the 
apostle standing up amongst them, pleading his cause when they were 
offering up an offering for him, against whom he said they had nothing 
except for this one vow, touching the resurrection of the dead, touching 
which, said the apostle, * I am called in question of you this day.' Acta 
xxiv. 21. 

So, though the apostle did condescend to the Jews, to shave his head, 
and purify himself. Acts xxL 24. and JVumb. vi. 13, 18. Yet when they 
came to ofier an offering for him, he was made to trample down all that 
he did in that thing, and to preach Christ the resurrection, who was the 
offering once for all. 

And his so yielding to their weakness, was the means of his being 
taken prisoner, and like to have been killed also, by his persecutors, the 
Jews ; and so he was tossed up and down, till he was brought prisoner 
to Rome, fiut the command of the Lord was, ' that they should not 
shave their heads, but only pole them ;' and therefore there is an ex- 
press command of God against shaving of their heads. Ezek. xiiv. 20. 

Now Paul shaving of his head under a vow, was according to the Na- 
zarites shaving of their heads under a vow. Actb xviii. 18. For all the 
days of their separation, there was ' no razor to come upon their heads,' 
neither were they to come near any dead body, no, not so much as their 
father or mother, sister or brother ; for the ^ consecration of his God 
was upon his head ;' and if a man died suddenly by him, he defiled his 
head of consecration ; and then he was to shave his head in the seventh 
day of his cleansing. 

And again. Numb, vi. ' the Nazarite shall shave his head at the door 
of the tabernacle of the congregation, and shall take the hair of his head 
of his separation, and shall put it into the fire, which is under the sacri- 
fice of his peace-offering.' So this was the law of God to the Nazarites, 
who were under a vow < to shave their heads,' else by the law of God, 
the priests were not to shave their heads, as may be seen in Ezek. xliv. 
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So, for priests to shave their heads, is neither a gospel command, nor 
law of God, except such as were under a vow, as aforesaid. 

But do all the priests, and otiicrs, that shave their heads now, do it as 
under the vow of the Nazaritus I and do they not come near anv dead, 
let them he ever so near a kin I and when tliev shave their heads, do 
they siliavc them at the * door of the tahcrnacle of the congregation,* the 
place of shaving ? and do they burn their hair under the sacrifice of the 
peace-ollcring t and if so, do not they deny Chri>t come in the flceh, who 
hath ^otfcred up himself once for all !* who cleanses with his blood, and 
washes with the water of his word ; with which they must be cleansed, 
before they can come into his tabernacle and congregation. 

So shaving of heads, to priests and others, and making bald their heads, 
was forbidden by the law of God, except it was such as were under the 
vow before-mentioned, and the Xazarites : and when they did shave 
their heads for their separation, they were to burn it under the sacrilicc 
of the peace-oilering, as aforesaid. And this ^havihg of these .\azariles, 
and those under this vow, it was to be done before the * door of the taber- 
nacle of the congregation,* and not in a private house. So this was the 
cause of the shaving of heads ; else the law of God was against it, by 
which the priests were not to shave their heads. Ezek, xliv. 20. 

And the Lord commanded Moses ' to take the Levites from amongst 
the children of Israel, and cleanse them ;' and they were to ' shave their 
flesh, and wash their clothes.' And when they were cleansed, they ofier- 
cd a young bullock for a meat-oflcring, and another bullock for a sin- 
ofieriiig ; and then Aaron oilered the Levites before the Lord, for an 
* offering for the children of Israel, that they might execute the ser\'ice 
of the Lord.' So lierc you may sec, all the Levites must be washed and 
cleansed, and they must oifer up for themselves before they could be 
offered up to the Lord ; and then they might offer the clean oflerings 
for the people. 

So they were not fit for the service of the Lord, till tliey were cleansed, 
J\uinb. viii. 0. And so the Levites were separated from the children of 
Israel, and the Lord said, ^ they are mine.' And now this Levitical 
priesthood being changed, and the law also, by which they were made, 
with all its services, and shavings, and wasliings, and sprinklings, and the 
commandment disannulled that gave him his tythes, by Christ Jesus : 
and so the Levitical priesthood is not to be followed by the true chris- 
tians ; but Christ is to be followed, who came not after the order of Aaron, 
but of the tribe of Judah, who is to be followed and heard in all thing*. 

Now, makmg baldness on the head, was a judgment to some, aa you 
may see in Micah i. 16. For the Lord saith, ^ I will turn your feasts into 
mourning, and your songs into lamentation, and I will bring sackcloth 



* 



A 



441 



upon jour loins, and baldness upon every head.' So that baldness was 
the judgment which the Lord brought upon them, Amos viii. 10. ' and 
they shall cast dust upon their heads, and wallow themselves in ashes; 
and they shall make then^elves utterly bald.' Ezek, xxvii. 30, 9^. and 
viL 17, 18. 'all hands shall be feeble, and all knees shall be weak at 
water : they shall gird themselves with sackcloth, and horror shall cover 
them, and shame shall be upon all faces, and baldness shall be upon all 
their heads.' And in Jer. IxviiL 37. * every head shall be bald, and every 
beard shall be clipped, and upon all hands shall be cuttings, and upon 
ail loins sackcloth,' dLc. So here their baldness was a judgment upon 
them, there was so great a lamentation. And in ha. xxii. 12. ' in that 
day did the Lord of hosts call to weeping, to mourning, to baldness, and 
to girding with sackcloth.' And again, in ha, xv. 2. was not misery the 
cause of their baldness there ? and in ha. iii. 24. when he had reckoned 
up the vanities of the children of Israel, and reproved them ; he told 
them, that ' instead of well-set hair, they should have baldness, and in« 
stead of a stomacher, a girdle of sackcloth,' d^. And in Job L 20. when 
he was in his trials, sufferings, and misery, he ' rent his mantle and shaved 
his head,' dLc. 

So this manner of shaving heads, was sometimes as a judgment, and. 
sometimes through trials and troubles, dLc. and also there was another 
case and example of the women's shaving their heads : when a young 
woman who was not of the Jews, was taken captive, if a man did marry . 
her, she was to * shave her head, and pare her nails, die. and put off biur ^ 
captive raiment, and bewail her father and mother a whole month,' and ^ 
then a Jew in the old covenant might marry her. DeuU xxL 12, 18. ^ 

Now, concerning the law of cleansing of lepers, they that were to 
be cleansed, were to wash their clothes, and shave off all their hair« *'i 
and wash themselves in water, Ltoit. xiv. 8, 9. ' on the seventh day he 
shall shave all the hair off his head, and his beard, and his eye-brows ; 
even all his hair h^ shall shave off, and shall wash his clothes, and hit ^ 
flesh he shall wash in water and shall be clean, and the eighth day the 
priest shall ofier two lambs without blemish for him.' So here you may 
see the ground of the lepers' shaving of their heads, dx. in the old cove- 
nant : but you may see by the law of God, they were not to make bald* 
ness upon their heads, Levii. xxL 5. and x. 27. saying in express words^ 
* ye shall not make baldness upon your heads, nor cuttii^ in your flesh.' 
And in Ezek. Ixiv. 20. there it was said, < the priests were not to shave 
their heads.' So here was an express comnland of God agaiiAt the 
priest's shaving of their heads ; though in some cases, as aforesaid, there 
was the use of shaving in the old covenant But where did ever Oxofk^ 
who sent forth the apostles, give a command, that they should shavs* 
their heads? or where did ever the apostles, after Christ, give any such 
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command in the church ? let us see an order for it from Christ and his 
apostles, you that plead antiquity, and then it will be seen how far 
short your practice of shaving reaches to the apostles* days. 

Andf as concerning asking counsel of the dead : they were not to make 
themselves bald for the dead, nor defile themselves with the dead. Levit, 
xxi. And the sons of Aaron were expressly forbidden, * they shall not 
make baldness upon their heads,' as aforesaid, LeviL xxi. For whatso- 
ever they touched, that was unclean, they were to wash themselves and 
to purify themselves. And the Lord said, ' ye are the children of the 
Lord your God, ye shall not cut yourselves, nor make baldness betwixt 
your eyes for the dead, for thou art an holy people unto the Lord thy 
God, for I have chosen thee to be a peculiar people unto the Lord thy 
God, above all nations that are upon the earth.' Deui. xiv. 1, 2. 

And the high priest was not to go to any dead body to defile himself^ 
neither to his father nor his nK)ther ; neither was he to uncover his head 
or rent his clothes. LeviL xxi. 10, 11. And generally throughout all the 
scriptures, it may be seen how people were to pray unto the Lord, and 
not to any saint ; for they were commanded to ' pray unto the Lord for 
the peace of the city.' Jer. xxiv. 7. And in Job xxxiiL 26. there it is said, 
• pray unto the Lord,' &c. 

And a multitude of scriptures might be brought both in the Old and 

New Testament, how that people were to • pray unto the Lord, and 

. hearken unto his voice ;' and no where in all the scriptures can it be 

^ found, that they were required to pray unto any, but Grod and Christ, 

^ in whose name alone, whatsoever his people asked, it should be given 

H. unto them. 

And in Prav, xxi. 16. ye may see, there were congregations of the 
dead ; *• for,' saith he, ^ the man that wandereth out of the way of under- 
standing shall remain in the congregation of the dead.' And these that 
remain in the congregation of the dead, are wandered both out of the 
way of the old covenant, and the new, and from the light and spirit of 
Christ, which gives the knowledge and understanding of Christ, their 
way to God. And these congregations of the dead can offer but the un- 
lalted and unsavory sacrifice to the dead. And in Eccles, ix. 5, 6. it is 
said, ' for the living know that they shall die, but the dead know not any 
thing, neither have they any more reward ; for the memory of them u 
foreotten ; alio, their love, and their hatred, and their envy is now per- 
ished} neither liave they any more a portion forever in any thing that is 
done under the son.' Then what good do your prayers to them do for 
the dead, if they know not any thing, and have no more a portion for- 
etiff^in any thing that is done under the sun? 

And doth not the angel say, ^ why seek ye the living amongst the 

dead V so the living is not to be sought for amongst the dead. iUid did 

* not the aii^l say, ' he b risen,' to ^em that so sought Qiriit t iuke 



448 



'^'- 



xxiv. 5. And Chrbt is a judge of the quick and dead, who saith* * come* 
unto me, that ye may have life.' So people are not to seek to the dead, bat 
to Christ, who is * alive and lives for evermore.' 2 Tim, iv. 1. and Bet), i 
18. And doth not the Lord say, ' look unto me, all ye ends of the^tarthf 
and be saved.' So they are not then to look unto the dead to be saved, 
but to Christ And ^ none comes to the Son, but whom the Father draws.* 
And,- ^ God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son into 
the world; that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have 
everlasting life.' 

And ye may see how the Jews, after they went from the covenant of 
God, and disobeyed his commands, then they made a covenant with 
death, and were at an agreement with hell, like the apostate christiaDBy 
who are gone out of the new covenant of light, life, and grace. And 
then like the Jews that forsook the old covenant, they make lies tfieir 
refuge, and under falsehood do they hide themselves, making covenants 
with the pope and his substitutes, for the pardon of their sins, past, pre- 
sent, and to come ; who thereby endeavour to make void Christ's pardon 
and forgiveness. But your covenant with death shall be disannulled, and 
your agreement with hell shall not stand ; when the overflowing scoui^ 
shall pass through, then shall ye be trodden down by it, as the rebellioui 
Jews were of old. 

And they that have made a covenant with death, and an agreement 
with hell, in the time of the new covenant, or old, they can offer and 
sacrifice nothing, but what they have out of hell and death, to that 
which they have made a covenant withal. And are not all the enchant- 
ers, sorcerers, and charmers, forbidden by the old covenant ? and were 
not the astrologers, star-gazers, and monthly prognosticators, reckoned 
amongst them ? see Isa. xlvii. 12, 13. where the Lord saith, < thou art 
wearied in the multitude of thy counsels ; let now the astrologers and 
star-gazers, the monthly prognosticators stand up and save thee from 
these things, that shall come upon thee : behold, they shall be stubble, 
the fire shall burn them, they shall not deliver themselves from the power 
of the flame.' 

Therefore, God's people are not to trust in such things, nor follow such 
things in the time of the old covenant nor new. And what could all the 
Egyptians or Babylonian sorcerers do to Pharaoh or to Nebuchadnezzar's 
dream? did not God bring all their counsels to naught? and therefor^, 
all astrologers, sorcerers, enchanters, and witches iWe fnrhiiHcn all 
along, as may be seen in the scriptures ; and makers of jmages aM idols, 
or the likeness of any thing in heaven or in earth ; all those things are 
forbidden by the Lord tfod to be made, served; bowed to, or worsbifipei ; 
for these were the practises of the heathen, and not of the people of 
God, in the old covenant ncM^iD die new. For God will * frustrate the ^ 
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• ' tokent of the liars, and make the diviners mad, and tumeth the wifldom 
of the wise backward, and maketh their knowledge foolishness: jet God 
confirmeth the word of his servants, and performeth the counsel of his 
messengers.' Isa. xliv. 25, 26. And the Lord God saith, ' ye shall not use 
enchantment, nor observe times.' Levit, xix. 26, 31, and 37. ' Bat ye shall 
observe my statutes, saith the Lord : for they that observe lying vanities, 
fiNWike their own mercy.' Jonah iL 8. And the apostle forbidb * obaenr- 
ing of days, months, and times,' Gal. iv. 11. and said, 'he was afraid of 
them, lest he had bestowed his labours of such in vain.' And Christ tells 
ttie Jews, that were in the observation of such things, Luke xviL 20.' the 
kingdom of God comes not with observation.' 

So they that be in such things, and look to find the kingdom of God 
in these things, cannot receive it 

And ye may see, that they who forsook the Lord, and observed time% 
«sed enchantments, and dealt with familiar spirits and wizards; and 
such, at the last, sacrificed their children in the fire, and wrought much 
wickedness in the sight of the Ix>rd, and provoked him to anger. And 
these run into the making of graven images and idols to worship, and 
bowed down to them, and the gods of their own making, tike the heathen, 
who forsook God and his covenant. 2 Kings xxi. 

And there was not to be found amongst God's people in the old cove- 
nant any that used divination, or an enchanter, or a witch, or an ohser- 

^ Ter of times, or a charmer, or consulter with familiar spirits, or a wizard, 
or necromancer, or such an one as made his son or daughter to pass 
through the fire ; for all the^e things were forbidden by the Lord ; and 
all these things ar<3 an abomination to the Lord : ' and because of these 
abominations the Lord thy God hath driven them out from before thee ; 
for these nations, that thou shalt possess, hearkened unto observers of 
times, and diviners. But as for thee, the Lord thy God hath not sufiered 
thee so to do ; thou shalt be perfect with the Lord thy God. For the 
Lord thy God will raise up a prophet unto thee out of the midst of thee, 
^and unto him shall they hearken,' (speaking of Christ in the new cove- 
nant, like Moses in the old,) and in this prophet (that God raises up,) 
Christ Jesus, he will put words in his mouth, and he shall speak unto his 
people in the new covenant all that God commands him, as Moses did 
in the old : who was faithful in his house in the old covenant, as Christ 
is faithful in his house in the new : ' and whosoever will not hearken 
onto my words, saith the Lord, which he (to wit, Christ,) shall speak in 
my name, I will require it of him :' as Moses did speak from the month 
of the Lord in the old covenant ; and those that did not hearken onto 
his words, and obey them in the old covenant, ttie Lord required it of 
them.' Dwt xviii. 

% And God's people were forbidden by the Lord in the oU rovwtnf. 

4)^ 



445 

sayings * ye dball not print any marks upon your bodies, fix* it was the 
works of the heathen/ Levit, xix. And as the Lord's people were for- 
bidden in the old covenant to serve any of the gods of the nations, and 
their manner of living, ways, worships and religions ; so surely much 
more are they forbidden in the new covenant, under Christ the great 
prophet, as you may see throughout the scriptures. 

And you may see the express command of God against images, like- 
nesses, and figures. Dei/t. iv. The Lord commanded Moses in the old 
covenant, to teach the Jews his statutes and judgments, that they might 
do them ; and bid them take heed unto themselves, saying, ' you saw no 
i^anner of similitude in that day when the Lord spoke unto you in 
Horeb, out of the midst of the fire :' therefore, they seeing no similitude 
that day, ' thou shalt not make any graven image, nor the similitude of 
any figure, likeness of male or female, or the likeness of any beast of 
the earth : or the likeness of any winged fowl in the air ; or the like* 
ness of any creeping thing on the ground ; or the likeness of any fish in 
the waters.' 

And thus you may see, that they were forbidden making any like- 
ness of any thing in heaven or earth, lest at the last they should come to 
worship the host of heaven. 

And here you may see, they were not only forbidden the worshipping 
of such things, but the making the likeness of them by the express com- 
mand of God. But oh ! how full of these images and likenesses are the , 
houses of these called christians, whicli were forbidden in the old cove- 
nant? so that it is become a trade amongst such christians to make such 
things, which the Jews in the old covenant were forbidden ; which they 
in the new covenant should much more forbear to do, by applying their 
minds, ears, and eyes to Christ, the great prophet, and hearken unto 
him, who renews them up into the image of God. 

Now concerning purification, purging, and cleansing : if the Lord had 
intended a purgatory after people are dead to purge them in, which the 
scripture no where speaks of, what needed all these purifications in thtt^ 
time of the law ? JVumb. xix. 9. 2 Chron. xiii. 19. JVeh. xii. 45. LevO^ 
viiL 15. JVumb. viii. 21. Levit. xii. 4. and many other scriptures might 
be instanced concerning purification and purifying. 

And in Malachi iii. 3. ^ he shall sit as a purifier, and a refiner by fire, 
purging the sons of Levi : and is like a refiner's fire, and fuller's soap.' 
Now, is not this refining and purging of peopft to be whilst they are 
upon the earth ? but when they are deadi and gone into purgatory t 
God and his people do not say so. 

And you that talk of a purgatory to purge and refine you in after 
you are dead, have not you forgotten all these scriptures, how thatChrist 
by himself hath purged our sins ? J%6. i. 3. < and he his own self bore ou^ 
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sins in his own body on the tree, that we being dead to sin, should live 
unto righteousness.' ^ Mark, those lived unto righteousness, which were 
dead unto sin : and so the apostle did not teach people to look for a pur- 
gatory, when they were dead. 1 Pet. i. 24.fAnd how can it be said, Ibat 
you are dead to sin, and that Christ bore your sins in his own bodj..oii 
the tree, when that you look for a purgatory to be cleansed in after you 
are dead? and the apostle told the saints, whilst they were upon the 
earth, 'you have purified your souls, in obeying the truth,. through the 
spirit.' 1 Pet. i. 22. So these true christians need not look for a purga- 
tory. And John saith, ' if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, then 
have we fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his 
Son cleanses us from all sin.' So mark, he was the cleanser from all 
sin : so they needed not a purgatory. And they that are not cleansed 
from all sin, are they that do not walk in the light, as Christ is in the 
light ; and such in their darkness may imagine a purgatory to cleanse 
them in, and Christ hath appeared to put away sin by the sacrifice of 
hin)sclf. And the apostle saith, ' it is appointed unto men once to die, 
and after this to come to judgment.' Heb. ix. 27. So be doth not say, 
they are appointed for purgatory, but for judgment 

And the apostle saith in his general epistle, to the christians in his day ; 
' forasmuch as ye know, that ye are not redeemed with corruptible things, 
neither with silver and gold, from your vain conversation, but with the 
precious blood of Jesus Christ' 1 Pet. i. 18. 

Now consider this, you that plead antiquity, and that pretend to par- 
don people's sins, and give them indulgences for their sins for corruptible 
things, as silver and gold, have not you made the blood of Christ of no 
effect ? and made people to believe a lie, that buy your pardons and in- 
dulgences for their sins ? and then tell them of a purgatory when they 
are dead, and keep them in their vain conversation, when they are living : 
and so out of the catholic faith, and the true knowledge of the true chris- 
tians in the primitive times, who knew that they were not redeemed 
with corruptible thingii, as silver and gold, but with the prcf^ious blood 
of Christ Jesus. . 

And did not Christ say to the believing thief, * this day thou shalt be 
with mc in paradise V and you will belie the scriptures, if you say, that 
it was a purgatory. And Christ saith, that * he purgeth,' every branch 
that beareth fruit, that it may bring forth more fruit ; and that branch 
which doth not bear fruit, he takes it away ; so Christ is the pnrger. 
And he said to his disciples, that they were clean through his word : so 
not through a purgatory, after they were dead. John xv. 

And as John the Baptist declares, how that Christ should come after 
him; and saith, * he shall baptize you with fire, and the Holj Ghost; 
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and he shall thoroughly purge the floor, and bum up the chaff with un- 
quenchable fire, and gather the wheat into his garner/ 

Now all you that plead for a purgatory to be purged and purified in, 
do not you deny the baptism of Christ to purge you with hb fire and 
1^0^ Ghost t and to purge out the old leaven of the old Adam and the 
devil, who hath got in by transgression since Adam fell 7 for all this 
purging, purifying, washing, and cleansing is to Adam and Eve, and their 
sons and daugl^ter;, since they fell from the image of righteousness and 
holiness, that God Almighty made them in. So Christ the second Adam, 
that never fell, nor sinned, who had no guile in his mouth, is the purger 
and cleanser of all his people with his blood and baptism, and circumciser 
with his spirit, in putting off the body of death, and sins of the flesh, 
which are gotten up into man and woman by transgression : for they 
had not this body of death and sin before they fell, when God Almighty 
made them in his image and likeness. 

And so it is the blood of Christ that * purges the conscience from dead 
works, to serve the living God.' Heb. ix. 14. So no purgatory : for it is 
the blood of Christ, that cleanses from all sin. 

(But if you have forgotten this purger, and so have invented another, 
to wit, a purgatory, you must not plead your antiquity from the apostles 
r for that ; but from the false conceptions of your apostatized bishops and 
popes, and through your long continuance in your blindness, who have 
wanted the true knowledge, and temperance, and patience, and godli- 
ness, and true brotherly-kindness, to your fellow-creatures, and the true 
love that Christ taught to his disciples, to ^ love all men.' 

This catholic love you have wanted ; and therefore, have you massa- 
credv killed, and persecuted so many upon the account of religion, and 
have forgotten that which should purge away your sins, to wit, the blood 
of Christ. And therefore, have you imagined a purgatory after death, 
and taught this for a doctrine amongst people instead of the blood of 
Chrbt Jesus : read 2 Pel. i. ] , to 6. And therefore, come to that which 
will purify your hearts from your double-mihdedness, and take the apos- 
tle James's advice, in Jam. iv. 1, to 8. ' that your minds may be single to 
Christ.' For the apostle saith, * Chrbt, who gave himself for us, that he 
might redeem us from all iniquity, [mark, from all iniquity,] and purify 
unto himself a peculiar people, zealous of good works.' 

And the apostle exhorts Titus ; ' these things speak and teach, exhort 
and rebuke with all authority.' So he was to rebuke all such that 
taught a doctrine contrary to this. So no man's iniquity or sin (it is 
clear,) can be pardoned by men's indulgences, neither can any man be 
redeemed from them by any gold or silver, or any other corruptible 
thing : and they that think they can, do set up another pardoner and 
ibrgiver, than God and Chrbt Jesus ; which b an antichrist, as you may 
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aee, 2 Thes, iL 4. and are to be rebuked : for the Lord saith, * I will par- 
don all their iniquities. Jer. xxx. 8. And ' Christ bath wafibed us from 
our sins, in his own blood.' Rev. L 5, 9. And their garments were made 
while in the blood of the Lamb.' Rev, viL 14. And the saints overcame 
by the blood of the Lamb. Reo. xii. 11. And the apostle tells the Epbe- 
uans, through what they bad redemption, which was through the blood 
of Christ Jesus. Ephes. i. 7. And doth not he tell the Colossians the 
same ? who saith, < in whom we have redemption through his blood, 
even the forgiveness of our sins. Col, i. 14. So away with all the pope's 
forgiveness, and selling of pardons, and purgatories. 

Yea, the apostle tells the Ephesians, ' you who sometimes were afar 
off, are now made nigh by the blood of Christ' 

So it is the blood of Christ, that made nigh the saints then, and makes 
nigh the saints to God now : which blood doth redeem, and wash, and 
cleanse, and purify from all sin. And 'Christ having abolbhed in 
his flesh the enmity, even the law of commandments, containing ordi- 
nances, and so broken down the partition-wall betwixt Jews and Gentiles, 
to make to himself of both Jews and Gentiles, (of these twain,) one new 
man : so making peace, that he might reconcile them unto God, in one 
body through the blood of his cross ; to reconcile all things unto himself, 
whether things in heaven, or things in earth ; having slain the enmity 
thereby, Ephes. ii. 14, to the end. And the gospel of peace was preached 
to them that were afar off, and them that were nigh ; and Christ the 
foundation for Jews and Gentiles to build upon ; who was the prophets' 
and apostles' foundation, the chief corner-stone in God's house. And so 
you may see, it is said, ' who hath reconciled us unto himself, by Jesus 
Christ : and God \¥as in Christ, reconciling the world unto himself,- not 
imputing their transgressions unto them.' 2 Cor. v. 18, 19. So it is 
clear, here was no purgatory after death, spoken of to wash, purify or 
cleanse people in, but it was through Christ Jesus only. 

And all that look for a purgatory after they are dead, are not of 
that true catholic faith, which the apostles were in, and true church in 
the primitive times; which true faith Jesus is the author od For they 
that receive the end of this catholic faith, receive the salvation of their 
souls. 1 Pet. L 9. 

' So here is no purgatory ; and where a purgatory is pleaded for, the 
end of this faith is not received. And faith is the victory over that 
which separated man from God : by which faith he hath access to God, 
and by it pleases God. And it is faith that sanctifies. Acts xxvL 18. So 
they need not have a purgatory, that be in this catholic faith : and they 
that tell people of a purgatory, are out of the sanctifying and saving 
iaith. And the saints' hearts were purified by &ith ; and this wat flie 
doctrine the apostle preached, to the primitive christianB* cbarch. j|c(t 
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xv. 9. And thej that teU people of a purgatory to purge them in, are 
erred from this catholic purifymg faith. And the just shall and do Kve 
by this purifying, sanctifying faith. Heb. i. 4. and Rom, i. 17. And this 
faith which Christ is the author and finisher of, did justify and purify the 
church then, and the saints now: by which faith being justified, they 
had peace with God, this divine, holy, and precious catholic faith^ So 
they that imagine a purgatory to cleanse them in, and thereby, or therein 
expect to be cleansed, purged, or justified, are out of this catholic faith: 
for the apostle saith, ' being justified by faith, we have peace with God 
through our Lord Jesus Christ.' 

And so by faith, God's people stood, and they walked by faith, and 
not by sight : and they lived by the faith of the Son of God, which faith 
the Son of God was the author and finisher of; thb holy, precious, di- 
vine, purifying, sanctifying, justifying, saving, catholic faith, by which 
they had access to God, and in which they pleased God, through which 
ftttth they had victory over that which displeased him ; so they need no 
pope's imagined purgatory. 

And by this faith did Abel ofier : and by this faith was Enoch trems- 
lated : and by this faith did Noah build the ark, by which he and his 
family were saved : and by this faith did Abraham forsake his country, 
and country religion, and followed and obeyed the Lord, from whom he 
received the blessing : and by this faith was Moses preserved, when he 
was hid three months by his parents: and by this faith did Moses 
forsake the pleasures of Egypt, and refuse to be called the son of 
Pharaoh's daughter : and by this faith were the thr^ children preserved 
in persecuting Nebuchadnezzar's flaming furnace : and by this faith was 
Daniel preserved in the lion's den, and their mouths closed from devour- 
ing him. So faith is that which resists the devil, and it is the shield of 
God's children, and the weapon of the elect, which were elected before 
the world was ; which faith gives them victory over the world. So they 
that preach up or believe a purgatory, are erred from this catholic faith 
in Christ, who was and is the saints purger. 

And John tells the church in his general epistle, 1 J(An v. 4. ^ this is 
the victory that overcometh the world, even your faith.' So if there be 
no overcoming of the world, then there is no witnessing of this faith. 
And whosoever preaches, that though persons fall short of overcoming the 
world in this hfe, yet they may have a purgatory when they are dead, 
they are erred from the catholic faith ; for there is but this living, puri^ 
fyii^gf justifying, holy faith, which Christ is the author and finisher of; 
which is the victory of all God's elect people, before the foundation of 
the world, and gives them the victory over the world. And therefore, 
the apoetle Peter saith to the church, in his first general epistle. 1 PeL 
L ft. They were ' kept by the power of God through faith unto saWm- 
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lion. So this divine, holy, purifying, precicra?, cattolic &itb, which 
Christ was, and is the author and finisher of, was the saints keeper, 
through the power of God, by which they had access to God, and in 
which they pleased God : and in which divine, and holy precious catho- 
lic faith all the saints have unity. And this is the one true cathoVic faith ; 
so not many. Ephes. iv. 5. And this was the one faith, which the saints 
were to contend for, as in Jude is spoken of: and this is the fiuth, which 
all the elect of God do preach, and hold forth to all the world ; and that 
they must look unto Jesus, the author and finisher of. HA. xiL 2. 
^nd now concerning the true headship of the church: Christ Jesus, 
who died for the sins of the world, and tasted death for every man, is 
risen from the dead, and set on the right hand of God in the heavenly 
places, far above all principalities and powers, might and dominions, and 
every name that is named, not only in this world, but also in that which 
is to come : and hath put all things under his feet, and gave himself 4d 
be head over all things to his church, which is his body, the fidnesa of 
him, that fiUcth all, and in all' Ephes. i. 20. So ye may see Christ ii 
the head of his church. And never did Christ set up any of the apos- 
tles to be the head of the church upon the earth, but he called them 
servants and friends, and they called themselves apostles and serrants, 
as may be seen in their epistles : and Christ said unto them, * he that 
will be greatest anK>ngst you, let him be servant unto alL* 

And so, you that set up any man to be pope or chief bead of the church, 
and persecute others, because they will not believe it ; have yon not been 
like a monstrous body without a head, till you have made one? and how 
often goes this off your body, till you have made a1x>fher T but by this 
doth it not plainly appear that you are erred from the one, tme, and 
everlasting head, Christ Jesus, who is the author and finisher of the true 
catholic faith, who was the head of his church in the apostles' days, to 
the primitive chrbtians, after he was crucified, and risen from the dead; 
so he is still to all true christians : * who was dead, and is alive, and lives 
for evermore,' who saith, ^ I am alpha and omega, the first and last :' 
which is the present head of the church, and which was, and which is 
to come in flames of fire, upon all that do not obey him : and with reward 
of life eternal to them that obey him, and believe in him. JHeo. L IB. 

And the apostle tells the Ephesians, that CSirist is the head of the 
church, and Saviour of the body. And Christ so loveth his church, and 
gave himself for it ; and the church is to be subject to Christ its head, 
who both died for it, and shed his blood (or it, and redeemed it, 
and sanctified it, and purchased it with his blood ; and cleanses it, and 
washes it with the washing of the water of the word, that be might 
present it to God, a glorious church without spot or wrinkle, that it 
•bopld be holy and without blenudi, and Christ cherishes and 
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his church with his heftfenlj and spiritual oourishmeDt, and heavenly 
cherishment ; so that his church comes to be members of his body, ' an^ 
flesh of hb flesh, and bone of his bone.' Ephes, v^ 

And the apostle writes the same to the Colossians, and tells them, 
' that by Christ all things were created, that are in heaven and in earth, 
visible and invisible, whether they be thrones or dominions, principalities 
or powers,' all things were created for him and by him» to wit, Christ, 
who is the image of the invisible God, the first born of every creature, 
and he is before all things, and by him all things consist, and he is the 
head of the body, the church: who is the first begotten from the dead; 
' that in all things he might have the preeminence : for it pleased the 
Father that in him should all fulness dwell' CoL i. 15, 19. So you may 
see how clearly the apostle did exalt Christ above all, and to be the head 
of the church : and not himself, nor Peter, nor any other of the apostles. 
And they did ^ warn and teach every man in all wisdom, that they might 
present every man perfect in Christ Jesus.' So here you may see, they 
presented them to their head : and therefore, they exhorted the saints 
to be established, and rooted, and built up in Christ, as they had been 
taught, and bid them beware, lest any man should spoil them through 
philosophy or vain deceit, after the traditions of men, and rudiments ot 
the world, and not after Christ : for in Christ dwells the fulness of divi- 
nity, who is the head ; and all the saints are to be complete in him, their 
head, as the saints were in the apostles' days. 

And the apostle writes to the Ephesians, ' to grow up in Christ in all 
things, who is the head : so that nothing was to be betwixt them and 
Christ, from whom the whole body is fitly jointed' together, and compact 
by that which every joint supplieth, according to the eflectual working 
of the measure in every man, making increase of the body, to the edify- 
ing itself in love. So that the saints are to ' grow up unto the measure 
of the stature of the fulness of Christ,' their head, and not to be tossed to 
and fro, and carried about with every windy doctrine, by the cunning 
craftiness of men, who lay in wait to deceive. 

And therefore, the apostle exhorts the church to '.let no man beguile 
them of their reward in a voluntary humility, and worshipping of angels, 
intruding into these things, which they had never seen, vainly pufifed up 
in a fleshly mind, not holding the head, Christ Jesus, from which all the 
body by joints and bands, have nourishment ministered from Christ 
their head, and knit together, increaseth with the increase of God. So 
there was many then who would beguile them from their living head, 
Christ Jesus ; as there is many now since the apostles' days, that have 
set up a pope to be head, &c. But the apostle set up Christ to be head 
of the church. For the apostle had labour and travel enough to bring 



people to Christ, the head ; who were to ^ go lute all nations,* to preadi 
the gospel of Christ, that they might believe ib'Cfarist their head. 

And when the apostle said to the Colossians, * let no man judge jou in 
meats or drinks, or in respect of an holy day, or new moons, or sabbath 
day ; which were shadows of good things to come : but the body is of 
Christ, who is the substance of all the shadows.' And so you may see 
what sort they were, that did not hold Christ the head, and would be- 
guile people of the reward they had from him their head. And there- 
fore, saith he, ' if ye were dead with Christ from the rudiments of the 
world :' they were not to touch, taste nor handle the ordinances, doc- 
trines or commandments of men, though they had never such a shew of 
will- worship ; for these neglected the body, and did not hold Christ the 
head. 

And therefore, they that do not hold Christ the head of the church, 
have lost their reward from him, and do neglect the body, and are in the 
doctrines, ordinances, and commands of men, and the rudiments i>f the 
world ; and so in the rudiments of the world they are alive, and not 
dead with Christ from them ; and such may make heads €>f their own 
far their bodies, when they have none upon them, as the papists do ; 
and when one is dead, may make another, and may persecute, prison, 
and kill such as cannot own him to be the head of their church ; and 
then set all their body on persecuting as long as (that) their head stands 
upon their body, as history and chronicles do testify. Yea, they evi- 
dence the bloody works of this head, (that the body hath made, and set 
upon it,) and the fruits of this bloody, persecuting body. It was never 
the works of the true head, nor true church to persecute any that owned 
Christ their heavenly and spiritual head ; for Christ the true head of 
his church 'said, that ' he came not to destroy men's lives, but to save 
them ;' and he rebuked such as would have men's lives destroyed, and 
teld them, ^ they knew not whaH spirit they are of;' and likewise gave 
command to his church the true christians, (which he was head of,) 
that they should love one another, and love enemies ; and his church 
confessed, that their weapons were spiritual, and their faith was their 
shield, which Christ w^as the author of. So he gave them this spiritual 
weapon, and the sword of the spirit, which was the word of God; and 
their armour was their light ; and their helmet was salvation, and they 
were shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace, &c. 

So these were the weapons of the true christian church, that held 
Christ to be their head ; but the apostate church, called christian, (that 
is without a head, till they have made one,) their weapons are carnal, 
and not spiritual. 

And they must all come to the true light, which Christ doth enltghten 
every one that cometli into the world withal; which is tlie life in Christ ; 
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and believe in it, if thcj come to the true head, and he grafted into 
hinru For * both be that laoctifieth, and they that are sanctified, are all 
of one ;* for ivhich cause he is not ashamed to call them brethren, say- 
ing, ' I will declare thy name unto my brethren, in the midst of the 
church will I sing praise to thee.' J%b.ii. 11, 1S2. 

And likewise, they must come to the grace and truth, which comes by 
Jesus Christ, in their hearts and inward parts, if they will come to Christ 
the head. « 

And also, they must come to the spirit of God within, and the anoint- 
ing within, and let Christ dwell in their hearts, and the word of God to 
hammer down, cut down, and bum up that which hath separated from 
God and Christ, which they are apostatized into, if they will come to 
Christ their head, who will reconcile them to God. 

And give over making of faiths, and look unto Jesus the author and 
finisher of the true faith. And give over making of ways, and come to 
Christ 4ho new and living way, which the true christians were in, in the 
apostles' days. And give over making of heads, and come to the light 
of Christ, which will turn people to Christ their head, and give them 
the knowledge of him their head. 2 Cor. iv. Ephes, i. 22. 

And give over making of religions, and come to the religion which is 
pure and undefiled before God, which will keep them from the spots of 
the world ; and then they will be ashamed of that imaginary doctrine 
of a purgatory, (to cleanse or purge them in, when they are dead,) and 
of all the heads and likenesses, and images they have made. 

And give over making of worships, and come to the worship that 
Christ set up above sixteen hundred years ago, in the spirit and in the 
truth : and so lay away their own worships with all their carnal wea- 
pons, by which they have persecuted in this night of apostacy, and come 
to take up Christ's spiritual weapons. 

And give over making of ministers at schools and colleges, by natural 
arts, tongues, Sic, and come to Christ, who is ascended on high, and gives 
gifts unto men for the work of the ministry, &c. 

Now Concerning Akdiaiors, 

You in the apostacy, who look that Mary and other saints should be 
mediators for you to Christ or Grod ; this is not catholic doctrine, neither 
is it from such as do hold Christ the head of the church ; but from such 
as have apostatized from him. 

For the apostle saith, Heb. viii. 6. speiaking of Christ, he is the Media- 
tor : and, Christ is the Mediator of the New Testament ^nd the saints 
were come to Jesus the Mediator of the new covenant : and this was the 
' general assembly of the church of the first born written in heaven, who 
was come to Grod the judge of all, and to the spirit of just men made per- 
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feet ;' and (as it was said before,) to Jesus the Mediator. HA. xii. 24. 
For God would have all men to be saved, and to come to the knowledge 
of the truth : * For there is one God, and one Mediator betwixt God and 
men, the man Christ Jesus, who gave himself a ransom for all, to be tes- 
tified in due time.' 1 Tinu ii. to vi. 

Now it is clear, there is but one Mediator betwixt God and men, the 
man Christ Jesus, who is head of his church ,^ and whosoever hath set up, 
or do set up other mediators betwixt God and man, than the man Christ 
Jesus, are in the apostacy from the apostfes' doctrine, and follow their 
own doctrines, and not the apostolical doctrine ; for he is the one Media- 
tor betwixt God and man, the one eternal, living God, creator of all, and 
Christ Jesus, by whom were all things, who gave himself a ransom for 
all men ; he is the alone one Mediator betwixt God and man, who is the 
only head of his church, and his church do testify him so to be, that are 
come to Jesus, their Mediator ; who hath made their peace betwixt 
them and God, and so hath received him ^who is come, and hatb given 
them an understanding to know him ; and they that have him, have life 
everlasting. G. /". 

The 10/A morUh, 1678. 

Postscript. 

And there is one faith, which Christ is the author and finisher of, 
which all must look unto Jesus for this saving, holy, precious, and divine 
faith, which purifieth the heart, and is the victory ; in which they have 
Access to God, in which faith they do please God. And this is the caiho- 
licfaithy which we are of. 

And Christ is the head of his church, that be gathered out of the whole 
world into his name ; and he is in the midst of them a prophet, and a 
priest, and a shepherd, and a bishop, and a counsellor, and a king to rule 
in the hearts of his church, and to exercise those ofiices in his church. 

And Christ set up one worship in the spirit and in the truth, for all 
the children in the new covenant, which be Jerusalem, (that is from 
above,) her children's worship. For outward Jerusalem was in Canaan, 
and at the temple, where the outward Jews did worship in the old cove- 
nant, which worship Christ abolished, when he set up the worship in 
his new covenant, in spirit and in the truth for Jerusalem, which is above, 
and her children. 

And there is but one cross which crucifieth people to the world, which 
cross of Christ is the power of God. _ 

And the apostles in their days, did exalt Christ in th^ church, the Inter- 
ceder, to make intercession for the saints to God ; who said, * that Christ 
ever liveth to make intercession for his people, and he is able to save 
them to the utmost, that come to God by him.' So, none of the deceased 
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saints did ^mediate, or-^tercede, or make iDtercessioii. for the 
saints ; tlTough the saints^-were to pr^y one for another, ^hile they were ^SSs 
living upon the earth, and the prayers of the saints availeth much v^hile 
they are living ; but when they are deceased, and fkllen asleep,, to pray '. 
to them, either to be mediators or intercfeders, or to make igtaceanon *4 
to them, it is neither catholic faith, nor catholib "doctrine ; bi|^ u inyen-.!.\j^ 
tion, as prayii% for the dead to deliver them out of purjpitory. For - 
Christ is th$ foundation of God's holy house of living sttnes, and the rock 
which his house is built upon ; which rock the gates of hell cannot pre- 
vail against : ^ For the foundation of God standetti ;ure.' 
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